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Introduction 

A general overview of outbreaks that occurred within the WHO African 

Region between January and December 2013 is provided in this issue.  
 

Overview of reported outbreaks in WHO African Region 

Based on data received from the Event Management System (EMS)*, 72 

public health events were reported to the Regional Office between       

January and December 2013, of which 89% (64 / 72) were due to infec-

tious diseases; with cholera being the most frequently reported infectious 

event (33%). The distribution of these events  is shown in figure 1 and 2 

and table1.  

*EMS is a WHO web-based application that supports the process of epidemic 
intelligence detection, verification, risk assessment and monitoring.  

Fig. 1. Distribution of Hazard by country in the WHO African Region, January - December 2013 
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Fig. 2. Geographic distribution of public health events by country in the WHO African Region, January -  December 2013 

Table 1. Frequency of public health events by hazard and disease / condition 

in the WHO African Region, January – December 2013 
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Between 01 January and 31 December 2013, a total of 49 465 cholera cases including 1 197 deaths (CFR: 

2.4%) were reported from 21 countries.  

The highest proportion of reported cases were from Democratic Republic of Congo which accounted for 54% 

(26 944 / 49 465) of cases followed by Angola (13%) and Nigeria (13%). The distribution of cholera cases 

and deaths is shown in table 2 and figures 3 and 4.   

 

 

1. Cholera 

Fig. 3. Distribution of cholera cases and deaths by country in the WHO African Region, January - December 2013 

Table 2.  Distribution of cholera cases and deaths by country, 
WHO African Region,  January - December 2013 

In 2012, a total of 94 553 cases and 1 834 deaths 

were reported from 25 countries resulting in a CFR 

of 1.9%. DR Congo, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Guinea, 

Uganda and Niger accounted for 90% (85 293 / 94 

553) of the total number of cases and 70% (1 596 / 

1 834) of all deaths.   
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Fig 4. Geographic distribution of cholera cases in the WHO African Region, 

January -  December 2013 

In response to the cholera outbreaks, all affected countries continuous to implement prevention and control 

measures which include: reactivation of epidemic management committees, enhancement of surveillance, 

strengthening of laboratory capacities for early confirmation, risk assessment, public health awareness, 

WASH activities and resource mobilization.   

WHO continues to provide guidance and technical support to all affected countries in close collaboration with 

UNICEF, CDC, ECHO, USAID  and other partners.  
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2. Meningitis 

Between January and December 2013, a total of 88 786 meningitis cases and 1 742 deaths were reported 

from 18 countries (Table 3). The Case Fatality Ratio was estimated at 9.3%.  A total of 6 districts from 4 

countries crossed the epidemic threshold as shown in Table 3 and Figure 5. A total of 28 351 meningitis cas-

es and 2 468 deaths (CFR: 8.7) were reported during the same period in 2012 and 46 districts in 12 coun-

tries crossed the epidemic threshold.  

Fig  5. Districts that crossed the epidemic threshold, January - December 2013 

Districts that crossed the 
epidemic threshold 

Countries in the 
meningitis belt 

Table 3. Distribution of meningitis cases and deaths in the WHO 
African Region,  January - December 2013 
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Table 4.  Pathogens identified by PCR, Latex and Culture, January -  December 2013 

The most prevalent pathogens identified in the districts that had crossed the epidemic threshold were Strep-

tococcus pneumoniae (55%) and Neisseria meningitidis (41%). Out of the 340 confirmed Neisseria meningiti-

dis samples, the most frequent serogroup was Nm W135 (69%, n=236) as shown in  Figure 6.  

In 2012, the most prevalent pathogens identified in the districts that had crossed the epidemic threshold were 

Neisseria meningitidis (69%) and Streptococcus pneumoniae (29%).  

In response to the meningitis outbreaks, WHO in collaboration with partners supported the Ministries of 

Health in enhancing surveillance, planning and conducting reactive vaccination campaigns and ensuring that 

appropriate messages targeting the affected populations were disseminated.  

Fig 6. Meningitis pathogens as identified by Latex, Culture and PCR, January - December  2013  
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 3. Polio 

Between January and December 2013, the African region reported 79 wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases 

from Nigeria (53 cases), Kenya (14 cases), Ethiopia (8 cases) and Cameroon (4 cases) compared to 109 

cases reported during the same period in 2012. The situation of polio in Nigeria, Kenya, Ethiopia, and Came-

roon is as follows: 

Nigeria: almost half of the cases occurred in security compromised states of Borno and Yobe, and other cas-

es are genetically linked to these states. 

Ethiopia: the current Horn of Africa outbreak 

of wild poliovirus type 1 has spread to Ethio-

pia. Eight WPV1 cases have been confirmed 

in Ethiopia, Somali region (Geladi district of 

Warder zone). The cases are genetically re-

lated to the Somalia viruses.  

Kenya: fourteen wild poliovirus type 1 

(WPV1) cases have occurred, all from north 

eastern province (Dadaab, Fafi and Hulugho 

districts). The latest case in Kenya has date 

of onset of the paralysis on 14 July 2013 

Cameroon: four wild poliovirus case type 1 

(WPV1) has been reported from Quest 

(Malentouen District).  

To achieve the strategic objectives developed during the WHO inter-regional consultation between AFRO 

and EMRO, intensified outbreak response activities continued in the Horn of Africa. Several large scale SIAs 

involving Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia (refugees camps included) were conducted. Additional rounds is be-

ing implemented from August to December 2013 with the engagement of national authorities and local lead-

ers  to interrupt the transmission.  Surveillance activities are being enhanced in all countries and in refugee’s 

camps and across the borders.   

A cross-border meeting involving countries of the Horn of Africa was held in  Ethiopia on November 18, 2013. 

A number of action points aimed at enhancing  cross-border collaboration on surveillance and response to 

Polio outbreaks and other epidemic diseases were developed and adopted by participating countries.  

Fig 7. Geographic distribution of polio cases in the WHO African Region, 

January - December  2013 
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4. Viral Hemorrhagic Fevers 

Between January and December 2013, seven countries experienced Viral Hemorrhagic Fever (VHF) out-

breaks. Yellow Fever outbreaks were reported from Cameroon, Chad, Central African Republic, DR. Congo, 

Niger, Ethiopia and Uganda; Lassa Fever in Nigeria, Liberia and Ghana;  CCHF in Namibia, South Africa, 

and Uganda.  The distribution of these VHFs by country is shown  in figure 8.  

WHO in collaboration with partners provided support to affected countries in the areas of coordination, sur-

veillance, field epidemiology, laboratory, immunization, case management, outbreak logistics, resource mobi-

lization, public information and social mobilization. Several experts from different disciplines were deployed to 

support field investigation and response operations. 

Fig. 8. Geographic distribution of VHF in the WHO African Region, January  - December 2013 
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5. Dengue Fever  

Between January and December 2013,  a total of 1081 cases and 10 deaths were reported from Angola 

(1008 cases and 10 deaths), Cape Verde (2 cases and 0 death), Namibia (1 case and 0 death) and Sey-

chelles (70 cases and 0 death).  Circulating dengue virus serotypes  were 1, 2 and 3. 

Country Cases Deaths CFR% 

Angola 1008 10 1.0 

Cape Verde 2 0 0 

Namibia 1 0 0.0 

Seychelles 70 0 0.0 

Total 1081 10 0.9 

In response to these dengue outbreaks, WHO and partners supported the Ministries of Health in the areas of 

epidemiology, data management, laboratory, logistics, social mobilization and infection control.  WHO pro-

vided supplies and deployed epidemiologists, entomologists, Infection Control and Social mobilization ex-

perts to provide technical support.  

Fig. 9. Geographic distribution of Dengue in the WHO African Region, 
January  - December 2013 

Table. 5. Dengue reported in the WHO African Region, 
January - December  2013 
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DISEASE SURVEILLANCE AND RESPONSE PROGRAMME AREA  

DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL CLUSTER 

WHO REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA 

Email:  outbreak@afro.who.int 

Website:  http://www.afro.who.int 


