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Humanitarian needs continue to be worsened by the spread of COVID-19 across the country while access to basic services, 
including health care, is becoming more limited for internally displaced people (IDPs), migrants and host communities. 
Hospitals, already facing equipment, medicine and fuel shortages, are either closing down or turning away suspected 
COVID-19 cases, and close to 10,000 people have fled areas, mostly in Aden, for fear of contracting the virus. The 
ongoing conflict adds another layer of challenges, with close to 130,000 households reporting restricted access to health 
facilities as a direct result of the impact of armed violence1. At the same time, test kits and protective equipment shortages 
limit COVID-19 surveillance and response efforts. These challenges, along with the perceived risks of seeking care and 
delayed hospital treatment, make the full human impact of COVID-19 in Yemen difficult to measure. New Integrated Phase 
Classification (IPC) analysis for southern governorates warns that there will be an alarming increase in the number of people 
facing acute food insecurity in the next six months, as a result of the pandemic and economic crisis. Up to 40 per cent of 
the population in southern governorates will be affected due to a drastic reduction in incomes and purchasing power.

To improve access to health and basic services, camp coordination and camp management (CCCM) teams are urgently 
scaling up COVID-19 service mapping and infection prevention and control (IPC) activities in displacement sites. These 
activities have been able to resume across Taizz, Ibb and Marib governorates, after a suspension by the Executive Unit, the 
body responsible for coordinating activities in the south, was lifted. Thousands of IDPs were also affected by heavy flooding; 
IOM assessments in Marib alone estimate that more than 5,000 households are in urgent need of shelter, non-food item 
(NFI), food and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH). Through the common shelter and non-food item (S-NFI) pipeline, 
IOM is deploying contingency stocks to support affected communities.

As migrant arrivals into Yemen decreased for the fifth month since the start of the outbreak, more and more migrants 
are becoming stranded, unable to continue their journeys to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), largely as a result of 
COVID-19 movement restrictions. Stranded migrants face perilous conditions in detention and forced transfers from various 
governorates at the hands of local security actors. Traditional coping mechanisms such as support from host communities 
are eroding amid the pandemic. IOM continues to raise visibility over the situation of migrants in Yemen, and the need for 
return solutions for stranded migrants.
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A woman in Marib takes part in an IOM vocational training by learning how to sew ©IOM 2020

People reached 
through COVID-19 
awareness raising 

8 million

Individuals served by 
water supply system 

rehabilitation activities

55,193 

Migrants received health 
and aid assistance

7,932

1 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CIMP%20Quarterly%20Report_2020_Q2.pdf
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HEALTH

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, IOM’s health activities 
have focused on ensuring migrants, IDPs and other conflict 
affected communities have sustained access to critical primary 
and secondary health services, cholera treatment, mental health 
and psychosocial support. Concurrently, IOM is expanding its 
COVID-19 preparedness and response interventions, working 
with health authorities to build the capacity of health staff on 
COVID-19 prevention and management, and increasing IPC 
capacity through the establishment of COVID-19 treatment and 
quarantine centres. Over the course of July, IOM trained 148 
health workers in Lahj and Taizz on COVID-19 case management, 
case definition and IPC. In parallel, IOM launched activities that 
will enhance COVID-19 testing capacities in Aden and Marib. In 
July, 500 testing kits for COVID-19 were delivered for frontline 
workers in Aden. In Marib, IOM’s quarantine centres in two 
displacement sites are nearly complete, and the Organization 
plans to further enable active contact tracing and community 
outreach through Rapid Response Teams. IOM’s eight mobile 
medical teams continued to provide health care services to 
migrants and IDPs in Lahj, Shabwah and Marib governorates, 
reaching 5,295 people.

A doctor in Aden carries out a health consultation with a member of a conflict affected community ©IOM 2020

45%
Target 

Reached

Primary Health Care 
Consultations 

16,981 Conducted

COVID-19 IPC and case 
management 

67%
Target 

Reached

148 Health workers trained 

IOM is launching efforts to establish a laboratory 
and deploy GeneXpert systems in Marib, where 
there is currently no COVID-19 testing capacity. 
IOM is also seeking resources to further expand 
activities to provide Polymerase Chain Reaction 
(PCR) testing systems in Marib, deploy additional 
GeneXpert systems to underserved governorates 
and support Rapid Response Teams for enhanced 
contact tracing and RCCE activities. 

Health worker tests PPE and laboratory equipment in 
an IOM-constructed COVID-19 isolation and treatment 

centre in Marib ©IOM 2020
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IOM continued to lead an integrated response in Marib to address the needs of newly displaced 
households (HHs), while coordinating multi-sectorial partner support targeting more than 
10,000 displaced families. In coordination with IOM’s WASH teams, RCCE and IPC activities 
have been scaled up in IDP hosting sites, and IOM is working with CCCM partners to map out 
available health and basic services to inform site level interventions. To identify persons at high 
risk, 16,376 IDP HHs were surveyed across 28 IOM-supported IDP hosting sites in Marib. IDPs 
(90 women) are being supported through trainings and assistance to weave 31,500 masks for 
IDPs, and IOM is launching community shielding activities that will include providing displaced 
families with 800 infection prevention and control (IPC) kits, starting with Marib.

“Corona has made our situation worse — everyone is tired,” 
said Salam, a displaced woman originally from Al Hudaydah 
currently sheltering in a displacement site in Aden.

Nearly six years have passed, since the conflict in Yemen 
started and so far in 2020, more than 100,000 people have 
been forced to flee due to fighting and insecurity. 

However, COVID-19 is beginning to emerge as a new cause 
of internal displacement across the country while reports of 
increasing illness and death from communities are confirming 
the humanitarian community’s assumption that the virus is 
widespread. 

“Some people have had to sell their mattresses, blankets 
and children’s clothes. We used to work as maids but now 
when we go knocking on doors to offer our services, they 
demand that we leave because they are afraid that we will 
infect them. Since they won’t give me work in their homes, 
I have to beg on the street,” added Salam. Many of those 
displaced as a result of the outbreak were already living in 

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

16,376 surveys on 
COVID-19 vulnerabilities 

and risks to inform 
community shielding 

activities

IN FOCUS: COVID-19 AND DISPLACEMENT

displacement and are moving for the second, third or fourth time. “People are living in constant fear of developing coronavirus 
symptoms, and they don’t have anything to protect themselves with,” said Rawdah, who was displaced from one district to 
another in Taizz and is now living in a displacement site. 

The water and sanitation situation in many of the displacement sites in Yemen is extremely worrying, and displaced Yemenis are 
finding it difficult to access health care. This is particularly the case in Marib where the majority of people have been displaced 
to this year—more than 66,000 people. Due to the sheer number of displaced people sheltering in and around Marib city, 
informal displacement sites are overcrowded and lack access to essential services. In addition to collecting information on the 
movement and needs of internally displaced people in Yemen, IOM provides them with humanitarian assistance and protection. 

Displaced people collected water at an IDP site in Marib ©IOM 2020

With heavy rains and flooding causing damage to shelters and other IDP hosting site facilities, IOM has scaled up site risk 
mitigation and site improvement activities. In Marib, for example, IOM is constructing a 2-kilometre-long gabion flood protection 
wall in the largest IDP hosting site, Al Jufainah Camp, to support nearly 30,000 residents and is carrying out various other site 
improvement activities across the governorate. In Ibb, eight evicted IDP HHs were helped move to a new IDP site, with these 
efforts informed by intention surveys and in coordination with cluster partners
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SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 

IOM continued to administer the nationwide contingency stock pipeline, ensuring 
emergency shelter, NFI and hygiene kits are available to humanitarian partners (in 
coordination with regional coordination teams at the hub level) to cover emergency 
needs within 72 hours of a conflict or natural hazard. 

This prepositioning capacity has become even more critical as thousands of IDPs are 
being affected by flooding – partners estimate that over 21,000 households are affected 
across Al Hudaydah, Hajjah, Marib, Taizz, Ibb, Al Dhale and Abyan governorates. As 
part of its direct distribution activities, IOM supported 2,470 flood-affected families 
with in-kind shelter support in Marib, and distributed shelter material for shelter repair 
in 21 sites in Marib City and Marib Al Wadi districts. 

This comes after in-kind and cash support to over 5,000 families affected by flooding 
in April. In Taizz, 140 transitional shelters were constructed in Al-Dahr Al Jadeed 
displacement site, with construction activities ongoing for 467 transitional shelters in 
two additional sites.

140 transitional shelters 
constructed
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Prepositioned Items

NFI (12,285)

ESK (8,117)

Family tents (1,500)

Hygiene kits (4,000)

IOM's Multi-Sectoral Contingency Stock Pipeline 

64%
Target 

Reached

Emergency Shelter Kits, 
in-kind and cash

4,502 HHs provided
with ESKs

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-reaches-over-25000-internally-displaced-people-yemen-shelter-support
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-reaches-over-25000-internally-displaced-people-yemen-shelter-support
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PROTECTION

IOM’s protection team has expanded protection screening 
activities in Marib, where the heavy rains and ongoing 
conflict have increased risks for many IDPs and migrants. 
This month, 1,314 IDPs and migrants were screened and 
referred for emergency shelter, NFIs, and health support. In 
Aden and Marib, case management services were provided 
to 90 people. 

IOM teams continue to work with partners to scale-up 
humanitarian support for migrants stranded in Yemen, 
working particularly with the health teams to increase 
access to health services. Through IOM migrant response 
points and mobile teams, 3,802 migrants in Aden, Marib and 
Sana’a received food, water and relief items (such as clothing, 
hygiene kits, snacks and water) while health services were 
provided to 4,130 migrants. 

In Aden, IOM registered 1,500 stranded migrants for a cash-
for-work programme, which will launch in August; migrants 
will be engaged in cleaning campaigns in the city, offering 
them a means to make a living. IOM continues to provide 
daily assistance in Sana’a, where migrants living conditions 
are drastically deteriorating. 

IOM socio-economic support activities are helping increase 
local purchasing power from communities affected by the 
reduction of remittances and a depreciating currency. In 
Hadramaut and Marib, IOM in partnership with implementing 
partners, completed vocational trainings on various topics, 
such as hairdressing, graphic design, maintenance and repair, 
and others. Activities supported 575 households in total 
(250 in Marib and 325 in Hadramaut). 

IOM conducted COVID-19 risk communication and 
community engagement activities, raising awareness through 
loudspeakers, posters and banners and reaching close to  

TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

1 million people. Trainings for 100 community volunteers, 60 community influencers, 30 teachers and 60 persons with special 
needs were also held on COVID-19 risks and mitigation measures. In Seiyun, Tarim and Al Gatton districts, 60 beneficiaries 
were trained on sewing face masks, and started the production of face masks in order to be distributed in public offices and 
places with high risks of COVID-19 transmission. Infrastructure rehabilitation activities are progressing to construct a primary 
school in Marib – where educational infrastructure has been damaged from the conflict – as well as a warehouse to store critical 
medical supplies for the Ministry of Health and Population. 

10%
Target 

Reached

Cash for work, vocational 
training & small grant assistance

4,690 People engaged

10%
Target 

Reached

Public infrastructure 
construction 

1 Medical warehouse 
constructed

IOM mobile medical team with migrants in Lahj ©IOM 2020
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

Emergency WASH interventions, such as water 
distribution, hygiene promotion, and community 
mobilizer trainings have been key in responding to 
the COVID-19 pandemic at the community level. In 
Aden, Taizz, Abyan, Ibb, Marib and Shabwah, IOM and 
partners conducted 6,470 house-to-house visits to 
raise awareness on COVID-19, reaching approximately 
35,659 people, and 30 community volunteers were 
trained on hygiene promotion. 

IOM water trucking activities in IDP hosting sites 
continued throughout the month, with over 13,197,150 
litres of water delivered to water points in Taizz, Ibb, 
Al-Hudaydah and Marib. To supplement daily water 
provision, IOM has provided 740 family tanks to 
IDPs living in 12 IDP sites in Marib. In addition, IOM 
rehabilitated sanitation and water supply systems in 
Aden, Marib, Shabwah and Lahj, supporting over 95,000 
individuals; improved waste collection in Lahj and Marib 
for 14,840 individuals; and trained 171 people on the 
operation and maintenance of WASH systems in Lahj, 
Shabwah, Abyan and Marib.
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WASH Supplies

Hygiene kit distributions (2,780)

Soaps (323,478)

LLINs (29,493)

Jerry cans (912)

Handwashing stations (403)

Distribution of WASH Supplies

47%
Target 

Reached

Access to safe water

25,185 People supported

56%
Target 

Reached

Improved Sanitation

44,819 People supported

Displaced woman using a handwashing point in Al Jufainah Camp, Marib, 
while child look on ©IOM 2020
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here. 

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN JULY 2020 WERE SUPPORTED BY

Migrant Arrivals in Yemen 2019 & 2020

2019

2020

Arrivals down 
by 93% 

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

IOM Rapid Displacement Tracking activities have continued in 12 
governorates where IOM has access, tracking 1,163 displacements 
in July alone, mainly from and within Al Hudaydah, Marib and Taizz 
governorates. In total, 17,877 households have been displaced so 
far in 2020, with an estimated 1,545 households citing COVID-19 
fears as the reason for leaving governorates such as Aden and Lahj 
to Abyan, Al Dhale, Lahj and Taizz. 

IOM teams continue to monitor countrywide COVID-19 
movement restrictions, with no notable changes since June: five 
international airports, thirteen sea border points and three land 
border points remain closed to civilian movements, and 10 transit 
points continue to be active in Taizz and Al Bayda. Approximately 
370 irregular Yemeni returnees from KSA and Somalia entered 
Yemen, as border crossing points in Hadramout opened this 
month. Meanwhile, migrant arrivals into Yemen have continued 
to decline as a result of COVID-19 border restrictions in Yemen, 
Djibouti and Somalia: 572 new migrants entered Yemen through 
Lahj, Hadramaut, and Shabwah mainly traveling from Somalia (315) 
and Djibouti (257). 

1,163 Households 
displaced due to conflict  

and COVID-19

572 Migrant arrivals 

Total Displacement in 2020: 17,877HHs

NEW DISPLACEMENT IN JULY

https://dtm.iom.int/yemen

