
Ebola Situation Update: 26 January – 2 February 

For more information on the Ebola crisis in West Africa, visit the ACAPS Ebola Needs Analysis Project page. 

Region        
 

 Lessons learned: OXFAM has published some lessons learned about the management of the crisis by international 
actors (OXFAM, 28/01/2015). 

 Spread of the disease: The rainy season, beginning in April, will complicate response and could potentially threaten 
some progress made in the containment of the epidemic (AFP, 24/01/2015). 

 Number of cases: The total cumulative number of reported cases across the region has reached 22,334, including 
8,921 deaths (Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone each reported 25–31 January) (WHO, 02/02/2015). 

Guinea 
 
 Resistance to the Ebola response: 27 sub-prefectures reported at least one security incident or other form of 

refusal to cooperate between 15 and 21 January (WHO, 28/01/2015). 

 Prices: Difficulties marketing over long distances have resulted in excess supply in many places, bringing prices of 
local rice in December to below their 2013 levels (FEWSNET, 31/01/2015). 

 Contact tracing: 30% of new confirmed cases arose among registered contacts 19–25 January; a fall from 53% 
the previous week (WHO, 28/01/2015). 

 Number of cases: As of 31 January, 2,959 Ebola cases, including 1,937 deaths, have been reported in Guinea 
(WHO, 02/02/2015). 

 Spread of the disease: 30 cases were reported between 19 and 25 January, in the first week-on-week increase in 
2015 (20 cases were recorded the week before). The northern prefecture of Mali, which borders Senegal, has 
reported its first confirmed case. Eight prefectures continue to report cases, with Forecariah the worst affected, at 
15 confirmed cases. Conakry reported six confirmed cases. Kissidougou and Macenta both reported their first 
confirmed cases in 21 days (WHO, 28/01/2015). As of 25 January, 162 health workers have been infected, 88 of whom 
have died (WHO, 28/01/2015). 

 

Liberia  

 Resistance to the Ebola response: Two districts in Liberia reported at least one security incident or other form of 
refusal to cooperate between 15 and 21 January (WHO, 28/01/2015). 

 Livelihood: In an Oxfam survey, 75% of families have seen their incomes decline, with an average income drop of 
39% (Reuters, 27/01/2015). 

 Education: Liberia planned to reopen schools on 2 February, but has postponed by two weeks to allow more 
sanitation materials to be distributed and children to be registered (international media, 30/01/2015). 

 Contact-tracing: In the week 16 to 22 January, 50% of new confirmed cases came from registered contacts; a fall 
from 88% of cases during the previous 21-day period, indicating that hidden cases are causing transmission (WHO, 

28/01/2015).  

 Vaccine: On 2 February, the first large-scale trials of two Ebola vaccines began at Redemption Hospital in Monrovia. 
More sites in and near Monrovia will be added to the trial after the first 600 participants join the study. It is hoped 
that 30,000 will take part in the trail (BBC, 02/02/2015). 

 Number of cases: As of 28 January 8,668 Ebola cases, including 3,710 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

02/02/2015). 

 Spread of the disease: Four confirmed cases were reported between 19 and 25 January 2015, all from 
Montserrado. The adjacent district of Bomi reported three probable cases. 371 health care workers have been 
infected, 179 of whom have died (WHO, 28/01/2015).  
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Sierra Leone  

 Livelihood: Staple food prices declined in Sierra Leone between October and November, during the post-harvest 
period. Local and imported commodity prices were similar to or above their respective 2013 levels due the effects 
of the Ebola-related markets disruptions (FEWSNET, 31/01/2015). 

 Education: The reopening of schools is planned for the third or fourth week of March; the exact date us not clear 
(PI, 30/01/2015; UNMEER, 27/01/2015). 

 Number of cases: As of 31 January, 10,707 Ebola cases, including 3,274 deaths, have been reported in Sierra 
Leone (WHO, 02/02/2015). 

 Contact tracing: There is almost no data available on contact tracing, and the high number of walk-in cases 
indicates that case finding is still falling short  (MSF, 27/01/2015). 

 Spread of the disease: 65 new confirmed cases were reported between 20 and 25 January 2015, compared to 
117 in the previous week (WHO, 28/01/2015). The west of the country remains the area of most intense transmission. 
The capital, Freetown, reported 20 new confirmed cases, and the districts of Kambia and Western Rural reported 
10 and 16, respectively. Kambia, which borders the Guinean district of Forecariah, has reported an increase in 
cases over the past two weeks. The western district of Port Loko reported six new confirmed cases. 283 health care 
workers have been infected and 221 have died of Ebola, approximately one in ten of the country’s health workers 
have died of Ebola (MSF, 26/01/2015; WHO, 28/01/2015). 
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