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Summary 
 

 Since the latest escalation of armed conflict in Derna on 15 May, health sector sources report that 

at least six civilians have been killed and 14 injured, including one child.  

 

 Some 300 to 500 families have reportedly been displaced from Al Fatayih area (east of Derna 

city), to Derna city as a result of the renewed conflict.  

 

 Since mid-April, conflict has intensified in Derna following statements of an imminent large-scale 

offensive by the Libyan National Army (LNA). As fighting appears to be intensifying and 

approaches populated areas protection of civilians concerns are significant. People are reportedly 

able to enter and exit the city. 

 

 Humanitarian access to Derna is severely limited and humanitarian supplies are awaiting approval 

to enter. The most urgent needs are in the health sector. If closures remain, humanitarian needs 

will increase. 

 

 
 
Background 
 

The tightened encirclement and closure of Derna, imposed by the Libyan National Army (LNA), has 

been ongoing since July 2017. Periodic escalations of armed conflict occur, as witnessed since mid-April 
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when the LNA announced it would start a large-scale offensive against armed groups in Derna. On 14 

April, the LNA started to make advances towards Ain Mara in western Derna. Since that time, airstrikes, 

shelling, artillery fire and fighting between armed forces has been ongoing. 

 

The main areas of clashes have been Al Hila (south of Derna city), al Fatayih (east of Derna city), and 

Saida Khadija, Ain Mara in the west and Dhar Al Hamr to the south-west, encircling Derna city from all 

sides. However until 15 May, fighting was contained to areas with few civilians. This resulted in one 

civilian death on 8 May and temporary small-scale displacement (30 households) earlier in May, as well 

as livelihoods damages. Multiple casualties occurred among armed forces. 

 

As the escalation of armed conflict intensified on 15 May, there are unconfirmed reports of six civilian 

deaths, including one child, and 14 injured, as well as at least 47 casualties among armed forces. Damage 

to civilian homes as a result of airstrikes is also reported. The armed conflict is reportedly approaching 

the populated areas and Derna city itself, particularly from the south.  

 

Some 300 to 500 households are reported as displaced from Al Fatayih area and have moved closer 

towards Derna city. More displacement is anticipated towards the city and inside Derna city if the clashes 

were to move to inside populated areas. It is anticipated that many people would not attempt to leave 

Derna city due to security concerns and for economic reasons. People have, on several occasions since 

mid-April, received messages to leave and avoid the areas of ongoing clashes. 

 

It is reported that people are able to enter and exit Derna, but checkpoints and roadblocks are in place. In 

previous escalations, such as in October 2017, residential areas were hit and civilian casualties occurred. 

Delays in the evacuation of casualties; delays at checkpoints for urgent medical referrals; attacks on 

medical personnel and facilities and general movement restrictions have also been reported in the past, 

hampering people’s access to basic services, markets outside of Derna and financial services. 

 

 

Humanitarian Overview 
 

Civilians in Derna continue to face difficulties accessing cash and black market prices for basic 

commodities are beyond the means of many.  While Derna has seen restrictions on movement into the 

city and disruptions of supplies to varying degrees over the past three years, the current situation 

exacerbates the impact on the city’s civilian population. 

  

The main humanitarian needs continue to be: medicine and medical supplies (to manage casualties from 

conflict and the chronic medical needs); access to cash; fuel to ensure the continued functioning of 

critical installations, such as hospitals and water installations, spare parts for the desalination plant, and 

food items. At least 100,0001 people are deemed to be affected by the current situation. 

 

Prior to the latest escalation, humanitarian actors continued to provide urgent medical supplies and other 

items to support the health facilities in and around Derna, including supplies to deal with casualty 

situations, when allowed entry. It is reported that the health facilities in Derna have difficulty coping with 

the ongoing situation. Medical facilities outside of Derna (Al Quba, Tobruk, Tokra, and Benghazi, among 

others) are on a higher state of alertness to receive casualties.  

 

On 21 March UNICEF distributed educational supplies to Derna and surrounding areas via its partner the 

Libyan Red Crescent Society (LRCS) (400 recreational kits (benefiting 36,000 girls and boys), 630 

                                                 
1 Population estimates for Derna based on data provided by Bureau of Census and Statistics, Libya. 
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school-in-a-box kits, 25,194 school bags (benefiting 25,194 students), 65 ECD kits (benefiting 3,816 

children). On 17 April, 1,000 hygiene kits were also distributed by UNICEF/LRCS in Derna.  

 

Only a very limited number of actors currently have access to Derna, mostly through the local authorities 

or the LRCS. All planned humanitarian deliveries are currently awaiting approval to enter Derna, 

including medicine and medical supplies to deal with trauma and war injuries. 

 

Those humanitarian actors with access have put in place preparedness measures to support in case an 

escalation should take place. Pre-positioned supplies include medicine and medical items, food and non-

food items and further emergency education supplies. But their rapid and unimpeded entry will be 

fundamental. 

 

 

Humanitarian actors reiterate their call on all parties to:  
 

 Meet their obligations under international humanitarian and human rights law and ensure 

civilians’ freedom of movement and facilitate the safe exit of those civilians wishing to leave 

Derna  

 Respect international humanitarian law (IHL), and accordingly to take all feasible precautions 

during the conduct of hostilities to protect civilians from the effects of attacks and, to the extent 

feasible, to avoid locating military objectives within or near densely populated areas. 

 Armed actors must at all times distinguish between military objectives and civilians and civilian 

objects.  Direct attacks on civilians and indiscriminate attacks are prohibited under IHL. 

 Allow access of humanitarian assistance intended for civilians in need, lift restrictions on the 

movement of humanitarian relief personnel and civilians in need of urgent assistance, and grant 

humanitarian organizations unimpeded access to Derna.  

 Ensure the safety and sanctity of health infrastructure and health human resources as enshrined in 

successive World Health Assembly Resolutions. 

 

OCHA will continue to monitor the situation in consultation with humanitarian partners on the ground. 

Further updates will be issued should the situation require. 
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