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Education Cluster Humanitarian Needs Survey in Government 
Controlled Areas of Donetska and Luhanska oblasts 

 

Preliminary analysis 
 

Methodology and Scope of the Survey 
The Education Cluster team, in close cooperation with Departments of Education and 

partners, designed a school-level education humanitarian needs survey and disseminated 

it among all schools, orphanages, kindergartens, afterschool education facilities and 

technical colleges in government controlled areas of Donetska and Luhanska oblasts. Data 

collection took place from October 3-13, 2016. Responses came from a total of 657 

education facilities, of these 425 are schools, 20 orphanages, 160 kindergartens, 20 

afterschool education facilities and 32 technical colleges.  

According to estimates of data collected, the survey covers 57% of children enrolled in 

schools in both oblasts, and 24% of children enrolled in kindergartens in both oblasts.  

 

Table 1 Response rates by  education facilities and number of children covered 

  

# of surveyed 
education 
facilities 

# of children 
in surveyed 
education 
facilities 

Response 
rate (# of 
education 
facilities) 

Response 
rate (# of 
children) 

Donetska 451        103,511  39% 50% 
Schools + Orphanages 325          90,127  54% 59% 
Kindergartens 126          13,384  22% 24% 

Luhanska 154          66,194  28% 46% 
Schools + Orphanages 120          50,798  40% 52% 
Kindergartens 34          15,396  13% 26% 

Total 605        134,198  35% 49% 
 

 

Key Survey Findings 
 

Education facility infrastructure 

- 160 education facilities reported sustaining physical damages as a result of the conflict 

(shelling, occupation, etc.) since its start in 2014 (Donetska: 123, Luhanska: 37); 

- 23 education facilities reported new damages during 2016 (Donetska: 21, Luhanska: 

2); 
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- 91 education facilities reported that they are in need of further rehabilitation 

(Donetska: 75, Luhanska: 16) which affects 18 950 children. Components most 

frequently mentioned as those which require rehabilitation are: roof (65) and 

windows (61). 33 mentioned need for heating system repairs, 31 – WASH facilities, 24 

– gymnasium.   

Impact of the conflict on teaching/learning process 

- 34% of education facilities reported that quality of education has been negatively 

impacted by the conflict. Among the reasons 94% percent of education facilities 

named conflict related trauma and stress of children and teachers; and 66% of those 

reporting cited reduced attendance. 

- 29 education facilities reported that they had school days in 2016 when the 

attendance was low (<50%) due to the conflict related issues (security concerns, 

transportation issues, etc.) and 7 reported that there were closed for some amount of 

time. 

Safety of the teaching and learning environment 

- 96% of education facilities reported that mine risk education has been delivered to 

children at least once in 2016, 79% see the need in continuing mine risk education in 

2017; 

- 29 education facilities (Donetska: 20, Luhanska: 9) reported that there are mines or 

UXOs in the vicinity of the education facility area/site or on the children's commute to 

school; 

- 69 education facilities reported that they have former or current students or staff that 

suffered physical injury or died as the result of the conflict (shelling, mine accidents, 

etc.). Respondents reported that 114 children (students) injured and 10 deaths and 53 

injured  and 8 deaths among education facility staff; 

- 99% of education facilities have a plan that specifies what should be done in the event 

of an emergency and 98% out of them had a drill on how to act according to this plan 

in 2016. 45% of education facilities reported availability of a space adequately 

equipped and easily accessible for a bomb shelter. 

Children needs 

- 68% of education facilities reported that they observe impact of the conflict on their 

students ability to learn or well-being (Donetska: 70%, Luhanska: 62%). 39% of those 

reported that more than 25% of children in their education facilities are in need  

psycho-social support services or programs to address the impact of the conflict; 

- 79% reported some availability of PSS services and/or programs for children in the 

education facility (pshycologist or social worker available) but 43% out of them say 

that it is not enough to meet all psychosocial needs of the children in education 

facility; 

- 90% reported that there are children in education facilities who need support with 

education materials (backpack, notebooks, pens, pencils) due to displacement or 
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economic decline in families. Estimated number of children impacted in the surveyed 

education facilities is in the range between 30,000 and 67,000; 

- 91% reported that there are children in education facility who would benefit from life 

skills education (peacebuilding, human rights, conflict resolution, violence reduction). 

Staff needs 

- 60% of education facilities reported that they observe impact of the conflict on their 

staff member’s ability to teach or their well-being. 37% of those reported that more 

than 25% of staff in their education facilities are in need  psycho-social support 

services or programs to address the impact of the conflict; 

- In 40% of education facilities psychosocial/mental health support services are not 

available for staff; 

- 55% of education facilities mentioned that teachers need capacity building (trainings) 

or pedagogical support to address impacts of conflict on education. Most frequently 

mentioned areas for capacity building are: PSS support (80%) and life-skills education 

(59%); 

- 43% of schools reported that there are teachers who are teaching subjects outside of 

their specialization areas on regular basis. Teachers of math, science and languages 

(English) were mentioned most frequently as those who are missing. 

 

WASH, Health and Nutrition in education facilities 

 

- 49% and 51% of education facilities surveyed do experience water shortages and 

power outages respectively;  

- Complementary lunches for at least some students are available in 72% of education 

facilities; 

- 33% reported that they do not have certified medic among staff who can provide first 

aid. 

 

 

 

If you would like any specific information or data from the survey, please contact: 

 

Dmytro Sharaievskyi | Education Cluster Information Management Officer, Ukraine | 

Mobile: +380 50 385 4990 | ukr.edu.im@humanitarianresponse.info | Skype: 

d_sharaievskyi | Web: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ukraine/education 
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