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Distance Learning:  

Capacity To Deliver in the NWSW  

Introduction 
In Cameroon, all 31,851 schools across the country affecting 7,000,000 students of all ages1, have 
been temporarily closed from the 18th of March 2020, in an attempt to contain the spread of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. In the North West and South West (NWSW), the hard-gained progress in access 
to learning, over the last year, has been reversed by the Covid-19. It has interrupted the continuous 
learning for 575,000 (281,750 girls) children. This includes 235,000 (115,150 girls) students from 
public schools and about 340,000 (166,600 girls) learners from community centers. In both regions, 
an estimated 1,033,000 (506,170 girls) school aged children are out of schools2 due to the dual 
emergencies, COVID-19 and conflict3.    

Extended school closures may cause not only loss of learning in the short-term, but also further loss 
in human capital and diminished economic opportunities in the long-term. To help mitigate the loss 
of learning, many countries are pursuing options to utilize remote learning to manage and cope with 
the crisis4. The closure of schools and learning centres in Cameroon will continue for next few 
months. During this period, the best available mode of providing education is distance learning. 
With this backdrop, the Education Cluster, in the NWSW of Cameroon, conducted an online survey 
to map the capacity of partners to provide distance learning in response to Covid-19. A total of 22 
partners responded to the online survey conducted during the period of 26 March - 8 April 2020. 

Distance Learning  
Distance education or learning is simply a way of studying in which students do not attend schools 
or learning centres physically but learn from where they live. Traditionally, this usually 
involved correspondence courses wherein the student corresponded with the school via post. 
Today, it involves online and offline education. A distance learning program can be completely 
distance learning, or a combination of distance learning and traditional classroom instruction (called 
hybrid or blended). Massive open online courses (MOOCs), offering large-scale interactive 
participation and open access through the World Wide Web or other network technologies, are 
recent educational modes in distance education. Several other terms (distributed learning, e-
learning, m-learning, online learning, virtual classroom etc.) are used roughly synonymously with 
distance education5.   

Distance learning includes, not limited to, radio education programme, Television (TV) education 
programme, online learning, SMS, mobile technology and social media supported learning, printed 
‘take-home’ and home-based learning. In the NWSW, the distance learning solutions include radio 
programmes, e-learning, tablet and computer-based learning.   

 

 
1 UNICEF Cameroon, Education Section, Covid-19 Situation Report#1, March 2020.  
2 According to the estimation of the Education Cluster in the NWSW.  
3 Education Cluster, the Impact of Covid-19 on Education in NWSW of Cameroon (draft), 25 March 2020. 
4 The World Bank Education Global Practice, Guidance Not: Remote Learning and Covid-19, April 2020 
5 Adopted by Education Cluster-NWSW of Cameroon, from the definition of Cambridge Dictionary and Wikipedia.  

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/distance-learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blended_learning
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This modality of education service delivery, that might be critical during the acute phase of a crisis, 
can be explored as post-crisis options for reaching marginalised students6. Mapping such modalities 
would help the cluster and partners to support children affected by Covid and conflict to provide 
remote learning in the regions.  

 

The below matrix depicts available home learning modalities7 practice commonly.  

 

Findings 

Forms of E -Learning and the Partners Activities 

Radio education 

The majority (18 out of 22 partners, participated in the survey) are implementing Radio Education 
in some way. Radio education comprises mainly of literacy and numeracy sessions and one partner 
is implementing community based vocational training for children, youth and women farmers. 
Those implementing radio education programmes are narrow casting in small listening groups or in 
centres.  Nine of the partners also implement some form of computer/ tablet-based learning.  

Tablet Based Education  

A total of eleven (11) partners conduct computer/ tablet-based education (including the 9 that 
deliver radio education). Of these 3 are only doing computer-based education and the other also 
have capabilities within other forms of distance learning. One partner is currently working with TV-
education. 

 
6 INEE, Technical Note, Education During the Covid-19 Pandemic, April 2020.  
7 UNICEF, Guidance on Distance Learning Modalities to reach all children and Youth During School Closure, 
2020 
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Level of Experience 
Regarding the level of experience, it stretches from partners who have only started to plan their 
distance learning activities, partners who have been engaging with local TV and radio stations to 
broadcast educational topics and partners who are facilitating large scale distance learning 
programs.   

The content for local TV broadcast covers a broad spectrum and includes (for example): positive 
discipline, inclusive education, how children with disabilities can be engaged in sporting activities 
together with others, fish farming, poultry and pig production, agroforestry farming systems and 
trees domestication, mushroom cultivation and financial management. Topics not yet implemented 
but with partners that want to deliver includes online Menstrual Health and Hygiene Management 
(MHM) education to adolescent girls whilst in isolation. 

Only 3 partners are building the capacity of facilitators/caregivers to be able to support the children 
during distance learning. 

 

Figure 1. Type of distance learning 

Current and Possible Capacity 
All partners, participated in the survey, are reaching a total of 35,000 children. With current 
capacity, they can support up to 82,000 
children.  At present, 59% of the partners 
are implementing in SW alone whilst 23% 
are in NW and 18% are in both regions. All 
partners could, with increased funding, 
reach 258,000 children with distance 
education. Mainly, through radio narrow 
casting and E-learning.  
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Geographic Coverage 
A total of 22 partners from the Education Cluster (13 
in SW; 5 in NW and 4 in both NW and SW) participated 
in the survey. Of the 22 partners, 18 are National Non-
Governmental Organisation (NNGO) and 2 are UN 
agencies and one is an International Organisation 
(INGO). The UN agencies, INGO and one NNGO are 
implementing in both regions. 

Out of the 17 partners in SW, 10 are implementing in 
Fako, 8 in Meme, 6 in Kupe- Manenguba and 3 in 
Manyu and Lebialem divisions. There are no partners 
in Ndian. In NW, 7 out of the 9 partners are 
implementing in Mezam and Boyo sub- divisions, 5 in 
Momo, 4 in Boi, Ngoketunja and Menchum. There are 
no partners in Donga Mantung. There are high 
chances of overlaps in urban divisions of Fako, Meme, 
Mezam and Boyo considering the density of partners 
and the total reach. Concentration of partners in these 
divisions may also be a result of an increase in the 
number of IDPs in these areas.  
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Readiness to respond to COVID-19 
18 of the 22 partners are ready to start by end of April with current capacity and increased funding 
if made available.  
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APPENDIX 
 

Participants list  

• LESLEY'S FOUNDSTION 

• Youth Development Centre 

• Indigenous Volunteers for Sustainable Peace and Development 

• Humanitarian Association of Dynamic Youths (HADY) Guiding Services. 

• Key Farmers Cameroon (KFC) 

• Foundation of Hope Centre 

• FIED 

• PAID-WA 

• UNICEF 

• Grace Chin Foundation  

• COMMUNITY HEALTH AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FOR CAMEROON-(COHESODEC) 

• UNESCO 

• Green Partners Association 

• Society for the Promotion of Initiatives in Sustainable Development and Welfare (SOPISDEW) 

• Plan International 

• ASSOCIATION FOR RURAL ACCESS TO DEVELOPMENT-CAMEROON (ARAD-CAM) 

• Authentique Memorial Empowerment Foundation  

• Community Humanitarian Emergency Board (COHEB) International 

• Miracle Charity Foundation 

• Educate a Child in Africa  

Questionnaire 
Mapping capacity for radio education, e-learning and other forms of distance learning 

The Education Cluster is currently mapping what partners has the capability to work with radio education, e-

learning and other forms of non-formal distance learning. This is, in addition to anglophone crisis, relevant as 

a part of the response to COVID-19 which has a big impact on the education system. Thank you for 

participating!  

* Required 

 

1. 

Email address * 

 

2. 

What is the name of your organisation? * 

 

3. 

What is your name? * 
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4. 

Do your organisation work or have plans to work with any form of distance learning (e.g. radio education, e-

learning etc.)? * 

Mark only one oval. 

Yes 

No 

 

Information about your activities 

In this section we are asking questions about how you are working with distance learning.  

5. 

What forms of e-learning are you working with? Please select all that apply. If you have more than one for 

"Other" please separate with comma (,) * 

Check all that apply. 

Radio education 

Computer / tablet-based learning 

Other: 

 

6. 

Please describe what activities that you organisation are doing in the above selected means of education. 

Please provide as much information as possible. * 

 

7. 

What region are you working in? * 

North West 

South West 

North West and South West 

 

8. 

What Division(s) are you working in? Please chose all that apply. * 

Check all that apply. 

Boyo 

Bui 

Donga-Mantung 

Menchum 

 Mezam 
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Momo  

 Ngo-Ketunjia 

 Fako 

Kupe-Manenguba 

Lebialem 

Manyu 

Meme 

 Ndian 

9. 

What level of education do you provide? 

Check all that apply. 

Early Childhood Development 

Primary Education 

Accelerated Basic Education 

Secondary Education 

 Technical/ Vocational Education 

 Tertiary Education 

 Adult Education 

Catch-Up Classes 

Sunday School / Religious Education 

Other: 

10. 

Comments on level of education. Please comment if you have any further information to share.  

 

11. 

Who are the implementing partner? * 

 

Capacity 

In this section we are asking questions about your current and further capacity. 

 

12. 

How many boys and girls are currently benefitting from your activities described? * 

 

13. 
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How many boys and girls could you reach with your activities with your current capacity? What kind of activities 

could you provide for these children? * 

 

14. 

How many boys and girls could you reach if you would increase your capacity? What would be needed to do 

so? * 

 

15. 

When can you start with these activities? dd/mm/yr * 

 

16. 

*Will you work with partners? 

Yes 

No 

 

17. 

Other comments. Please add any comment if something is missing or if you have information that you would 

like to share with us.  
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Education Cluster, North West and South West, Cameroon 

 

Contact:  

Munas Kalden, Education Cluster Coordinator (NWSW), email: mkalden@unicef.org  

Lizzie Rushwaya, Education Cluster Co-coordinator(NWSW), email:  Lizzie.Rushwaya@plan-international.org 

Francesca Bonomo, Education Cluster Lead, email: fbonomo@unicef.org 
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