
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECLARATION OF AN EMERGENCY ON FOOD SECURITY IN 
LESOTHO 

 

 

BY 

 

 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE  

MOTSOAHAE THOMAS THABANE, MP 

PRIME MINISTER 

 



Fellow Countrymen and Friends 

 

As you will recall, Lesotho has experienced declining levels of food 
production from2005/06 to 2008/09. The level of production peaked in 
2009/20010 and then started to decline in 2010/11 due to the devastating 
heavy rains that destroyed infrastructure, crops and housing. 

This year’s cropping season was characterized, among others, by late 
onset of rains, insufficient rains and early frost. All of these occurrences 
resulted in low yield per acre and an increase in fallow land. The overall 
effect of these factors is a very high prevalence of Food Insecurity. 

Crop forecasting that was conducted by the Bureau of Statistics indicates 
that production has decreased by 77 percent from that of last year to 
16,788 metric tones which comprises only 20 percent of the national food 
requirements. The Vulnerability Assessment that was conducted by the 
Disaster Management Authority (DMA) concluded that an estimated 
725,519 people will need humanitarian assistance this year, 2012/2013. 
Both of these assessments confirm a food crisis for 2012/2013 cropping 
season. 

In the circumstances, it is worth noting that it is the women, the HIV 
infected, the orphans and the children under the age of five years who 
suffer the most. The situation is likely to worsen if some safety nets are not 
put in place urgently. 

In the circumstances, I am obliged to declare a food crisis situation in 
Lesotho, and to call our Development Partners and all the friends of 
Lesotho to assist us to address and redress the situation. In doing so, I 
wish to reiterate the Government resolve to break the vicious circle of 
hunger and poverty. 

In order to address the current food insecurity, the Government has 
devised some strategies to address the national food security in future 

 



• To implement the National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) in 
which agriculture is one on the key strategies.  
 

• To improve agricultural productivity and food security through 
maximum use of arable land, subsidized inputs and promotion of 
drought resistant crops. 
 

• To scale up conservation farming and homestead farming/ gardening; 
 

• To promote nutrition services to both expectant women and mothers 
of infants and young children. 

In conclusion, let me reiterate Government determination to reduce the 
food crisis situation. In this regard, it is vitally important for me to point out 
that Government views this declaration of food crisis and appeal for 
assistance as a short term measure to alleviate famine among our 
vulnerable socio-economic groups. As indicated above, Government 
requires increased assistance from its Development Partners and friends in 
order to translate into action, plans for addressing the food insecurity 
situation in the country. In the meantime, we will continue to revitalize 
agriculture so that we can attain food security for our nation in the medium 
to long term. 

 

 

 

KHOTSO!  PULA!  NALA! 

 


