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University of Hadramaut pharmacy students produce 10,000 hand sanitizer bottles with IOM support © IOM 2020

SITUATION OVERVIEW

The economic and political crisis, compounded by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, is having a devastating 
toll on Yemen, hitting displaced persons and migrants the hardest. With inadequate testing, surveillance and 
reporting, humanitarian partners remain concerned about the spread of the virus and coverage of needs. Even 
with the severe shortage of supplies and vulnerabilities observed across communities, response activities continue 
to be hampered by operational restrictions that limit the procurement of COVID-19 supplies and response 
activities more broadly, particularly in northern governorates where only four cases have been officially reported. 
As Yemen’s currency continues to heavily depreciate, southern governorates are badly affected, with 133 districts 
having already surpassed  Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) forecasts for July-December. 
2. As of 20 October 2020 

1. April to December 2020 

1,338 Reported Recovered 599 Reported Deaths2 11.84K Tests Conducted2,060 Reported Cases
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IOM teams continue to monitor countrywide COVID-19 movement restrictions. Two of five international 
airports—Aden and Seiyun—remain open for commercial and humanitarian flights. The Sana’a airport, after 
nearly a month of closure, is also now open for regular humanitarian flights. Fifteen sea border points and three 
land border points are partially open for movements, and 10 transit points in Taizz and in Al Bayda remain 
active to monitor public movements between southern and northern governorates. For Yemeni returnees 
from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) through the Al Al’Wadeeah border entry point, carrying a COVID-19 
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test report is mandated by Yemeni authorities. Al Wadea entry point authorities 
have established and installed a PCR testing facility at the entry point for travelers who arrive without the PCR 
test report. In September, IOM DTM teams recorded 478 Yemeni returns through this border point.

Between 04 and 17 October, 547 displacements were recorded through IOM Yemen’s Displacement Tracking 
Matrix, fleeing conflict in Marib, Taizz and Al Hudaydah governorates, bringing the total number of households 
displaced this year to 25,634. No COVID-19 related movements have happened in recent weeks, since over 
10,000 people moved to areas deemed safer from the outbreak in July and August. A majority of the newly 
displaced, particularly in governorates like Marib, are moving into already overcrowded displacement sites. The 
situation raises safety concerns, increases the risks of community wide outbreaks and contributes to widening 
humanitarian gaps. 

In Marib governorate, where IOM leads response activities, 199,521 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in IDP 
hosting sites are currently estimated to be in need of sustained humanitarian support and significant gaps are 
observed across water and sanitation, health, camp management, protection and shelter sectors. Some 800,000 
people are estimated to be displaced across the governorate. As frontlines along Marib and Al Jawf continue to 
shift, causing more and more people to flee active fighting, the Organization is working with partners to develop 
scenario and risk plans to ensure that preparedness mechanisms in the event of a large influx into Marib city 
(planning figure is around 55,000 HHs). Limited partner presence in Marib poses a major challenge, and IOM is 
working within humanitarian frameworks to mobilize partners to establish presence on the ground.

COVID-19 & DISPLACEMENT
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https://displacement.iom.int/reports/yemen-%E2%80%94-rapid-displacement-tracking-update-27-september-03-october-2020
https://displacement.iom.int/reports/yemen-%E2%80%94-rapid-displacement-tracking-update-27-september-03-october-2020
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As the COVID-19 pandemic increases barriers to movement into, out of and within Yemen, more migrants are 
becoming stranded and are increasingly vulnerable to arrest, detention and forced transfers across frontlines. With 
very limited access to basic and health services as well as local charity, and with no return options, migrants are having 
to rely on smugglers for support to return home. Between July and September alone, 2,768 migrants, the majority 
of whom are Ethiopian, made their way back to the Horn of Africa via Djibouti. The migrants travelled on barely sea-
worthy boats from Lahj, the same point where many would have arrived in Yemen. This crossing is dangerous and 
in the first week of October, eight migrant drowning victims were found on the Djiboutian coast, and twelve more 
migrants were found dead after being thrown off a boat by smugglers the following week. IOM Yemen’s Quarterly 
Migration Update provides details the deteriorating migration situation across Yemen. 

IOM has been actively involved in negotiations with relevant stakeholders to resume IOM’s Voluntary Humanitarian 
Return programme (VHR) for Ethiopian migrants departing from Aden, and a Government of Ethiopia consular team 
is preparing for a visit in Yemen to conduct nationality verification activities. IOM is prioritizing migrant registration 
activities to ascertain needs, and over 2,300 migrants were registered in Aden as of 21 October. The exercise is 
demonstrating the large caseload of vulnerable migrants in need of return support; 1,200 of more vulnerable cases 
are being engaged in cash for work activities in the interim. In Marib, the situation is also difficult; IOM estimates that 
over 4,000 migrants are stranded, and the IOM protection team, in coordination with Medicins Sans Frontieres, is 
providing relief assistance, including distributing aid items, health care referrals, cash assistance and counselling services.

KEY TRENDS
1. Significant reduction in the number of new arrivals in Yemen
2. Increase in barriers to movement resulting in static migrant populations
3. Reduction in available work and other coping mechanisms as well as limited access to health care 
4. Increase in stigmatization and harassment
5. Arrests, detention and forced relocations
6. Unsafe return of migrants to Horn of Africa aided by smugglers

MIGRATION CHALLENGES

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON MIGRATION

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iom.int%2Fnews%2Feight-african-migrants-dead-several-injured-horn-africa&data=04%7C01%7Cpodame%40iom.int%7C34c3091c8ad14ef67eca08d875b6c1cd%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637388775093416760%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Zp96Lpx57kLnGBM%2FK8wuXL7lszxnTvSOPS%2B8TURVcY4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iom.int%2Fnews%2Ftwelve-more-african-migrants-dead-others-missing-horn-africa&data=04%7C01%7Cpodame%40iom.int%7C34c3091c8ad14ef67eca08d875b6c1cd%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637388775093426758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1EGnDuCeP2nzHQIWOC7xj%2BUchooI4QTd9zSz%2BWqnWV8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iom.int%2Fnews%2Ftwelve-more-african-migrants-dead-others-missing-horn-africa&data=04%7C01%7Cpodame%40iom.int%7C34c3091c8ad14ef67eca08d875b6c1cd%7C1588262d23fb43b4bd6ebce49c8e6186%7C1%7C0%7C637388775093426758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1EGnDuCeP2nzHQIWOC7xj%2BUchooI4QTd9zSz%2BWqnWV8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.iom.int/sitreps/yemen-quarterly-migration-overview-july-september-2020
https://www.iom.int/sitreps/yemen-quarterly-migration-overview-july-september-2020
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1. COVID-19 should not be exploited to instrumentalize national security priorities like migrant encampment, 
detention, forced relocation or deportation.

2. Migrants in detention should be released. 

3. Voluntary Humanitarian Return flights should be resumed as an immediate measure to address the life-
threatening conditions migrants are facing and the dangers when attempting the journey back to the Horn 
of Africa facilitated by smugglers.

4. Stranded migrants must be given safe passage and protection.

5. Humanitarians must be granted unconditional access to all populations in need. 

6. Rhetoric blaming the COVID-19 outbreak on migrants must end.

IOM YEMEN’S KEY ASKS

MIGRANT ARRIVALS IN 2019 & 2020

An IOM doctor provides emergency heath care to a migrant at an IOM mobile clinic © IOM 2020
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IOM’S RESPONSE
Beginning in March, IOM scaled up COVID-19 preparedness and response activities to meet the needs of mobile 
populations – displaced persons and migrants – and the communities hosting them. IOM’s multi-sectoral humanitarian 
activities, including COVID-19 activities, are ongoing through eight mobile health and protection teams and 22 health 
facilities across the country and in 60 IDP hosting sites. 
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To ensure migrants and conflict affected communities 
have sustained access to primary and secondary health 
services, IOM is providing material and human resource 
support in 22 health facilities across Al Jawf, Aden, Sada’a, 
Al Baydah, Amanat Al Asimah, Lahj, Marib, Shabwah 
and Taizz governorates. All 22 health facilities have also 
received Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) supplies, 
and triage points have been established in 18. Through 
eight mobile health teams, IOM is also providing access 
to emergency health assistance in displacement sites and 
along migratory routes in Aden, Lahj and Marib. During 
the reporting period, 8,940 people, including 2,342 
migrants, received access to health services. 

CASE MANAGEMENT AND 
CONTINUITY OF SERVICES

In the country’s largest displacement site, Al Jufainah Camp 
in Marib city, IOM set up an isolation centre to provide 
safe isolation and support for suspected COVID-19 
cases. With the increased influx of IDPs into Marib city, 
this isolation center will allow suspected COVID-19 
cases to safely isolate, where conditions otherwise would 
not allow for quarantine.

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP 
MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

Through IOM Migrant and Community Response Points 
and mobile teams, 4,239 migrants and IDPs in Aden, 
Marib and Sana’a received aid and hygiene items as well 
as emergency food assistance. 

PROTECTION

Young men living with hearing disabilities manufacture aluminum in 
Hadramaut, as part of IOM livelihood support © IOM 2020

In addition to improving IPC capacity in health facilities, 
IOM teams are improving access to water and sanitation 
in displacement sites and host communities. Daily water 
trucking activities are ongoing in 144 water points in Ibb, 
Marib, Al Hudaydah and Taizz, reaching 35,772 people. 
The IOM team also carried out trainings on IPC for 
28 hygiene promotors and 32 community mobilizers 
in Marib. In Taizz and Abyan, teams distributed 774 
hygiene kits in three IDP hosting sites, and community 
hygiene volunteers continued house-to-house hygiene 
promotion visits reaching 6,177 beneficiaries in nine IDP-
hosting sites.

INFECTION PREVENTION 
AND CONTROL (IPC)

Cash for work activities–street rehabilitation and cleaning 
campaigns–are ongoing in Hadramaut, targeting 350 
vulnerable IDP and host community households. The 
distribution of 50,000 face masks and 10,000 bottles of 
hand sanitizer to vulnerable communities in Hadramaut 
has been completed by IOM and partners. IOM is 
engaging local partners in Marib and Hadramaut on the 
manufacturing of waste containers (161 in Marib and 
40 in Hadramaut) to be donated to the local authorities’ 
cleaning funds in each governorate in support of 
community waste management efforts.

ADDRESSING SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
IMPACT

IOM is in the process of procuring six GeneXpert 
machines, a test similar to the polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) and approved by the World Health Organization 
(WHO), in order to increase testing capacity in 
underserved locations in Yemen. Assessments are 
planned in the next reporting period to identify areas 
in Taizz and Marib in priority need of COVID-19 testing 
support.

NATIONAL LABORATORY SYSTEMS
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IOM YEMEN’S RESPONSE IS SUPPORTED BY 

A woman in Hadramaut sews face masks to support 
Yemen’s COVID-19 response ©IOM 2020

IOM teams carrying out RCCE activities with 
displaced people in Ibb ©IOM 2020
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