
The latest weather forecast by the National Meteorology Agency (NMA) indicate that while the average to above-av-
erage spring - belg/gu/ganna rainfall (April to May 2018) will benefit agricultural activities and help water and pas-
ture regeneration in most parts of the country, with the exception of Tigray and Northern Amhara, flash floods are 
expected to continue to occur in flood-risk areas. According to NMA, the current heavy rains will shift in the coming 
weeks from eastern and south-eastern Ethiopia (mainly Somali region) towards the western, central and parts 
of northern Ethiopia, likely affecting Afar, Amhara, Gambella, Tigray, southern Oromia and some parts of SNNP 
regions. Somali region will still continue to be impacted due to increased rain waters coming from the surrounding 
highlands.

Several flood incidences have already been reported in Afar, Oromia, Somali and SNNP regions since 15 April 2018, 
displacing thousands and causing loss of property and livelihoods. According to the April 2018 DTM, thirty-five 
displacement incidents were reported during April alone displacing 170,760 people nationwide, the majority due 
to flooding in Somali region. Meanwhile, according to the latest report from the Somali Regional Disaster Preven-
tion and Preparedness Bureau (RDPPB), the flooding in Somali region has affected 43,887 families/households 

(263,322 people), of which, 25,238 households/151,428 people were displaced.

The Somali region DPPB report also indicated that the floods destroyed 12,911 hectars of farmland and damaged 
76 health facilities, mostly health posts. At least 123 schools were affected, interrupting schooling. The report also 
states that more than 15,643 houses were destroyed, requiring emergency shelter interventions. 

Given the NMA weather forecast, NDRMC called on partners to support preparedness and mitigation efforts, as 
well as to prioritize prepositioning of relief commodities in flood risk areas. 
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On-going response and gaps

The Government and partners are dispatching emergency response with limited available resources. Signif-
icant gaps are reported in the ES/NFI, Food, Health and WaSH sectors. Urgent interventions in the areas of 
safe drinking water and hygiene and sanitation are also crucial to prevent the re-emergence of AWD outbreak 
in places like Kelafo, Mustahil, and Ferfer woredas of Somali region, which have been the epicenter of recurrent 
AWD outbreaks.

The Government is currently using five helicopters for flood response operations. So far, two helicopters were 
used to transport 21 metric ton (MT) of food (12.7MT rice, 3.5MT biscuits, 4.4MT CSB, 0.88MT oil and 0.44MT 
milk) from the air force base in Debrezeit to Gode.  The remaining three helicopters are being used to transport 
lifesaving supplies (food, medical equipments, drugs and WaSH supplies) from Gode to the worst-affected 
woredas, including Mustahil and Kelafo of Shabelle zone. As of 8 May, 14 rounds of air drops were made to 
the affected areas. Discussions are ongoing with regional authorities to air drop relief supplies to Ferfer and 
other flood-affected woredas in the region that are not accessible by road. The National Disaster Risk Man-
agement Commission (NDRMC) has dedicated personnel overseeing the operation alongside with regional 
focal persons.

 
Flood-damaged bridge on the Dollo Ado - Hargelle road. Source: OCHA

The Somali regional DPPB has requested WFP-support to provide emergency food for 165,506 people in all 
flood-affected woredas. Accordingly, WFP has so far dispatched 780Mt of food to 38 accessible locations, 
while food is being dispatched to 10 additional accessible locations.  The Somali DPPB also provided emer-
gency food and ES/NFIs assistance to 1,521 families in Shabelle zone. 

IOM will support 1500 households in Liben zone with cash for NFIs. IOM will send 1,000 ES/NFI kits through 
Save the Children International, and distribution prioritization will be made by Shabelle zone flood task force 
command post. The Mustahil Woreda Health Office has also distributed 4,000 pieces of mosquito nets to 
flood-affected communities. The majority of the flood-affected areas remain inaccessible by road.

On 5 May, the Somali Region President announced plans to relocate flood-affected communities /IDPs from 
Mustahil town to a new site located 3 kilometers away from Mustahil town. The relocation process will be 
conducted in close consultation with the affected communities, according to regional government media. 
OCHA Ethiopia will liaise with the Shabelle Zonal Administration to provide details on the relocation exercise, 
including the available services for the beneficiaries  
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