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The month of December saw a 9.6 

percent increase in the number of 

children prosecuted in the Israeli military 

courts and imprisoned. This month saw a 

9.5 percent increase in the number of 

young children (12-15 years) detained. 

The monthly average of children held in 

military detention increased from 192 in 

2011 to 198 in 2012. 

 

In 2012, around 600 Palestinian children 

were arrested by the Israeli military.  DCI-

Palestine dealt with 144 total cases 

involving children arrested in 2012. Of 

these cases, DCI transferred a total of 22 

cases to other lawyers. Out of the 

remaining 122 children that DCI 

represented before the military courts, 

89 children (73 percent) where charged 

and 33 children (27 percent) were not 

prosecuted in the military court system. 

Of the 89 children who were charged, 

87 children (98 percent) were convicted 

including 17 children (19 percent) 

released on bail. Only 2 children (2.2 

percent) that faced charges were 

acquitted. 

 

2012 Year in review  

 

 

 

A new military order was issued during 

2012 that reduced the time within which 

children detained by the Israeli military 

must be brought before a military court 

judge following an arrest. Military Order 

1685 requires that children be brought 

before a judge within four days, rather 

than eight days as was previously 

required. However, the Israeli military 

continues to violate Palestinian child 

prisoners’ rights despite this and other 

changes to the Israeli military court, 

including Military Order 1676, which 

increased the age of majority from 16 to 

18 years old. 

 

There has been no change in the way 

Palestinian child prisoners are treated 

during the various phases of arrest, 

pretrial detention, interrogation and 

imprisonment. Physical and verbal 

abuse, solitary confinement, ill- 

treatment, threats, strip searches and 

detention inside Israel in violation of 

Article 76 continued to be used by the 

Israeli authorities and perpetrators have 

not been held accountable for the 

violations they commit.  

 

 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

DETENTION FIGURES 

 

195 children detained ( 9.6%) 

 

23 aged 12-15 ( 9.5%) 

 

0 children in Admin. Detention  

 

1 girl in detention  

 

 

 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 Electronic Intifada – Dutch 

charities spurn G4S cash over 

abuse of Palestinian children. 

 

 The Guardian – The Israeli 

documentary putting military 

rule in Palestine on trial 

 

 Electronic Intifada – Israeli 

prisons equipped by 

notorious security firm G4S 

hold Palestinian teens in 

solitary confinement 

 

 New Statesman – How G4S 

helps Israel break the 

Geneva Convention by Lisa 

Nandy MP 

 

 The Guardian letters – UK, 

Palestinian child prisoners 

and Israel 

 

 Breaking the Silence – A 

former soldier describes how 

his commander pointed his 

weapon at a 9-year-old boy 

who begged for his life 

 

 New CAABU report – No 

Security in Injustice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention: Jan 2008 – Dec 2012 

 

http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/new-military-order-comes-effect
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/new-military-order-comes-effect
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/military_order_1676.pdf
http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/adri-nieuwhof/dutch-charities-spurn-g4s-cash-over-abuse-palestinian-children
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/nov/12/law-in-these-parts-israel-palestine
http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/adri-nieuwhof/israeli-prisons-equipped-notorious-security-firm-g4s-hold-palestinian-teens
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/09/uk-palestinian-child-prisoners-israel
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/soldier%E2%80%99s-story-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%9Csome-hours-company-headquarters%E2%80%9D
http://caabu.org/Palestinian-detainees
http://caabu.org/Palestinian-detainees
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Each year approximately 500 - 700 Palestinian children, some as young as 12 

years, are detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system.  

The most common charge is for throwing stones. The overwhelming majority of 

these children are detained inside Israel in contravention of Article 76 of the 

Fourth Geneva Convention. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226 220 211 209 202 180 164 150 161 135 192 

2012 170 187 206 220 234 221 211 195 189 164 178 195 198 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45 37 38 38 40 34 35 30 33 19 36 

2012 26 24 31 33 39 35 34 30 28 21 21 23 29 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 3 3 0 0 0 3.8 

2010 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.5 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1.8 

2010 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1.6 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

12-15 year olds  

In December there was 

an increase in the number of young 

children (12-15 years) being 

prosecuted in Israeli military courts 

and receiving custodial sentences 

in prisons inside Israel. As at the end 

of December, there were 23 young 

children in detention, an increase 

of two children (9.5%) from the 

previous month. 

Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since Jan 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 
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Total  
According to the latest figures 

compiled by DCI from sources 

including the Israeli Prison Service 

(IPS) and Israeli army temporary 

detention facilities, there were 195 

Palestinian children (12-17 years) in 

Israeli detention at the end of 

December 2012. This represents an 

increase of 17 children (9.6%) from 

the previous month. 

 

December 2012 

IN FIGURES 
 

Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each 

month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Girls in detention  

There is currently one Palestinian girl 

being held in Israeli detention. The 

17-year-old girl from Hebron was 

arrested at a checkpoint on 26 July 

2012, after been found in possession 

of a knife and pepper spray which 

she is accused of using on a female 

soldier. 

 

Administrative detention  

There are currently no Palestinian 

children being held without charge 

or trial in Israeli administrative 

detention. DCI continues to 

recommend that no child should be 

the subject of administrative 

detention and Israeli military law 

should be amended to reflect this 

position. 

 

Number of Palestinian girls in Israeli detention at the end of each month since 

January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian children held in Israeli administrative detention at the end 

of each month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 
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Urgent Appeals 
 

 UA 3/12 – Children of the Sea 

 UA 2/12 – Forcible transfer 

 UA 1/12 – Solitary confinement 

 UA 6/11 – Children of BeitUmmar 

 UA 4/11 – Children of Azzun 

 UA 3/11 – Settler violence 

 

 

 

Voices from the Occupation 
 

 Suleiman K. - On 25 October 

2012, a 17-year-old boy from 

Nablus, in the occupied West 

Bank, is arrested by Israeli 

soldiers at 4:00 a.m. and held at 

Al Jalame interrogation centre 

in solitary confinement for 18 

days.  

 

 Adham D. - On 14 October 

2012, a 17-year-old boy from 

Nablus, in the occupied West 

Bank, is arrested by Israeli 

soldiers and transferred to Al 

Jalame interrogation centre, 

inside Israel, where he is held 

for 12 days in solitary 

confinement. 

 

 Mujahed S. - On 24 September 

2012, a 17-year-old boy from 

Beita village, in the occupied 

West Bank, is arrested by Israeli 

soldiers at a checkpoint at the 

entrance to his village and held 

in solitary confinement in 

Israel’s Al Jalame prison for 29 

days. 

 

More 

 

Case summaries 
 

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-

Palestine collect sworn affidavits 

from Palestinian children in prison 

and upon their release. These 

affidavits are taken in Arabic and 

further reviewed by trained staff 

to determine appropriate follow 

up action. Each year, around 100 

of these affidavits are translated 

into English from which these brief 

case summaries are produced.  

 

Voices from the Occupation  
 

Name:        Ahmad I.   
Date of incident: 9 December 2012 

Age:         17 

Location:       Qaryout, Nablus  

Nature of incident:  Detention  

 

On 9 December 2012, a 17-year-old boy from Qaryout, Nablus, was arrested by 

Israeli soldiers at 2:00 a.m., and accused of throwing stones, Molotov cocktails 

and setting tires on fire. 

 

“At around 2:00 a.m., I was sleeping in the same room as my 

21-year-old brother, Quteiba, when I woke up to noise 

outside in the yard,” says 17-year-old Ahmad. “I opened the 

window and saw soldiers storming my aunt’s house. 

Apparently stormed the wrong house because half an hour 

later, I saw around ten of them approaching our house and 

starting to bang on the door,” he adds.  

 

 

The soldiers had Ahmad’s family members gather in the living room and ordered 

him along with his 16-year-old brother, Mohammad, to sit away from the rest of 

the family. “Half an hour later, an intelligence officer arrived and ordered the 

soldiers to search the house,” recalls Ahmad. The intelligence officer then told 

Ahmad that he was under arrest and did not tell him why.  

 

“One and a half hours later, soldiers took me with them and did not allow me to 

change my clothes; I was in my pyjamas and slippers. They made me walk to the 

main street, not very far from our house, where six military jeeps were parked,” 

recalls Ahmad. “Upon arrival, a soldier pushed me against one of the jeeps and I 

hurt myself. He made me stand near the jeep and searched me,” he adds. 

Before being placed in a military truck, Ahmad’s hands were tied behind his 

back and his eyes were blindfolded.  

 

“Soldiers pushed me hard inside the truck and forced me to sit on the metal 

floor in a painful posture. I was surrounded by soldiers who were shouting loudly 

and making fun of me,” says Ahmad. Two hours later the truck arrived to a 

military camp where Ahmad was asked general health questions by a military 

doctor. “The doctor kept me tied and blindfolded and did not physically 

examine me.” 

 

After spending a number of hours at the military camp, Ahmad was taken to 

Huwwara interrogation and detention centre where he was strip searched upon 

arrival. Ahmad was then transported to Megiddo prison. “When I arrived a jailer 

from the Israel Prison Service took me to a room and strip searched me. He did 

that despite the fact that I had already been strip searched at Huwwara 

centre,” reports Ahmad. The transfer of Ahmad out of the West Bank violates 

Articles 49 and 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and makes his subsequent 

detention inside Israel unlawful. 

 

Ahmad was transferred to Salem interrogation and detention centre on two 

occasions for interrogation. Prior to questioning, Ahmad was not given an 

opportunity to consult with a lawyer and says he was not informed of his rights. 

The interrogator accused him of throwing stones, Molotov cocktails and of 

setting tires on fire but Ahmad denied the accusations. “He started shouting and 

pounding the table to intimidate me but I never confessed,” says Ahmad.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_12_gaza_fishermen_12_nov_20122.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_2_12_article_76_sep_24.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_july_12_edited.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_6-11_-_beit_ummar1.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_4_11_azzun_update_18_jan_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_11_settler_violence_15_oct_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-suleiman-k-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-adham-d-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mujahed-s-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/category/case-studies


       

 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial 

and juvenile justice standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum 

safeguard in the light of consistent reports of ill-treatment and torture, the following: 

1. Ensure that no child is interrogated in the absence of a lawyer of their choice and 

family member; 

2. Ensure that all interrogations of children are audio-visually recorded; 

3. Ensure that all evidence suspected of being obtained through ill-treatment or 

torture be rejected by the military courts;  

4. Ensure that all credible allegations of ill-treatment and torture be thoroughly and 

impartially investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought to 

justice. 
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Media Archive:   

 

 

 The Guardian – The Israeli 

documentary putting 

military rule in Palestine on 

trial 

 

 The Independent – Israel 

breaks silence over army 

abuses 

 

 Haaretz – Nearly 100% of all 

military court cases in West 

Bank end in conviction 

 

 The Australian – Stone cold 

justice 

 

 The Guardian – The 

Palestinian children – alone 

and bewildered – in Israel’s 

Al Jalame jail 

 

 
More 

 

 

 

For information on Palestinian Child 

Prisoners read: Bound, Blindfolded 

and Convicted: Children held in 

military detention  

 

 

 

Recent reports 

 

 WCLAC – Women’s Voices: 

Glimpses of life under occupation 

 

 Breaking the Silence – Soldiers’ 

Testimonies: Children and Youth 

 

 UK lawyers – Children in Military 

Custody 

 

 B’Tselem – No Minor Matter 

 

 PHR – Coerced false confessions 

 

  

 

 

Recent reports 

 

 Breaking the Silence – Soldiers’ 

Testimonies: Children and Youth 

 

 UK lawyers – Children in Military 

Custody 

 
 B’Tselem – No Minor Matter 

 
 PHR – Coerced false confessions 

 

 

 

 

Mistreatment issues raised… where is the accountability? 

 

“If detainees believe they have been mistreated, especially in 

the case of minors […] it’s very important that these people, or 

people representing them, come forward and raise these 

issues. The test of a democracy is how you treat people 

incarcerated, people in jails, and especially so with minors.” 

In an interview with The Guardian, Mark Regev 

Spokesman for the Israeli Prime Minister, Binyamin Netanyahu 

 

In 2012, DCI-Palestine has submitted eight complaints to the Israeli 

authorities on behalf of Palestinian children who allege they were 

mistreated while in detention. In all of these complaints, DCI-Palestine 

has requested that the complainant be, at all times, accompanied by 

a lawyer of his choice during the investigation process as stated in 

Article 14 of the Rights of Victims of Crimes Law (2001), a request that 

has only been met with a positive response once.  

 

The Israeli authorities have opened investigations in six of the 

complaints filed by DCI-Palestine while the status of the other two 

complaints remains unknown. DCI-Palestine has not yet received any 

response from the Israeli authorities with regards to the filed complaints 

and no further action has taken place by the Israeli Investigation 

Authorities.  

 

In conclusion, this year, as is generally the case with prior years, Israeli 

authorities have failed to take action that would hold perpetrators 

accountable or end the ill-treatment and abuse of Palestinian 

children. This failure will likely result in the continued ill-treatment and 

abuse of Palestinian children throughout the occupied territory.  
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http://www.dci-palestine.org/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/nov/12/law-in-these-parts-israel-palestine
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-breaks-silence-over-army-abuses-8081393.html
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/nearly-100-of-all-military-court-cases-in-west-bank-end-in-conviction-haaretz-learns-1.398369
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/australian-stone-cold-justice
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/22/palestinian-children-detained-jail-israel
http://www.dci-palestine.org/category/news
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/Glimpses%20of%20Life%20Under%20Occupation%20October%202012.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Children_and_Youth_Soldiers_Testimonies_2005_2011_Eng.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://www.btselem.org/download/201107_no_minor_matter_eng.pdf
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PageID=116&ItemID=1323
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Children_and_Youth_Soldiers_Testimonies_2005_2011_Eng.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://www.btselem.org/download/201107_no_minor_matter_eng.pdf
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PageID=116&ItemID=1323
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/22/palestinian-children-detained-jail-israel
http://www.dci-palestine.org/content/accountability

