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ERF allocates US$3.7 million to support Bara returns  
In the period between 15 March and 30 June, more than 32,900 displaced families 
returned to their homes in the Bara area of Khyber Agency, Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA). According to a recent inter-cluster assessment, many of these families lack 
access to basic services and livelihood 
opportunities. The findings of the 
assessment indicate that nearly a third 
of returnees in Bara do not have access 
to health facilities, child malnutrition 
rates are at emergency levels, an 
estimated 90 per cent of physical 
infrastructure is damaged including 
many school buildings and houses, and 
more than half of returnee families 
have to walk more than 15 minutes to 
access water. These returning IDPs need 
assistance to rebuild their houses and 
livelihoods, while support is required to 
ensure the provision of health, 
education and other services.  
 
With support from the Swedish 
International Development Agency 
(SIDA), the Pakistan Emergency 
response Fund (ERF) has allocated 
US$3.7 million to support families 
returning to Bara. The funding has been 
assigned to 20 projects across a variety 
of clusters.   
 
The largest proportion of the funds has 
been earmarked for the provision of 
building materials and basic non-food-
items (NFIs). ERF funds will also be used 
to provide life-saving health services 
through 6 Government health facilities 

Cluster 
Fund allocation 

US$ % 

Community Restoration 
(CoRe) 

200,000 5% 

Education 350,000 9% 

Health 400,000 11% 

Nutrition 650,000 18% 

Food Security 400,000 11% 

Protection 430,000 12% 

Shelter and NFI 920,000 25% 

WASH 350,000 9% 
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Figure 1: ERF allocation of funding 
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and nutrition services through 8 facilities, as well as rehabilitating water and sanitation 
facilities in 6 Government health facilities and 33 schools. Funding for protection activities 
will be used to run 2 women friendly spaces and 19 child friendly spaces. Meanwhile, 
US$350,000 will be used to provide 7,800 children with school supplies and support the 
establishment of 70 temporary learning centres. Livelihood support will be provided 
through agriculture packages as well as cash-for-work and other income generation 
activities.    
 

These projects will mainly be implemented by national NGO (61 per cent of funding 
allocated) and international NGO (28 per cent). Two nutrition projects will be implemented 
by UN agencies (11 per cent). The supported projects are expected to start in August 2015. 

SIDA meets ERF partners in KP 
The Swedish International 
Development Agency (SIDA) has 
been one of the major donors to 
ERF Pakistan, with a total 
contribution of over $12 million 
since 2013. Contributions from 
SIDA have been used to support 
people in new and protracted 
displacement in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province and 
FATA. In 2014, SIDA funds were 
used to support 62 projects, 
with 49 per cent funds going 
through local NGOs. Funds from 
SIDA have also been used to 
pilot emergency stock prepositioning projects as part of flood preparedness measures in 
KP, Punjab, Balochistan and Sindh.   
  

A delegation from SIDA headquarters visited KP for a two-day visit in May 2015 to observe 
the implementation of supported projects and the current situation of IDPs. On the first 
day of the mission, the delegation visited a protection project in Jalozai camp implemented 
by Handicap International, a nutrition project in Nowshera implemented by PEACE, and 
two health projects in Peshawar implemented by Society For Human & Environmental 
Development (SHED) and Women Empowerment Organization (WEO). Implementing 
partners briefed the delegation on their progress, while beneficiaries discussed the utility 
of the humanitarian assistance they have received. 

 

On the second day, the delegation met with Cluster Coordinators and representatives of 
implementing partners to discuss the current IDP situation, the response and the unmet 
humanitarian needs of the affected population. Then in a meeting, the Temporary 
Displaced Persons Support Management Secretariat outlined how the Secretariat supports 
displaced persons in KP and FATA.  The delegation also met with the Director General of 
FATA Disaster Management Authority (FDMA) who provided information about the return 
process and the situation in return areas of FATA. He expressed his appreciation for SIDA’s 
support through ERF to families returning to Bara and confirmed that FDMA would 
facilitate the smooth implementation of ERF supported projects. The most recent 
contribution by SIDA will be fully allocated to support people returning to Bara.   

Ms Begoña Barrientos from SIDA (centre) is briefed  
by the SHED health team in Peshawar. Source: SHED 
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Livelihood support for vulnerable IDPs 
Thirty-nine year old, Bibi Islam lives 
with her 6 children (3 girls; 3 boys), 
75 year old husband and his 
second wife in deplorable 
conditions in Togh Sarai IDP camp. 
Bibi Islam is both deaf and mute, 
and her family faces significant of 
challenges. Bibi’s 13 year old twin 
sons work as daily labourers 
earning between PKR3,000 and 
PKR4,000 per month. Since her 
husband stopped working due to 
his age, the twins have been the 
main source of income for the 
family. They also receives monthly 
food rations. Only one child in the 
family, the six year old son, is 
enrolled in school.  
 
“In our home area, we lived happily from farming and our livestock,” explained Bibi in sign 
language. However, when the Government announced that a military operation was about 
to start, they fled with hundreds of other families. At first Bibi Islam and her family rented 
a house in the local community, but as they became increasingly destitute, they moved 
into Togh Sarai IDP camp. 
 

The national NGO SHID received 
US$199,986 from ERF funding to conduct 
vocational skill development training for 
vulnerable families like Bibi Islam’s in Togh 
Sarai Camp. After completing a 32-day 
tailoring course, Bibi Islam was given a 
complete set of tools (including a sewing 
machine) and two cash installments of 
PKR12,736 (US$123). SHID conducts 
training on a range of other vocational skills 
for men and women including embroidery, 
carpentry and electrical work. The 
organization has also employed IDPs from 
Togh Sarai to help rehabilitate the camp 
infrastructure.   

 
With her newly acquired skills, Islam Bibi is 
now earning money by working from home. 
She plans to use the additional income to 
send all her children to school and provide 
them with more nutritious food. Any 
savings will be used to help rebuild their 
home when they return to their village in 
FATA, where she plans to continue her 
tailoring business.   

Social mobiliser discusses the vocational skill  
training with a female beneficiary 

IDP women participate in a tailoring 
training course at Togh Sarai camp.  

Credit: SHID 
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Twins improve after receiving nutrition suplements  
When the twins Abdullah and Fatima were first 
born, they were fed tea because their mother 
did not have enough breastmilk to feed them. 
For the next six months they were fed mainly 
with a combination of team and formula. As a 
result of these poor feeding practices, both 
children became weak and contracted several 
diseases.   
 
A door-to-door child malnutrition screening 
conducted by the NGO, PEACE, identified both 
twins as being severe acute malnourished. 
They were referred to and received treatment 
from the Community Based Acute 
Malnourishment, and Infant and Young Child 
Feeding (IYCF) programmes run by the same 
organization. The nutrition project is jointly 
funded by ERF, UNICEF and WFP.    
 
A PEACE nutrition assistant guided their 
mother about how to administer ready to use 
therapeutic food on a daily basis according to 
their weight. The nutrition assistant briefed 
her about the importance of immunization, 
with the twins were also referred on for 
standard immunizations. Meanwhile, an IYCF 
counsellor advised the mother to replace bottle feeding with complementary 
breastfeeding, briefed her on best practices for breastfeeding, and encouraged her to 
continue breastfeeding till the children are two years of age. 
 
By the fourth visit, the nutrition of both children had improved significantly. The father of 
the twins expressed his thanks, saying that “with the help and useful guidance of the PEACE 
team, my two children are getting better.”  
 
  

Twins Abdullah and Fatima receive 
support for severe acute malnutrition  

Credit: PEACE 
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For projects that started in 2014 and are continuing in 2015, and projects started in 2015 


