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HIGHLIGHTS

The Coordination structure in the second quarter of 2021 

has improved, especially due to the active and effective role 

played by EiEWG State focal Points in Yobe and Adamawa 

States. EiEWG meetings are now organized at State level 

with the State Ministries of Education and SUBEBs playing 

an active role. These meeting are now state centered: 

needs are deeply analyzed, and responses planned at 

state level with support from the national level (only when 

needed).

Save the Children has finalized the recruitment of the Co-

lead for the Education Sector. This was necessary since the 

immediate past Co-Lead, BADAR MUSA, was assigned to 

a national position in Abuja. To avoid a gap, SCI 

appointed a temporal emergency personnel for three 

months allowing them to finalize the recruitment of a more 

permanent Staff. 

Fareeda Hussain Mamand has recently been deployed as 

Education in Emergency Working Group Coordinator Co-

Lead based in Maiduguri hosted by Save the Children 

International organization.

EiEWG Coordination 

Partner Activities

AUN - Strengthening Education 

in Northeast Nigeria States

UNICEF – Teaching in mother tongue 

fuels a renewed passion for formal 

education among communities in 

Borno

PLAN – Contributions to Sustainable 

Development Goal 4 (SDG4)

EiEWG Coordination 

AUN - Strengthening Education in Northeast Nigeria States (SENSE) Activity

PARTNER ACTIVITIES

The oldest school in Yola; Central Model Primary School is 

nestled in the heart of Jimeta, Northeast Nigeria. Here, the 

United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) and the American University of Nigeria (AUN) 

established the first Teacher Resource Center (TRC). 

The TRC soon became the star attraction for the Central 

Model Primary School with a fresh coat of green and cream 

paint, new desks, chairs, books, and teaching aids 

including Hausa supplementary reading materials 

developed in 2017 by the American University of Nigeria.
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I S S U E 2  A P R I L - J U N E , 2 0 2 1

Prior to this deployment she has 

worked for humanitarian 

responses in Iraq, Syria and 

Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh along 

with International organizations 

such as IRC and NRC in her 

capacity as Child Protection 

Senior Manager and EiE 

Coordinator.  She has also 

worked in Development projects 

for children and their families in 

Poland, Lithuania and Italy in 

collaboration with the Resilience Research Unit of Catholic 

University-Milan where She completed her master's degree 

in International Cooperation and Development. 

The arrival of Fareeda H. will reinforce the Education Sector 

capacity to provide a better-coordinated and strategic EiE 

response within BAY States, ensuring that the Education 

Sector is informed by NGO perspectives, including, that of 

local partners. She will play a key role in capacity building 

of partners, leading assessments processes and supporting 

Yobe and Adamawa sub-coordination structures.

The Secretariat is happy to welcome Fareeda H. MAMAND 

in the coordination team for EiE.  

temporary learning 
spaces/Classrooms
constructed, rehabilitated
or equipped

Fareeda Hussain
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The TRC could not have been established at a better 

time, with 6.9 million Nigerian children out of school, 

and only 53% of children in the country's northern 

region attending school, education in Nigeria is in dire 

straits. The Bokoharam insurgency, insecurity, and a 

barrage of school kidnappings worsen the situation in 

Northeast Nigeria.

That is why USAID and AUN established a revolutionary 

project to save education in the Northeast. The 

Strengthening Education in the Northeast Nigeria States 

(SENSE) project began in 2019, with the ambitious goal 

of helping 200,000 children improve reading and 

equipping 5000 teachers with the skills to impact 

education in Adamawa and Gombe states. 

SENSE adopted the Hausa language widely spoken in 

Northern Nigeria, as the language of instruction to 

enable students to learn in their mother tongue with the 

hope of seamless transfer of literacy skills to English. 

SENSE Books were written for northern Nigerian 

learners, by authors who understood the culture and 

depicted a realistic portrayal of the lives of the learners.

USAID SENSE Impact

To date, USAID's SENSE project has funded:

788 boxes for 335 target schools in Adamawa 

and Gombe states. Each box contains 1,250 

decodable and leveled readers

SENSE distributed books containing 30 to 

35 stories to each of the 200,000 learners in 

target schools. 

Trained and supplied 5,000 Supplementary 

Reader Teacher Guide to 5,000 teachers

Children in Adamawa and Gombe states are the 

biggest beneficiaries of the SENSE intervention. One 

such child is eight-year-old Ibrahim Idris who recites 

stories from his favorite reader “Ina Son Karatu” by 

heart. 

He dreams of becoming a phone technician one day 

and knows he needs to learn English to improve his 

chances. “Our Auntie reads to us and I enjoy it. English 

is my best subject because I want to learn how to speak it 

properly and also so I can read anything written in 

English, said Ibrahim.

Due to cultural and religious beliefs, western education 

is not popular in northern Nigeria. Many fear their 

children will be influenced to discard their religious and 

moral upbringing in English-speaking schools. Even 

though Ibrahim's father Isa, teaches the Quran to 

children in his neighborhood, he believes western 

education is also important. “ All knowledge is good. It 

is good for children to learn both Western education 

and the Quranic knowledge. One will benefit you in this 

life the other in the afterlife,” said Isa.

“Of all my eleven children, Ibrahim is the brightest. 

During the Corona lockdown, I always saw him listening 

attentively to the SENSE radio lessons. He told me they 

were given books for free to learn at home and I have 

noticed a huge improvement in his reading. I think he 

understands better because it is written in Hausa. This 

will make it easier for him to read in English.”   

Ibrahim was also motivated to improve his reading for a 

highly anticipated occasion. The 28th of June 2021 

was a special day for him. It was the day SENSE hosted 

the finals of a reading competition for schools in 

Adamawa state. Ibrahim was one of a team of 5 

students who represented his school. “When he entered 

the reading competition, he goes to bed early so he can 

wake up to read. I told his siblings to do all the chores so 

he can focus on reading.” Ibrahim's father explained.

On the day of the competition, Ibrahim outshined his 

teammates, identifying letter names, sounds, syllables, 

and blending to form words. It was a close race but the 

team from Michika Local Government Area proved their 

superior reading skills. Despite Ibrahim's best efforts, 

Michika won with just one point.

Even though Central Model Primary School came in 

second place, Head Teacher Auwal Saad was proud of 

the team's effort and Ibrahim's performance. “Our 

pupils could not read in Hausa, but now they have 

improved. So much that they try to translate to English. 

SENSE trained our teachers. That's why I say SENSE 

makes sense,” said Mr. Saad. 

AUN - Strengthening Education in Northeast Nigeria States (SENSE) Activity CONT. FROM PG1
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UNICEF – TEACHING IN MOTHER TONGUE FUELS A RENEWED 
PASSION FOR FORMAL EDUCATION AMONG COMMUNITIES IN BORNO 

Even though Head Teacher Saad is responsible for 83 

teachers and 1,333 pupils, he was not too busy to notice 

Ibrahim's special talent and potential. “Ibrahim is 

always first to arrive early to school. I realized he was 

gifted when we organized a reading competition 

between his class and another. He was the best in 

primary 2A. I then became closer with his father, 

telephoning him to check Ibrahim's progress.”

“With SENSE our teachers have learned so much from 

workshops. They are now motivated to teach. I hope the 

SENSE program continues. I hope they continue to train 

our teachers because they are the best so far,” he adds.  

During SENSE workshops specialists help teachers 

develop self-worth. The emphasis is on socio-emotional 

learning to ensure that cognitive development is in sync 

with the emotional well-being of children. Lifelong 

learning skills training includes how to make the 

classroom a happy place, the use of supplementary 

readers, how to develop flashcards and other teaching 

aids. 

“ From when Ibrahim was much younger he always liked 

to build with sand. He would say 'Baba I have built you a 

house.' What USAID is doing is helping the poor. We 

now have hope that the future is bright for our children” 

said Ibrahim's father.

Ibrahim's precocious performance and exponential 

improvement with the help of the SENSE project is proof 

that the USAID and AUN strategy for education in 

Northeast Nigeria can be scaled for better impact. 

Ibrahim's family like millions of others in Northeast 

Nigeria can now anticipate a brighter future with great 

The fun filled lessons in Kanuri have improved school 

absenteeism while sustaining school attendance and 

punctuality of pupils and teachers  

“I love school now. Whatever I am 

taught I understand it unlike when I 

was taught in only English 

Language” says well dressed and 

amiable eight-year-old Aishatu 

Mustapha Umar, a primary 2 pupil 

at Kulloguomna Primary School in 

Maiduguri. 

Though small for her age, Aisha beams with confidence as 

she shares her experience learning reading, writing and 

maths in her mother tongue, Kanuri. “The lessons stick 

because it is taught in Kanuri. I am able to go over my 

lessons – rhymes and songs after school, over the weekend 

as I play or in the mornings as I prepare for school because I 

remember them” Aisha adds.

According to UNESCO, children's first language is the 

optimal language for literacy and learning throughout 

primary school.  Published research also shows that 

children whose primary language is not the language of 

instruction in school are more likely to drop out of school or 

fail in early grades.

Though the National Policy on Education allows for early 

grade learners to be taught using the language of their 

immediate environment for the first three years while 

learning English as a language, teaching methods have 

been poorly developed to encourage children's learning in 

their mother tongue in Borno like many other states across 

the country.

 Borno also accounts for some of the highest rates of Out of 

School Children (OOSC). For the few children who attend 

school, they have shown the lowest performance in 

acquiring foundational skills of literacy and numeracy. 

Babakura Zanna, has been teaching for 12 years and 

confirms this “Before KARI , you will take your time to teach 

pupils alphabets in English from A to Z. Give them 2 

minutes and ask them to repeat what you just taught them, 

someone will call A Z” bursting out with laughter as he 

shakes his bowed head bowed as if in self-pity of past 

frustrations. 

This bleak narrative is changing for the better as the Borno 

State Universal Basic Education Board in collaboration 

with UNICEF with support from the Foreign 

Commonwealth and Development Office have built the 

capacity of over 300 teachers in the Kanuri Arithmetic and 

Reading Instructions (KARI) to improve learning outcomes 

of pupils. To ensure minimum standards are met, the 

capacity of 135 

g o v e r n m e n t  

officials from 

v a r i o u s  

g o v e r n m e n t  

institutions and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  

responsible for 

the training and 

development of 

teachers have also been built to serve as mentors and 

monitors. 

Babakura currently teaches primary two pupils in 

Kulloguomna Primary School and he shares how much 

USAID SENSE Impact                                                             ... 2  CONT. FROM PG
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The KARI teachers guide has proven to be a useful tool 

along with the refresher trainings in fueling teacher's 

creativity and improving their teaching skills. For Hauwa 

Fuduma, a primary 3 teacher at Kulloguomna Primary 

School with 25 years' experience, she is excited about 

the use of visual aids during her lessons “….now I write 

or draw and paste visuals around the class so as I teach 

the child is also seeing the visuals so he can identify 

sounds with alphabets, differentiate capital and small 

letters, pronounce and spell names of objects or animals 

in Kanuri, Hausa and English”. 

In Babakura's case, it's the 'I do, We do and You do' 

teaching methodology infusing a lot of games and 

songs that excites him the most. “This involves the 

teacher doing the task while the pupils watch, then the 

teacher joins the pupils to do the task and then finally the 

teacher pulls out to observe the pupils as they do the task 

on their own”. With the recent refresher training, Hauwa 

has realized that all three steps are no longer necessary 

for her pupils as they are now older and smarter. She 

only needs to engage in 'We do' and 'You do'.

Headteacher Abubakar Jidda Kapinta is most grateful 

for having a vibrant school with enthusiastic pupils and 

teachers. “In the past, on Thursdays and Fridays most 

children don't come to school but now whether its Friday 

or Monday, the population of pupils is always full'. 

Resumption after the holidays has also improved 

remarkably “….if we say we are resuming today, the  

school will be filled with children” says Abubakar. 

Punctuality of both teachers and pupils has also greatly 

improved as the KARI lessons are taught in the mornings 

for one hour. “The Children don't want to miss it because 

the lessons entail a lot of singing and dancing” he adds. 

The community has also noticed the changes in their 

wards as a result of KARI “In the past before they started 

teaching in Kanuri, when they come home, none of them 

is able to even write anything but now they can write and 

I am very pleased” says Muhammad Al-ameen who 

serves as guardian to his 4 siblings attending school, 

taking over from his late father as the oldest son. 

According to Headmaster Abubakar many 

parents/guardians now bring their children early to 

school themselves with a few asking for learning aids for 

themselves.  Despite these improvements, Head-teacher 

Abubakar is genuinely concerned for the many teachers 

he has now lost after being trained in KARI as a result of 

the recent verification exercise by the Borno State 

Government. This development has made his already 

lean supply of skilled teachers even leaner to match the 

growing number of enthusiastic learners. 

progress they have made “In KARI we teach alphabets and 

sounds in Kanuri. Using the sounds pupils can now easily 

write their names and even the names of other pupils. In the 

past, this was nearly impossible he explains.

This journey has not been without bumps though. Speaking 

a language as a native and being able to read and write in 

that language are different ball games all together.  “At the 

initial stage, most of us including some of the master trainers 

cannot read the Kanuri text properly, even the teachers had 

challenges reading the manual…….we intensified efforts 

so that they can read the whole thing. Now they can 

administer whatever is in the teacher's guide” says Halima 

Usman Bakura, one of the KARI Master Trainers. Her role 

involves ensuring that classroom teachers have the right 

capacity to teach children basic literacy and numeracy 

skills in Kanuri, mentoring and coaching of teachers as well 

as monitoring to ensure that lessons are administered as 

planned. Over the years, the translated curriculum, 

teachers guide, learners' textbooks and training content 

have undergone reviews to reflect feedback from teachers 

and master trainers. “There were lot of mistakes initially with 

direct rather than contextual translation of content, also 

some of the songs and games were not relevant to the 

Kanuri context - they were Hausa songs. So far, the structure 

of the training and content of lessons have now been 

modified to suit our context” says Muhammad Babagana, 

another master trainer.

UNICEF – TEACHING IN MOTHER TONGUE FUELS A RENEWED PASSION FOR FORMAL EDUCATION AMONG COMMUNITIES IN BORNO ... 3   CONT. FROM PG
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Plan International continues to contribute to the 

Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4) which aims for 

free and quality pre-primary, primary, secondary, 

literacy and skills-focused education leading to relevant 

and effective learning outcomes and below are some of 

its accomplishments.

01 Continuous contributions to improved retention and 

enrolment through increased safe and protective 

environment to the education sector in Borno, Adamawa 

and Yobe (BAY) states with funding from FCDO, 

UNICEF, KFW, AECID Spanish Corporation, GAC and 

EU, Plan International has constructed and rehabilitated 

110 Temporary Learning Spaces, 177 inclusive gender 

segregated latrines, built the capacity of 1,528 (1,115 

females, 413 males) teachers on psycho-social support, 

social emotional learning and life skills, distributed over 

4,000 dignity kits and reached out to 3,021 learners 

(1,541 females and 1,480 males) with assistive learning 

devices.

02 As Plan International continues to contribute to 

inclusive quality education in Northeast Nigeria with 

funding from EU, KFW, FCDO, UNICEF, GAC and 

AECID Spanish Corporation it has distributed 57,957 

learning and teaching materials to the target 

beneficiaries.

PLAN - CONTRIBUTION TO SDG 4 

03 In boosting sustainability using the Whole School 

Approach, Plan International with funding from FCDO, 

UNICEF, KFW, Beiersdorf and EU is strengthening the 

capacity of government and community members (726

females, 937 males) in skills of enhancing inclusive 

quality education. Plan International is not only 

supporting government officials and School Based 

Management Committees (SBMCs) with revamping and 

or creation of functional committees but also gone 

ahead to form and train together with the stakeholders 

an SBMC State Task Team to further monitor 

applicability of the roles and responsibilities.

04 For better learning outcomes thus increase in 

inclusive quality education, Plan International with 

funding from FCDO, UNICEF, KFW and EU has trained 

3,193 formal and volunteer teachers on learner centric 

and engaging pedagogy. 175 (79 females, 96 males) 

teachers' capacity on delivering Accelerated Basic 

Education Program (ABEP) using the government 

approved curriculum has been built and out of these 60 

teachers have been skilled with the fusion of the TaRL 

methodology in ABEP.

3,078 (1,555 females, 1523 males) teachers have been 

trained on Teaching at the Right Level (TaRL) 

methodology and below is the registered learning 

outcomes after 60 days.
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