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Detention Bulletin 
 June 2012 

This month saw a 6 percent decrease in 

the number of children prosecuted in 

the Israeli military courts and 

imprisoned. However, there has been a 

64 percent increase in the number of 

children held in military detention since 

December 2011. This month also saw a 

10 percent decrease in the number of 

young children (12-15 years) being 

detained. 

 

In June, DCI re-issued an Urgent 

Appeal against the forcible transfer of 

Palestinian children to prisons inside 

Israel in violation of article 76 of the 

Fourth Geneva Convention. In 

response to this appeal, UK lawyers and 

two unions (NUT and UCU) wrote to the  

 June 2012 – Overview 

 

 

UK‟s Foreign Secretary seeking urgent 

intervention in accordance with the 

UK‟s obligations under the Convention. 

 

On 26 June, a delegation of leading UK 

lawyers released a report on Palestinian 

child detainees – Children in military 

custody. (See back page) 

 

On 27 June, the UK‟s largest union, 

UNITE, voted to start campaigning on 

behalf of Palestinian child detainees. 

UNITE has 1.5 million members across a 

wide range of industry groups. Finally, 

two Dutch political parties, the Socialist 

Party and the Green Party, passed 

resolutions to campaign on behalf of 

Palestinian child detainees in June. 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

DETENTION FIGURES 

 

221 children detained ( 6%) 

 

35 aged 12-15 ( 10%) 

 

0 children in Admin. Detention  

 

0 girls in detention  

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 Children in military custody – 

New report by UK lawyers 

 

 Dutch political parties vote to 

campaign for Palestinian 

child prisoners 

 

 UK parliamentary motion – 

Children in Israeli detention 

 

 UK unions and lawyers call 

for an end to forcible transfer 

of children  

 

 Channel 4 News 

 

 Haaretz – UK slams Israel with 

stiff upper lip: Not all 

Palestinian kids are potential 

terrorists 

 

 The Jewish Chronicle – Israel 

„in breach of international 

law‟ over child detainees 

 

 The Independent – Nothing 

resonates like the 

mistreatment of minors 

 

 Sydney Morning Herald – 

British lawyers condemn 

Israeli injustice on Palestinian 

minors 

 

 The Guardian – „spiral of 

injustice‟ 

 

 The Independent – UK ready 

to take on Israel  
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Number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention: Jan 2008 – June 2012 
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Fathers waiting at Ofer military court - 
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Each year approximately 500 - 700 Palestinian children, some as young as 12 

years, are detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system.  

The most common charge is for throwing stones. The overwhelming majority of 

these children are detained inside Israel in contravention of Article 76 of the 

Fourth Geneva Convention. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226 220 211 209 202 180 164 150 161 135 192 

2012 170 187 206 220 234 221 - - - - - - 206 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45 37 38 38 40 34 35 30 33 19 36 

2012 26 24 31 33 39 35 - - - - - - 31 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 3 3 0 0 0 3.8 

2010 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - - - - 0 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1.8 

2010 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1.6 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - - - - 0 

12-15 year olds  

In June there was a decrease in the 

number of young children (12-15 

years) being prosecuted in Israeli 

military courts and receiving 

custodial sentences in prisons inside 

Israel. As at the end of June, there 

were 35 young children in 

detention, a decrease of four 

children (10%) from the previous 

month. 

 

Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since Jan 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 
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Total  
According to the latest figures 

compiled by DCI-Palestine from 

sources including the Israeli Prison 

Service (IPS) and Israeli army 

temporary detention facilities, 

there were 221 Palestinian children 

(12-17 years) in Israeli detention at 

the end of June 2012. This 

represents a decrease of 13 

children (6%) from the previous 

month. 

 

 

June 2012 

IN FIGURES 
 

Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each 

month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Girls in detention  

There are currently no Palestinian 

girls being held in Israeli detention 

facilities. 

 

Administrative detention  

There are currently no Palestinian 

children being held without charge 

or trial in Israeli administrative 

detention. 

 

Number of Palestinian girls in Israeli detention at the end of each month since 

January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian children held in Israeli administrative detention at the end 

of each month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 



 Urgent Appeals 
 

 UA 2/12 – Forcible transfer 

 UA 1/12 – Solitary confinement 

 UA 6/11 – Children of BeitUmmar 

 UA 4/11 – Children of Azzun 

 UA 3/11 – Settler violence 

 

 

 

Voices from the Occupation 
 

 Voices – Solitary confinement 

 Voices – East Jerusalem 

 Voices – 15-year-old Bethlehem 

 Voices – 16-year-old Balata 

 Voices – 15-year-old Balata 

 Voices – 17-year-old from Azzun 

 Voices – Human shield 

 Voices – Solitary confinement 

 Voices – 16-year-old Beit Ummar 

 Voices – 17-year-old from Haris 

 Voices – 15-year-old from Azzun 

 Voices – 16-year-old Beit Ummar 

 Voices – Solitary confinement 

 Voices – East Jerusalem 

 Voices – Solitary confinement 

 Voices – Solitary confinement 

 Voices – 13-year-old from Azzun 

 Voices – 15-year-old from Azzun 

 Voices – 16-year-old from Azzun 

 Voices – Use of dogs 

 

More 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case summaries 
 

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-

Palestine collect sworn affidavits 

from Palestinian children in prison 

and upon their release. These 

affidavits are taken in Arabic and 

further reviewed by trained staff 

to determine appropriate follow 

up action. Each year, around 100 

of these affidavits are translated 

into English from which these brief 

case summaries are produced. 

Additional case summaries are 

available upon request. 

 

Voices from the Occupation  
 

Name:    Mohammad E. 

Date of incident: 6 June 2012   

Age:     16 

Location:   Shuweika village, West Bank 

Nature of incident:  Solitary confinement 

 

On 6 June 2012, a 16-year-old boy from Shuweika village, in the occupied West 

Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 4:00 am, and held in solitary confinement 

for 12 days in Al Jalame interrogation centre. 

 

Sixteen-year-old Mohammad was woken up at 4:00 

am by the sound of Israeli soldiers surrounding the 

family home. The family was ordered out of the 

house and ordered to present their ID cards. Once 

Mohammad was identified, his hands were tied 

behind his back with a single plastic tie and he was 

blindfolded. Mohammad was not informed why he 

was being arrested or where he was being taken. “A 

soldier pushed me hard inside one of the jeeps and 

forced me to sit on the metal floor,” recalls 

Mohammad. 

 

 

Mohammad was taken to a military base where he was asked some questions 

about his health while remaining tied. He asked to use the toilet but the soldiers 

refused to allow him to go. He was then transferred to Al Jalame interrogation 

centre, near Haifa, in Israel, in violation of article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention which prohibits such transfers. On arrival at Al Jalame Mohammad 

reports being strip searched before being taken to a windowless cell where the 

light was kept on 24 hours. “I spent 12 days in solitary confinement in Cell No. 

36,” says Mohammad. “I never saw anyone except the interrogator. I never 

knew whether it was night or day. I did not know what time it was. I did not 

even see the prison guard who brought me food; he slipped it through a flap in 

the door.” 

 

Mohammad reports being interrogated six times whilst at Al Jalame. “The 

interrogator would force me to sit in a small metal chair and he tied my hands 

and feet to the chair. It was really painful to sit in this position,” recalls 

Mohammad, who was questioned without the benefit of legal advice and 

without one of his parents being present, rights Israeli children are generally 

entitled to. “He kept shouting and pounding the table,” says Mohammad. “At 

first he accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails, which I denied.” 

On the third occasion the interrogator brought one of Mohammad‟s friends into 

the room who said he had confessed. “I then decided to confess so I could get 

myself out of the cell,” says Mohammad. “I confessed to throwing one Molotov 

cocktail at a military jeep but it missed. I also confessed to throwing stones three 

times.” After confessing, Mohammad was taken to a policeman who took his 

statement in Arabic.  

 

After twelve days in Al Jalame, Mohammad was transferred to Megiddo prison, 

also inside Israel. He was strip searched on arrival. 

 

  

http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_2_12_article_76_14_june_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_1_12_solitary_confinement.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_6-11_-_beit_ummar1.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_4_11_azzun_update_18_jan_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3-11_-_settler_violence_updated_19_jan_2011_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mahmoud-e-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mahmoud-o-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-leith-l-soldier-violencedetention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mohammad-j-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-ala-h-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mahmoud-s-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mohammad-h-detention-0
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-baha-m-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-khader-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-%E2%80%98ala-d-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-thaer-b-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-rasheed-detention-0
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-wadda-b-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-anas-d-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-rami-j-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-rasheed-j-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-rashad-s-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-abed-d-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-husam-s-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-ahmad-f-detention
http://www.dci-palestine.org/category/case-studies


      

 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial 

and juvenile justice standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum 

safeguard in the light of consistent reports of ill-treatment and torture, the following: 

1. Ensure that no child is interrogated in the absence of a lawyer of their choice and 

family member; 

2. Ensure that all interrogations of children are audio-visually recorded; 

3. Ensure that all evidence suspected of being obtained through ill-treatment or 

torture be rejected by the military courts;  

4. Ensure that all credible allegations of ill-treatment and torture be thoroughly and 

impartially investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought to 

justice. 
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Media Archive:   

 
 Haaretz 

 The Daily Beast 

 Sydney Morning Herald 

 The Independent 

 The Guardian 

 The Independent 

 The Jewish Chronicle 

 Channel 4 News 

 BBC News 

 The Independent 

 Time 

 BBC 

 AlJazeera 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 CNN 

 Haaretz 

 Haaretz 

 Aljazeera 

 BBC 

 Aljazeera 

 The Independent 

 The Australian 

 Haaretz 

 The Guardian 

 The Guardian 

 The New York Times 

 El Pais 

 The Independent 

 Irin 

More 

 

For information on Palestinian Child 

Prisoners read: Bound, Blindfolded 

and Convicted: Children held in 

military detention  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent reports 

 

 Children in military custody 

 Adalah, PHR, Mezan: On Torture 

 US State Department 

 B’Tselem: No Minor Matter 

 No Legal Frontiers: All Guilty! 

 Yesh Din: Alleged Investigation 

 ACRI: Minor A – An Nabi Saleh 

 UN Special Rapporteur 

 

For more information and to 

subscribe to this bulletin, please visit 

www.dci-palestine.org  

 

 

Children in military custody – New report by UK lawyers 

 
On 26 June 2012, a new report on children held in Israeli military detention 

was published in London. The report – Children in military custody – was 

produced by a delegation of nine UK lawyers including Baroness Scotland (a 

former Attorney General) and Sir Stephen Sedley (a retired Court of Appeal 

judge), following a visit to the region in September 2011.  

 

The findings of the Foreign Office funded report include breaches of the 

Fourth Geneva Convention and the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. The report makes 40 recommendations, including: 

 

 Arrests of children should not be carried out at night save for in extreme 

and unusual circumstances. 

 

 Children should never be blindfolded or hooded. 

 

 Single plastic ties should never be used to restrain children. 

 

 Children should not be transferred on the floor of military vehicles. 

 

 The prohibition on violent, threatening or coercive conduct towards 

children should be strictly observed. 

 

 Children should be accompanied by a parent during interrogation and 

all interrogations should be audio-visually recorded. 

 

 Children should not be made to sign confessions in a language other 

than their own. 

 

 Palestinian children should not be transferred or detained in facilities 

located inside Israel which violates article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18608900
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/bound-blindfolded-and-beaten-ndash-by-israeli-troops-1700194.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1906664-1,00.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8186905.stm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKuqGOiBQIE
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http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/un-receives-over-100-complaints-of-police-idf-abuse-of-west-bank-teenagers-this-year-1.309104
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/09/09/hancocks.me.children.chains.cnn?iref=allsearch
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/childcare-experts-condemn-police-treatment-of-palestinian-stone-throwers-1.328115
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/judge-remands-palestinian-teen-despite-suspicions-that-soldiers-beat-him-1.360944
http://english.aljazeera.net/indepth/opinion/2011/07/20117211922998201.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14189730
http://english.aljazeera.net/video/middleeast/2011/07/201171875513999850.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/how-israel-takes-its-revenge-on-boys-who-throw-stones-2344037.html
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/australian-stone-cold-justice
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/nearly-100-of-all-military-court-cases-in-west-bank-end-in-conviction-haaretz-learns-1.398369
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/22/palestinian-children-detained-jail-israel?intcmp=239
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/23/uk-concerns-israels-treatment-palestinian-children
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/19/world/middleeast/palestinians-trial-shines-light-on-justice-system.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2&hp
http://internacional.elpais.com/internacional/2012/03/20/actualidad/1332243081_662924.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israeli-military-accused-of-mistreating-children-7578188.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95161/ISRAEL-OPT-Helping-ex-detainee-children-cope-with-trauma
http://www.dci-palestine.org/category/news
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/new-dci-report-bound-blindfolded-and-convicted-children-held-military-detention-2012
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http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/new-dci-report-bound-blindfolded-and-convicted-children-held-military-detention-2012
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://adalah.org/eng/?mod=articles&ID=1800
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm?dynamic_load_id=186430#wrapper
http://www.btselem.org/download/201107_no_minor_matter_eng.pdf
http://nolegalfrontiers.org/en/reports/77-report-juvenile-court
http://www.yesh-din.org/userfiles/file/Reports-English/Alleged%20Investigation%20%5BEnglish%5D.pdf
http://www.acri.org.il/en/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Minors.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/un-report-highlights-abuse-palestinian-children-opt
http://www.dci-palestine.org/
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf

