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Briefing Note – 18 February 2016 

El Niño in Southern Africa 
Focus on Lesotho and Zimbabwe 
 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

   X  

 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact    X  

 

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

Approximately 40 million rural people and 9 million poor urban 

people live in drought-affected areas.  

14 million are food insecure, with the number expected to grow at 

least until April harvests. As of January, 2.5 million people in the 

worst affected countries are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food security.  

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

Food security and livelihoods assistance is urgently required, as 

government food stocks are exhausted and current assistance is 

insufficient. Food support will likely need to be sustained even 

after April harvests, which are expected to be below average. 

WASH needs are driven by acute water shortages in both urban 

and rural areas. 

Health support is critical to step up treatment and prevent further 

transmission of disease. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Access is relatively good in most of the affected countries. Food 

assistance programmes have so far been constrained due to lack 

of funding. If flood risks eventuate, access could be constrained in 

low lying areas.  

 

 

 

 
Report limitations  

Updated food security and vulnerability assessments are underway in multiple countries, but have 

not all been finalised and/or published. Urgent updates are required as the situation has 

deteriorated markedly since the last full round of assessments in mid-2015.  

Needs are expected to differ among vulnerable sections of the population, including elderly, 

children, disabled and sick including people living with HIV, but disaggregated data on the affected 

population is lacking. 

 

http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis overview 

The 2015–16 El Niño event is one of the strongest on record, and Southern Africa is 

among the worst affected regions. Here, El Niño is predominantly associated with hot, 

dry conditions and suppressed rainfall, which has contributed to drought, particularly in 

the southern part of the region.  

Consecutive poor seasons have been aggravated by El Niño and quickly eroded gains 

made during the region’s bumper 2013–14 crop. This time last year, the late onset of 

seasonal rains meant vulnerable households were already facing Minimal (IPC Phase 1) 

food security, drawing on food stocks and market purchases until April harvests. In 

addition, floods devastated areas of Malawi, Mozambique and Madagascar in early 2015, 

triggering displacement and compounding humanitarian needs in parts of the region 
(OCHA 01/2015). 

Since late 2015, the humanitarian situation has deteriorated. Crisis levels of food 

insecurity are now being felt in worst affected and most vulnerable countries, including 

Zimbabwe and Lesotho. South Africa and Zambia – the region’s main maize exporters 

– are struggling with poor harvest yields and depreciating currencies, which adds to the 

impact of drought conditions on vulnerable communities across the region. 

In addition to food security, El Niño conditions are driving WASH, health, education and 

other sectoral needs across the region. This briefing note analyses the humanitarian 

impact of the region-wide crisis on Zimbabwe and Lesotho.  

 
What is El Niño? 

El Niño and La Niña, which can but does not always follow El Niño, are opposite phases of what is 

known as the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) cycle. The ENSO cycle describes fluctuations in 

temperature between the ocean and atmosphere in the east-central Equatorial Pacific. El Niño 

conditions occur when the central and eastern equatorial Pacific sea surface temperatures are 

substantially warmer than usual. El Niño and La Niña episodes tend to develop between April and 

June, and reach their maximum strength between December and February. They usually persist 

for 9 to12 months, occasionally for up to two years, and recur every two to seven years (IRI 

15/10/2015). The last strong El Niño occurred in 1997/98, and caused 23,000 deaths and an 

estimated $35 billion in damage (VOX 17/08/2015). The 2015-2016 ENSO event is among the 

strongest on record (WMO 01/09/2015). 

 
 
 
 
 

Crisis across Southern Africa  

Southern Africa has seen erratic, delayed, or insufficient rainfall interrupt crop planting, 

especially maize – a staple across the region (FEWSNET 22/01/2016). Harvest yields in both 

chronically deficit and traditionally surplus-producing areas are expected to be well 

below average for a second consecutive year. In 2014–15, poor rainfall and high 

temperatures contributed to widespread cereal deficits, stretching food stocks and 

coping mechanisms (FNSWG 11/2015). Low regional maize supplies are driving up prices, 

exacerbating food insecurity (FEWSNET 22/01/2016). The impacts of insufficient rainfall, 

water and food shortages are also being felt across other sectors, including health, 

WASH and education. 

Food security and livelihoods 

Approximately 40 million rural people and 9 million urban poor – 18% of the total 

population in Southern African Development Community (SADC) countries – live in 

drought-affected areas across the region. Approximately 14 million people are food 

insecure. As of January 2016, some 2.5 million are people facing Crisis food security 

outcomes in five countries (Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique and Madagascar) 

(FEWSNET 22/01/2016; WFP 05/02/2016). Food security will likely worsen until April/May 

harvests. Harvests are expected to yield far less than usual, meaning improvements may 

not be seen until the April 2017 harvest, after another annual cycle has passed (FEWSNET 

22/01/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016).  

Cereal trade 

Devastating droughts in ‘breadbasket’ countries impact vulnerable populations across 

the region, as food prices have risen. In South Africa, seven of nine states have declared 

disasters due to drought, including major maize producing areas which account for 30% 

of regional production. In Zambia, a traditional maize exporter, the combined effects of 

below-average harvests and mismanaged grain stocks mean the country expects maize 

deficits as early as May 2015. Shortages have driven maize prices in the country up 17% 

on January averages, and the government has banned further exports (Reuters 14/01/2016;  
OpenZambia 22/01/2016; The Herald 06/01/2016; IRIN 28/01/2016).  

Lesotho, which normally imports 70% of its cereal from South Africa, has seen retail 

prices for white maize increase by 12.6% since the beginning of 2015, and wholesale 

prices by over 70% (OCHA 19/01/2016). In Zimbabwe, Zambia’ export ban has left millers 

without 70,000 metric tons of pre-paid maize imports (Reuters 14/01/2016; AfricaNews 

15/02/2016). 

 

http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/food-security-outlook/january-2015
http://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/
http://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/
http://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current/
http://www.vox.com/2015/8/17/9164499/el-nino-2015
http://www.vox.com/2015/8/17/9164499/el-nino-2015
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp279330.pdf
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Southern%20Africa%20Regional%20El%20Nino%20Situation%20Report%20%231%2C%2005%20February%202016.PDF
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/ocha_eastern_and_southern_africa_humanitarian_bulletin_issue_no_1_january_2016.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/zambia-drought-agriculture-idUSL8N14W3XJ20160114
http://www.openzambia.com/2016/01/charles-mwanza-the-maize-crisis-that-could-have-been-avoided/
http://www.herald.co.zw/zambia-maize-prices-soar-millers/
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/01/28/southern-africa%E2%80%99s-food-crisis-numbers
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/zambia-drought-agriculture-idUSL8N14W3XJ20160114
http://www.africanews.com/2016/02/15/drought-forces-zambia-to-ban-maize-exports-to-zimbabwe/
http://www.africanews.com/2016/02/15/drought-forces-zambia-to-ban-maize-exports-to-zimbabwe/
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Currency and remittances 

Major regional economies and currencies are in decline as they struggle to recover from 

effects of the global financial crisis, first felt in 2008 (Stats SA). The South African rand 

(ZAR) hit record lows against the USD in December 2015 and falling global commodity 

prices have ravaged South Africa’s resource-driven economy (WSJ 11/12/2015). The 

Zambian kwacha (ZMK) is also at a record low. While the depreciating rand and kwacha 

can help large-scale commercial traders, small retailers and poor households are hard-

hit, particularly those in Zimbabwe and Lesotho, where foreign currencies are dominant. 

(The Southern Times 08/01/2016). The value of remittances, which are important income 

sources for poor households, is particularly negatively affected, down 15% in Lesotho 

(IFRC 08/02/2016). 

Water 

Water shortages due to inadequate rainfall are having a major impact on both rural areas 

and cities across the region. This impact is worsened by poor maintenance or non-

existent irrigation systems, for example in Zimbabwe (VOA 08/02/2016). Water levels in the 

Kariba dam, which borders Zambia and Zimbabwe, fell to below 11% capacity in January, 

are limiting hydropower generation in both countries (Business Day 16/01/2016; Bloomberg 

04/02/2016; FEWSNET 22/01/2016). Despite water levels rising in February for the first time 

since April 2015, power output remains at just 25% and 18-hour power outages are 

commonly reported in Zimbabwe (OCHA 04/02/2016; Bloomberg 04/02/2016).  

Mismanagement of scarce resources adds to the challenges: Lesotho’s Highlands Water 

Project exports vast resources to South Africa while its population faces extreme water 

shortages. Wasteful practices are reported in water resource-rich Zimbabwe (World Bank 

2015; (The Herald 01/02/2016). 

Response capacity 

Local and national response capacity: Multiple governments in southern Africa have 

declared a state of emergency due to extreme drought and have developed national 

response plans (WFP 05/02/2016). However, major gaps in response have been identified in 

Lesotho (MDAT 01/2016). Reluctance to appreciate the extent of the crisis has affected 

preparedness in some countries, including Zimbabwe (The Herald 22/01/2016). 

International response capacity: The UN and partners have stepped up response and 

preparedness efforts. The UN and NGOs have supported the government of Lesotho in 

the development of a drought resilience and mitigation plan and WFP is providing 

technical assistance for a rapid drought assessment (WFP 05/02/2016; OCHA 19/01/2016). In 

Zimbabwe, the Humanitarian Country Team was set up in November 2015, prompted by 

El Niño. Five UN agencies, three international NGOs, one local NGO, the Red Cross, and 

two donors (DFID and USAID) make up the HCT (UNICEF 29/01/2016).  

Funding: Inadequate funding has been a major barrier to scaling up food assistance to 

the required levels. Lesotho’s government estimated that USD 38 million is required to 

support relief operations spanning water, food, and agriculture (WFP 05/02/2016). In 

Zimbabwe, an estimated USD 132 million are needed to fund the international 

humanitarian response (OCHA 11/2015). 

 

Evapotranspiration levels indicating crop water shortages in Southern Africa 

(Nov-Dec 2015)  

 

Crop water shortage  (mm)     Crop water surplus 

Source: EARS Earth Environment Monitoring 22/01/2016 

  

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=735&id=1
http://www.wsj.com/articles/south-africas-rand-falls-to-record-lows-after-finance-ministers-dismissal-1449853788
http://southernafrican.news/2016/01/08/sa-rand-blots-zim-regional-economy/
http://reliefweb.int/report/lesotho/lesotho-food-insecurity-emergency-appeal-n-mdrsl004-operation-update-no-1
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-zimbabwe-mugabe-idUSKCN0UR1SW20160113
http://www.bdlive.co.za/africa/africannews/2016/01/15/kariba-dams-low-water-level-could-mean-shutdown-of-hydroelectic-plants
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-02-03/kariba-dam-water-levels-increase-for-first-time-in-9-months
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-02-03/kariba-dam-water-levels-increase-for-first-time-in-9-months
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/ocha_eastern_and_southern_africa_humanitarian_bulletin_issue_no_1_january_2016.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/projects/P001396/lesotho-highlands-water-project-phase-1a?lang=en
http://www.worldbank.org/projects/P001396/lesotho-highlands-water-project-phase-1a?lang=en
http://www.herald.co.zw/12-000-boreholes-run-dry-minister/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Southern%20Africa%20Regional%20El%20Nino%20Situation%20Report%20%231%2C%2005%20February%202016.PDF
http://www.herald.co.zw/govt-secures-200m-for-maize-imports/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Southern%20Africa%20Regional%20El%20Nino%20Situation%20Report%20%231%2C%2005%20February%202016.PDF
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Zimbabwe%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%231%20-%2029Jan2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Southern%20Africa%20Regional%20El%20Nino%20Situation%20Report%20%231%2C%2005%20February%202016.PDF
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Zimbabwe_Food_Security_Response_2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/map/world/el-nino-drought-hits-southern-africa


     
 ACAPS Briefing Note: El Niño in Southern Africa 

 

4 

 

Outlook 

The 2015–16 El Niño phenomenon has peaked and is expected to gradually weaken over 

the next 4–6 months. However, the humanitarian consequences continue to worsen as 

predictions are for below-average rainfall and high temperatures across the Southern 

Africa region and the effects of consecutive poor harvests continue to accrue (FEWSNET 

22/01/2016).  

Persistent reduced rainfall in much of the region, is expected to result in further water 

scarcity, crop failure, pest infestation, malnutrition, waterborne diseases such as cholera 

and dysentery, and animal diseases (OCHA 19/01/2016; FEWSNET 30/10/2015). Food security 

continues to worsen.  

La Niña presents a further and insufficiently understood risk that could add to the 

humanitarian impact. 

Climate change and extreme weather events 

El Niño and climate change are interrelated: climate change boosts the probability of a super El 

Niño developing, and El Niño, in turn, exacerbates climate change as the Pacific Ocean heats up 

(Oxfam 02/02/2016). An increased likelihood of extreme weather events is associated with both 

phenomena, placing pressure on the resilience of communities across Southern Africa (LSE 

26/08/2016). Flash flooding can occur amid erratic rainfall and ongoing drought, causing damage 

and hampering access (OCHA 11/2015). Malawi, for example, faced devastating floods in early 

2015, and the frequency of droughts and the harshness of winters in Lesotho have increased in 

recent years (UNISDR 2012; IFRC 03/12/2013; FNSWG 11/2015). 

 

Lessons learned 

The current El Niño is not the first to impact Southern Africa. Although no two are the 

same, lessons can be learned from previous El Niño years and natural disasters.  

In the past, both drought and floods have devastated Southern African communities, 

leading to serious spikes in food insecurity.  

Moreover, the rainfall deficits characteristic of El Niño raise important WASH and health 

concerns: water shortages and poor sanitation have previously driven disease outbreaks 

in urban areas, such as the cholera and typhoid outbreaks in the Zimbabwean capital in 

2009 and 2012 (OCHA 11/2015; 19/01/2016; All Africa 11/02/2016; The Herald 05/02/2016; Reuters 

29/01/2016). 

 

 

 

 

Lesotho 

At least 725,000 people, one-third of the total population, are expected to be affected by 

drought in the following months (OCHA 31/01/2016). Out of Lesotho’s ten districts, the five 

hard-to-reach mountainous districts are the most affected, including Qacha’s Nek, 

Mokhotlong, Thaba Tseka, Quthing and Mafeteng (IFRC 08/02/2016). On 22 December, the 

government of Lesotho declared a state of emergency (WFP 29/12/2015). 

Food security and livelihoods: Food insecurity is deteriorating in Lesotho. 535,000 people, 

38% of rural population, are likely to face survival and livelihood protection deficits in the 

absence of safety nets until June 2016 (MDAT 01/2016). In addition, some people in urban 

areas will not be able to meet the high cost of food (WFP 29/12/2015). Livestock diseases 

and mortality are increasing as a result of poor feeding sources and scarcity of water 

(OCHA 19/01/2016). Most rural families depend on rain-fed subsistence farming, and wool 

and mohair production, which have been disrupted by the drought (WFP 29/12/2015). 

WASH: Almost 300,000 people in 276 communities (15% of the population) are 

experiencing acute shortages of water (OCHA 29/01/2016). Water shortages are affecting 

household consumption, the provision of basic services, agricultural activity and 

industry. Water is being rationed in many districts, such as in Mohale’s Hoek (OCHA 

19/01/2016). The drought has dried up most rivers in Berea district, in the northwest and in 

Mohale’s Hoek district in the south (WFP 29/12/2015; OCHA 19/01/2016). 

Health: Health facilities are hampered by limited water availability. A large increase in 

diarrhoeal diseases has been reported. During December 2015, 262 diarrhoeal diseases 

cases were reported – a 300% increase from the 88 cases reported in November (OCHA 

19/01/2016; OCHA 31/01/2016). The extremely short supply of water has resulted in disruption 

in basic services, as hospitals and clinics are not able to maintain their services. As many 

health clinics are without water, and government capacity to truck water to the clinics 

are overwhelmed many community members are discouraged from reporting to the 

clinics (OCHA 31/01/2016). Pregnant women are avoiding giving birth in health clinics as 

most facilities lack water. A number of elderly people have died from dehydration as they 

are less able to carry water from water points (OCHA 19/01/2016; OCHA 31/01/2016). A number 

of HIV/AIDS and TB patients cease to take their ART and other medication because lack 

of food is emerging, including some cases that resulted in death (OCHA 31/01/2016). 

Nutrition: Over 80% of communities in all districts reported concerns with malnutrition. 

49% of communities indicated insufficient access to nutrition services (MDAT 01/2016).  

Education: There are evidence of schools closing due to lack of water supplies (OCHA 

31/01/2016). 

http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/lesotho/remote-monitoring-report/october-2015
https://blogs.oxfam.org/en/blogs/16-02-02-el-nino-climate-change-all-you-need-know?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_medium=ZnF9&utm_content=redirect
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/news/climate-is-critical-in-southern-africas-water-energy-food-nexus/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/news/climate-is-critical-in-southern-africas-water-energy-food-nexus/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Southern%20Africa%20Humanitarian%20Outlook_Nov%202015.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/partners/countries/lso
http://reliefweb.int/report/lesotho/lesotho-food-insecurity-emergency-appeal-n-mdrls003-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp279330.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Southern%20Africa%20Humanitarian%20Outlook_Nov%202015.pdf
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201602110244.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201602050369.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201602050369.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/ozatp-us-zimbabwe-drought-water-idAFKCN0V71EW
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/lesotho/lesotho-food-insecurity-emergency-appeal-n-mdrsl004-operation-update-no-1
http://www.wfp.org/stories/drought-plunge-lesotho-food-crisis
http://www.wfp.org/stories/drought-plunge-lesotho-food-crisis
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.wfp.org/stories/drought-plunge-lesotho-food-crisis
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/el-ni-o-overview-impact-and-projected-humanitarian-needs-and-response-29-january-2016
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.wfp.org/stories/drought-plunge-lesotho-food-crisis
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
http://www.unlesotho.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Sit-update-Lesotho-16-01-19.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin-eastern-and-southern-africa-region-issue-01-01-31-january-2016
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Zimbabwe 

The humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe is deteriorating rapidly. An estimated 2.44 

million people need food assistance between January and March 2016 – one million 

more than initially predicted (All Africa 05/02/2016; OCHA 09/2015). A typhoid outbreak has hit 

Harare (VOA 12/02/2016).  

After much delay, Zimbabwe ultimately declared the current agricultural season a 

national disaster on 4 February 2016, bringing the country under a state of emergency 
(All Africa 05/02/2016). 

Food security and livelihoods: As of January 2016, some 600,000 people face Crisis food 

security outcomes, with numbers expected to worsen in the coming months, particularly 

in southern provinces (FEWSNET 22/01/2016). Underlying vulnerability is high after the 

2014–15 harvest recorded a maize shortfall of 650,000 metric tons, leaving Zimbabwe 

30% below domestic requirements (FNSWG 11/2015). This growing season, planted areas 

are 40% below last year, which was itself 89% less than the five-year average 90% of 

Zimbabwe has received below-average rainfall, with dramatic deficits in southern areas 

(OCHA 04/02/2016). Two-thirds of the maize crop has been written off in Masvingo and the 

Matabeleland provinces, which are among the worst affected areas (All Africa 05/02/2016). 

With regional trade partners also struggling with maize shortfalls, Zimbabwe is importing 

beyond its capacity, spending some USD 200 million on 700,000 metric tons of maize, 

much of it from South America (VOA 28/01/2016; VOA 08/02/2016; The Herald 22/01/2016). 

Pastoralists are also under stress, particularly in the south. Some 16,000 cattle have died 

since October 2015 (The Independent 12/02/2016; VOA 02/02/2016; All Africa 05/02/2016). Greener 

pastures in the north are more difficult to access after quarantine zones were established 

to contain a foot-and-mouth disease outbreak that has decimated the national herd (All 

Africa 27/12/2015; 05/02/2016; Reuters 12/01/2016).  

WASH: Dams are on average only 51% full and most catchment areas are below expected 

levels (All Africa 05/02/2016). Boreholes are drying up in southern provinces:  some 12,000 

are no longer producing water due to the low water table (All Africa 05/02/2016; The Herald 

01/02/2016). Only 51% of all water sources are functional in the six most affected 

provinces, compared to 62% in April 2015 (UNICEF 29/01/2016). In Harare, 60% of water 

needs are not covered – unregulated vendors are selling unsafe water (Reuters 02/02/2016). 

Health: Scarce water supplies are heightening the risk of diarrhoea and cholera outbreaks 

(UNICEF 29/01/2016). Over 800 suspected and 14 confirmed cases of typhoid have been 

reported in Harare since the last week of January 2016, due to the use of contaminated 

water (Reuters 29/01/2016; The Standard 07/02/2016)  

Nutrition: SAM increased in 2015, up to 2.3% compared with 1.5% in 2014. In July 2015, 

SAM varied from 0.8% to 5.5% in Mashonaland East, the worst affected province, and is 

expected to have deteriorated since (UNICEF 29/01/2016). 

Education: Food insecurity and water shortages are limiting access to education. 6,000 

children in Matabeleland North are skipping classes, citing hunger and the need to help 

out with house or farm work (Reuters 21/11/2016). 

 

Zimbabwe: Food security classification  

(Jan-March 2016) 

 

 

Source: FEWSNET 01/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Zimbabwe_Food_Security_Response_2015.pdf
http://www.voazimbabwe.com/content/zimbabwe-politics-harare-city-council-typhoid-health/3188870.html
file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/alert/january-22-2016
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp279330.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/ocha_eastern_and_southern_africa_humanitarian_bulletin_issue_no_1_january_2016.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
http://www.voazimbabwe.com/content/zimbabwe-eu-funding-humanitarian-aid/3166876.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-zimbabwe-mugabe-idUSKCN0UR1SW20160113
http://www.herald.co.zw/govt-secures-200m-for-maize-imports/
http://www.theindependent.co.zw/2016/02/12/zimbabwe-dithers-as-hunger-stalks/
http://www.theindependent.co.zw/2016/02/12/zimbabwe-dithers-as-hunger-stalks/
file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/zimbabwe-drought-cattle-idUSL8N14U0W820160112
file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
file:///C:/Users/Maria%20Luisa/Dropbox%20(ACAPS)/Global%20Crisis%20Overivew/12.%20Ongoing%20Projects/El%20Nino/Southern%20Africa/allafrica.com/stories/201602050595.html
http://www.herald.co.zw/12-000-boreholes-run-dry-minister/
http://www.herald.co.zw/12-000-boreholes-run-dry-minister/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Zimbabwe%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%231%20-%2029Jan2016.pdf
http://in.reuters.com/article/zimbabwe-water-drought-idINL8N15D3T9
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Zimbabwe%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%231%20-%2029Jan2016.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/ozatp-us-zimbabwe-drought-water-idAFKCN0V71EW
https://www.thestandard.co.zw/2016/02/07/harare-water-crisis-cause-for-concern/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Zimbabwe%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%231%20-%2029Jan2016.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-zimbabwe-drought-schools-idUSKCN0TA0WX20151121
http://www.fews.net/southern-africa/zimbabwe/food-security-outlook-update/january-2016-0
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Key characteristics of host population and area 

Key indicators Zimbabwe Lesotho 

Total population 

 

15,046,000 (2015) 2,120,000 (2015) 

% population in rural areas 

 

59% (2015) 69% (2015) 

Age distribution of population 8% of population over 65 years old (2015) 

14% of the population under 5 years old (2015) 

 

8% of the population over 65 years old (2015) 

12.5% of the population under 5 years old (2015) 

 

Capital 

 

Harare Maseru 

Drinking water coverage 

 

1990  

33% piped water  

46% other improved  

13% unimproved  

2015 

28% piped water  

49% other improved  

17% unimproved 

 

1990 

10% piped water  

69% other improved  

20% unimproved  

2015 

22% piped water  

60% other improved  

18% unimproved  

 

Improved sanitation coverage 2000 

40% improved  

27% shared  

0% unimproved  

33% open defecation  

 

2015 

37% improved  

26% shared  

9% unimproved  

28% open defecation  

2000 

24% improved  

9% shared  

21% unimproved  

46% open defecation  

 

2015 

30% improved  

12% shared  

25% unimproved  

33% open defecation 

Under-five mortality rate 

 

97 deaths per 1,000 live births (2009) 

89 deaths per 1,000 live births (2013) 

 

113 deaths per 1,000 live births (2009) 

98 deaths per 1,000 live births (2013) 

 

Nutrition levels (children under five)  3% wasting  (2014) 

1% severe wasting (2014) 

4% overweight  (2014) 

11% low birth weight  (2011) 

 

3% wasting (2014) 

1% severe wasting  (2014) 

7% overweight (2014) 

11% low birth weight  (2011) 

 

Literacy rates 

 

87.8% male  (2011) 

80.1% female  (2011) 

74.2% male  (2012) 

92.1% female  (2012) 

Sources: Global Nutrition Report 2015 Lesotho; Global Nutrition Report 2015 Zimbabwe; UNESCO Adult and Youth Literacy 2013   

http://ebrary.ifpri.org/utils/getfile/collection/p15738coll2/id/129965/filename/130176.pdf
http://ebrary.ifpri.org/utils/getfile/collection/p15738coll2/id/130073/filename/130284.pdf
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/literacy-statistics-trends-1985-2015.pdf

