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Context: Port Loko district is in the Northern Province, and is the fourth most populous district in the country. Port Loko borders the Western Area to the 
west, Kambia district to the North, Bombali district to the East and Tonkolili district to the South. The 11 chiefdoms of the district are Bureh Kasseh 
Makonteh (BKM), Buya Romende, Dibia, Kaffu Bullom, Koya, Lokomasama, Maforki, Marampa, Masimera, Sanda Magbolontor, and Tinkatupa Makonteh 
Safroko (TMS). Lunsar is the district’s largest Town, and other major towns are Masiaka, Rokupr, Lungi, Gbinti and Port Loko town. The population is 

predominantly Muslim (80%) and the largest ethnic group is Temne
3
.  According to the projected population 2014, the average household size

1
 is 7 people 

per family. 

Population 557,9781 

Male 265,2981 

Female 292,6801 

Ethnic diversity Temne3 

Geographical area 5719 Sq. KM (2,208 Sq. miles)3 

Language Krio is widely spoken, Susu and 
Temne are also a popular dialect3 

District level poverty rate 60%4 

Gini coefficient district 0.29%4 

Net Primary enrollment by district  58%4 

Total fertility rate (TFR) 5.35 

Under 5 mortality rate 202 deaths per 1000 live births6 

Life expectancy at birth 49 years 6 

Percentage all basic vaccination 52%5 

Prevalence of food insecurity 70%7 

Prevalence of chronic malnutrition  35.2%5 

Agriculture as main livelihood  81%5 

Livelihoods Agriculture and mining5 
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Population distribution: The population distribution by age group and gender (see table) 

indicates that 49% of the district population are of working age. 29% of the population is 

children in the 5-11 years age group, according to Population and Household Census 20041, 

and many of them, particularly in rural areas, are engaged in domestic or other forms of 

labor/economic activities. According to the projected population statistics1, some 18% of 

the district population is below 5 years old. Almost 89%4 live in the district’s rural areas. 

Livelihood and Economy: Production of food crops, such as rice, cassava and sweet potato, are the main livelihood sources for over 80%4 of the population. 

Small scale mining also takes place. The city of Port Loko is a major trade center in the Northern Province. The areas around Port Loko are known for 

bauxite mining. The London Mining Company, which operates iron-ore mining in Lunsar and Marampa, is a major employer in the area. The global demand 

for bauxite and iron-ore slowed down recently, and this coupled with falling prices in the international market, has negatively impacted the employment 

sector in the mining industry. To a lesser extent, some people are engaged in cash crop production, such as coffee and cocoa3. During 2013-14, the London 

Mining Company, jointly with the Cotton Tree Foundation, Sierra Leone, implemented a USD 115,000 agricultural project supporting the youth groups of 

Marampa and Mafroki chiefdoms. Hiring labor and exchange workers are seasonal activities during the plantation and harvesting season from which the 

farming communities generate income. Due to EVD outbreak, in 2014 that income was lost as the number of hired labor and exchange workers during the 

season was reduced by 29% compared to 2013. The Wealth Index (WI)4 indicates that 26% of the district population falls into the poorest quintile, while 

33% fall under a medium poor rating. Port Loko has the second highest portion of households (59%) in the two poorest quintiles.   

Education: According to the Ministry of Education Science and Technology’s (MEST) school census in 

2013, there are 687 schools in the district, of which 39 are pre-primary, 512 are primary, 111 are junior 

secondary, and 25 are senior secondary schools. Port Loko has the second highest number of schools in 

the country after Freetown City. The MEST recorded an increase of 30 schools (17 pre-primary, 6 junior 

and 7 senior high schools) in 2012-13 session compared to that of 2011-12. The majority (63%) of the 

schools are missionary, community or private schools, with the remaining 27% government schools. 

The net primary enrollment rate is 57.5%. Educational attainment is higher among boys compared to 

girls in all three school levels (see graph aside). The average teacher-student ratio for the district is 

1:47. The overall literacy rate is 32%. The Port Loko Teacher's College is one of the oldest and best 

known colleges in Sierra Leone. 

2014 Projected district population by age group & gender1 

  Under 5 5 to 14 15-64 65+ Total 

Male 52257 83397 118389 11255 265298 

Female 49720 77272 152672 13016 292680 

Total 101977 160669 271061 24271 557978 
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Food Security: The Emergency Food Security Assessment 20158 report shows that over 52% of the District’s residents are moderate to severely food 

insecure, while 40% are marginally food insecure. 92% of the District’s residents are facing some form of food insecurity. The report projected that the 2015 

total rice production will be lower compared to 2014, as farmers were unable to work in their fields due to movement restrictions and fear of contracting 

Ebola. Crop production is the most vital livelihood source for the majority of the population, but this source of livelihood was the most adversely affected 

during the EVD outbreak. The Coping Strategy Index (CSI)10 has significantly increased from 6% in 2010 to 13% in 2015, which implies that people have 

reduced meal portions and/or eat less of their preferred foods. The CSI trend is alarming and is an indication of increased vulnerability in the district. Food 

purchase8 accounts for 61% of household expenditure, which reduces the purchasing power of people. This compromises both the quality and quantity of 

other essential necessities, such as Health, Education, and Family Welfare. 

Health: The Port Loko Government Hospital and Lungi Government Hospital are the two main heath facilities in the district. These hospitals have 5 doctors, 

6 midwives, 37 nurses and 8 technicians. On average, one health facility serves 477611 people, and the population per hospital is 151,249. 65%5 of  children 

aged between 12-23 months have completed a full course of vaccination against the most common diseases (BCG, DPT, Polio and Measles), while 5% of 

children of the same age group did not have any vaccinations at all. During the Ebola response, a number of organizations, such as CDC, IMC, IRC, GOAL, 

Marie Stopes, Plan International, Partners in Health, OXFAM, UNFPA, WHO, UNICEF, WFP, IFRC, Christian Aid, Restless Development and the District Health 

Management Team (DHMT) were actively involved in the response, surveillance, contract tracing, quarantine, managing the treatment centers (Ebola 

Treatment Centers) etc.    

Impact of EVD Emergency: Port Loko, as a main business hub of the country, was severely affected by movement restrictions during the peak of the Ebola 

outbreak. The Port Loko farming community was heavily affected by the Ebola crisis. The district has suffered a high number of Ebola deaths and also has 

the second highest number of survivors (496 registered survivors as of Sept 2015), after the Western Area Urban district. Despite the end of human 

transmission of Ebola in the country, survivors continue to experience health complications and experience challenges obtaining health care services and 

psychosocial support.    

Water and Sanitation: (WASH): The Sierra Leone Demographic and Household Survey 2013 indicated that 44% of households did not have hand washing 

(water, soap or cleansing agents) facilities within the household, while only 11% have the full range of hand washing facilities at the household level. During 

the Ebola outbreak, a nationwide campaign for hand washing (with soap, chlorinated water, hand sanitizer or combination) was launched. The MEST school 

census 2013 indicated that 54% of schools do not have water sources in the compound, only 6% of the schools have pipe borne water supplies, 30% of 

schools have boreholes, and the remaining 64% of schools relied on water from wells, streams, and other sources. Only 68% of the schools have toilet 

facilities in the compound with the conditions and cleanliness widely varying by school. A number of organizations (UN and NGOs) are working in the WASH 
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sector namely UNICEF, CAWeC, GEKO-SL, DIP, GOAL, OXFAM, Plan International, World Hope, Health Education Department, Ministry of Health and 

Sanitation (MOHS), ISLAG/CHRISTAG and SMAC.  
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