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Brief: COVID-19 
No. 56 (25 June 2020) 

Key Messages: UPDATED 
• People confirmed to have COVID-19: 30,175 (as of 2pm, 25 June. Source: Afghanistan Ministry of Public Health - MoPH) 
• Deaths from COVID-19: 675 
• Samples tested: 68,626 

 
Key concerns: Border crossing areas, in-country testing capacity, protective equipment for frontline 
workers, commodity prices, messaging and rumour management, international air services 
 

Situation Overview: UPDATED 
MoPH data shows that 30,175 people across all 34 provinces in Afghanistan are now confirmed to have COVID-
19. Some 10,174 people have recovered, and 675 people have died (18 of whom are healthcare workers). 68,626 
people out of the population of 37.6 million have been tested. Afghanistan has a test-positivity-rate (positive 
tests as a percentage of total tests) of more than 43 per cent. Almost five per cent of the total confirmed COVID-
19 cases are among healthcare staff. The majority of the deaths were people between the ages of 40 and 69. Men in 
this age group represent more than 54 per cent of all COVID-19-related deaths. With a fragile health system, a developing 
economy and underlying vulnerabilities, the people of Afghanistan are facing extreme consequences from the COVID-
19 pandemic. Due to limited public health resources and testing capacity, confirmed cases of and deaths from COVID-
19 are likely under reported overall in Afghanistan. Cases are expected to continue to increase over the weeks ahead 
as community transmission escalates, creating grave implications for Afghanistan’s economy and people’s well-being. 
Kabul remains the most affected part of the country in terms of confirmed cases, followed by Hirat, Balkh, Nangarhar 
and Kandahar.  
 
Hospitals report challenges maintaining or expanding their facilities’ capacity to treat patients with COVID-19. These 
challenges are related to supply of personal protective equipment (PPE), testing, staffing and medical supplies; 
maintaining or expanding facility capacity; and financial concerns. Humanitarian partners urge the Government of 
Afghanistan to ensure healthcare staff have adequate personal protection and to share distribution plans for existing 
medical equipment and PPE with humanitarian partners.  
 
As the country battles COVID-19, people in the east and north are also feeling the impacts of flooding. On 23 June, 
heavy rain triggered localised flash floods in east Afghanistan (particularly Kunar, Laghman and Nangarhar provinces), 
that have resulted in casualties and material damage. Based on initial assessments, approximately 100 families are 
expected to be impacted. Although there are currently sufficient humanitarian supplies available to respond to the 
situation, partners are encouraged to replenish stocks ahead of the COVID-19 peak. 
 

 
                                                  Source: MoPH 
 
 
 

https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
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Response Activities: UPDATED 
Humanitarians have rapidly scaled-up services to support the Government’s response to the pandemic, reaching millions 
of people with life-saving assistance for new and existing needs. For a detailed update of all Cluster response activities 
in Afghanistan please see the latest Operational Situation Report.  
 
Key cumulative COVID-19 response figures include:  
• Health Cluster partners’ surveillance system has traced 502,343 people since the start of the crisis. 
• More than 1.9 million people have been reached with WASH assistance since the start of the crisis. 
• 419,615 people across 13 provinces have been reached by ES-NFI partners with awareness raising sessions on the 

prevention of COVID-19 since the start of the crisis. 
• Protection partners have reached 172,106 men, women, boys and girls across 20 provinces with  psychosocial 

support services.  
• 47,116 children have been reached with home-based learning materials across 11 provinces since the start of the 

crisis. 
• 43,431 community members have been reached with COVID-19 awareness raising sessions by Nutrition partners. 
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 COVID-19 has exacerbated the historical neglect of dignified mental health care, especially for those in 
institutions - OHCHR (23 June 2020) 

 
GENEVA - The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed decades of neglect and underinvestment in mental health care, an independent 
UN expert said on 23 June, calling for the ultimate elimination of closed psychiatric institutions where the impact has been more 
severe. 

"COVID-19 forces us to rethink now more than ever mental health care and to integrate human rights to move away from the paradigm of 
forcibly confining persons with disabilities in psychiatric institutions," said Dainius Pūras, the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to health.  

The spread of the virus, distancing and isolation, economic and social downturns, unemployment, and increase in domestic and other types 
of violence have fuelled mental distress, anxiety and fear, Pūras said. "These are exacerbated by massive attacks of disinformation, fake 
news, and conspiracy theories around the virus' origin, statistics and future immunisation."   

The combination of school closures and lockdown conditions have a particular impact on children's stress, anxiety and mental health issues, 
the expert said. "This is especially worrying given the overall lack of recognition and awareness of the nature and scale of mental health 
problems among adolescents in many countries."   

The Special Rapporteur said COVID-19 mental health impact has been more severe for people in institutions. Closed settings have become 
hotspots for the virus. Persons with disabilities in psychiatric institutions, older persons in care homes and people in detention are more 
vulnerable to contagion for the confinement they live in for prolonged periods of time. They have also experienced the highest rates of infection 
and mortality from COVID-19 worldwide. 

"When mental health care measures are taken, they tend to follow the status quo and reinforce historical gaps, relying in the biomedical 
model, excessive pathologisation and overuse of psychotropic medications," Pūras said.  "Mental health care for persons with intellectual, 
cognitive and psychosocial disabilities has further relied on coercion, leading to discrimination, social exclusion and isolation.   

The Special Rapporteur said the main obstacle to realise the right to mental health during COVID-19 times and beyond is the huge power 
asymmetries in mental health care and the biased use of knowledge and evidence. "Investments in status quo coercive measures and 
overused biomedical interventions must stop and be redirected to integrated mental health services in primary and general health care, to 
evidence-based psychosocial interventions and training of community health workers," Pūras said.   

States, international organisations and other stakeholders must make concerted efforts to radically reduce the use of institutionalisation in 
mental health-care settings, with a view to eliminating institutional care and replacing it with quality care in the community.  

Puras praised the most recent Resolution of the 43th session of the Human Rights Council on Mental Health and Human Rights and called 
on States to seriously and entirely implement its recommendations, including to fully integrate a human rights perspective into mental health 
and community services, to promote a paradigm shift in mental health, and to abandon all practices and treatments that fail to respect the 
rights, autonomy, will and preferences of all persons on an equal basis with others.   

"States have an obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the right to mental health, to guarantee access to rights-based treatment, care and 
support, and to ensure that individuals can exercise their right to decline treatment," the expert said. 

 

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/operational_sitrep_covid-19_24_june_2020.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25988&LangID=E
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/G20/070/61/PDF/G2007061.pdf?OpenElement
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• As part of WFP’s regular programming, approximately 4.3 million people were reached with food assistance between 
5 March and 17 June.0 F

* 
 
Cross Border: UPDATED  
The Milak crossing (Nimroz) is officially open to commercial traffic and documented Afghanistan nationals. The Islam 
Qala-Dogharoon land border crossings (Hirat) remain open on both sides for documented travellers and commercial 
traffic. According to the Border Monitoring Team of the Directorate of Refugees and Repatriation (DoRR), a total of 
11,708 Afghanistan nationals returned from Iran through the Milak and Islam Qala border crossing sites between 14 and 
20 June 2020, a 23 per cent decrease from the previous week (15,215). 3,290 people returned voluntarily and 8,418 
were deported. IOM provided post-arrival humanitarian assistance to 1,620 (14 per cent) of all undocumented 
Afghanistan nationals returning from Iran at its transit centres in Hirat and Nimroz during the past week. IOM is 
highlighting the significant increase in deportations of Afghanistan nationals from Iran in recent weeks which follows  
increased cross border movement to Iran following the reopening of the country’s economy on 27 April. 
 
Despite the official announcement by the Government of Pakistan on 16 May that Spin Boldak and Torkham border 
crossings would be open to facilitate return of stranded nationals of Afghanistan and Pakistan to their respective 
countries, Spin Boldak crossing point has been closed to pedestrian movement since 6 June. At Torkham border, 25 
undocumented Afghans, including 19 deportees, returned between 14 and 20 June. On 20 June, the Government of 
Pakistan announced that it will also open Ghulam Khan border crossing on Saturdays to facilitate pedestrian movement, 
effective 22 June. 
 
Pakistan continues to facilitate the movement of cargo trucks and containers into Afghanistan. On 16 May, the 
Government of Pakistan announced that the Torkham and Spin Boldak crossing points would open six days a week 
(except for Saturday) for commercial purposes. An unlimited number of trucks are being allowed to pass per day. 
Similarly, responding to the Government of Afghanistan’s request, Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed on 20 
June that Pakistan would open a third border crossing at Ghulam Khan to facilitate trade between the two countries. 
Ghulam Khan border crossing opened for trade on 22 June and will remain open six days per week (Sunday to Friday).  
 
Borders with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan remain open only for commercial traffic and crossings of passport 
holders back into Afghanistan. 
 
Humanitarians emphasise the critical importance of maintaining a reliable flow of traffic for humanitarian cargo from all 
neighbouring countries and are advocating for special consideration to expedite humanitarian food and relief items 
through border crossings.  
 
Operational Issues: UPDATED  

The Government of Afghanistan announced on 6 June that it was extending the nationwide lockdown for three more 
months, issuing new health guidelines for citizens to follow. According to the latest measures, people must: wear a face 
mask in public places at all times; maintain a 2-metre physical distance; avoid gatherings of more than 10 people; disinfect 
all workplaces; and ensure older people stay at home. The Government has extended the closure of schools for three 
more months. Additionally, all hotels, parks, sports complexes and other public places will remain closed for three months; 
certain public transport facilities, such as buses carrying more than four passengers, will not be allowed to travel. All 
government offices have reopened with public servants attending in two shifts and on alternate days. According to 
reports, while lockdown measures are in place, enforcement has been uneven.  
 
Measures to contain the spread of the virus continue to differ across provinces where local authorities are responsible 
for implementation. While provincial lockdown arrangements continue to impede humanitarian movement, over the last 
few weeks the situation has significantly improved, with fewer obstructions reported. Humanitarian partners remain active 
in responding to crises throughout the country, including flooding and conflict-related displacement, and continue to urge 
the Government to employ a national approach to these movement issues so that individual negotiations are not required 
on a case-by-case basis. For additional information on access constraints, please see the C-19 Access Impediment 
Report. 
 
On 24 June, the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority announced that commercial domestic flights are expected to resume 
in the coming weeks. Kam Air has announced that it plans to resume domestic flight operations starting on 1 July. On 20 
June, the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) announced that it will adjust the frequency of regular 
domestic flight days from five to four days a week, due to low passenger demand in recent weeks. UNHAS will no longer 
                                                      
 
* The tonnage of weekly food dispatched fluctuates regularly based on programme needs, use of commercial transporters versus WFP’s own fleet, 
capacities to distribute in the field and other factors. Weekly figures are regularly consolidated and analysed as part of WFP’s overall rolling 
implementation plan that ranges from two to four months. 

http://mofa.gov.pk/press-release-308/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_humanitarian_access_snapshot_may_20200618.pdf
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conduct regular domestic flights on Mondays; however, all locations will be served during the week. UNHAS will adjust 
the schedule based on user demand. UNHAS will continue to support any required evacuation and relocation flights 
during all days of the week.  
 
International commercial air travel resumed on 24 June with a Turkish Airlines flight taking off from Kabul to Istanbul, 
according to the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority. In order to prevent the spread of COVID-19, Turkish Airlines will 
limit its schedule to four flights a week. Similarly, Emirates Airlines is expected to resume service today, 25 June. 
Passengers are encouraged to check with airlines on flight restrictions as well as travel and immigration entry 
requirements of their destination country. The local aviation companies Ariana Airlines and Kam Air have also resumed 
their international flights, according to the Afghanistan Civil Aviation Authority. 
 
The UNHAS airbridge connecting Kabul and Doha continues to operate on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Flights 
into Doha accommodate transiting passengers only. This service is planned to continue until the end of September 2020, 
or until regular commercial international flights consistently resume. The next flight is planned for Sunday, 28 June. 
 
More Information – Links: UPDATED  
WHO  
• WHO’s latest information on COVID-19 
• WHO COVID-19 Global Dashboard 
• COVID-19 Partners Platform 
• Criteria for releasing COVID-19 patients from isolation 
• IOC joins forces with WHO and the UN to fight COVID-19 
 
Government of Afghanistan: 
• Ministry of Public Health: COVID-19 Dashboard 
 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee  
• IASC-endorsed COVID-19 guidance – new materials 

available 
• Addressing Mental Health and Psychosocial Aspects of 

COVID-19 Outbreak (available in English, Dari, Pashto) 
 
UN and others 
• UN: Global Humanitarian Response Plan: COVID-19 (April – 

December 2020) – GHRP May Update 
• Relief Web: COVID-19 Response Page 
• OCHA: Asia Pacific COVID-19 - Humanitarian Data Portal 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 Revision) 
• OCHA: Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan 2018-2021 

(June 2020 update) - Infographic 
• UN: Ending violence against women - ‘men and boys — I am 

talking to you’, says UN Deputy Chief 
• UN: Corporations invest to ‘recover better’ from COVID-19 
• UN: COVID and the Rule of Law 
• OHCHR: COVID-19 has exacerbated the historical neglect of 

dignified mental health care, especially for those in 
institutions 

• UNHCR: Resolving displacement critical for regional, 
international stability 

• Statement of support by 171 UN Member States, Non-
Member Observer States, and Observers to the UN 
Secretary-General's appeal for a global ceasefire amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

• GISF: Health Workers at Risk 
• IOM, OCHA +7 more: Inter-Agency Statement on Violence 

against Women and Girls in the Context of COVID-19 
• UNDP: Beyond Recovery – Towards 2030 
• GFDRR, World Bank: Learning from multi-hazard early 

warning systems to respond to pandemics 
• UN Women: Integrating gender considerations in the 

response to COVID-19 
• UN Women: Tech giants partner with UN Women to provide 

life-saving information to survivors of domestic violence  
• UN Women: Impact of COVID-19 on Women’s Civil Society 

Organizations 
• Oxfam: Why care work needs to be at the centre of a post-

COVID-19 feminist future 
• Global Shelter Cluster: COVID-19 and Shelter 
• UNEP: COVID-19 Waste management Factsheet 
• IRC: COVID-19 Testing and Cases Among Women in Conflict 

Settings May be Underreported, New IRC Analysis Finds 
• ECA +4 more: Call for Smooth Transit and Transport 

Facilitation to and from Landlocked Developing Countries 
• IRC: IRC calls for support to mitigate the spread amongst 

vulnerable Pakistanis and Afghan refugees 
• Cordaid: “We have to protect ourselves.” defending women’s 

rights in Afghanistan under lockdown 
• WFP: Weekly Market Price Bulletin (Afghanistan) 
• OCHA: Weekly Humanitarian Update (Afghanistan) 
• OCHA: COVID-19 Multi-Sectoral Response Operational 

Situation Report (Afghanistan) 
 
 For further information, please contact: 

Dr. David Lai, Health Cluster Coordinator, Health Emergencies Programme, WHO, laidavid@who.int, Tel. (+93) 
078 176 4906 (for Technical Expertise) 
Dr. Dauod Altaf, Team Lead, WHO Health Emergency, WHO, altafm@who.int, Tel. (+93) 078 220 0342 (for 
Technical Expertise) 
Danielle Parry, Head of Strategy and Coordination, OCHA, parryd@un.org 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid-19-response.org/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/scientific-brief-criteria-releasing-covid-19-patients-isolation-17-june-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/ioc-joins-forces-who-and-united-nations-fight-covid-19
https://moph-dw.gov.af/dhis-web-dashboard/#/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-04/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Dari%29.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-05/IASC%20Interim%20Briefing%20Note%20on%20COVID-19%20Outbreak%20Readiness%20and%20Response%20Operations%20-%20MHPSS%20%28Pashto%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-may-update-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-humanitarian-response-plan-covid-19-april-december-2020-ghrp-may-update-0
https://reliefweb.int/topics/covid-19
https://interactive.unocha.org/data/ap-covid19-portal/
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-revision
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-2021-june-2020-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/first-person-ending-violence-against-women-men-and-boys-i-am-talking-you-says-un-deputy
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/first-person-ending-violence-against-women-men-and-boys-i-am-talking-you-says-un-deputy
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/never-waste-crisis-corporations-invest-%E2%80%98recover-better%E2%80%99-covid-19
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/covid-and-rule-law-dangerous-balancing-act
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-has-exacerbated-historical-neglect-dignified-mental-health-care-especially
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-has-exacerbated-historical-neglect-dignified-mental-health-care-especially
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-has-exacerbated-historical-neglect-dignified-mental-health-care-especially
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/resolving-displacement-critical-regional-international-stability-un-refugee-chief
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/resolving-displacement-critical-regional-international-stability-un-refugee-chief
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/statement-support-171-un-member-states-non-member-observer-states-and-observers-un
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/statement-support-171-un-member-states-non-member-observer-states-and-observers-un
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/statement-support-171-un-member-states-non-member-observer-states-and-observers-un
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/statement-support-171-un-member-states-non-member-observer-states-and-observers-un
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/health-workers-risk-added-challenges-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inter-agency-statement-violence-against-women-and-girls-context-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inter-agency-statement-violence-against-women-and-girls-context-covid-19
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/beyond-recovery-towards-2030
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/learning-multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-respond-pandemics
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/learning-multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-respond-pandemics
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/ianwge-compendium-integrating-gender-considerations-response-covid-19-key-messages-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/ianwge-compendium-integrating-gender-considerations-response-covid-19-key-messages-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/tech-giants-partner-un-women-provide-life-saving-information-survivors-domestic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/tech-giants-partner-un-women-provide-life-saving-information-survivors-domestic
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/rapid-assessment-impact-covid-19-women-s-civil-society-organizations
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/rapid-assessment-impact-covid-19-women-s-civil-society-organizations
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/care-time-coronavirus-why-care-work-needs-be-centre-post-covid-19-feminist-future
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/care-time-coronavirus-why-care-work-needs-be-centre-post-covid-19-feminist-future
https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/covid-19-and-shelter
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-waste-management-factsheet
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-testing-and-cases-among-women-conflict-settings-may-be-underreported-new-irc
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/covid-19-testing-and-cases-among-women-conflict-settings-may-be-underreported-new-irc
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/joint-un-call-smooth-transit-and-transport-facilitation-and-landlocked-developing
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/joint-un-call-smooth-transit-and-transport-facilitation-and-landlocked-developing
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/covid-cases-pakistan-surpass-180000-irc-calls-support-mitigate-spread-amongst
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/covid-cases-pakistan-surpass-180000-irc-calls-support-mitigate-spread-amongst
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/we-have-protect-ourselves-defending-women-s-rights-afghanistan-under-lockdown
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/we-have-protect-ourselves-defending-women-s-rights-afghanistan-under-lockdown
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-countrywide-weekly-market-price-bulletin-issue-6-covering-3rd-week
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-weekly-humanitarian-update-15-june-21-june-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-covid-19-multi-sectoral-response-operational-situation-report-24-june
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-covid-19-multi-sectoral-response-operational-situation-report-24-june
mailto:laidavid@who.int
mailto:altafm@who.int

	Key Messages: UPDATED
	Situation Overview: UPDATED
	More Information – Links: UPDATED

