
The Health Cluster Situation Update released on October 2, 2016 reports, as of 1st week of October 2016, a total of 21, 217 
AWD cases from over 249 affected Woredas. Students at numerous schools are at high risk of being affected by AWD in the 
country.  

On September 2, 2016, the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team released a joint plan to support Government response to 
Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) in Ethiopia. The plan is aligned with the Government’s National Preparedness and Response 
Plan for AWD and the revised 2016 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD). The AWD plan outlines activities in the 
health and WaSH domains requiring $22.4m to the end of 2016, which donors are encouraged to support. 

In response to the funding requirements, the Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund (EHF), OCHA-administered multi-donor pooled fund, 
has allocated US$5.4m to 10 projects following a recent call for proposal to AWD response. A further $600,000 is committed 
to address uncovered priority Woredas. A technical committee comprising Health and WaSH clusters, OCHA and center for 
disease control (CDC) appraised the project proposals. Donors are encouraged to support the funding gap for AWD response.

As schools are already opened in late September in Ethiopia, students at numerous schools are at-risk of being affected by AWD 
across regions in the country. According to the education cluster, the probability of children being contaminated by the disease 
is by far higher than for other groups. The sector has called for partners’ engagement in social mobilization, school WaSH, 
provision of water treatment chemicals and other disinfectants to contain spread of the disease. 
    
Save the Children is working in all areas of AWD outbreak, our intervention and support has already saved lives. Our AWD 
intervention aims to strengthen public health emergency (PHEM) system through capacity building, provision of medications and 
medical supplies, distribution of WASH materials related to AWD responses, and community awareness. Our staff is providing 
technical support related to AWD case management and strengthening surveillance system in SNNP, Oromia and Somali 
Regions. In addition logistic support has been provided and vehicles assigned in most of the affected areas. 
   
We have been providing support since the start of the outbreak in some areas in November 2016. So far, we have reached 
137,508 people through AWD support in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions. Among these are 55,138 
children. 
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Health 
Save the Children is closely working with government and humanitarian partners, participating on health cluster and part-
ners coordination meetings and implementing health and WASH interventions, including distribution of life saving medicines 
and WASH supplies, providing training for health workers on AWD case management and surveillance and technical support 
in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions . 

A total of 137,508 beneficiaries of which 55,138 children are reached with AWD related WASH and Health interventions in 
Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions. 

In September 2016, a total of 12 CTCs provided with drugs and medical supplies and a total of 81 health workers in the 
health facilities (49 males and 32 females) and 22 health extension workers trained on public health surveillance (PHEM) and 
AWD case management.  

WASH
In September 2016, approximately 52,060 people have benefitted from hygiene related activities. 1,290,000 water treatment 
chemicals and 8,500 hygiene kits (Detergents, Soap, Jerry cans,) were distributed, 158 WaSH committee members were 
trained in water scheme management and maintenance, and 15 Case Treatment Centers have functional WASH facilities. A 
further 69,011 people in Somali and Amhara regions were also reached through hygiene messages. Distribution of WASH, 
NFI and water treatment chemicals was also carried out in severely affected Kebeles selected in collaboration with regional 
health bureau. 1



Key beneficiary statistics 

Children All Beneficiaries 
Number of people affected 1.5Million 2.7 Million

Number of target beneficiaries  375,000 ( 25%) 540,000 (20%)

Number of beneficiaries reached since 
last Situation Report

10,514 56,705

Total number of direct beneficiaries 55,138 137,508

BENEFICIARY REACH

EHF and IRC have so far given funds up to 1,207,575 USD to implement AWD response aimed at increasing access to safe 
water supply and hygiene promotion for 4 identified AWD risk region of Ethiopia through rehabilitation and maintenance of 
non-functional water schemes, construction of emergency latrines hygiene campaign, provision of water treatment chemicals 
and NFI, capacity building of WASHCO, health workers on AWD surveillance and case management. 

Beneficiary Reach
by sector 

Total Reach WASH Health 

Total # of Children Reached 10,514 8,182 2,332

Total # of Male Children Reached 4,858 3,999 859

Total # of Female Reached 5656 4183 1,473

Total # of Adults Reached 46191 43878 2,313

Total # of Male Adults Reached 20,660 19,499 1,161

Total # of Female Adults Reached 25,531 24,379 1,152

Total # of beneficiaries reached 56,705 52,060 4,645

Total # of Male beneficiaries reached 25,518 23,498 2,020

Total # of Female beneficiaries reached 31,187 28,562 2,625
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Funding Overview (US$) Total Notes
Save the Children Appeal income target $3,000,000 As per information from Humanitarian

Donor Funding

Total Confirmed to date $2,271,601 Secured fund to date 

Appeal funding $337,807

Expenditure to date (June 2016 – September 
2016)

$29,877 This is to date expenditure; please note 
that there may be other costs charged 
to other SOF temporarily and this 
will be updated in the next sitrep after 
proper re-classes are done.



As of 22 September, there are 342 confirmed AWD cases in 8 woredas of Afar region. The highest woreda affected being Awash 
Fentale for 198 cases and the least 6 in Dubti woreda. 
Due to high AWD prevalence rate in adjacent woredas of Dewe and 2 AWD suspected cases reported in Chifra, all ECHO 
HIP implementation woreads ( Chifra, Ewa, Millae, Adaar and Dewe) are under close surveillance. Outreach service in hard-
to reach areas of 4 woredas (Ewa, Chifra, Adaar and Dewe) has continued. The impact of AWD is managed in Semurobi and 
Hadelella woredas by distributing all available water purification chemically to all risk kebeles of both Semurobi and Hadelella 
Woredas. As result only 4 individuals are admitted in two woredas in the week. No death reported in the week in relation to 
AWD.
•	 455,000 sachets of water Purification chemicals are distributed for Awash fenatale , Amibara Burimodaito, Gewane, 

Semurobi and Hadele’la woredas.
•	 Transportation services for case detection as well as management in the affected woredas have been provided.
•	 Provided support in covering the AWD assessment team Perdiem as well as  transport service for the team in zone 3 

woredas were provided.
•	 AWD awareness creation pamphlets are distributed at in three Woreda ,Dallol,  Samrobi and Hadelelea.

Save the Children continues to contribute to support the regional government in AWD prevention and control activities including 
CTC management, logistic support and training of staff. The number of new cases is increasing for Afdem and Biki woredas 
whereas Meiso has received no new cases.The overall cases of AWD have increased from 240 to 255 in the second week of 
September. There were no new cases in Meiso for the month and in Afdem the caseload is beginning to decline.  The situation 
is Biki is much worsening for the last week with new case admissions of the end of the end of September which needs greater 
attention to be given in Biki surroundings and management of the cases. 

•	 WASH NFI and water treatment chemicals were procured and dispatched to the affected woredas; beneficiary registration 
and distribution in Fafan and Sitti were conducted before distribution. Distribution is carried out in the most severely 
affected Kebeles as selected in collaboration with RHB.A total of 3500 HHs were benefited from WASH NFIs and water 
treatment chemicals. The items will benefit 17,500 peoples in Fafan and Sitti Zones. The number of beneficiary reached in 
this regard are summarized below,

•	 Save the Children supported means of transport and fuel cost for the affected districts of Sitti zone as part of the response 
system. In Fafan Zone truck was rented to transport the items to targeted Woreda. 

•	 Save the Children  strengthened the public health emergency (PHEM) system through capacity building of case management 
and surveillance training for 53 (6F and 47 M) health professionals from Sitti Zone (33) and Fafan Zone (20) to improve case 
management skill of staffs involved in the AWD response.

•	 Despite the above response the AWD cases in Somali region is increasing at an alarming rate. More 780 cases were 
reported only in the last week. The Regional Government declared command post committee chaired by President of the 
region to respond to the second wave of AWD in the region. The regional government also called on all NGOs to support 
in response to this fatal outbreak.

•	 1,800 households received family hygiene kits in Erer and Dambal Woredas. Distribution of IEC/BCC material that was 
prepared in the local language and with key messages on how to prevent and control AWD was also delivered to the target 
districts.   

PROGRAMME OUTPUTS 
EAST HUB 
Somali Region

NORTH HUB
Afar Region

Amhara Region
There are 75 woredas affected by AWD in Amhara region. There are a total of 1, 647 cases reported, from which 936(56.7%) 
were male and 1,274(77%) and are in 15-44 age group.According to a bulletin published by Amhara National Regional Health 
Nureau, during the week, September 19– September 25, 2016 only, a total of 279 cases were reported from 28 woredas. 
Jlietimuga, Misrak Belesa, Wogera, Metema, Mirab Armachiho and Ankesha reported 10 and above cases where as Farta, 
Debretabor, Abrgelie, BahirDar town and Shewarobit woredas reported 5-8 cases. According to Wag Himira zone health 
department report, to date, 26 confirmed AWD cases reported from the health department Zone. Among them, 22 were from 
Abergele, 2 from Sekota town and 2 from Gazgibla woredas. . Shortage of budget and Logistics, as well as shortage of vehicles 
for follow up, supervision and active case search are major challenges listed in the AWD preparedness and response activities.
•	 Save the Children has supported the establishment of AWD case treatment center in sekota town in collaboration with 

ZHD and sekota town woreda health office. and we have provided some Medical supplies and additional materials were 
also provided for the CTC.

•	 281, 520 sachets of water treatment chemicals were distributed in North Wollo and forty five thousand (45,000) sachets of 
water purification chemical have been distributed to 1500 households in North showa zone of the region. 
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Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) outbreak still not contained in Sidama Zone (Dara woreda, Wondo genet and Hawassa city) 
of southern region and in southern Oromia (in Abaya Woredas of Borena Zone). We have been supporting management of 
AWD cases in all aforementioned Woredas by providing drugs, logistic supports, and deploying technical staffs. AWD cases are 
increasing in Both Woredas except Dara woreda: - From Borena zone in Abaya, it is reported as 281 cases, Hawassa town 43 
cases and 221 cases in Dara Woreda. 
New AWD outbreak is reported in Silite and Lanfuro woreda of Silite zone. Response activities are underway in the zone to 
contain the spread.  Yet the outbreak is ongoing in Wondo genet woreda and Hawassa town of the region during the month.  
•	 Two technical staffs were recruited and deployed to support AWD response activities in Abaya and Sidama zone. 
•	 TwoVehicles were assigned for the AWD responses (one for Borna zone Abaya woreda and One for Sidama Zone Dara 

Woreda for 10 days).
•	 Because of the above intervention and ongoing support we have managed to save the lives of 380 (F-138 M-142) people 

with AWD case both inpatient and outpatient.
•	 Six CTCs were supervised, on job training conducted and orientation to 18 health workers (11 males and 07 Female) in 

Dara Woreda and Abaya Woreda were given as well.
•	 One hundred twenty five Jerry csan (20 liter-water) were distributed for Abaya woreda, Ringer lactate 3,900 (900 Hawassa, 

2000 wondogent and 1000 Abaya Woreda), Bleach 1000 for Abaya woreda, Jerican with faucet 40 (10 Hawassa, 10 Dara, 
10 Wondogent and 10 Abaya Woreda) and 46 roll bandage for Hawassa town. 

•	 AWD case management training was conducted for 43 personnel Hawassa town and Abaya woreda (26 (Male-19, 
female-07) and 17 (Male-10, Female-07)) respectively.

SOUTH HUB
Southern Nations Nationalities and People’s Region Region

WEST HUB
Oromia Region (Bale Zone)
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There is AWD outbreak in 42 woredas of Tigray Region with 2,574 suspected caseloads. The risk, new infection rate and 
caseloads   of AWD outbreak are still high and not managed yet. The most critical woredas of AWD outbreak are Mekelle, 
Laelay Adiabo, Asgede-Tsimbila and Tsegedie and Kafta- Humera and it makes difficult to control due to people engaged in 
Mining and Continuous movement from place to place for daily laborer.  

Tigray  Region

•	 26 (20 male and 6 female) Health care workers from Gubalafto woreda have received orientation on AWD prevention 
and control. 

•	 More than 60,000/30,600 female/ direct and indirect beneficiaries have been reached through health education sessions 
on nutrition and malnutrition, AWD, hygiene and sanitation 

•	 Vehicle support was provided for surveillance and transportation of supplies from Zone/woreda to CTCs, Health centers 
and health posts

•	 IEC/BCC material and treatment guide line on AWD printing and distributed in four woreda of North Wollo.

In the month of September, there was AWD outbreak in Gesera ,Gololcha, Laga Hida & Ginnir Woredas of Bale zone which 
was believed to be spreading from Dire Shek Hussein traditional  festival area found in Gololch Woreda of Bale zone. The 
festival, on which ten thousand communities members coming from different zone of Oromia region took part was held on 
September 12, 2016. The local government is looking for assistance, even though number of cases was not yet confirmed.
•	 Community mobilization conducted on AWD focusing on Key Hygiene messages for 350 People
•	 4000 satchets of water Treatment chemical was distributed  for Beneficiaries of Hada, Cirracha and Hatawi Kebeles of 

Sawena Woreda

•	 Discussion	was	made	with	Ofla	woreda	health	office	to	conduct	nutritional	assessment	of	under-five	children	and	pregnant/
lactating	woman	in	21	Tabias.	Households	will	be	assessed	for	AWD,	status	of	hygiene	&	sanitation.	The	assessment	will	be	
done	jointly	with	light	for	the	world	of	RHB.	The	assessment	was	initially	planned	to	conduct	in	September	which	later	was	
postponed	to	October	due	to	lack	of	approval	from	RHB.	

•	 Hygienic	kits	(Soap,	Bleach)	were	procured	and	distributed	to	ORP	CTC	for	AWD	response	in	Raya	Azebo	woreda.	
•	 Drugs	 (Zink,	 folic	acid,	Augmentin	and	metronidazole,	BBL	and	Aqua	tabs)	was	procured	at	CO	and	distributed	to	target	

woredas.
•	 24,000	tablets	of	Doxycycline	was	procured	for	the	treatment	of	AWD	in	the	targeted	woredas	
•	 Training	on	AWD,	QLE	and	WASH	was	given	to	263		participants	(clusters	supervisors	,	School	WASH	committee		and	School	

principals		and	students)		



•	 35 WASHCO Members  were trained at Sawena District 
•	 Key messages on hygiene were provided for 250 women.   
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