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INTRODUCTION 

The impact of the drought in eastern and southern Ethiopia is deepening and so are the suffering and loss of the affected 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist communities in these areas. The prolonged drought is the result of three consecutive 
failed rainy seasons since late 2020. At least 81  million people in Oromia, Somali, SNNP and Southwest regions are af-
fected. The number of livestock dying from lack of pasture and water is staggering. Estimates from regional Governments 
indicated more than 1.46 million livestock deaths (67 per cent in Somali, 31 per cent in Oromia, and 7 per cent in Southwest 
and SNNP regions), up from more than 170,000 livestock deaths across Somali, Oromia and SNNP in January. This is a key 
indicator2 of how alarming the situation has become. Surviving animals have a significantly deteriorated body condition 
which has decreased their market value and has led to correlated decrease of the purchasing power of households, who 
are becoming increasingly vulnerable with further limited coping strategies. Food and nutritional insecurity have further 
soared because livestock remain the main source of nutrition and income for these communities. At least 286,000 people 
who have the means to travel (183,000 in Somali and 103,000 in Oromia) have migrated in search of water, pasture or 
assistance, leaving behind their elderly and the sick, which is exposing them to higher vulnerabilities and protection risks.

The situation is not expected to improve rapidly and will require a continuous engagement over the months to come, 
with a likelihood of a fourth consecutive poor rainy season. According to the most recent seasonal forecast by ICPAC, a 
below-average belg season is expected. However, some other sources are leaning towards a normal belg season. Actual 
and forecasted rainfall data from 1 March up to mid-April show that the northeastern part of the country is currently expe-
riencing its top three driest season on record. Crop Monitor for Early Warning is also leaning towards an upcoming failed 
season thus leading more people into an alarming situation. In the words of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
“the March to May season constitutes an important rainfall season, particularly in the equatorial parts of the region where 
it contributes up to 70% of the total annual rainfall. A renewed failure of the rains would have massive socio-economic con-
sequences after two years of persistent drought which has already decimated livestock and agriculture and undermined 
health and well-being in one of the world’s most fragile regions.3”. 

Nevertheless, even with good rains that would help replenish water sources and restore pasture, the recovery from this 
shock by the affected population will take time, until which time they will require continuous support.

Response

The Government and humanitarian partners are responding to needs with available resources, but the needs surpass on-
going resources.

In Somali Region, the Regional Government is supporting over one million people and each household receives 25kg sugar, 
25k rice and 5 litres of oil. An additional 2.4 million are being assisted with a ration of cereals, pulses and vegetable oil, 
though with a reduced ration for cereals of 13 kg per person (down from 15 kg) due to resource shortage. In Oromia Re-
gion, food distributions are ongoing through Government and partner pipelines in all affected zones, including in Borena, 
Bale, East Bale, East and West Hararge zones. As of 24 of March, the Government has distributed 29,200 MT of food to 

70-year-old Hussen Ahmed lost 7 cows. He hopes that the remaining 16 of his cattle would survive. He came to the water pond in Beda’as kebele with his cattle early in the morning. 
Photo Credit: UNICEF Ethiopia/2022/Mulugeta Ayene

1 This is an increase from the 6.8 million people affected by the drought reported a couple of weeks ago, and the increased estimation is based on updated data 
collected on the impact and extent of the drought.
2 Although the full data on livestock deaths was not available at the beginning of the year, and it is difficult to make a  direct comparison, the high number of live-
stock deaths is nonetheless an important indicator of the scale of the increasing drought impact over the last months. 
3 Forecast of good rains for Greater Horn of Africa coupled with caution, World Meteorological Organization. https://bit.ly/38kerMg 



1.9 million people in the region for Round 4, including to 
drought-affected communities. Partners have assisted 0.9 
million people   with 15,300 MT of cereals, pulses and veg-
etable Oil. Both Government and partners are conducting 
food distributions from Round 5 in Oromia Region. In SNN-
PR, as of 24 March, the Government had distributed 6,600 
MT of food in the region to 440,000 people, and partners 
had assisted 161,200 people with 2,700 MT of food. Round 
5 distributions are also ongoing in the region.
Looking at nutrition response, 136,594 moderately mal-
nourished children under five years old and 99,094 acute-
ly malnourished pregnant and nursing mothers in Somali 
Region were assisted across 72 woredas.  In Oromia Re-
gion, $300,000 were allocated for social cash transfer (for 
moderately malnourished pregnant and nursing mothers) in 
Dubluk and Wachile woredas. Meanwhile in SNNPR, at least 
3,669 quintals of CSB++ is being distributed for 53,501 chil-
dren under five years and pregnant and nursing mothers. 
In Southwest Region, funding was allocated to conduct a 
nutrition mass screening exercise in 31 drought-affected 
woredas of SNNPR and Southwest Ethiopia regions.

Water trucks continue to deliver water to affected popula-
tions across the regions. In Somali Region, some 2.6 mil-
lion people across 1,131 sites are benefitting from water 
trucking service, leaving more than 859,000 people unas-
sisted. An additional 200 trucks are required to fill the gap. 

In Oromia Region, only 75 trucks are providing water truck-
ing service in Bale, East Bale Borena, Guji and West Guji 
zones reaching 769,946 of some 2.5 million people at risk. 
An additional 124 trucks are needed to close the gap, while 
in SNNPR, six water trucks are operated by the Government 
in South Omo (4), Wolayita (1) and Halaba (1). Although the 
outbreak in Oromia is currently under control, high risks are 
prevalent in four woredas of Bale Zone. Overall, at least 608 
cholera cases and five deaths were reported so far. Two 
rounds of cholera vaccination were provided across four af-
fected woredas, and awareness-raising and water rationing 
is ongoing.

Urgent additional funding is required across sectors to 
scale up assistance to the drought-affected population and 
to avert another major humanitarian crisis in the region. 
Priority needs are food, nutrition, WASH, health, shelter 
and NFI, education, protection and livestock support (feed 
and vaccines). Fuel shortage across Somali Region is ham-
pering response efforts, including but not limited to water 
trucking services. 

This Drought Update #3 provides an overview of drought-re-
lated needs, ongoing responses and gaps as much as infor-
mation are available. Different from the previous Drought 
Updates, this issue also covers SNNP and Southwest re-
gions as more information has become available. 
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NEW INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS DUE TO THE DROUGHT



  AGRICULTURE 
Need:
• Safeguard 360,000 core breeding animals belonging to 180,000 
households in the drought-affected areas in Somali and Oromia.
• Treat 4.5 million heads of livestock for various drought-induced 
diseases in the affected regions.
• Vaccinate 6 million cattle and 10.5 million small ruminants belonging 
to 435,000 households in the affected areas in Somali and Oromia.
• Support the production of 30,000 tons of fodder by 4,000 households, 
enough to feed about 60,000 cattle and 200,000 small ruminants for 90 
days in Somali and Oromia.
• In SNNPR, 825,000 people targeted for agriculture and livestock 
support. 
• In Southwest Region, at least 5000 people require agricultural/
livestock support.

Response:
• In Somali Region, livestock treatment targeting 1.7 million livestock is 
ongoing in 39 drought-affected woredas. 

• Supplementary animal feeds are being provided by the Government 
and partners, including 121,836 bales of Rhodes Grass and 122,596 
kgs of multi-nutrient block. The demand is greater than the response. 

• Also in Somali, the regional Government reported having planted 
1,804 hectares of land to produce livestock forage (Sudan grass and 
cereals) at Bercano woreda in Shabelle Zone. The feed is now at 
harvesting stage, and it is hoped that it will prevent further the loss of 
livestock.

• In Oromia Region, 516,000 kg (5,160 quintals) of animal feeds – multi 
nutrient block (MNB) was shipped to Borena (3,240 quintals), West Guji 
(900 quintals) and East Bale (1,020 quintals) zones of the region. The 
feed distribution is currently underway in these zones. 

• Also in Oromia, Sinke Bank, Haromaya University and the Regional 
Bureau of Agriculture provided 6,000 bales of feed in East Hararge 
Zone.

• In SNNPR, 41,000 bale of dried grass provided for 27,000 heads of 
cattle in Dassenech woreda in South Omo Zone, benefitting 3,800 
pastoralists in SNNPR.  The animal feed support in SNNPR is only 
covering 20 per cent of the need. 

   EDUCATION 
Need:
• The education of a total of 514,018 has been impacted by the drought 
in Oromia, Somali, SNNP regions. These children have lost 4 to 5 
months of their academic year, which almost accounts for half a term’s 
learning. 

Response:
• At least 49,855 children were reached with school feeding (37,761 
children) and provision of temporary learning materials and other NFIs 
such as dignity kits (12,094 children) in Somali Region.

• At least 58, 672 children were reached with school feeding (55,110 
children) and provision of temporary learning materials and other NFIs 
such as dignity kits (3,562 children) in Oromia Region.

• At least 24,018 children were reached with school feeding in SNNP 
Region.

  EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS
Need:
• In Somali Region, life-saving emergency shelter and non-food Items 
(ES/NFI) support is required for an estimated 330,000 drought-affected 
people (both IDPs and host communities). In locations where markets 
are functional and accessible for the displaced community, a cash-
based strategy (unconditional cash) will be adopted to empower the 
affected people in responding to their needs.  
• In Oromia Region, 29,350 people require ES/NFI support as per the 
Regional Drought Response Plan. 

Response:

• In Somali Region, more than 3,350 IDPs in Maraagajo and 522 people 
in Jijiga received NFIs, and 311,000 people received cash assistance.

• In Oromia Region, 1,290 household ES/NFI,1,050 cash and 250 dignity 
kits distributed to support both conflict and drought affected people 
in Galena woreda (430 ES/NFI, cash 460 HHs and 50 HHs dignity kits); 
in Bule hora woreda (430 ES/NFI, cash 295 HHs and dignity kits 150 
HHs) and in Suro Berguda woreda (ES/NFI 430 HHs, cash 295 HHs and 
dignity kits 50HHs).

• Overall, since January, the ES/NFI Cluster only covered 6 per cent of 
the needs in the drought affected areas.

  FOOD 
Need:
• In Somali Region, over 3.4 million people require emergency food 
assistance (rice, sugar, vegetable cooking oil, wheat, lentils and oil), this 
includes 2.4 million people projected to be food insecure in the 2022 
Humanitarian Response Plan and additional 989,545 people, reportedly 
affected by the drought.
• In Oromia Region, the Regional Drought Response Plan has noted 
that 10 zones (Arsi, Bale, Borena, East Bale, East Hararge, East Shewa, 
Guji, West Arsi, West Guji and West Hararge) were severely affected by 
drought, and at least 3.6 million people are in need of food assistance. 
• In Southwest Region, at least 200,000 people require food assistance 
in drought-affected zones. 
• The southern and southeastern parts of SNNP and lowland areas 
of Sidama Region received below normal and erratic rains during the 
Meher season, which was also delayed by a month. This contributed 
to poor livestock body condition, low milk yield and unusual livestock 
deaths. Over 1 million people are projected to be food-insecure in 
drought-affected zones. 

Response:
• In Somali Region, the Regional Government is supporting over one 
million people and each targeted household receives 25kg sugar, 25k 
rice and 5 litres of oil. An additional 2.4 million are being assisted with 
a ration of cereals, pulses and vegetable oil, though with a reduced 
ration for cereals of 13 kg per person (down from 15 kg) due to resource 
shortages.  As of 24 March, WFP had distributed 27,477 MT of food 
and ETB 254.9 million through cash transfers to 2 million people in the 
affected zones under Round 4 allocation. Round 5 food distributions are 
also ongoing in the region. 
• Distribution of cash from the World Bank’s Contingent Emergency 
Response Component (CERC) funding is in progress in Oromia, Somali 
and SNNP regions to assist drought-affected people. As of end of 
March, all 38 targeted woredas in Somali Region had completed 
targeting and cash distributions had started in some woredas. 
• In Oromia, cash transfers distribution have started in 9 out of the 
targeted 38 woredas and targeting is ongoing in the remaining 29. 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE



• Also in Oromia, food distributions are ongoing through Government 
and partner pipelines in all affected zones, including in Borena, 
Bale, East Bale, East and West Hararge zones. As of 24 March, the 
Government has distributed 29,200 MT of food to 1.9 million people 
in the region for Round 4, including to drought-affected communities. 
Partners have assisted 0.9 million people   with 15,300 MT of cereals, 
pulses and vegetable oil. Both Government and partners are conducting 
food distributions from Round 5 in Oromia Region. 
• For SNNPR, the Government has distributed 18,500 MT of food to 1.2 
million people for round 4, and partners have assisted 115,700 people 
with 1,900 MT of food. As of 24 March, the Government had distributed 
6,600 MT of food in the region to 440,000 people, and partners had 
assisted 161,200 people with 2,700 MT of food. Round 5 distributions 
are also ongoing in the region. 
• Distribution of an incomplete food basket in some woredas remains 
a concern considering the food consumption gaps that require 
support with a standard food basket or cash transfers that will enable 
households to purchase a nutrition rich basket. 

 HEALTH
Need:
• In Somali Region, some 930,000 people need emergency health and 
reproductive health kits to health facilities and Mobile Health and 
Nutrition Teams (MNHTs) in affected areas.
• Measles outbreaks continues to be reported in the Somali and SNNP 
regions. In Somali, the outbreak affected at least 15 sites in Afdher, 
Fafan, Jarar, Liben and Shabelle zones, including five refugee camps in 
Liben Zone (Dollo-Ado is the most affected woreda). As of 31 March, 
1,046 measles cases and 16 deaths have been reported. There is a 
shortage of medical supplies (antibiotics and fluids) and the referral 
system needs to be strengthened rapidly to respond to the mounting 
health needs. 
• In Oromia Region, there is need to strengthen the Mobile Health and 
Nutrition Teams (MHNTs) to better reach  IDPs. 
• In Southwest Region, at least 210,000 people (6 per cent of 
population) need emergency health support. 
Response:
•124 metric tons (MT) of medicines and medical supplies delivered in 
Somali, Oromia and SNNP regions.

  NUTRITION
Need:
• In Somali Region, 413,942 moderately malnourished children under 
five years and 181,991 malnourished pregnant and nursing mothers are 
targeted for assistance.  
• In the Oromia Region, 153,000 severely malnourished children under-5 
need support across the drought-affected zones (until June 2022). 
• Also in Oromia, 613,800 moderately malnourished children under-5 and 
499,000 malnourished pregnant and nursing mothers require assistance 
until June 2022. 
• In Southwest Region, more than 38,000 children under-5 and pregnant 
and nursing mothers are targeted for nutritional support.  

Response:
• In Somali Region, 136,594 moderately malnourished children under 
five years and 99,094 malnourished pregnant and nursing mothers were 
assisted across 72 woredas from January to date.    

• In Oromia Region, US$300,000 were allocated for social cash transfer 
(for malnourished pregnant and nursing mothers) in Dubluk and Wachile 
woredas. 

• ‘Find and Treat’ Campaign (screening of SAM & MAM cases and treat 
on the spot) have been planned in 18 woredas in Borena and Bale/east 
Bale zones targeting some 155,766 children and 52,960 pregnant and 
nursing mothers.

• In SNNPR, 2,065 quintals of CSB++ being distributed for 38,385 people 
(18,041 children under five years and 20,324 pregnant and nursing 
mothers) in eight woredas/special woredas (Derashe, Amaro, Dugena 
Fango, Kindo Didaye, Silti, Misrak Siliti, Misrak Meskan and Tembaro.  

• 730 quintals of CSB++ being distributed for 7,054 people (3,638 
children under five years and 3,416 pregnant and nursing mothers) in 
South Omo Zone (Dasenech, Gangatom and Malle woredas). 

• Also in SNNPR, 874 quintals of CSB++ being distributed for 8,062 
people (3,724 children under five years and 4,338 pregnant and nursing 
mothers) in Karat Zuria and Segen Zuria woredas and Kena Cluster in 
Konso Zone. 

• In the Southwest Region, funding has been allocated to conduct a 
nutrition mass screening exercise in 31 drought-affected woredas of 
SNNPR and Southwest Ethiopia regions.

  PROTECTION - CHILD PROTECTION AND GENDER BASED 
VIOLENCE
Need:
• In Somali Region, at least 565,855 persons have been affected by the 
drought with a reduced access to protection services, including older 
persons at risk, persons with disabilities, women, children including 
unaccompanied & separated children (UASCs) and survivors of gender‐
based violence (GBV).

Response:
• In Somali Region, the regional Bureau of Women and Children Affairs 
(BoWCA) provided psychosocial support for 421 individuals of different 
age groups, including women, boys and girls and reached 599 boys and 
girls with CP/GBV awareness raising, including COVID-19 prevention. 
• In addition, the regional BoWCA has provided support material support 
that included food for 700 households, distributed dignity kits to 150 
girls, and powder milk for lactating mothers and 150 children under 5 
years.
• 32 malnourished children were referred to nutrition programs, while 24 
children were reunified with their family members in Shebelle and Afder 
zones.
• 11 social workers have been deployed to Faburo Higlo site in Gode and 
Gabicas IDP sites in Addadle woredas, which are hosting 600 displaced 
households each. 
• Child friendly space has been established at Higlo, Gabicas and 
Farburo IDP sites.
• Case management, psychosocial support and psychological first aid 
training has been organized for social workers, woreda sector offices 
and kebeles in Gode, Addadle and Dnanan woredas. 
• All social workers deployed are receiving continues technical support 
from regional BoWCA and humanitarian partners stationed in Gode.
• Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in Higlo and Gabicas sites are functional 
and providing psychosocial support and started identification and 
registration and have assessed sixcritical cases for referral. CP and 
GBV referral mechanisms have been established at zonal level and will 
resume their first zonal meeting by the end of the week.
• All social workers have been provided with GBV pocket Guide 
translated in Somali language through the CP/GBV AoR and PSEA 
Network.



  WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
Need:
• In Somali Region, 3.6 million people need support to access water 
across 1,975 sites in 84 woredas in 10 zones. More than 200 additional 
trucks are required to meet the current response gap.
• 184 non-functional boreholes require immediate repair in Somali, up 
from 98 non-functional boreholes a couple of weeks ago. 
• In Oromia Region, more than 2.9 million people need WASH support 
across 10 zones. At least 226 water trucks are required to meet the 
water trucking needs.
• 157 non-functional boreholes require immediate repair in Oromia.
• Also in Oromia, at least 608 cholera cases and five deaths were 
reported. Cases have been reported since 3 March 2022 in Harena 
Buluk woreda of Bale Zone after about 3 weeks of zero cases.
• In SNNPR, more than 202,000 people require water trucking support, 
with at least 36 water trucks.
• At least 120 non-functional boreholes need immediate repair in 
SNNPR.
• In Southwest Region, at least 50,000 people in two zones require 
water trucking support.  At least 70 non-functional boreholes require 
maintenance.

Response:
• In Somali Region, some 2.6 million people across 1,131 sites are 

benefitting from water trucking service, leaving more than 859,000 
people unassisted across 844 sites. 323 trucks are currently operational, 
including 284 trucks funded by the Government, 24 trucks funded by 
NGOs and 15 trucks funded by the private sector. 
• More than one million people in Somali Region have received basic 
WASH NFIs. 
• In Oromia Region, only 75 trucks are providing water trucking service 
in Bale, East Bale Borena, Guji and West Guji zones reaching 769,946 of 
some 2.5 million people at risk in these areas alone. An additional 124 
trucks are needed to close the gap.
• The rehabilitation of water schemes is ongoing in Borena, East Bale, 
West Arsi, East and West Hararge, Guji and West Guji zones. The first 
batch of electromechanics supplies for these schemes are at customs 
awaiting clearance. Also in Oromia, two rounds of cholera vaccination 
were provided across four affected woredas. Awareness raising and 
water rationing is ongoing. Although the outbreak is currently under 
control, high risks are prevalent in four woredas of Bale zone. 
• In SNNPR, six water trucks are operated by the Government in South 
Omo (4), Wolayita (1) and 1 Halaba (1).
• Six medium deep wells were constructed in Enemor and Ener and 
Meskan woredas in Gurage Zone.   
• Eight Emergency Water Treatment Kits provided in South Omo Zone 
(Dasenech and Gangatom woredas) and Wolayita Zone (Dugena Fango 
woreda).  
• In Southwest Region, at least nine trucks are required to address current 
gap.

Cash Working Group and Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance
Need:
• Multi-Purpose Cash (MPC) will be used to respond to needs highlight 
by clusters, as MPC will be used by targeted vulnerable households to 
address their priority needs. 

Response:
• The Cash Working Group (CWG) has developed an MPC Response 
Plan and guidance to target severely drought-affected households with 
unconditional and unrestricted MPC grant. This includes a harmonised 
eligibility and targeting criteria, focused on households with emergency/
survival needs (including those that have been displaced due to the 
shock). This, together with working through an area-based approach of 
coordination with cluster/ICCG response, will ensure reaching as many 
people in need as possible.
• The CWG developed a CVA feasibility assessment to be conducted in 
various drought-affected locations. 

An estimated US$545 million is required for the drought response in the 
first half of 2022 (until June).   Meanwhile, the Ethiopia Humanitarian 
Fund (EHF) has launched the 2022 EHF First Reserve Allocation for 
Drought Response.  The total allocation is $15million for Agriculture, 
ES/NFI, Health and WASH with locations in Somali, Oromia and SNNP 
regions. In addition, $2.5 million is allocated to top-up SWAN rapid 
response mechanism project to response to emergency situation across 
the country. This allocation is fast-tracked through pre-identification of 
projects for top-up/cost-extension and pre-identified partners for new 
projects. 

CROSS-CUTTING FUNDING UPDATE


