
 

Yemen Education Crisis: 2020 Secondary Data Review (SDR) Report 

 

“The Education Cluster required USD 105 million in 2019, while only 5.5 million dollars were allocated - equivalent to 5% 

- and this requirement is expected to be much higher in 2020 and 2021. Partners recognize that the operational budgets 

for ministries and public institutions will almost certainly remain inadequate to address the demand and need for health 

care, education, water, sanitation and social protection.” – 2019 HRP 

“Economists estimate that 70 % of all remittances, which is one of the country’s main sources of foreign exchange, will 

be lost because of COVID.” – ACAPS, 2020. 

“Concerning education gaps and priorities, the provision of teacher’s incentives was identified as the most critical needs 

followed by school rehabilitation, temporary learning spaces (TLS) and alternative learning opportunities to provide 

access for education to affected children. School supplies, furniture, school meals and hygiene promotion also made the 

list.” -OCHA 2020 Dashboard 
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SDR Numerical Analysis 
 
The mid-2020 SDR sorted by the overall frequency of the top 20 thematic issues is presented on the left, while the 
INEE Domains which cross yielded COVID-19 relational tagging are presented on the right and sorted according to 
the frequency of the thematic issues against the respective Domains. 
  

Thematic Issue (Overall) Frequency 

Protection - General 12% 

Learner Population/Data 9% 

Food Security/Nutrition/School 
Feeding 6% 

Barriers to Accessing Education 6% 

Attendance/Enrolment 5% 

Displacement Figures 5% 

Country Context - Current Crisis 4% 

Financial Constraints 4% 

Infrastructure - 
Damaged/Destroyed 4% 

Teacher Conditions/Payment 4% 

WASH In Schools 4% 

Health 4% 

Inclusive Education 3% 

Protection - Attacks on Education 3% 

Protection - Child Labour 3% 

Country Context - General 3% 

Covid-19 general info/stats 3% 

Infrastructure - Facilities 2% 

Protection – Mental 
Health/Wellbeing 2% 

Adolescents and Youth 1% 
 

Access & Learning Environment Frequency COVID Tag 

Barriers to Accessing Education 13% 17% 

Infrastructure - 
Damaged/Destroyed 6% 8% 

Inclusive Education 5% 8% 

Financial Constraints 4% 17% 

Protection - General/Other 4% 17% 

Covid-19 info/stats 3% 25% 

Infrastructure - Facilities 3% 8% 

Education Policy Frequency COVID Tag 

Financial Constraints 50% 67% 

Barriers to Accessing Education 17% 33% 

Protection Frequency COVID Tag 

Protection - General/Other 33% 40% 

Covid-19 info/stats 3% 20% 

Barriers to Accessing Education 1% 20% 

Health 1% 20% 

Teaching and Learning Frequency COVID Tag 

Remote Learning 9% 40% 

Inclusive Education 9% 20% 

Curriculum & Learning Processes 5% 20% 

School Management 5% 20% 

Other Frequency COVID Tag 

Health 16% 33% 

Country Context - Current Crisis 4% 22% 

Covid-19 info/stats 4% 22% 

Country Context - General 2% 11% 

Covid-19 Messaging 2% 11% 
 

Pre-COVID Synopsis 
The presence of two educational systems in Yemen with different administrations – North and South –pose a 
challenge to mount a harmonized country-wide response, while project implementation is a major issue with 
delays of up to 130 days common from signature to project to start date, particularly in the North. Alongside these, 
prior to the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic, the central education issues in the Yemen crisis were: 
 

 Widespread school closures owing to damage caused by the conflict, occupation by IDPs or armed 
elements, and insecurity around them. By early 2019, 43% of school-aged children across did not attend 
school.1 

 Multiple protection concerns include insecurity on the way to and from schools which are open, 
documented attacks on schools (in most governorates, 50% of schools are physically affected by the 
conflict), mines/UXOs and the consequent MHPSS effects of all these, causing families to keep their 
children at home.  

 
1 OCHA MCLA Technical Working Group. January 2019 MCLA. The MCLA covered 331 of the 333 districts in Yemen with 8,024 questionnaires 
and 21,000 Key Informant Interviews (KIIs), carried out from September-November 2018 across 6,791 locations. 



 
 Rates of child disabilities (as high as 10%)2 has meant children are not sufficiently included in educational 

interventions across the country. A 2019 Study carried out in Abyan and Zinjibar found upwards of 33% of 
IDP children has a mental or physical disability.3 

 With low attendance pre-COVID, rates of child labour were high among of boys, including its worst forms 
of labour including forced or compulsory recruitment in armed groups and girls at risk of early marriage 
as a means of survival. 

 Public schools across Yemen almost universally lack poor infrastructure particularly adequate WASH 
facilities - 37% of schools in Aden for example were assessed to not have adequate WASH facilities (for 
instance 311 out of the 333 districts in Yemen reported cholera cases at the beginning of 2019 alone). 
When they are present, they are insufficient to the large school populations and do not account for girls’ 
WASH needs adequately. 

 School materials are often inadequate at each stage of the learning process and are supplemented by 
families via personal means in an economy which has been badly affected by the conflict. 

 Public school underfunding has meant that teachers often experience massive delays in salary payment - 
a considerable disincentive for them to regularly teach at the schools which do function and often spurs 
them to seek out alternative livelihoods or supplement their income in other ways. 

 School feeding programmes (consistently reported as a ‘must have’ for children’s attendance) as present 
in only 35% of schools in Yemen, also forcing individual schools and/or or families to raise the funds 
independently. 

 

Findings by Domain 
The COVID-19 containment measures, imposed since March 2020, have exacerbated all the above issues with the 
added possibility that schools have been used for triage or treatment of COVID-19 cases and are likely woefully 
unprepared to reopen in line with Inter-Agency health standards. 
 
One – perhaps ironic – outcome of the COVID-19 Pandemic and these SDR findings as it relates to education in 
Yemen is that the opportunity to deliver curricula by remote means (internet, webinars, video recordings, etc.) 
may reinvigorate the education system in Yemen. A blended/hybrid approach to learning merits exploration 
because the physical safety and infrastructure in schools are so poor owing to the conflict, such that it may be 
advisable for children to stay at home and learn remotely - at least for now - provided the proper 
telecommunications infrastructure is provided and teachers receive their salaries and are capacitated to deliver 
their curricula. Indeed, the comparative costs of this modality - and considering the Yemeni economy has been in 
freefall - may prove to be lower than figures related restoration of the physical plant in schools and (as noted) 
safer for children provided they too can follow their curricula. 
 

1. Access and Learning Environment 
 

 The number of children who need education assistance rose from 2.3 million in 2017 to 4.7 million in 2019. 
 The vulnerability of school-age children has increased significantly due to escalation of conflict, severe 

deterioration of the economic situation and increased displacement- including 3.7 million in acute need 
(2.1 million girls and 2.6 million boys). 

 Owing to COVID-19, most Yemenis’ livelihoods are affected in three ways: (1) Loss of jobs owing to 
containment measures and businesses closures (temporary and permanent); (2) Disruption in the local, 
national and global supply chains; and, (3) the distortion of consumption patterns due to reduced 
purchasing power as a result of job and income loss. 

 The probability of a rapid economic decline has increased as the stabilising influence of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia’s (KSA’s) funding to the Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) may cease over the coming months and 
food importers will need to find alternative means to finance imports. Foreign currency earnings from the 
sale of crude oil has fallen significantly while remittances, particularly from KSA, has fallen due to the 
COVID-19 crisis reducing earnings of expatriate Yemenis. COVID-19 containment measures have also 
added to in-country transport times and costs, particularly from Aden to Sana’a.  

 
2 UNSDG. Policy Brief: A Disability-Inclusive Response to COVID-19. May 2020. 
3 Youth Foundation of Abyan. Education Needs Assessment Abyan Governorate Khanfar and Zinjibar Districts. Feb 2019. 

https://unsdg.un.org/resources/policy-brief-disability-inclusive-response-covid-19


 
 Most governorates face financial constraints as a key limiting factor to children’s access to education. 

Poverty has increased by one-third over the course of the conflict before COVID-19, with more than 80 % 
of Yemenis living below the poverty line. School fees (added informally by schools, as a result of non-
payment of teacher salaries), lack of teaching materials, and school operating costs disincentivize children 
to access education and in some locations have been directly attributed for high levels of drop out. 

 Displacement has led to dropouts, limiting IDP enrolment in temporary schools, overcrowding in existing 
ones and school closures when they are used as shelters. Approximately 1 one million IDP children need 
educational support.    

 Protection concerns include higher domestic violence against children, gender based violence, child 
recruitment, child labour, and child marriage – many of these likely increasing during the pandemic leading 
to further dropouts. 

 The risk of attacks or recruitment at school, or general violence and protection concerns, were significant 
safety concerns among parents to have their children attend school keeping them - especially girls - at 
home. 36% of girls were currently out of school compared to 24% of boys prior to the pandemic. 

 From a COVID-19 perspective, women and girls will bear the responsibility to stay at home to assist COVID-
19 patients. 

 Families with less resources de-prioritise girl’s education and the crisis has seen the abandonment of a 
proposed law setting 18 as the minimum age for marriage. Child marriage underwent a threefold increase 
between 2017 and 2018 and will likely get worse in a COVID-19 environment. While parents are aware of 
the dangers and harms of child marriage, reducing household size is seen as no other option for female 
children. 

 Where schools remain safe or undamaged, their operation is hampered by insufficient teachers due to 
non-payment of salaries, and inadequate basic resources, including drinking water and latrines. 

 Inadequate WASH facilities in schools was common in most governorates pre-COVID, putting children at 
risk of Cholera and other communicable diseases, and the lack of segregated latrines was noted as a cause 
of drop-out among girls – likely to be worsened owing to the WASH needs and COVID-19 mitigation 
measures. 

 Core recommendations in the SDR literature included: • Providing allowances for unpaid teachers; • 
Providing schools meals to boys and girls; • Establishing Temporary Learning Classrooms for; displaced 
children; • Distributing kits, textbooks, hygiene materials, furniture and supplies to targeted schools • 
Providing specialized child-centred programmes in hard-hit areas; • Facilitating national exams. 

 

2. Teaching & Learning 
 

 A pervasive issue in Yemen is a lack of teaching staff and the exit of educators from the sector to survive. 
 Across the country, schools that do function suffer from fundamental overcrowding of the classrooms. 
 In 2020 under ideal pre-COVID conditions, 142,000 unpaid teachers in 11 governorates should have 

received allowances; 102,596 children provided access to Temporary Learning Spaces; 1,748,927 given 
education supplies; and 1.3 million children with school meals; and 551,296 children enjoying 
rehabilitated schools. 

 Children with disabilities are least likely to benefit from distance learning solutions. Lack of support, access 
to the internet, accessible software and learning materials are likely to deepen the gap for students with 
disabilities, let alone those without any. Disruption to skills and training programmes are likely to have 
far-reaching effects on youth with disabilities who face a multitude of barriers to entering the workforce. 

 In the entire country, online marketing was documented as an opportunity to reach clients during the 
pandemic and major interventions in telecommunication could support marketing strategies and provide 
opportunities in the recovery stage. 

 COVID-19 can also be an opportunity for peer learning for livelihood opportunities while people switch 
professions. Yemen’s crisis has provided an opportunity for many to use mobile phones and the internet 
for business. Stay-at-home themes can provide opportunities for the development of new skills and online 
learning is an important opportunity, should people have access to internet at reasonable prices. 



 
 A late 2018 MCLA found that 12% of schools were completely non-functional, while KIIs conducted in the 

assessed locations of each district in Yemen just over 50% of schools were functional.4 
 

3. Teachers & Other Educational Personnel 
 

 51% teachers have not been paid, which cause further restricted access to education, across as many as 
10,000 schools in 11 governorates, affecting 3.7M children. 

 The reviewed documentation placed non-payment of salaries as one of the most urgent needs the Yemen 
education system faces. 

 As a result, teachers have left the profession in search of other sources of livelihood. 
 A study by War Child, highlighted that male teachers were more likely to be on the government payroll 

while female teachers were reported to be sponsored by other sources or working as volunteers. 
 In Al Hudaydah alone, 1/3 schools are closed due to fighting and less than one quarter of teachers are 

present in school in the worst areas. 
 With de-motivated teachers who do not show up to work and/or seeking other avenues of income, 

children in turn are disincentivized to attend classes in favour of finding work to survive. 
 With high rates of psychosocial stress among students’ schoolteachers need training to either basically 

triage or refer children to specialized services, notably child protection. 
 

4. Protection 
 

 Protection features heavily in Yemen, notably with respect to MHPSS, mines/UXOs, child labour, child 
marriage, children with disabilities and reintegration programmes for children formerly associated with 
the armed conflict (or CAAC). 

 As of March 2020, 106,597children and caregivers alone had been identified and receiving MHPSS 
services. 

 About 35% of child protection incidents addressed by social workers through the case management 
system in late 2018 were related to mental health and psychosocial support. 

 Distance to schools are also a major barrier as long routes are perceived as unsafe. 
 Safety of educational facilities is a major concern resulting in considerable drop out of girls and as boys 

are prioritized for education. The quarantine measures as a result of COVID-19 may increase the risk of 
gender-based violence for people living in close quarters. 

 Rates of child marriage and child labour are increasing. The pressure is even more intense in cases where 
women or girls suddenly find themselves responsible for providing for their families and have been 
deprived of basic education or vocational training that would prepare them for the labour market. 

 There is a strong need for support creating a safe and inviting environment to encourage families’ send 
children back to school. 

 The conflict and population displacement exacerbated an already fragile system and immense pressure 
on communities necessitated reconsidering the absorptive capacity of the educational facilities. 

 With higher risks of discrimination and physical and financial barriers to access essential services. Persons 
with disabilities face risks of stigmatization and loss of access to specialized-assistance services and 
treatment. Children are deprived not only from education but also from associated services such as school 
feeding and social assistance, while being at increased risk of domestic violence. 

 

5. Education Policy 
 

 Insecurity and funding shortages are affecting the Ministry of Education’s ability to provide education 
services – in 2019 the Education Cluster required USD 105 million and this is expected to be much higher 
in 2020 and 2021 and Partners recognize that the operational budgets for ministries and public institutions 

 
4 OCHA MCLA Technical Working Group. January 2019 MCLA. The MCLA covered 331 of the 333 districts in Yemen with 8,024 questionnaires 
and 21,000 Key Informant Interviews (KIIs), carried out from September-November 2018 across 6,791 locations. 



 
will almost certainly remain inadequate to address the demand and need for health care, education, 
water, sanitation and social protection in relation to COVID-19. 

 Help is needed to cover key operational costs, in accordance with UN fiduciary rules, in specific public 
institutions providing emergency health, WASH and education services in areas where services are 
collapsing 

 Project implementation in Yemen is regularly delayed on average by 130 days from project start date due 
to late agreement signature from authorities mainly in northern governorates as per 2019 and 2020 data. 
INGOs have been particularly affected, with 11 out of 26 INGO projects in 2019 and 2020 still pending to 
approval by the authorities. Almost 1.4m beneficiaries continue to be negatively impacted by those 
persistent delays. 

 Increased tensions between the Government of Yemen (GoY) and the Southern Transition Council (STC) 
superimposed on the COVID-19 restrictions are likely to increase the logistical challenges of transporting 
goods imported through the ports of Aden resulting in delays and increased costs, inflating both prices 
and shortages. 

 COVID-19 could deter MFIs to lend to micro-, small- and medium-enterprises (MSMEs) as defaults are 
expected to increase and bad debt exposes MFIs to higher vulnerability. 

 Building the capacity of national, district and community partners and institutions to promote safety, 
support survivors of violence, and help resolve local level disputes will be important. 

 

Key information gaps 
 

 What is the EiE funding shortfall for 2020 and what are the primary areas funding should go to considering 
COVID-19? 

 Where are the most critical salary needs as related to out of school children, so teachers might be 
prioritized first to get them back on the job? 

 Where are the largest number of female teachers and what are the top primary interventions needed to 
ensure they are ranked (and paid) equally to the male counterparts? and attendance information, 
alongside school functionality, to determine pupil-classroom ratio. 

 What is the disaggregated ratio of male and female teachers across all governorates, so we can better 
understand the gender balance which may bring more girls to school while also improving gender balance 
among teachers in Yemen? 

 What are the main things School District heads need to maintain instruction in line with COVID-19 
standards? 

 What are the main MHPSS needs of teachers – for themselves (self-care) and their students? 
 What specific WASH measures need to be undertaken considering COVID-19 requirements? 
 Considering the existing funding shortfall over years, and the costs of bringing COVID-19 regulations to 

scale in schools which do function, is it more cost effective to provide distance/remote and/or 
blended/Hybrid approach to education? 

 What is the ability of the functional schools in Yemen to deliver remote/alternate learning modalities? 
 Disaggregation of school infrastructure destroyed/damaged, versus occupation by IDPs in some 

governorates and what needs to be done to bring them back to functionality in line with COVID-19 safety 
measures. 

 How many schools do not have a feeding program, so those without one can be targeted and encourage 
attendance at school as the SDR repeatedly found this as a pull factor toward school attendance? 

 What are the practical alternative learning modalities, considering COVID-19? 
 What are the main reasons for project implementation delays and how can they be overcome? 
 There is a large focus about the country context over specific areas and the other INEE domains get little 

attention though they are vital in the teaching and learning process as infrastructure of Education. 
 How can the local community be utilized and mobilized in the teaching and learning process? What role 

can non-formal education play as an alternative pathway to formal education? 
 What are the primary protection measures which education actors can undertake, based on the last PiN? 
 How can key protection issues such as traveling to and from school and preventing child labour or early 

child marriage, be made more local/context-specific? 



 

Recommendations 
 
Given the findings from this report, particularly with regards to the gaps presented above, and in light of a proposal 
from Save the Children to carry out a needs assessment in its areas of operation, it is recommended that the 
Yemen Education Cluster (YEC) use this opportunity to carry out a joint education needs assessment (JENA) in all 
22 Governorates, covering  3 tiers - children, households and school Directors. Specific areas regarding the first 
two tiers should include:  
 
To strengthen access and learning environment, there is a need to get quality information on how children and 
families are learning and coping under COVID-19 and what assistance is needed to help them learn at home should 
this continue and how households can manage in this regard. The YEC also seeks to gather more information on 
if families and children are willing to go back to school if they reopen in late 2020 and what they specifically need 
to go back to school. The cluster also wants to hear from female and male students about what were their most 
pressing educational needs prior to COVID-19 and how these have changed. 
 
The YEC also seeks to better understand co-valence of protection issues in education which children faced before 
the pandemic’s declaration (school safety, gender issues, protection response needs, and the like) and to gloss 
these alongside highly suspected concerns since the school closures – namely rates of child marriage and child 
labour. 
 
The third level of assessment and analysis should hear from school Directors who – as professional administrators 
– can inform us about some of the critical issues which predated COVID-19 such as: WASH, school infrastructure, 
teaching materials, gender balance (or imbalance) among educators, and class sizes. The YEC is deeply cognizant 
that salaries were a major issue prior to COVID-19 and we need information on how the educator workforce has 
been affected from those who manage them. 
 
Additionally, it is recommended to take advantage of this third tier of informants to understand what measures 
schools are (if at all) putting in place or need to have in place to reopen their brick-and-mortar institutions, 
including: gathering facts on teacher readiness, school readiness in terms of physical infrastructure, WASH, 
additional learning spaces, and specific COVID-19 supply readiness. 
 
The YEC recommends uniting such as survey with the Save the Children proposal, merely widening the scope to 
all 22 Governorates by leveraging and mobilizing cluster partners to capture a country wide picture of education 
in Yemen, post-COVID. 
 

Methodology 
 
The SDR was carried out in June and July of 2020 as part of the YEC’s participation in the Joint Education Needs 
Assessment (JENA) Coaching Program. The Cluster IMO and 5 participants from the YEC were coached on how to 
use a GEC excel matrix to classify, tag, sort and statistically represent key information found in the public domain 
about the crisis in Yemen from mid-2019 to the present. A total of 63 documents were reviewed by this team of 
persons and this same group of persons have collaboratively written this report. 



 

Domain Annexes 
 

Access and Learning Environment 
Overview of findings: 
 The crisis in Yemen has caused hundreds of schools to close, and thousands more to be only partially functional, with many children dropping out or at risk of dropping out 

of school. The key root causes of this are the on-going war, which directly damage and destroy school infrastructure, closing them and causing fear for children’s’ safety 
among parents. 

 Owing to COVID-19, the livelihoods of most are being affected in three ways: (1) Loss of jobs as a result of containment measures and closure (temporary and permanent) of 
businesses, resulting in loss of income for highly vulnerable informal sector workers; (2) Disruption in the local, national and global supply chains; and, (3) Distortion of 
consumption patterns due to reduced purchasing power as a result of job and income loss. 

 The probability of a rapid economic decline has increased as the stabilising influence of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) funding to the Central Bank of Yemen (CBY) will 
cease over the coming months and food importers will need to find alternative means for financing imports. Foreign currency earnings from the sale of crude oil has fallen 
significantly while remittances, particularly from KSA, are also expected to fall due to the COVID-19 crisis reducing earnings of expatriate Yemenis. COVID-19 containment 
measures have also added to in-country transport times and costs, particularly from Aden to Sana’a.  

 Most of governorates face financial constraints as a key limiting factor to children’s access to education. Poverty has increased by one-third over the course of the conflict, 
with more than 80 % of Yemenis now living below the poverty line.  Consequently, financial constraints are a considerable obstacle to children’s access to education. School 
fees (added informally by schools, as a result of non-payment of teacher salaries, absence of schoolbooks, and school operating costs) create a real barrier for children to 
access education and in some locations have been directly attributed for high levels of drop out ( according to policy reported sources).   

 The financial insecurity increasing across Yemen prevents children from enrolling, where fees are a barrier, and causes children to drop out, where they need to support their 
families in income generating activities.  

 Added to this, displacement leads to dropouts, limited re-entry into schools, overcrowding of schools and school closures when they are used for shelter.  
 The number of children who need education assistance is increasing year-on-year, rising from 2.3 million in 2017 to 4.7 million in 2019. The vulnerability of school-age 

children has increased significantly due to escalation of conflict, severe deterioration of the economic situation and increased displacement- including 3.7 million in acute 
need (2.1 million girls and 2.6 million boys). 

 The continuous increase in displacement is a primary factor in the limited access to education in Yemen. Approximately 1 one million IDP children need education support.   
 1 in every 10 children is a child with a disability and are at greater risk of contracting COVID-19. They may experience barriers to implement basic protection measures. 

Persons with disabilities are at greater risk of developing more severe health conditions and dying from COVID-19. Persons with disabilities are at greater risk of discrimination 
in accessing healthcare and life-saving procedures during the COVID- 19 outbreak. 

 Protection concerns including violence against children, gender based violence, child recruitment, child labour, and child marriage have all increased during the crisis, leading 
to increased drop out; at the same time, it is reported that children being out of school put them at greater risk for multiple protection concerns. 



 

 The risk of attacks or recruitment at school, or general violence and protection concerns, are significant factors on children and parents feeling safe in attending school and 
keeps many children, especially girls, at home. 36% of girls are currently out of school compared to 24% of boys. 

 Families with limited resources de- prioritise girl’s education. The conflict has resulted in the abandonment of a proposed law setting 18 as the minimum age for marriage 
and for girls to remain in school. Child marriage has undergone a threefold increase between 2017 and 2018 and has increased significantly compared to when the conflict 
escalated in 2015. Whilst parents are often aware of the dangers and harms of child marriage, the reduced size of the household that they have to provide for means they 
often feel they have no other option but to rely on their children to cope with the extreme hardship that the conflict has inflicted. 

 Lack of schools in or near IDP settlements has been frequently cited in the available sources, as well as schools not accepting to enrol students due to lack of documentation 
or overcrowding in schools. In addition to conflict and resultant displacement, natural disasters have also affected education in Yemen, causing school closures and reduced 
access for 40,000 students in 3 governorates.  

 From a COVID-19 perspective, women will bear the responsibility of being in-home assistants to COVID-19 patients. 
 Where schools remain safe and undamaged, their operation is hampered by insufficient teachers, due to non-payment of salaries, and inadequate basic resources, including 

drinking water and latrines. War Child research, carried out in December 2018 across ten districts in Yemen, also highlighted that families are often concerned for the safety 
of children at, and on their way to schools. This often leads to parents keeping children at home. 

 Inadequate WASH facilities in schools noticed to be very critical in most governorates and also puts children at risk of cholera and other communicable diseases at a time 
when cholera is rampant in Yemen, and lack of segregated latrines was noted as a cause of drop-out among girls. However, conversely, children out of school are also at 
increased protection risk. There are concerns over reported increases in child labour and child marriage, violence against children and gender based violence, and continued 
child recruitment. 

 Help ensure schools remain open and operational by:• Providing allowances for unpaid teachers;• Providing schools meals to boys and girls;• Establishing Temporary Learning 
Classrooms for; displaced children;• Distributing kits, texts, hygiene materials, furniture and supplies to targeted schools • Providing specialized child-centred programmes 
in hard-hit areas;• Facilitating national exams. 

 According to OCHA dashboard 2020, the provision of teacher’s incentives was identified as the most critical need to ensure continuity of the education process. Other main 
needs are school rehabilitation, temporary learning spaces (TLS) and alternative learning opportunities to provide access for education to affected children. School supplies, 
furniture, school meal and hygiene promotion. 
 

Information gaps: 
 Functionality of schools in Yemen regarding delivery of remote/alternate modalities of learning. 
 Enrolment and attendance information, alongside school functionality, to determine pupil-classroom ratio. 
 Disaggregation of infrastructure destroyed/damaged, versus occupation by IDPs in some governorates and what needs to be done to bring them back to functionality in 

line with COVID-19 safety measures. 
 The impact of food-insecurity situation in Yemen further on access and the demand for education. 

Summary of SDR findings 



 

Area Attendance/Enrolment 
Infrastructure: 

Damaged/destroyed 
Infrastructure: School 

furniture 
Nutrition 

Other 

Alwazia & 
Almukha/ Taiz 
gov./ West 
Coast Area 

Both districts categorized as the 
most affected districts in Taiz and 
Western Coast Areas. Population of 
those districts are suffering from 
malnutrition, spread of diseases, 
and lack of drinking water as its 
sources are far from the places 
where people live. In addition to 
the increased rate of financial 
insecurity. All above play a crucial 
role in students 'dropping out of 
schools either for looking for water, 
food, or treatments in addition to 
lack of safety, destroyed schools, 
and dropping out of teachers due 
to salaries 'cut. Moreover, it results 
that many students joined armed 
groups. 

In both districts, 23 schools are 
partially damaged due to the 
conflict in the area, which results to 
insecure environment for studying.   

Targeted 23 schools are in instant 
need for furniture to continue 
minimum standard education. 
Assessment conducted shows that 
the people in charge declared that 
furniture and tools of those schools 
were destroyed because of direct 
attack or stolen during the war.  

 Due to conflict in both districts at 
least 693 male and female students 
multi-displaced to other locations 
in the area. They are very afraid to 
go to schools during the conflict 
thinking that the school could be 
attacked, which resulted to 
students’ dropout. Focused 
psychological support in highly 
needed for them in order to 
convince them to continue their 
education.  

Hamdan    Children in the camp are unable to 
meet their daily food needs and 
there is a need for school feeding 
programme to complement and 
ensure children get minimum 
nutrition 

 

[Harad, Hiran, 
Midi] Hajjah 
Gov.  

Students cannot access to those 
schools as 7 schools are totally 
damaged, 3 schools’ road has 
mining, 5 schools occupied with 
military forces, 3 schools are 
partially damaged and most of 
classrooms affected, 3 schools near 
to frontlines, which caused student 
to displace to other areas.  

7 schools are totally damaged, 3 
schools’ road has mining, 5 schools 
occupied with military forces, 2 
schools are partially damaged and 
most of classrooms affected, 3 
schools near to frontlines which 
caused student to displace to other 
areas. 
Therefore, Damage to school 
infrastructure was cited as one of 
the top reasons why children do 
not go to school in three assessed 
districts. 

Damage to schools leads to 
damage of school furniture that 
makes the environment insecure 
for students to go to school. 
Remaining furniture wither partially 
damaged or not be appropriate 
due to utilization of military or 
IDPs.  

  



 

Area Attendance/Enrolment 
Infrastructure: 

Damaged/destroyed 
Infrastructure: School 

furniture 
Nutrition 

Other 

[Saber, TABN, 
Tuban, and Thor 
Al Baha] 
Lahj Gov. 

The conflict has taken a severe toll 
on children’s access to education as 
children do not feel safe when 
displaced. Most of IDPs children in 
camps are out of school, depriving 
them of an education and exposing 
them to greater risks of 
recruitment to armed groups and 
child marriage. 
Children may remain out of school 
so they can fetch water, which 
families may prioritize over 
education. 
 
Even though some IDPs children 
registered in nearby schools to the 
camps, but irregular attendance of 
school-age IDPs, not attending 
exams make those schools not to 
be willing to accept new arrivals 
IDPs students.  

Public schools near to the IDP 
hosting areas have become over-
crowded, as there are very few 
schools available to accommodate 
displaced children in hosting sites.   
Overcrowded public schools near 
to the IDP sites are discouraging 
school administrations to enrol 
more children, and parents from 
sending their children to school.  
In addition, overcrowded 
classrooms reduced the quality of 
teaching and learning. 
 
Those public schools become 
inadequate learning spaces. 

Attach to schools causes many 
displaced IDPs children to move to 
IDP camps in Lahj. This leads to the 
partial or complete destruction of 
the facilities in the nearby schools 
to the camps. 

 Estimated inadequate availability of 
latrines and school cleanliness, and 
a lack of hand washing facilities and 
clean drinking water have been 
reported in IDPs camps in Lahj 
governorates. 
 
The lack of separated toilets or 
WASH facilities for girls is also 
reported to be a major cause of 
girls dropping out of school. 

Dhamar 
Governorate 

 An estimated 2,000 schools have 
been partially or completely 
destroyed due to conflict, are being 
used to host internally displaced 
people (IDPs), or are occupied by 
armed groups.  This includes 256 
schools that have been destroyed 
by air strikes or shelling; 1,520 
schools that have been damaged 
by the conflict; 167 schools that are 
sheltering IDPs; and 23 schools that 
are occupied by armed groups. 
 
Many primary water sources have 
stopped functioning, which means 
longer distances to travel and 

 Support is needed to provide supplies 
and school meals to children as an 
incentive to keep children in school, as 
families may de-prioritize education in 
difficult economic times and send 
children to work. 

 



 

Area Attendance/Enrolment 
Infrastructure: 

Damaged/destroyed 
Infrastructure: School 

furniture 
Nutrition 

Other 

additional threats to safety and 
dignity, including GBV.  
 
Children may remain out of school 
so they can fetch water, which 
families may prioritize over 
education. 

Dar  
Saad 

   35% of the target schools provide 
school feeding programs 

 

Mareb    1,228 children under the age of 5 years 
screened for malnutrition, 263 of them 
referred for nutritional support. 

 

Mareb    1,081 children under the age of 5 years 
screened for malnutrition, 221 of them 
referred for nutritional support. 

 

Mareb    1,002 children under the age of 5 years 
screened for malnutrition, 203 of them 
referred for nutritional support 

 

Mareb    905 children under the age of 5 years 
screened for malnutrition; 166 of them 
were referred for nutritional support. 

 

Entire Affected 
Area 

The conflict has taken a severe toll 
on children’s access to education. 
Some two million children, more 
than a quarter of all children in 
Yemen, are out of school, depriving 
them of an education and exposing 
them to greater risks of 
recruitment to armed groups and 
child marriage. 
 
Children may remain out of school 
so they can fetch water, which 
families may prioritize over 
education.  
 
 

In most governorates, half of all 
schools are physically affected by 
war and conflicts.  As of the 
beginning of 2019, 256 schools 
have been destroyed, and 1,520 
damaged by air strikes or shelling.   
 
School rehabilitation is identified as 
a significant priority need in a 
majority of sources reviewed.  
 
As a result of damage to and 
destruction of infrastructure, some 
schools are closed, and others are 
not operating fully. 
 

From May 2019, public schools are 
sheltering IDPS; more than 100 
schools are closed because are very 
near to frontlines. 
 
 

 Wash in School become a major need 
for education in Yemen. The need for 
WASH rehabilitation is particularly 
reported from areas hosting IDPs. 
 
The collapse of health and WASH 
services has further affected millions of 
children in schools who need adequate 
WASH services, including hygiene 
promotion.i 

Inadequate availability of latrines and 
school cleanliness, and a lack of hand 
washing facilities and clean drinking 
water have been reported in multiple 
governorates. 



 

Area Attendance/Enrolment 
Infrastructure: 

Damaged/destroyed 
Infrastructure: School 

furniture 
Nutrition 

Other 

Families may prioritize boys’ 
education over girls, and girls are 
therefore more likely to be out of 
school.   
 
 

Damage to school infrastructure 
was cited as one of the top five 
reasons why children do not go to 
school in some governorates.  
 
The extent of the damage varies from 
classrooms and latrines being 
destroyed, classrooms lacking 
appropriate floors, doors or windows, 
exposing children and teachers to 
multiple risks while at school.   

The lack of separated toilets or WASH 
facilities is also reported to be a major 
cause of girls dropping out of school. ii 

 

Entire Affected 
Area 

Attendance is also low: 36 per cent 
of school-age girls and 24 per cent 
of boys do not attend school.  

To support scale-up of 
rehabilitation activities, technical 
needs assessments of conflict-
affected schools needed in all 
affected governorates. 

In addition to hosting IDPs, some 
public schools are still occupied by 
armed groups.   
 
Public schools that accommodated 
IDPs are subsequently affected, 
leading to the partial or complete 
destruction of the school’s 
facilities.   

 A total of 311 out of the 333 districts in 
Yemen have reported cholera cases 
from the beginning of 2019. The 
number of suspected cholera cases has 
continued to be raised. . As of 30 April 
2019, there have been 284,905 
suspected cases and 568 associated 
deaths recorded., including school age- 
children. 

Entire Affected 
Area 

Displaced girls are more likely to 
lose access to school as families 
with limited resources de-prioritize 
their right to education. 
 
From a COVID-19 perspective, 
women will bear the responsibility 
of being in-home assistants to 
COVID-19 patients. 
36% of girls are currently out of 
school compared to 24% of boys. 
 
 

Where schools remain safe and 
undamaged, their operation is 
hampered by insufficient teachers, 
due to non-payment of salaries, 
and inadequate basic resources, 
including drinking water and 
latrines. War Child research, carried 
out in December 2018 across ten 
districts in Yemen, also highlighted 
that families are often concerned 
for the safety of children at, and on 
their way to schools. This often 
leads to parents keeping children at 
home. 

Girls continue to disproportionately 
miss out on an education, with 36% 
out of school compared to 24% of 
boys.  
 
Families with limited resources de- 
prioritise girl’s education. The 
conflict has resulted in the 
abandonment of a proposed law 
setting 18 as the minimum age for 
marriage and for girls to remain in 
school. Child marriage has 
undergone a threefold increase 
between 2017 and 2018 and has 
increased significantly compared to 
when the conflict escalated in 
2015. Whilst parents are often 
aware of the dangers and harms of 

 The number of children who need 
education assistance is increasing year-
on-year, rising from 2.3 million in 2017 
to 4.7 million in 2019. The vulnerability 
of school-age children has increased 
significantly due to escalation of 
conflict, severe deterioration of the 
economic situation and increased 
displacement. 



 

Area Attendance/Enrolment 
Infrastructure: 

Damaged/destroyed 
Infrastructure: School 

furniture 
Nutrition 

Other 

child marriage, the reduced size of 
the household that they have to 
provide for means they often feel 
they have no other option but to 
rely on their children to cope with 
the extreme hardship that the 
conflict has inflicted. 

Entire Affected 
Area 

43% of school-aged children across 
assessed populations did not 
attend school.[1] In 35% (113 out 
of 323) of the districts, KIs reported 
that less than 50% of school-age 
children were attending school. 
The districts that presented the 
lowest school attendance rate were 
Maswarah in al Bayda (0%), Ad 
Durayhimi in al Hudaydah (0%) *, 
Dhamar City in Dhamar (4%), and 
Na’man in al Bayda (5%) 

   In summary, livelihoods of thousands of 
people are being affected by three 
streams of influences: (1) Loss of jobs as 
a result of containment measures and 
closure (temporary and permanent) of 
businesses, resulting in loss of income 
for highly vulnerable informal sector 
workers; (2) Disruption in the local, 
national and global supply chains; and, 
(3) Distortion of consumption patterns 
due to reduced purchasing power as a 
result of job and income loss. 

Entire Affected 
Area 

In the education sector, 36 per cent 
of school-age girls and 24 per cent 
of boys do not attend school. Fifty 
one percent of teachers have not 
been paid since 2016, hundreds of 
schools have been destroyed and 
more than 1,500 have been 
damaged by air strikes or shelling. 

   The probability of a rapid economic 
decline has increased slightly as the 
stabilising influence of the KSA funding 
to CBY will cease over the coming 
months and food importers will need to 
find alternative means for financing 
imports. Foreign currency earnings from 
the sale of crude oil has fallen 
significantly while remittances, 
particularly from KSA, are also expected 
to fall due to the COVID-19 crisis 
reducing earnings of expatriate Yemenis. 
COVID-19 containment measures have 
also added to in-country transport times 
and costs, particularly from Aden to 
Sana’a. Current humanitarian funding is 
also running low although this may be 
mitigated by some new funding at the 
pledging conference in June. 



 

Area Attendance/Enrolment 
Infrastructure: 

Damaged/destroyed 
Infrastructure: School 

furniture 
Nutrition 

Other 

Entire Affected 
Area 

    "Help ensure schools remain open and 
operational by: 
• Providing allowances for unpaid 
teachers 
• Providing schools meals to boys and 
girls 
• Establishing Temporary Learning 
Classrooms for 
displaced children 
• Distributing kits, texts, hygiene 
materials, furniture 
and supplies to targeted schools 
• Providing specialized child-centred 
programmes 
in hard-hit areas 
• Facilitating national exams 
Impact Indicator: Partners will assess 
impact by 
tracking the percentage increase in the 
number of 
operational and functional schools." 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teaching and Learning 
Overview of findings: 
 In 2020 under ideal conditions, 142,000 unpaid teachers in 11 governorates should receive allowances; 102,596 children will benefit from Temporary Learning Spaces; 

1,748,927 children will benefit from education supplies; 1.3 million children will receive school meals; 926,580 children will benefit from specialized child-centred 
programmes and 551,296 children will benefit from rehabilitated schools. 

 If constraints persist 135,000 unpaid teachers in 11 governorates will receive allowances; 87,207 children will benefit from Temporary Learning Spaces; 1,486,588 children 
will benefit from education supplies; 1,13,500 children will receive school meals; 787,593 children will benefit from specialized child-centred programmes and 468,602 
children will benefit from rehabilitated schools. 

 In the entire country: Lack of teaching staff, the dropout of educators from the sectors of daily work to find work with a daily wage. 
 In the whole country: support identification and enrolment of out-of-school children and youth into accelerated learning and remedial learning spaces, or non-formal 

education. The activity will reach 50,000 out-of-school children and youth, providing them with learning opportunities to return them to mainstream systems. 
 In the whole country: children, students with disabilities are least likely to benefit from distance learning solutions.  
 Lack of support, access to the internet, accessible software and learning materials is likely to deepen the gap for students with disabilities. Disruption to skills and training 

programmes are likely to have far-reaching effects on youth with disabilities who face a multitude of barriers to entering the workforce. 
 In the entire country, online marketing can be an opportunity for many to reach out to clients during the COVID-19 pandemic. Digital literacy and access to communication 

would be a major challenge for many MSMEs. Major interventions in telecommunication can support marketing strategies and provide opportunities in the recovery stage. 
 COVID-19 can be an opportunity for peer learning for livelihood opportunities while people switch professions. Yemen’s crisis has provided an opportunity for many to use 

mobile phones and the internet for business. Stay-at-home themes can provide opportunities for the development of new skills and online learning is an important 
opportunity, should people have access to internet at reasonable prices. 

 In the whole country, trained case managers identified 742 children (278 girls and 464 boys) who need critical child protection services. 
 In the entire country, repair of WASH facilities was completed in 12 schools of 4 governorates18, benefitting 5,055 children. 
 Within the assessed locations across the country, only 12% of the schools were non-functional. Similarly, based on KIIs conducted in the assessed locations of each district, 

in nearly all districts in Yemen (327 out of 328), more than half of schools were functional*. Further, in 65% (212 out of 328) of the districts, KIs reported that all of schools 
were functioning. 

 The whole country schools suffer from overcrowding within classrooms 
 Food Assistance to Support School Education activity will reach 450,000 students with a nutritious snack as an incentive for regular attendance and to address short-term 

hunger. 
 In Abyan, there is a Lack of assistance provided to vulnerable children.  
 In Al Bayda, Schools lack textbooks. 
 In Al Jawf and Aden Governorate, UNICEF provided psychosocial support (PSS) to 468 people14 in Aden and Al Jawf. 
 UNICEF distributed 18,215 desks for 54,566 children in 7 governorates16, 200 maths and science kits, and 98 tents in 5 governorates17. 



 

 In Hajjah Governorate, Classes need restoration 148, need to add transition classes 157 Walls need to be repaired 21, need to add transition walls 18, needs to Building 
bathrooms 84 & The needs to Restoration bathrooms 127. 

 In the entire country, the main interventions to strengthen teaching and the management of schools and education services should be: Training teachers, school managers, 
supervisors and family councils Impact Indicator: Partners will assess impact by tracking the percentage of teachers actively teaching at least 80 per cent of school days. 

 In the whole country, gauges both the quality of education—using harmonized scores across major international student achievement testing —and the quantity of 
schooling received. 
 

Information gaps: 
 These studies are not disaggregated by Districts within the same governorate which needs another study to identify where is the gap. 
 Many Governorates were missing in the studies and, accordingly, we cannot identify if there is a gap there or not. 
 There is no conclusion regarding the planned activities if they achieve their objectives or the constraints remained, and they fail to achieve these objectives. 
 The focus is in the country context and the other domains are somehow get little light though they are vital in the teaching and learning process as infrastructure of 

Education. 
 There are not enough details explaining the reasons stands behind these gaps. 
 The contribution of the local community in the teaching and learning process is totally ignored. 

 

Summary of SDR findings 

Area Country context Learning Environment Infrastructure   School Management and Examination 

Abyan  Lack of assistance provided to vulnerable 
children – over 90% of schools do not provide 
protection monitoring, school meals, hygiene 
and dignity kits to female students. 98% of 
respondents mentioned that no school uniforms 
are provided to vulnerable children attending 
schools. 60% monitored school 
attendance/dropout rate while only 50% 
provided remedial and support classes. Many 
families mentioned that they could not afford 
the school uniforms to send their children to 
school. 

  

Al Bayda  Schools lack textbooks   

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

A back-to-school campaign that equips 
students with school bags and basic learning 
supplies to help increase enrolment; minor 
repairs to ensure an environment conducive 

Education Challenge:3. Lack of teaching staff, 
the dropout of workers in the field of education 
to the sectors of daily work to find work with a 
daily wage. 

Repair of WASH facilities was completed in 12 
schools of 4 governorates18, benefitting 5,055 
children. 

 

Help strengthen teaching and the management 
of schools and education services by: 
• Training teachers, school managers, 
supervisors and family councils  



 

Area Country context Learning Environment Infrastructure   School Management and Examination 

to learning; a pilot self-learning program for 
children in high-risk areas who cannot access 
schools to continue their education; 
psychosocial support to help children 
overcome trauma by developing positive 
coping mechanisms; and the development 
and implementation of safety and 
emergency plans to help schools protect 
students and remain safe spaces for 
children. This activity has reached more than 
1.25 million children as of August 2019. 

 
Targeting will be adjusted based on the 2020 
MCLA, MoE enrolment records and field 
data. 
If conditions permit: 
• 142,000 unpaid teachers in 11 
governorates will 
receive allowances 
• 102,596 children will benefit from 
Temporary 
Learning Spaces 
• 1,748,927 children will benefit from 
education 
supplies 
• 1.3 million children will receive school 
meals 
• 926,580 children will benefit from 
specialized child-centered programmes 
• 551,296 children will benefit from 
rehabilitated schools 
 
If constraints persist: 
• 135,000 unpaid teachers in 11 
governorates will receive allowances 
• 87,207 children will benefit from 
Temporary Learning Spaces 
• 1,486,588 children will benefit from 

 
Support identification and enrolment of out-of-
school children and youth into accelerated 
learning and remedial learning spaces, or non-
formal education. The activity will reach 50,000 
out-of-school children and youth, providing 
them with learning opportunities to return them 
to mainstream systems. 

 
it is likely that the current crisis has exacerbated 
their exclusion from education. children, 
students with disabilities are least likely to 
benefit from distance learning solutions. Lack of 
support, access to the internet, accessible 
software and learning materials is likely to 
deepen the gap for students with disabilities. 
Disruption to skills and training programmes are 
likely to have far-reaching effects on youth with 
disabilities who face a multitude of barriers to 
entering the workforce. 

 
Online marketing can be an opportunity for 
many to reach out to clients during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Digital literacy and access to 
communication would be a major challenge for 
many MSMEs. Major interventions in 
telecommunication can support marketing 
strategies and provide opportunities in the 
recovery stage. 

 
Education Challenge:2. Lack of school resources 

 
COVID-19 can be an opportunity for peer 
learning for livelihood opportunities while 
people switch professions. Yemen’s crisis has 
provided an opportunity for many to use mobile 
phones and the internet for business. Stay-at-
home themes can provide opportunities for the 

Within the assessed locations across the 
country, only 12% of the schools were non-
functional. Similarly, based on KIIs conducted in 
the assessed locations of each district, in nearly 
all districts in Yemen (327 out of 328), more 
than half of schools were functional*. Further, in 
65% (212 out of 328) of the districts, KIs 
reported that all of schools were functioning 

 
Education Challenge:4. Overcrowding within 
classrooms 
 
 
 

 
Impact Indicator: Partners will assess impact by 
tracking the percentage of teachers actively 
teaching at least 80 per cent of school days. 

 
Gauges both the quality of education—using 
harmonized scores across major international 
student achievement testing —and the quantity 
of schooling received— 

 



 

Area Country context Learning Environment Infrastructure   School Management and Examination 

education supplies 
• 1,13,500 children will receive school meals 
• 787,593 children will benefit from 
specialized child-centered programmes 
• 468,602 children will benefit from 
rehabilitated 
schools 

 
The Food Assistance to Support School 
Education activity will reach 450,000 
students with a nutritious snack as an 
incentive for regular attendance and to 
address short-term hunger. 

development of new skills and online learning is 
an important opportunity, should people have 
access to internet at reasonable prices. 
 

Hajjah   Classes need restoration 148, need to add 
transition classes 157 Walls need repair 21, 
need to add transition walls 18, needs to 
Building bathrooms 84 & The needs to 
Restoration bathrooms 127 

 

 

  



 

Teachers and Other Education Personnel 
Overview of findings: 
 
 51% teachers have not paid, which cause further restricted access to education, across as many as 10,000 schools in 11 governorates, affecting 3.7M children. 
 The reviewed documentation placed non-payment of salaries as one of the most urgent needs the Yemen education system faces. 
 As a result, teachers have left the profession in search of other sources of livelihood. 
 A study by International NGO, War Child, highlighted that male teachers were more likely to be on the government payroll while female teachers were reported to be 

sponsored by other sources or working as volunteers. 
 In Al Hudaydah alone, 1/3 schools are closed due to fighting and less than one quarter of teachers are present in school in the worst areas. 
 With de-motivated teachers who do not show up to work and/or seeking other avenues of income, children in turn are disincentivized to attend classes in favour of finding 

work to survive. 
 With high rates of psychosocial stress among students’ schoolteachers need training to either basically triage or refer children to specialized services, notably child 

protection. 
 

Information gaps: 
 
 Where are the most critical salary needs as related to out of school children, so these teachers might be prioritized first? 
 Where are the largest number of female teachers and what are the top 3 interventions needed to ensure they are ranked (and paid) equally to the male counterparts? and 

attendance information, alongside school functionality, to determine pupil-classroom ratio. 
 What is the disaggregated ratio of male and female teachers across all governorates, so we can better understand the gender balance which may bring more girls to school 

while also improving gender balance among teachers in Yemen? 
 Need to understand the main MHPSS needs of teachers – for themselves and their students. 

 

Summary of SDR findings 

Area Teacher Training/Capacity Teacher Absenteeism Salary Other 

Al Bayda   Teachers are without salaries  

Al Hudaydah   Fifty one percent of teachers have not been 
paid since 2016,  
 
Education Challenge:1. Non-payment of 
salaries of teachers. 
 

In Al Hudaydah, one-third of schools are closed 
due to fighting. In the worst affected areas of 
Al Hudaydah, only one in three students can 
continue attending school, and less than one 
quarter of teachers are present in school. 



 

Area Teacher Training/Capacity Teacher Absenteeism Salary Other 

Non-payment of teachers’ salaries in 10,000 
schools (in 11 governorates) since October 
2016 has further restricted access to 
education, affecting 3.7 million children. 
 
"Support for teacher incentives is the most 
critical and urgent need for the upcoming 
school year. 
 
Access to education for 3.7 million children in 
11 governorates is at stake due to non-
payment of salaries for more than two years. 
This is having a serious impact on schools, 
teacher performance and access to 
education." 
 
UNICEF continued the provision of cash 
incentives to teachers who are not in receipt 
of salary. In Aden, a total of 437 temporary 
teachers received retroactive payments for 
the months of January and February 2020. 

Hajjah  There are 58 schools & 1436 teachers   

Entre 
Affected Area  

  "Support for teacher incentives is the most 
critical and urgent need for the upcoming 
school year. 
 
Access to education for 3.7 million children in 
11 governorates is at stake due to non-
payment of salaries for more than two years. 
This is having a serious impact on schools, 
teacher performance and access to 
education." 

 

Entre 
Affected Area 

 War Child’s research highlighted that male 
teachers were more likely to be on the 
government payroll whilst female teachers 
were reported to be sponsored by other 
sources or working as volunteers 

UNICEF continued the provision of cash 
incentives to teachers who are not in receipt 
of salary. In Aden, a total of 437 temporary 
teachers received retroactive payments for 
the months of January and February 2020. 

 



 

Area Teacher Training/Capacity Teacher Absenteeism Salary Other 

Entre 
Affected Area 

  Where schools remain safe and undamaged, 
their operation is hampered by insufficient 
teachers, due to non-payment of salaries, and 
inadequate basic resources, including drinking 
water and latrines. War Child research, carried 
out in December 2018 across ten districts in 
Yemen, also highlighted that families are often 
concerned for the safety of children at, and on 
their way to schools. This often leads to 
parents keeping children at home. 

 

Entre 
Affected Area 

  The fact that teachers in 10,000 schools across 
11 governorates have not been paid since 
October 2016 has further restricted children’s 
access to education. 3.7 million children57 
have had their education disrupted by non-
payment of staff and this is having a serious 
impact on teacher performance and the ability 
to run schools.58 Many teachers have left the 
profession in search of other sources of 
livelihood 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Protection 
Overview of findings: 
 Two educational systems in the North and the South with different priorities make it difficult to mount a country-wide response. 
 Protection features heavily in Yemen, notably with respect to MHPSS, mines/UXOs, child labour, child marriage, children with disabilities and reintegration programmes for 

children formerly associated with armed actors (CAAC). 
 About 35 % of child protection incidents addressed by social workers through the case management system in 2018 were related to mental health and psychosocial 

support. 
 School feeding programmes – a major incentive for children to attend school – were functioning in only 35% of schools in Yemen pre-COVID. 
 Distance to schools are also a major barrier as long routes are perceived as unsafe. 
 Safety of educational facilities is a major concern resulting in considerable drop out of girls and boys are prioritized for education. The quarantine measures as a result of 

COVID-19 may increase the risk of gender-based violence for people living in close quarters. 
 Rates of child marriage and child labour are increasing. The pressure is even more intense in cases where women or girls suddenly find themselves responsible for 

providing for their families but have been deprived of basic education or vocational training that would prepare them for the labour market. 
 There is a strong need for support creating a safe and inviting environment to encourage families send children back to school. 
 The conflict and population displacement exacerbated an already fragile system through the immense pressure on communities and need for reconsidering the absorptive 

capacity of the educational facilities where population changed (increased). 
 With higher risks of discrimination and physical and financial barriers to access essential services. Persons with disabilities face risks of stigmatization and loss of access to 

specialized-assistance services and treatment. Children are deprived not only from education but also from associated services such as school feeding and social assistance, 
while being at increased risk of domestic violence. 

 

Information gaps: 
 What are, or can be the top 3 protection measures which education actors can undertake in each area of need based on the PiN? 
 How can key protection issues be more local/context specific? 
 How many schools do not definitively have a feeding program so those without one can be targeted and encourage attendance at school? 
 

Summary of SDR findings 



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

(Dar Sa’ad 
District/ 
Aden 
Governorate) 

 increased public 
discontent at the inability 
to the STC to improve life 
in Aden and effectively 
manage the COVID-19 
crisis which will likely be 
used by the GoY as 
justification for taking the 
city by force. 

 There are some concerns over 
mines. Three schools in Aden 
have indicated that there could 
be a possibility of planted 
mines or ERW around the 
schools 

 Due to the ongoing conflict, 
there are many students who 
have to come to the school 
from far areas. Where almost 
all of them considered the way 
to the school as not safe, 
except for Omer Ben Al Khatab 
School, which is located in Al-
Sharqiah near the city centre 
of the district. 

(Dar Sa’ad 
District/ 
Aden 
Governorate) 

     Many types of vulnerability 
existed in the community, 
where those vulnerable 
children are in need for special 
treatment (Children returned 
from military groups, IDPs, 
Marginalized groups, Refugees, 
Special needs & Orphans) 

[Saber, TABN, 
Tuban, and 
Thor Al Baha] 
Lahj Gov 

Lahj governorate 
significantly affected by 
the conflict. It is 
considered as a target to 
house internally displaced 
populations (IDPs) and 
IDPs from different 
governorates. IDPs camps 
(Aisha camp in Saber, Al 
Mashqafa camp in TABN, 
Rabat camp in in Tuban, 
Al Sharayer camp in Thor 
Al Albaha) have 1059 
school-age IDPs children 
need education support. 

230 school age children in 
IDPs camps in Lahj 
governorate are without 
birth certificate. 221 
children already dropped 
out from schools because 
of their displacement. 
Schools nearby the IDP 
site do not accept new 
enrolment of IDPs 
students with missing 
documents including 
previous education level 
certificates. Those IDPs 
school-age children need 
immediate protection 
support. 

    



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

(Dar Sa’ad 
District/ 
Aden 
Governorate) 

     25% of the target schools 
provide Child protection 
monitor 

Aden and Al 
Jawf. 

 UNICEF provided 
psychosocial support (PSS) 
to 468 people14  

    

(Entire 
Affected 
Area) 

Attacks on Education in 
Yemen have been 
extensive. They include 
attacks on schools, attacks 
on students and teachers, 
and military use of schools 
for occupation, and child 
recruitment. 
 
The consequence of such 
attacks reduced 
functionality of the 
education system and 
reluctance of parents to 
send their children to 
school, or children to 
attend out of fear of 
attack. 
 
According to the 
Education Cluster, as of 
the beginning of 2019, 
256 schools have been 
destroyed, 1,520 
damaged, and 23 remain 
occupied by armed 
groups.   
 
 

As of March 2020, 
106,597children and 
caregivers alone had been 
identified and receiving 
MHPSS services. 
 
By April 2020, trained 
case managers identified 
742 children (278 girls and 
464 boys) who need 
critical child protection 
services. 
 

  one in every ten children is a 
child with a disability. Persons 
with disabilities are at greater 
risk of contracting COVID-19. 
They may experience barriers 
to implement basic protection 
measures. Persons with 
disabilities are at greater risk of 
developing more severe health 
conditions and dying from 
COVID-19. Persons with 
disabilities are at greater risk of 
discrimination in accessing 
healthcare and life-saving 
procedures during the COVID- 
19 outbreak. 

This risk is now envisioned as a 
gradually increasing conflict in 
Abyan and Aden, and possibly 
Lahj as neither the GoY nor STC 
are sufficiently strong militarily 
for a major offensive: the GOY 
is running out of money while 
the STC lack the support of 
most local governors. 



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

Harad, Hiran, 
Midi] Hajjah 
Gov 

Estimated 21 schools 
affected in 3 districts. 
7/21 schools totally 
damaged, 2/21 schools 
partially damaged due to 
direct attack of airstrikes 
during the war. Other 
schools got affected due 
to IDPs hosting or non-
education use of schools. 
 
The risk of attacks or 
recruitment at school, or 
general violence and 
protection concerns in the 
vicinity, are a limiting 
factor on children and 
parents feeling safe in 
attending school and 
keeps many children, 
especially girls, at home. 
They need to feel 
protected. 

     

(As Sawma'ah 
District- Al 
Bayda 
Governorate) 

     IDPs are distributed in several 
areas, the most important of 
which is Sawma’ah city, 
AlFarawi, Oqlat Bani Amer, 
Awain. There are 242 families 
who came to Sawma’ah from 
several governorates such as 
Al-Bayda 34 families, Hodeida 
54 families, Sa’da 28 families. 
The periods of displacement 
vary from one region to 
another, there are new and old 
IDPs. Some families arrived 
three years ago, some two 
years ago and some others 



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

nine months ago (about 54 
new displaced families from 
Hodeida). Also, the number of 
displaced families differs from 
one region to another. 

(Maswarah 
District- Al 
Bayda 
Governorate) 

     Maswarah started receiving 
IDPs since 2017. There are 
some 109 displaced families, 
who arrived Maswara from Al-
Bayda District for fear of war. 
IDPs are scattered in several 
areas (33 in Shaian, 32 in 
Bayhan, 29 in Dammaj, 18 in 
Tarthour). 

Entire 
Affected Area 

Children increasingly face 
protection risks in Yemen 
in general, but also at 
school and on the way to 
and from school, which 
limits access to education.  
 
Direct attacks on 
education, as well as 
nearby frontlines, shelling 
and airstrikes pose real 
dangers to students on 
the way to school. 
 
Also, Mines and 
unexploded ordnance 
have caused child deaths 
and injuries (verified 
cases). 
 

Being out of school 
increases children’s 
protection risks, including 
increased risks of child 
labour, child marriage and 
child recruitment. 

    

(Entire 
Affected 
Area) 

Education Cluster data 
confirms that an 
estimated 2,000 schools 
are unfit for use as a 

    Most IDPs have IDs but 
children do not have birth 
certificates, and there is no 
tension between the HC and 



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

result of conflict-related 
damage and destruction 
from airstrikes and 
ground fighting, and IDPs. 

the IDP or violence against 
children and women 

Dhamar 
Governorate 
(Entire 
Affected 
Area) 

 Even when at school, it is 
difficult for children to 
learn as they struggle to 
deal with the 
psychological impact of 
living through war and the 
effects of hunger and 
malnourishment. 
 
Families will have to cope 
with anxiety and stress, 
increasing the need for 
mental health and 
psychosocial services. The 
overall provision of 
protection services has 
come under strain. 
 
About 35 per cent of child 
protection incidents 
addressed by social 
workers through the case 
management system in 
2018 were related to 
mental health and 
psychosocial support. 
 

 Children continue to face grave 
violations and the effects of 
armed conflict, particularly in 
or near conflict-affected areas. 
Children who have 
experienced or are at risk of 
such violations need assistance 
and support, including mine 
risk education, family tracing, 
reunification, interim care 
services and psychosocial 
support. Child-headed 
households are among the 
most vulnerable. 
 
Grave violations against 
children remain high, following 
a 51 per cent increase in 
verified cases of killing and 
maiming of children compared 
to the previous year.  
 
Mine risk education remains 
critical as reports of child 
victims of mines and 
unexploded ordnance 
increased from 119 to 227 in 
the last year. Support for 
unaccompanied and separated 
children and children heading 
households remains critical. An 
estimated 19,000 separated 
children, seven per cent of 

Marginalised children, such as 
Muhamasheen and children 
with disabilities, are more likely 
to be ignored when it comes to 
education. 
The quarantine measures as a 
result of covid-19 may increase 
the risk of gender-based 
violence for people living in 
close quarters. 
 
with higher risks of 
discrimination and physical and 
financial barriers to access 
essential services.  
 
Persons with disabilities also 
face risks of stigmatization and 
loss of access to specialized-
assistance services and 
treatment. Children are 
deprived not only from 
education but also from 
associated services such as 
school feeding and social 
assistance, while being at 
increased risk of domestic 
violence. 

youth in the age group (15-24) 
who are not in education, work 
nor training it is 44.8%, 
Another key concern was the 
rise in child casualties, which 
rose to 156 and accounted for 
1 in 3 casualties, up from 113 
in the final quarter of 2019 
when children accounted for 1 
in 4 casualties. 
 
Protection services and 
education for adults, on the 
other hand, were only rarely 
reported as a top priority need 
in Yemen – KIs indicated that 
these were amongst the top 
three priority needs of only 0-
2% [1] and 0-8% [2] of each 
population group 
 
While the report does not 
detail all attacks on health 
facilities it does illustrate a 
pattern, nearly 50 per cent of 
all documented attacks were in 
2015, and overall the attacks 
killed at least 96 civilians and 
health workers, including 10 
children and 6 women, and 
wounded 230 others, including 
28 children and 12 women. 



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

whom are in displaced 
communities, need assistance. 

      This report talks about Yemen 
updated on COVID-19 situation 
in the country and precautions 
decided by Yemen 
government. The update also 
explained the important 
factors of protecting 
population from COVID-19. 
The Impact of COVID-19 on 
economic and social aspects 
have been conducted. finally, 
response plan by UN and other 
humanitarian agencies has 
been discussed and assessed. 

     Families may prioritize boys’ 
education over girls, and girls 
are therefore more likely to be 
out of school. Parents may 
have concerns about sending 
daughters to school due to 
security issues, a lack of female 
teachers or if the school is a 
long distance from home. A 
lack of separated toilets or 
WASH facilities is a major 
cause of girls dropping out of 
school. Girls who are out of 
school face a higher risk of 
early marriage and domestic 
violence. Boys face a higher 
risk of recruitment by armed 
groups. Given economic 
challenges, boys and girls are 
both at risk of being held back 
from school and sent to work. 

WHO and other humanitarian 
partners have trained nearly 
900 health personnel on rapid 
response, infection control, 
case management, 
psychological first aid and 
helping children cope with 
stress. 



 

Area 
Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

     rates of child marriage and 
child labour are increasing. The 
pressure is even more intense 
in cases where women or girls 
suddenly find themselves 
responsible for providing for 
their families but have been 
deprived of basic education or 
vocational training that would 
prepare them for the labour 
market. 

 

Al Wazi'iyah 
District-Taiz 
Governorate  

Estimated 23 schools in 
both affected districts are 
unfit for use because of 
conflict-related damage 
and destruction by direct 
attack of airstrikes, 
ground fighting, and the 
use of schools for military 
purposes or housing 
internally displaced 
populations (IDPs). 

There are 23 schools 
whose needs have been 
studied; the number of 
students is 11,274; 6,801 
males and 4,473 females. 
Those students need 
psychological support, 
protection, and good 
educational environment 
to complete their study. 

across the ten districts 
covered, children often begin 
working from the age of 10. 
Boys are engaging in carrying 
goods for merchants, begging, 
stone cutting, transportation 
and carpentry work. Girls are 
engaged in domestic labour or 
as farming assistants 

  Taizz was the most affected 
governorate with 67 
documented incidents, 
followed by Sa’ada, with 25 
documented incidents, 22 of 
them air strikes. 

Hamdan 
District-Sana’a 
Governorates  

 An estimated 360 children 
under 18 years need 
psychosocial support 
services (PSS) through 
different interventions 
either Child Friendly 
Spaces (CFSs) or home-
based activities 

Most children, especially 
marginalized community 
children are engaged in 
activities like shoe shining and 
begging and act as a 
breadwinner for their families 
 

  Children safety concern from 
wild animals attacks due to the 
weak & unprotected 
infrastructure in the camp. 
The environment where IDPs 
are living Dharwan site is very 
hostile to the child. 
Lack of a proper child welfare 
staff/services 
The number of Children and 
women headed households is 
high in the camp 
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Attacks on Education Case Mgm’t (incl) 

MHPSS 
Child Labour Mines & UXOs 

Inclusion &GBV Other 

Al Wazi'iyah 
District-Taiz 
Governorate  

 In the 23 affected schools, 
11274 students affected 
(6801 males and 4473 
female). Those students 
need protection, and 
secure and good 
educational environment 
to complete their 
education.   
 

    

Hamdan 
District-Sana’a 
Governorates  

     643 children reached with 
routine vaccination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

Education Policy 
Overview of findings: 
 
 Insecurity and shortage of funds are also affecting the Ministry of Education’s ability to provide education services - the Education Cluster required USD 105 million in 2019 

and this is expected to be much higher in 2020 and 2021 and Partners recognize that the operational budgets for ministries and public institutions will almost certainly 
remain inadequate to address the demand and need for health care, education, water, sanitation and social protection. 

 Project implementation is a major issue with up to 130 days (i.e. one third of a year) worth of delay. 
 Increased tensions between the GoY and STC as well as COVID-19 restrictions are also likely to increase the logistics of transporting goods imported via Aden port resulting 

in delays and increased costs resulting in higher prices and shortages. 
 COVID-19 could deter MFIs to lend to micro-, small- and medium-enterprises (MSMEs) as defaults are expected to increase and bad debt exposes MFIs to higher vulnerability. 

 Help is needed to cover key operational costs, in accordance with UN fiduciary rules, in specific public institutions providing emergency health, WASH and education services in areas where 
services are collapsing 

 Building the capacity of national, district and community partners and institutions to promote safety, support survivors of violence, and help resolve local level disputes. 
 

Information gaps: 
 
 How much of a funding shortfall is there and what are the top 3 areas it should go to considering COVID-19? 
 What can be done to reduce the delays to project implementation? 

Summary of SDR findings 

Area Projects and Cooperation/Implementation Finance Other 
Al Bayda   No International Organizations presence in the affected 

areas, only a few local organizations intervened 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

Overall, project implementation has been delayed on average by 130 days 
from project start date due to late agreement signature from authorities 
mainly in northern governorates. INGOs have been particularly affected, 
with 11 out of 26 INGO projects still pending approval by the authorities. 
Almost 1.4m beneficiaries continue to be negatively impacted by 
persistent delays. 

COVID-19 could deter MFIs to lend to micro-, small- and 
medium-enterprises (MSMEs) as defaults are expected to 
increase and bad debt exposes MFIs to higher 
vulnerability. 

 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

 Helping to cover key operational costs, in accordance with 
UN fiduciary rules, in specific public institutions providing 
emergency health, WASH and education services in areas 
where services are collapsing 

 



 
Area Projects and Cooperation/Implementation Finance Other 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

 Increased tensions between the GoY and STC as well as 
COVID-19 restrictions are also likely to increase the logistics 
of transporting goods imported via Aden port resulting in 
delays and increased costs resulting in higher prices and 
shortages. 

 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

 Insecurity and shortage of funds are also affecting the 
Ministry of Education’s ability to provide education 
services. 

 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

The Education Cluster requires USD 105 million in 2019. Of the 48 partners 
in the cluster, 30 are involved in first line response 

Partners also recognize that the operational budgets for 
ministries and public institutions will almost certainly 
remain inadequate to address the demand and need for 
health care, education, water, sanitation and social 
protection. 

 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

Help communities prevent and address protection issues by: 
• Building the capacity of national, district and community partners 
and institutions to promote safety, support survivors of violence, 
and help resolve local level disputes 
To measure full cluster impact, partners will particularly track the 
percentage increase in the number of priority communities where 
specialized services are available" 

 Despite gains made in enrolment in the last decade, 
Yemen was not able to achieve education millennium 
development goals (MDGs). The quality of education and 
weak institutional capacity have deteriorated further, 
which is further straining the education system. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other 
Overview of findings: 
 80% of people needs urgent humanitarian assistance. In addition, two-thirds of Yemen population are hungry, half are acutely vulnerable, nearly a quarter of the population 

is malnourished, and 12 percent are displaced.  
 Economists estimate that 70 % of all remittances, as one of the country’s main sources of foreign exchange, will be lost because of COVID. 
 37% of schools in Aden in a recent survey were found to have insufficient drinking water 
 Concerning the education gaps and priorities, the provision of teacher’s incentives was identified as the most critical needs followed by school rehabilitation, temporary 

learning spaces (TLS) and alternative learning opportunities to provide access for education to affected children. School supplies, furniture, school meal and hygiene 
promotion also come at the list. 

 Funding shortages have been identified as the main challenge for humanitarian partners working for education across Yemen. In 2019, 5.5 million dollars were allocated for 
education equivalent to 4% of total funding. Noting that, the donors also contributed a total of $162 million to the Yemen Humanitarian Fund (YHF) across all the sectors.  

 Project implementation in Yemen is regularly delayed on average by 130 days from project start date due to late agreement signature from authorities mainly in northern 
governorates as per 2019 and 2020 data. INGOs have been particularly affected, with 11 out of 26 INGO projects in 2019 and 2020 still pending to approval by the authorities. 
Almost 1.4m beneficiaries continue to be negatively impacted by those persistent delays. 

 As surveillance, laboratory testing, and health systems’ capacity are weak, it is therefore likely that there is undetected community transmission happening.  
 At the same time, confinement and other measures are having a major impact on essential health services. It’s extremely important to maintain these services, from 

vaccination to sexual and reproductive health, WASH and mental health. 
 

Information gaps: 
 
 COVID impact upon school students in Yemen. 
 When speaking with School District heads, how much do they need to maintain teaching in line with COVID-19 standards? 
 What are the top 3 alternative learning opportunities, considering COVID-19? 
 What are the main reasons for project implementation delays and how can they be overcome? 
 

Summary of SDR findings 

Area General  Education gaps/priorities Funding gap Health  

Aden 3 out of the 8 subject schools do not have 
drinking water in the school 

   

Al Bayda Most IDPs have lost their livelihood sources, 
relying on what the host community and the 
good people are providing for them. Some 

   



 

Area General  Education gaps/priorities Funding gap Health  

IDPs work for daily wages, but that does not 
meet their needs. Food is available in the 
markets, however, due to the high cost they 
cannot afford to buy food. Moreover, most 
IDPs have not received any humanitarian 
assistance for a long time 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

The humanitarian crisis in Yemen is considered 
the worst crisis in history. 80% of people 
needs urgent humanitarian assistance. In 
addition, two-thirds of Yemen population are 
hungry, half are acutely vulnerable, nearly a 
quarter of the population is malnourished, and 
12 percent are displaced. Economists estimate 
that 70 percent of all remittances, as one of 
the country’s main sources of foreign 
exchange, will be lost because of COVID. 

Concerning the education gaps and priorities, 
the provision of teacher’s incentives was 
identified as the most critical needs followed 
by school rehabilitation, temporary learning 
spaces (TLS) and alternative learning 
opportunities to provide access for education 
to affected children. School supplies, 
furniture, school meal and hygiene promotion 
also come at the list. 
 

Shortage of funding was observed for 
education programming in Yemen. In 2019, 
5.5 million dollars was allocated for education 
equivalent to 4% of total funding. Noting that, 
the donors also contributed a total of $162 
million to the Yemen Humanitarian Fund (YHF) 
across all the sectors.  
 

As surveillance, laboratory testing and health 
systems’ capacity in poor countries like Yemen 
are weak, it is therefore likely that there is 
undetected community transmission 
happening. At the same time, confinement 
and other measures are having a major impact 
on essential health services. It’s extremely 
important to maintain these services, from 
vaccination to sexual and reproductive health, 
WASH and mental health. 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

Yemen remains the world’s largest life-saving 
operation, despite competing global priorities 
due to COVID-19. Eighty per cent of Yemen’s 
population – or 24 million people – require 
assistance or protection, with half of the 
population in acute need and only half of the 
country’s health facilities fully functional. 
Every month, humanitarian agencies help 
more than 13 million Yemenis. The existing 
funding gaps will also mean scaling back water 
and sanitation programmes by one third just 
as the threat of COVID-19 builds. This will also 
put 5 million people at risk of contracting 
cholera or other waterborne diseases. 

  According to WHO, the caseload in most 
countries in the Global Humanitarian 
Response Plan may seem small, however, the 
surveillance, laboratory testing and health 
systems’ capacity in poor countries like Yemen 
are weak. It is therefore likely that there is 
undetected community transmission 
happening. At the same time, confinement 
and other measures are having a major impact 
on essential health services. It’s extremely 
important to maintain these services, from 
vaccination to sexual and reproductive health, 
WASH and mental health. 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

Project implementation in Yemen is regularly 
delayed on average by 130 days from project 
start date due to late agreement signature 
from authorities mainly in northern 
governorates as per 2019 and 2020 data. 
INGOs have been particularly affected, with 11 
out of 26 INGO projects in 2019 and 2020 still 
pending to approval by the authorities. Almost 

  Modelers warn that as many as 16 million 
people, 55 percent of the population, will 
become infected in the most likely scenario. 
Unless efforts to suppress and contain the 
virus are scaled-up quickly, 300,000 people 
will need hospitalization, including 200,000 
people who may become severely ill, requiring 
support to survive. 



 

Area General  Education gaps/priorities Funding gap Health  

1.4m beneficiaries continue to be negatively 
impacted by those persistent delays. 

 

Sana’a    Food insecurity was the greatest concern 
expressed by everyone interviewed and 
getting food for infants and young children 
was a real challenge. A child is fed on 
whatever is available at the time, with no 
consideration to quantity or quality. 
IDPs have no nutrition services for treatment 
of malnourished children or pregnant and 
lactating women Prior, the communities 
practiced agro-pastoralism 
Provision of Ready-to-Use-Therapeutic Foods 
(RUTF) and RUSF to cover the needs of 
Community Management of Acute 
Malnutrition (CMAM) program in the areas 
Rates of malnutrition in Dharwan IDP site 
appear to have stabilized and screening 
showed high rates of SAM and MAM among 
children between March 2017 and March 
2019 (according to official reports).  
The price of staple food has doubled 
compared to same time before two years 
There are some nutrition programs like wet 
feeding, SFP and OTP  
there is a need to provide vitamin A 
supplements to children 6-59 months of age 
inside the camp 
There is an urgent need for establishing 
treatment/ nutrition centers for the treatment 
of of Severe Acute Malnourished children 
(SAM) and case management of Moderate 
Acute and Malnourished (MAM) children as 
well as pregnant and lactating women 
There were hardly any mothers who practiced 
exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months, lactating 
mothers looked weak and hungry, many of 
whom mentioned that they had no milk, and 



 

Area General  Education gaps/priorities Funding gap Health  

that is why they discontinued exclusive 
breastfeeding 

Entire 
Affected 
Area 

   Cholera, malaria, diarrhoea, malnutrition 
among children and elderly, eye infections and 
skin diseases are most spread in the camp. this 
is due to the poor sanitation and hygiene 
practices and low safe water supply.  
The nearest hospital for referral of 
complicated cases is Jader area in located at a 
distance of about 15 km (thirty minutes by 
vehicle), and health facilities in Sana’a 
There is an urgent need for establishing 
treatment/ nutrition centers for the treatment 
of Severe Acute Malnourished children (SAM) 
and case management of Moderate Acute and 
Malnourished (MAM) children as well as 
pregnant and lactating women 

 

 

 

 


