
 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with the COVID-19 Task force. It covers the period from 1 to 
15 October 2020. The next report will be issued on 30 October 2020. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Between 1 and 14 October, the Cameroonian Ministry of Health 
recorded 406 new confirmed COVID-19 cases, bringing the 
total number to 21,203, including 423 deaths and 20,117 
recoveries. An overall of 863 healthcare workers have been 
infected, including 20 deaths.  
 

• Rapid diagnostic tests continue to expand in the ten regions of 
the country with an average 2,098 tests performed daily. 

 

• Seven months after the construction of eight treatment centers 
over the country to manage COVID-19 cases, three makeshift 
hospitals are being dismantled in Yaoundé, Douala and Limbe. 

 

• Lack of facemasks, handwashing stations and sufficient 
physical distancing in schools in the North-West and South-
West regions of Cameroon may expose students to COVID-19 
contamination in the opening of the school year with the highest 
rate of attendance since 2017.  
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

As of 7 October, WHO reported 440,440 Rapid Diagnostic Tests (RDT) conducted in Cameroon in the last 210 days, including 
7,048 positive samples. According to the organization, 2,098 RDT are performed daily in average country wide, with 
continuous expansion of RTD and PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) testing capacities in the ten regions. Fifteen laboratories 
are operational country wide for RDT whereas for PCR tests the South region needs to send the samples to the Centre region 
for analysis and results. Regarding the humanitarian staff, the United Nations clinic in Cameroon reported 104 cumulative 
cases among the UN personnel, dependents and NGO partners, including seven active cases – none of them severe – as of 
7 October 2020. The COVID-19 center in the clinic is operational and facilitates PCR testing for UN and other humanitarian 
staff since 3 September to ensure timely response activities in the field.  
 

Credit: UNICEF 
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As the number of COVID-19 infection cases declines, the Government of Cameroon dismantled three makeshift hospitals in 
Douala’s Mbappe Leppe stadium (Littoral region), in Limbe Middle Farms stadium (South-West region)  and in Yaoundé Ngoa-
Ekellé stadium (Centre region), among the eight COVID-19 treatment centers constructed to give an adequate and timely 
response in all the regions. Center and Littoral regions remain the most affected by the pandemic with the highest number of 
new positive cases among the population as well as medical staff.  
 
The main objective of the 2020/2021 school year was to encourage children to resume classes over the country, amidst 
COVID-19 crisis. In a report published in August 2019, UNICEF revealed that 80 per cent of schools had closed in the North-
West and South-West regions since the beginning of the crisis, preventing over 3,000 students to attend classes. According 
to the Governor of the North-West region in an interview given on 7 October 2020, both the North-West and South-West 
regions have recorded the highest rate of school attendance since 2017. This auspicious reopening of schools was however 
hampered by the neglect of prevention measures: Children were admitted in classrooms without masks and schools do not 
have handwashing devices. UNICEF donated handwashing stations for schools in the North-West and South-West regions 
to support the Government’s “Back to School campaign without COVID-19”. Yet regional delegations for education in these 
areas face financial hardship to transport the material to various localities where schools have reopened 

INTER-AGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

Cameroon HRP COVID 2020 

US$ 81.7 million requested 

US$ 38.6 million funded 

Funding by sector 

(in million US$) 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind 
contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

INFECTION, PREVENTION AND CONTROL (IPC) 

Needs 

• Reinforcement of hygiene in sensitive public places like schools and screening/treatment centers with WASH kits and 
sensitization boards. 

Response: 

• On 1 and 2 October 2020, the regional delegation of public health of the West region donated handwashing stations and 
personal protective equipment to reinforce the prevention in maternity wards of three health facilities in Bafoussam 
regional hospital, Kongso medical center and Dschang district hospital.  

• International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies held on 8 October 2020 an open webinar on home 
care and isolation in the context of COVID-19. 

• WHO, with the support of Agence Française pour le Développement (AFD) supported the Ministry of Health with the 
organization of five training workshops on COVID-19 community-based surveillance, contact tracing, rapid response and 
investigation, as well as data management, from 16 to 30 September 2020 in Douala. This training targeted 345 actors of 
the COVID-19 response in the nine most affected health districts of the city. 

mailto:fts@un.org


Cameroon: COVID-19 Emergency Situation Report No. 09 | 3 
 

 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

Gaps and constraints: 

• Insufficient/lack of WASH infrastructure (water points, latrines, etc.) in schools and screening/treatment centers. 
 

RISK COMMUNICATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (RCCE) 

Needs 

• Production of COVID-19 communication materials for people living with disabilities, especially the visually and hearing 
impaired. 

Response: 

• International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) published on 
5 October 2020, the report of its Coronavirus Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices (KAP) 
survey administered to internally displaced persons and host populations in the Maya-
Sava and Mayo Tsanaga divisions, Far-North region. According to the report, 71 per 
cent of respondents know that COVID-19 is a very dangerous disease, yet only 45 per 
cent believe they could contract it. 

• As of 5 October, IFRC and other RCCE partners reached 5,650,000 teachers, students 
and parents through awareness campaigns on local community radio for a school year 
without COVID-19 and approximately over 1,740,000 school personnel have been 
sensitized by WHO and the Ministry of Health on compliance with barrier measures and 
handwashing through interactive programs on community radio stations in the Center, 
East, Littoral, North and West regions. 

Gaps and constraints: 

• Reinforce awareness activities in communities and remote areas where people believe children cannot be infected with 
the virus. 

 

POINTS OF ENTRY (POE); OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AND LOGISTICS 

At country-level, 3,926 people out of 5,926 passengers from air and land transport means were screened with rapid diagnostic 
tests at POE by health sector partners between 1 to 7 October 2020, with zero positive cases. 

 

Comparison of latest screening figures of migration flow at land and air points of entry. 
 

Time period Total number of Passengers Number of passengers tested Positive cases 

From 1 to 7 October 5,926 3,926 0 

From 17 to 23 September 4,423 1,429 0 

 

 

Response: 

• The Far North Regional Delegation of Public Health started setting up eight tents donated by the Government of Sweden 
as a contribution to the COVID-19 response. Six tents have already been installed so far in the region despite bad weather 
conditions and insufficient or adequate space. 

• The medical logistics manager deployed by WFP has begun training of health staff in the Littoral region on the use of 
mobile tents and medical stores from the Swedish donation. These training sessions will extend to health personnel in 
the Far North and East regional delegations of Public Health. 
 

64% 
IDPs and host communities in the 
Far-North region heard of COVID-19 
through an NGO/community-based 
organization. 
 
Source:  
IFRC, COVID-19 KAP Survey, (July 
2020) 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

• The reopening of land borders between Cameroon and Chad at the Kousseri/ N’Djamena cross point remains a collective 
concern for humanitarian staff. The closure of this crossing point keeps humanitarian staff enclaved in Kousseri now that 
the UNHAS flight has resumed operations between Yaoundé and N’Djamena.  

 

SOCIO ECONOMIC AND HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT 

Needs: 

• Farmers, retailers and entrepreneurs, who represent a large segment of the vulnerable population, need to be financially 
supported in the economic recovery process post-COVID-19. 

Response: 

• On 12 October, UNHCR and WFP released a report on the assessment of the socio-economic effects of COVID-19 on 
the food security and livelihoods of Central African refugees in the East region of Cameroon. The assessment was 
conducted from 6 to 22 May 2020 and revealed that if the restrictive measures due to COVID-19 became more severe, 
61 per cent of the refugees planned to defy government bans to carry out their agricultural and economic activities, instead 
of dying of hunger. 

• On 5 October the Minister of Small and Medium Enterprises, Social Economy and Handicrafts of Cameroon launched the 
special post-COVID-9 economic recovery fund for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs). An envelope of two 
billion CFA Francs will be distributed to SMEs promoters and craftsmen in the ten regions of the country to alleviate the 
socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. This support intends to finance two activities: direct support for SMEs 
with high potential disaster (1.5 billion CFA Francs) and support for craftsmen, cooperative societies that 
manufacture homemade face masks and hydro-alcoholic gels (500 million CFA Francs).  

Gaps and constraints: 

• Transparent management of the government’s financial support to businesses and enterprises to recover from the COVID-
19 economic hardship will be required. 

For further information, please contact:  
Marie Bibiane Mouangue, Public information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org, Tel: +237 698 107 714 
For more information, please visit https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon/covid-19  

mailto:bibiane.mouangue@un.org
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