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Facts & Figures 

Population in need of 

emergency 

assistance:     

10.2 million  

(source: UNOCHA) 

 

Over 20 million 

people live below the 

poverty line  

(source: UNDAF) 

 

Nearly 10% of the 

population chronically 

vulnerable to food 

insecurity (source: 

OCHA) 

 

Refugees: 732 000 
(UNHCR) 
 

Internally 

displaced persons:  

548 000  
(source: IOM) 

 

European 

Commission 

humanitarian 

funding: 

2016: €69.8 million  

2011-2015: over 

€192.5 million 

 

 

 

  
Entire families are on the move in search of water. ©EU/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie 

Key messages

 Ethiopia is experiencing its worst drought in 50 years following 
two failed rainy seasons. One quarter of the population is 

affected and more than 10 million people are in need of 
emergency assistance. This number could increase if the 
spring rains are further delayed. Ethiopia is one of the 

countries most affected by the El Niño phenomenon, which has 
caused extreme weather across the African continent. 

 Nearly 550 000 people are internally displaced as a result 
of clashes over scarce resources, floods and more recently the 
worsening drought. In the most affected areas, up to 90% of 

crops were lost and hundreds of thousands of livestock have 
died leading to food insecurity, malnutrition and diseases.   

 With 732 000 refugees, Ethiopia hosts the most refugees in 
Africa including Eritreans, Somalis, Sudanese and South 
Sudanese. The latter make up the largest refugee population, 

with many people fleeing the ongoing conflict in neighbouring 
South Sudan.  The European Commission provides assistance 

in all 24 refugee camps. 

 In 2016, the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection department (ECHO) has so far allocated nearly €70 
million to respond to the El Niño-induced drought, and support 
the refugees and internally displaced. 
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With close to 100 million inhabitants, Ethiopia is one of the world’s most populous countries. It 

currently struggles to deal with one of the longest and worst drought spells in recent history. Millions 

of Ethiopians have lost their source of food, water and livelihoods.  

The country’s Afar, Somali and Oromia regions have been particularly hard hit. Water sources have 

dried up, pastoralists no longer find pasture for their animals and between 50% and 90% of crops 

have failed. The loss of animals, a source of milk and protein, is having a negative effect on the 

nutritional status of children. Malnutrition and diseases such as scabies and diarrhoea are on the 

increase as a result of water shortage.  

Tens of thousands of families are on the move in search of water and assistance, with children 

abandoning school. Stripped from their livestock, pastoral communities are seeing their way of life 

destroyed. The Government of Ethiopia has taken the lead in coordinating the emergency response, 

but needs are overwhelming and the worst-affected populations will continue to depend on aid for 

months to come. Emergency aid needs to be stepped up to avoid a disastrous situation and to 

protect the country’s development gains. 

Ethiopia is hosting refugees in 24 camps spread across five different regions (Tigray, Afar, Somali, 

Gambella and Benishangul Gumuz) while some refugees also stay in urban areas. Refugees are 

mostly from South Sudan* (283 000), Somalia* (250 000) Eritrea (152 000) and Sudan* (38 000). 

The continuous arrivals from South Sudan and Eritrea in addition to the long term refugees from 

Somalia and Sudan, who are in need of more sustainable solutions, has resulted in overstretched 

services and budget shortfalls. The increasing tensions between refugees and host communities in 

certain regions are reason for concern.  

Even in years without a major crisis, parts of Ethiopia are prone to natural hazards which are being 

exacerbated by climate change. People are regularly exposed to droughts, floods, landslides, 

epidemics and earthquakes, while local clashes over increasingly scarce resources also take place. 

While emergency interventions remain important, medium to long term support aimed at boosting 

the resilience, livelihoods and food security of the poorest and most vulnerable communities is 

equally needed. 

 

 

The European Commission has provided nearly €200 million in humanitarian aid to Ethiopia between 

2011 and 2015. These funds have been used to assist around 3 million of the most vulnerable 

people, including those affected by drought in southern and eastern Ethiopia, as well as refugees. 

For 2016, the Commission has so far allocated nearly €70 million in humanitarian funding to deal 

with the ongoing drought crisis and refugee response.  

The European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) channels part 

of its aid through an emergency response mechanism aimed at optimising the response to sudden 

emergencies. It allows for a better coordination of donors and humanitarian organisations during 

major emergencies.  

Some EU-funded programmes also have ‘crisis modifiers’ built into them, allowing a shift from a 

resilience building dynamic to emergency mode; a practice widely used to adapt activities to the 

effects of the El-Niño.  

The European Commission continues to provide assistance to all refugees, covering a wide range of 

needs, from shelter and health care to protection, education and food assistance in all 24 camps.  

Thanks to coordinated humanitarian and development programming, the EU has been instrumental 

in shaping efforts to strengthen the resilience of communities facing recurrent disaster such as 

drought.  RESET or “Resilience building in Ethiopia” is being implemented in 8 drought-prone areas 

of the country, across 5 regions, where one-fourth of the drought-prone population lives. The EU 

Humanitarian situation and needs 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 
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and 30 of its partners are working together to strengthen the resilience of vulnerable families by 

simultaneously improving their nutrition, their access to health care for themselves and their 

animals, to water and hygiene and by creating opportunities to sustain themselves. 

 

 
 

 
In camps in the Tigray and Afar regions, where Eritrean 

refugees continue to arrive, the UN World Food Program 

(WFP) has started to roll out ‘biometric’ registration. 

Refugees’ fingerprints are taken electronically, making it 

easier to verify who’s entitled to aid. Efficiency-gains will 

result from this as the process of food distribution becomes 

faster and more accurate, which is also a precondition for 

introducing cash transfers sent via mobile phone. 
©EC/ECHO 
 

 

 

 

In Siti zone, one of the hardest hit by the drought, 70 000 

people have been displaced after seeing water points dry up 

and losing most of their livestock. OXFAM has been working 

to provide communities with water by digging and repairing 

dozens of water boreholes. Each borehole serves an average 

of 5 000 people. 60% of the water is used to keep the 

animals alive. The organisation also trucks water as a last 

resort to communities without any other water source and 

supports 3 800 households with animal feed. ©EC/ECHO 

 

 

Throughout the country and notably in areas strongly 

affected by the current El Niño-triggered drought, UNICEF 

screens children and pregnant and lactating women to treat 

those who suffer from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). 

With the EU's financial support, UNICEF screens close to half 

a million children and provides life-saving assistance to 

around 40,000 of them who suffer from SAM. Children 

under 5 years of age are also provided with vitamin A and 

de-worming.  ©EC/ECHO 

 

Examples of EU funded humanitarian projects in Ethiopia 
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