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CHILD PROTECTION AOR FLOOD RESPONSE GUIDELINES  

  
Overview  
Children are amongst the most vulnerable during times of disasters and emergencies. During disasters such as  
flooding, children face a heightened risk of dangers and injuries, displacement, family separation, psychosocial 
distress, disease and death. Regular support structures and daily routines important for children’s wellbeing and 
feeling of safety and control are majorly disrupted, and parents and caregivers can also experience psychosocial 
distress, leading to children facing heightened risks of violence and lack of care in their homes. As households 
attempt to recover from a disaster, negative coping strategies can be engaged such as child sexual exploitation and 
trafficking, child labour and child marriage. In addition, child protection systems are also often weakened, requiring 
support to provide case management services for children identified at risk.  
The overall objective of the Child Protection Sector response is to help the humanitarian community to complement 
preparedness and response efforts undertaken In Yemen and to ensure an immediate child protection responses to 
the affected children through the establishment of safe service hubs and implementation of psychosocial support 
services . The response plan further addresses continuous learning and safe learning environments at home when 
children are not attending schools and preschools due to COVID-19.  
 
 
Preparedness and Response  
 
1. Provide immediate child protection responses to all the affected children through the establishment of safe, 
temporary service hubs and implementation of of psychosocial support where needed.  
2. Provide parents, caregivers, faith leaders, community members, children and adolescents with psychosocial 
support, information about COVID-19 and how to identify and support children showing signs of distress, and where 
and how to access support and services.  
3. Adapt existing protocols and/or referral pathways (case management) to ensure alternative care for situations 
where children lost parental care as a result of COVID-19 and equip frontline workers to respond through referral 
care.  
4. Adapt existing reporting and referral mechanisms for child protection and equip frontline workers to respond to 
children affected by abuse and violence including neglect and GBV  
5. Conduct training (direct/remote as required) for staff on mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) and/or 
Psychological First Aid and child safeguarding training for health workers and messaging for children and caregivers 
to ensure protection.  
6. Children will be provided with safe, child-friendly hygiene, and life-skills promotion activities before and during 
outbreaks, including the development of posters and infographics, targeting the most affected communities  
7. Strengthen the social service workforce to ensure high quality and increased reach of case management systems 
for the most vulnerable women and children  
8. Develop and promote messages to children and families that mitigate risk and prevent harmful practices and flood 
risks 
9. Create an evidence-based to systematically respond and monitor the work across the sector.  
 
Overall planned targeted population (detailed information about targeted populations will be provided once the 
impact of a disaster is confirmed)  
Planned  Men (≥18)  Women (≥18)  Boys (<18)  Girls (<18)  Total  
Floods      
 
Several international studies have indicated that children with disabilities face heightened levels of risk and 
vulnerability both during and after a disaster. Protection concerns related to the multiple layers of discrimination 
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due to gender inequality, social exclusion, stigma and social attitude can hinder children women and girls’ access to 
protection during emergencies. The Child Protection will ensure inclusion of children with disabilities during 
emergency response, through offering must be considered a core component of principled and effective 
humanitarian action.  
Further, the overall Child Protection Cluster is mandated to support child protection actors in the prevention and 
response to violence against children including GBV providing specialized services and prevention activities. The 
cluster will focus on the response priorities that will ensure the emergency needs of children and their family. The 
cluster will coordinate with other humanitarian sectors ensuring that needs of children are properly considered and 
taken into consideration in their responses.  and adapt The Global guidelines on Child Protection during a pandemic 
and the Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action and follow the international standards to 
ensure the quality within the programming of Child-Friendly Space (CFS) and Psychosocial Support.  
 
Child Protection Sub-Cluster partners through local coordination mechanisms will focus in rapid assessment to 
collect information on children need in flood situation and to create linkages with the Community-Based Child 
Protection Committees and child protection/ other cluster actors. This level of preparedness will facilitate referrals 
of children rescued during a disaster as well as provide an opportunity to orientate rescue teams about the needs of 
children, particularly children with disabilities, during evacuations and disaster responses.  
 
 
Annex Hubs preparedness and response plan when they will be ready.  
 
 
 


