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HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• Community transmission 
of COVID-19 remains 
high in Ethiopia, with 
133,767 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, 
including 119,416 
recoveries and 2,066 
deaths, as of 24 January. 
 

• In Tigray Region, where 
insecurity continues, there 
has not been COVID-19 
surveillance activities 
since 4 November 2020.    
 

FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS 

$1.44 billion  

Total COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 

revised requirements 

 

$1.06 billion  

Non-COVID-19 requirements 

 

$374.2 million 

COVID-19 requirements 

 

People targeted 

Non-COVID-19 8.1 million 

COVID-19 7.8 million 

 

 

COVID-19 - Ethiopia updates 
1.92 million samples tested, 133,767 cases and 2,066 deaths registered 
Community transmission of COVID-19 remains high in Ethiopia, calling for a continued 
support to the risk communication and community engagement efforts. Case surveillance, 
testing, contact tracing, other prevention and related activities have critically decreased in 
at least the past six months, mostly due Government’s weak capacity and competing 
priorities. Community compliance is low mostly due to flawed perceptions about non-
existence of the disease or its mild to no symptoms. The lack of prevention puts particularly 
IDP and refugees living in overcrowded settings and humanitarian aid workers at heightened 
risk of contracting and spreading the disease. COVID-19 quarantine, isolation, treatment 
and testing facilities are closed or otherwise not fully operational due to lack of essential 
resources and support. More and flexible resources for COVID-19 prevention and response 
in coordination are required to contain the spread of the virus. 
 
Ethiopia counts 133,767 COVID-19 cases nationwide, with 119,416 (89.27 per cent) 
recoveries, 12,238 active cases and 2,066 deaths, as of 24 January. However, as the test 
capacity is low, numbers could be higher. There are some 217 patients currently in the 
intensive care unit. A total 316,256 contacts have been registered, of which 288,331 
completed the mandatory 14-days follow up and were discharged. Currently, 1,263 contacts 
are under follow up of which 1,219 were traced today giving a follow up rate of 96.5 per cent. 
Ethiopia is still the fourth country with the highest number of COVID-19 cases in Africa, after 
South Africa, Morocco and Egypt.  
 
From the 133,767 COVID-19 cases reported nationwide, the majority of the cases (98,579) 
have been reported by Addis Ababa and Oromia regions, constituting 74 per cent. Addis 
Ababa also accounts for close to 52 per cent of the total active cases and 98.5 per cent of 
the total new confirmed COVID-19 cases. There is high uncertainty in Tigray Region given 
that no surveillance activities have been carried out since 4 November 2020 and considering 
that there were hundreds of active cases by the start of the conflict in the area. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Government of 
Ethiopia and 
humanitarian partners 
are gradually scaling up 
food response to 
communities amid   a 
volatile security situation 
in most parts of Tigray 
Region with reported 
clashes, attacks, 
ambushes affecting 
movement of personnel 
and delivery of critical 
humanitarian assistance 
to people in need. 
 
 

• Humanitarian partners 
are setting up 
humanitarian hubs in 
the capital Mekele and 
Shire cities to 
coordinate response to 
the growing needs in the 
region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Continuing insecurity, 
shortage of supplies and 
logistic problems has 
put the lives of more 
than 100,000 IDPs in 
Metekel Zone and other 
50,000 who fled into the 
neighbouring Awi Zone 
in Amhara Region at a 
real risk. 

 
 

 

 

Tigray conflict update 
The security situation remains volatile in most parts of the Tigray Region, especially in 
Central, North Western and Eastern Zones, with reported clashes, attacks and ambushes 
that continue to affect movement of personnel and delivery of critical humanitarian 
assistance to people in need. Alarming allegations of sexual violence and abuses in Tigray 
Region, including rape cases, have been reported. Most of the victims claim that the attacks 
were perpetrated by “men in uniform”, including sometimes in exchange for basic 
commodities. The lack of basic medical supplies has so far limited or made impossible to 
provision of health and post-trauma interventions to the victims. Tens of thousands of people 
displaced in both rural and urban areas have lost their livelihood sources due to the conflict 
and the disruption of the market system. Refugees and Productive Safety Net Program 
clients remain in dire need of humanitarian assistance in the Region.  Electricity, banking, 
telephone and public transportation services are partially being restored in major towns, 
particularly in the Southern and Western Zones. However, internet connection remains 
switched off-severely affecting operations of partners in parts of the region. 

Humanitarian hubs set up in Mekele and Shire cities to coordinate Tigray 
response 

Humanitarian partners are setting up hubs in the capital Mekele and Shire cities to 
coordinate response to the growing needs in the region. All nine cluster leads have been 
identified and are ready deploy to Tigray pending clearance from the federal Government. 
The establishment of the hubs will help partners to better understand the needs first-hand 
and plan more coordinated response for which the humanitarian community has already 
mobilized US$76 million. Coordination and distribution of relief aid remains challenged by 
movement restrictions, insecurity, breakdown in Government services communication 
blackout and limited local capacity. The humanitarian hubs will also provide sustained 
coordination and information management capacity to the regional ECC. 

More than 150,000 displaced people in dire 
need of assistance in Metekel and Awi Zones 
Since July 2020, attacks by unidentified armed groups (UAGs) have cumulatively displaced 
150,000 people in Bullen, Dangur, Dibate, Guba, Mandura and Wombera woredas, 
representing over 30 per cent of the total population of Metekel Zone. Approximately 
100,000 internally displace people (IDPs) are inside Metekel while the other 50,000 have 
fled to the neighbouring Awi Zone in Amhara Region.  According to the Ethiopian Human 
Rights Commission, about 500 people lost their lives in the last five months including 207 
individuals killed in one day [ 23 December 2020]. More than 4,400 houses were burned in 
Bullen (4,169), Wombera (84) and Dibate (76) woredas.  

Due to insecurity, limited humanitarian assistance is being provided and there are huge gaps 
in provision of food, health supplies, water supply, shelter/NFIs and protection items 
according to the regional Disaster Risk Management Commission (DRMC). The 
Benishangul Gumuz Regional Government has provided some life-saving assistance since 
July 2020, including food and partial NFIs, using armed escorts. On 20 December 2020, 
NDRMC dispatched food items to Gilgel Beles town, but insecurity is challenging to transport 
the items to the woreda centres for distribution. NDRMC has provided 6,024 quintals of 
cereals for IDPs in Bulen woreda. The Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) distributed 500 
mattresses, 500 blankets in Bullen and Dibate woredas and NFIs and emergency drugs in 
Bullen, Dibate and Wombera woredas. ANE supported 3,400 mats, 13,600 blankets, 3,400 
buckets, 50,000 laundry soaps, 3,395 fire retardants, 6,800 mosquito bed nets, 3,400 
kitchen sets, and 2,400 plastic tarpaulins. The regional Health Bureau deployed two mobile 
health teams to Bullen and Dibate woredas and Plan International also deployed Education 
and Protection teams to Bullen, Dibate and Mandura woredas. Additional partners are 
joining the response, but a capacity gap still remains. In addition to the tense security 
situation challenging humanitarian access in Metekel Zone, Regional DRMC reported 
logistic problems to transport items deposited in Assosa to the IDPs in Metekel Zone.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• In Metekel, a significant 
gap in the response 
remains, including in 
provision of food, water 
supply, shelter/NFI and 
sexual and gender-
based violence support. 
 

• Desert locust 
infestations in Afar, 
Amhara, Oromia, 
Somali and SNNP 
regions continues to 
affect crops and 
pasture, impacting the 
food security situation in 
the country. 
 

• As conditions remain 
dry in some areas, the 
swarms are expected to 
disperse throughout 
southern and northern 
Ethiopia and north-
central Kenya, 
according to FAO. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• “My father, who was a 
policeman, is in Shire 
now. My mum was near 
the Humera Airport 
when the war started 
and I don’t know where 
she now. I just joined 
people leaving with 
vehicles when the war 
started as I was left 
alone at home.” 
 

• “I gave birth here in the 
school on 19 December. 
We arrived here on 9 
November using a 
tractor from Humera to 
Shiraro, on foot 90 
kilometres up until 
Shire, and then on a 
construction truck until 
Mekele.” 
 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, the Amhara Regional Disaster Preparedness and Food Security Programme 
Office reported that more than 50,000 people displaced from Metekel Zone are currently 
living in Chagni Ranch collective site in Awi Zone, in Amhara Region. The government 
provided two water trucks, installed five water tanks and set up 48 temporary tents at the 
site. However, the Chagni site is reportedly overcrowded and lacks basic facilities, and 
displaced people are in need of WASH and ES/NFIs support. The regional Government, in 
collaboration with partners, established an Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) at the 
Chagni IDP centre and an Incident Command Post (ICP) in Gondar to coordinate resources 
and prioritize needs and gaps.  

Desert locusts reported in five regions  
Desert locust infestations in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali and SNNP regions continue to 
affect crops and pasture, impacting the food security situation in the country. The epicentre 
of the desert locust infestation is along the rift valley, ranging from Afar to eastern Oromia 
all the way to SNNP Region. The West Guji Zone Disaster Risk Management Office reported 
some 18,269 households were affected by the desert-locust infestation, damaging a total of 
31,673 hectares of crop, range and forest land in 30 kebeles and causing crop loss 
amounting to 62,555 quintals. Some 44,848 hectares of land were put under control, most 
of them through traditional methods (41,848 ha) and aerial spraying by plane (3,000). The 
infestation was also reported in Guji, East Bale, Bale, and Borena zones of Oromia Region 
and the affected community are looking for humanitarian support such as seeds, fertilizers 
and food. Preventive and controlling measures are being undertaken in South Omo and Ale 
Special Woreda of SNNP Region which are still infested, while the swarms are expected to 
further expand. East and West Hararghe zones of Oromia Region as well as parts of Somali 
Region are being challenged by the desert locust infestation. The communities in southern 
zones of Somali Region are worried that the area will become hatching area in the future. 

In the past few days, there have been new reports from north-east Ethiopia of swarms in 
Afambo, Asayita and Dubti districts of the Afar Region as well as in North and South Wollo 
zones in eastern Amhara Region, according to the Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO). The swarms are likely to have arrived from the Sitti Zone near Dire Dawa and north-
west Somalia. There is a risk that the swarms could continue to move further into Amhara 
and reach the Tigray Region. Elsewhere, immature swarms are present in Oromia and 
SNPP regions. As conditions remain dry in some areas, the swarms are expected to 
disperse throughout southern and northern Ethiopia and north-central Kenya. Any rainfall 
that occurs in the coming weeks while cause swarms to mature and lay eggs that will hatch 
and give rise to hopper bands during February and March.  

FAO’s latest Desert Locust Situation Update is available here: https://bit.ly/3ojJJVD 

Displaced people at Kissanet School in Mekele 
explain their stories 
Since the Tigray conflict started in November 2020, tens of thousands of civilians left their 
homes in different directions fleeing shelling and heavy fighting. While more than 60,000 
people crossed borders to Sudan, others were displaced internally within Tigray.  
 
Kissanet School in Mekele city is one of the sites hosting people internally displaced. 
Humanitarian partners have provided assistance to the 587 people, including408 children, 
sheltered there.  Food rations were distributed in December for two-months. There are few 
sanitation facilities on the site and IDPs were initially supported by water tracking from World 
Vision International and the Ethiopian Red Cross Society. Those people sick are allowed 
free access to health care in the Ider Referral Hospital, but there were no medical supplies, 
and IDPs did not have the resources to purchase them.  
 
Huge protection concerns have been reported by people who have come from various 
places in Tigray, mainly Humera and Danesha (Western) and from Shire and Shiraro 
(Central), and Hawzen (East) areas.  
 

https://bit.ly/3ojJJVD
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• “We hide in the 
Sorghum fields at night, 
waiting for the shelling 
to stop, but it didn’t and 
then we decided to flee 
with what we had.” 

 
 

• “I don’t know where my 
husband is; I think he is 
in Sudan. When the 
shelling started, he was 
out in the field. I fled 
with my two daughters 
by foot until Shire, then I 
took a bus in Shire until 
Mekelle. We are safe 
here, but it is cold at 
night, and we do not 
have blankets.” 

 
 

•  “My mum was near the 
airport and I was alone 
in Humera when the war 
started. I don’t know 
where she is right now.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

One displaced person who fled from around Humera explained the tenacious journey to 
reach Mekele: “We hide in the sorghum fields at night, waiting for the shelling to stop, but it 
did not and then we decided to flee with what we had. We walked until Shire [about 260 
kilometres] and arrived at an agricultural school campus, but we left Shire as heavy shelling 
reached the town. Some people left walking, others used tractors, and others with trucks.” 

 
As Yeshi, a mother of two daughters who are 20 
and 4 years old from May Kadra in Western 
Tigray, recounts, many families have been 
separated. “I do not know where my husband is; 
I think he is in Sudan. When the shelling started, 
he was out in the field. I fled with my two 
daughters by foot until Shire [about 288 
kilometres], then I took a bus in Shire until 
Mekele,” she says. “We are safe here, but it is 
cold at night, and we do not have blankets. 
Today REST – USAID gave us ‘biscuits’ for the 
children. I want to go back to my hometown as 
people are telling me that say the situation is 
getting better there,” she adds. 
 
14-year-old Roina has also separated from her 
parents. “My father, who was a policeman, is in 
Shire now. My mum was near the Humera 
Airport when the war started and I don’t know 
where she is now. I just joined people leaving 
with vehicles when the war started as I was left 
alone at home,” she explains. 
 
A 85-year-old man from Temben in Central 
Tigray said, “My family is still there. I was the 
only one to flee. All our assets were destroyed. I’m in touch with my family who are suffering 
but safe. Lots of people died due to heavy guns.”  

Dani, who is 17, explains his experience: “People fled in all directions when heavy guns 
suddenly came to us. We didn’t see soldiers, just heavy guns targeting our houses. Some 
elders did not want to leave. I don’t know what had happened to them. I saw 18 women 
delivering in the road from Humera to Shiraro.” 

“Seven days after the war started, I 
fled being pregnant and with my 
daughter on foot. We avoided the 
main road and walked 400 kilometres 
all the way to Abiyi Adi for 17 days to 
reach Mekele. I gave birth in the clinic 
here in Mekele and my baby is fine. I 
heard everything back in my village 
was burned and destroyed,” a woman 
from a rural village near Humera says. 
 
Iridia was also pregnant and delivered 
a baby after arriving in Mekele. “We 
arrived here on 9 November using a 
tractor from Humera to Shiraro, then 
on foot 90 kilometres up until Shire 
and finally on a construction truck until 

Mekele. I gave birth here in the school on 19 December,” she says. “My mother was 
wounded during the fighting and I don’t know where she is now,” Iridia continues. 

 

 

Yeshi from May Kadra does not know the 
whereabouts of her husband.                                 

Photo Credit: OCHA/Jordi 

Some of the youth IDPs at Kissanet School, Mekele. 
Photo Credit: OCHA/Jordi 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The Ethiopia 2020 
humanitarian appeal is 
64.1 per cent funded, 
including $187 million 
Government allocation 
and $735 million by the 
international community 
 

• The $116.5 million plan 
targeting 2.3 million 
people in Tigray, 
Amhara and Afar with 
life-saving assistance 
between November 
2020 and January 2021 
is 65 per cent funded, 
leaving an outstanding 
gap of almost $40.3 
million, as of 25 
January. 
 

 
 

 

 

HRP Funding Update 
The Ethiopia 2020 humanitarian appeal was 64.1 per cent funded as of 19 January, 
including $187 million (13 per cent) Government allocation and $735 million (51.1 per cent) 
by the international community. Additional needs due to increased conflicts and community 
violence are currently stressing the Clusters’ pipelines. Multiple Clusters are facing pipeline 
breaks, which will have dire consequences for people in need of assistance and protection.  
 
Meanwhile, resource mobilization around the Humanitarian Preparedness Plan (HRP) in 
response to the conflict in Tigray Region is ongoing, while partners are moving forward with 
its implementation with available resources. The $116.5 million plan targeting nearly 2 
million people in Tigray, Amhara and Afar with life-saving assistance between November 
2020 and January 2021 is now 65 per cent funded, leaving an outstanding gap of almost 
$40.3 million as of 25 January 2021. 
 
The Northern Response Pan will be merged with the 2021 Ethiopian Humanitarian 
Response Plan.  
 

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit - OIC, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Alfred Nabeta, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, nabeta@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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