
 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with the COVID-19 Task force. It covers the period from 15 to 
30 September 2020. The next report will be issued on 15 October 2020. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• From 15 to 29 September 2020, the Ministry of Health 
(MoH) has recorded 553 new cases countrywide, 643 
recoveries and 4 deaths. The case-fatality rate is 2% 
as of 29 September 2020. 
 

• WFP has announced the reopening of flights to 
N'Djamena from 5 October 2020. 

 

• OCHA in collaboration with partners started the 
distribution of 400,000 surgical masks funded by 
CERF to local and international NGOs and health 
partners involved in COVID-19 response in the Far-
North region. 

 

• Eight cases of cholera cases including one death 
have been reported in the South-West region and 
one case in the South region on 20 September, amid 
COVID-19 emergency.  
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

As of the end of September, the Ministry of Health (MoH) has confirmed in the country 20,712 cases, 19,440 recoveries and 
852 cases identified among health workers. A total of 418 deaths have been recorded. Overall, men are more affected than 
women (M/F sex ratio: 1.4), and the 30-39 age group is the most affected. Cameroon remains the ninth most affected country 
in Africa regarding number of cases compared to total population and the African country with the highest recovery rate (94 
percent). 
 

“My work focuses on supporting the Incident Management System of the Mifi Health 
district in West region to control and mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Strengthening 
the technical and operational capacity of this district to effectively control COVID-19 
with some emphasis on vulnerable communities hosting internally displaced persons 
from the North-West and South-West regions”. 
 
Frankline Sevidzem is an epidemiologist working for COVID-19 Response/OCHA. He 
is training laboratory technicians on COVID-19 testing, surveillance and response. 
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To facilitate humanitarian intervention between Ndjamena and Cameroon, flights to N'Djamena (Chad) will resume as of 5 
October 2020 in Cameroon. The respect of the sanitary protocol has already been addressed by UNHAS. Unfortunately, the 
border between Chad and Cameroon remains closed at the N’Djamena-Kousseri crossing point. Advocacy by the United 
Nations continues in both countries and at the global level for the reopening of the Cameroon/Chad land borders which would 
be essential for humanitarian staff enclaved in Kousseri. 
 
The Prime Minister, Head of Government, chaired on 24 September 2020, a meeting with all government actors in the sector 
of education. This consultation was devoted to the evaluation of the impact of COVID-19 on the start of the school and 
university year 2020-2021. The main issue was the control of student enrolment. In this light, the number of students per 
classroom has been limited to a maximum of fifty, including two students per bench, based on a three-level system: 

• Full-time classes for schools with enough physical space to maintain social distancing. 

• Half-time groups, with some groups from 7:30 am to 12:30 pm and the others from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm to allow 
social distancing in schools without enough physical space. 

• Distance learning to avoid discontinuing learning days for the alternating periods when groups cannot be present in 
school.  

As a result of the measures taken under the government's response strategy against COVID-19 to suspend and impose 
physical distancing and preventive hygiene measures, no cases of student deaths due to the disease have been recorded 
during the 2019-2020 school year. 
 

Gaps & constraints 

• Most parents have raised concerns that they are not yet ready for the resuming of school due to the lack of financial 
income, blaming the Coronavirus. 

• Rumors regarding PCR tests becoming for pay in the coming weeks are circulating across the country. Payment of PCR 
test would jeopardize the various screening campaigns being conducted by the Government and its health partners in the 
communities. Pricing PCR tests may also worsen attendance to hospitals, especially by the most vulnerable.  

 

 INTER-AGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

Cameroon HRP COVID 2020 

US$ 81.7 million requested 

US$ 38.6 million funded 

Funding by sector 

(in million US$) 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind 
contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

INFECTION, PREVENTION AND CONTROL (IPC) 

• OCHA started the distribution of 400,000 surgical masks funded by CERF to local and international NGOs and health 
partners involved in COVID-19 response in the Far-North region. 

mailto:fts@un.org
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• The regional delegation of public health of the Center region and WHO are conducting a joint supervision mission for 
Infection, Prevention and Control (IPC) scorecard assessments of the level of implementation of the response strategy to 
COVID-19 in rural District Hospitals (DH) and Regional Hospitals (RH) after the training of over 180 health personnel on 
the use of this tool:  

• Solidarités Internationale (SI) installed seventy-nine handwashing devices and donated seventy-one hygiene and 
sanitation kits in seventy-one health centers in the Djoungolo Health District in Yaoundé, in Centre region from 1 July to 
29 September 2020. SI also donated an important health kit to the District Hospital and the border health post of Garoua-
Boulaï in the East region. 

RISK COMMUNICATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (RCCE) 

Dissemination of radio messages through local and mass media to encourage participation to ongoing voluntary testing 
campaigns and compliance to respect barrier measures is the main activity of the RCCE strategy. However, RCCE actors 
involved in the response to COVID-19 through awareness raising have agreed that the strategy needed to be revised to be 
adapted to the realities in each region of Cameroon, especially in remote or crisis-affected areas where adherence to 
prevention measures is decreasing.  

Based on reports on Knowledge-Attitudes-Practices (KAP) surveys and data collection conducted between July and August 
2020 in the ten regions of the country, micro response plans were developed for each region. UNICEF has received funds to 
support the North-West and South-West regional micro-plans to intensify social mobilization on barrier measures, as well as 
sensitization in families in these crisis-affected regions.  

 

Needs 

• Production of COVID-19 communication materials for people living with disabilities, especially the visually and hearing 
impaired. 

 

Response: 

• UNICEF supported the 2020-2021 Back to School campaign through the production of 55,000 posters and 50,000 flyers 
in English and French. These communication materials focus on the prevention of COVID-19 in schools. 

• The Minister for the Promotion of Women and the Family and UNFPA proceeded to the launch on 22 September 2020, 
of an awareness campaign on the prevention of COVID-19 targeting "Bayam Sellam" (saleswomen) in the markets of 
Douala and Yaoundé. The campaign aims to reach about 15,000 women. 

• 40 volunteers of the Cameroon Red Cross used sound tricycles to conduct open-air awareness campaigns on COVID-19 
in Bafoussam. 

• WHO supported the production of care booklets on the home-based follow-up of COVID-19-positive patients for immediate 
family and/or friends who are caregivers.  
 

Gaps and constraints: 

• Engaging RCCE actors whereas the perception of the end of COVID-19 in Cameroon is gradually rising in the 
communities. 

 

POINTS OF ENTRY (POE); OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AND LOGISTICS 

At country-level, 1,429 people out of 4,423 passengers from air and land transport means were screened with rapid diagnostic 
tests at POE by health sector partners from 17 to 23 September 2020, with zero positive cases. 

The security situation related to the crisis in the North-West and the South-West regions is negatively impacting WFP 
deliveries. To decongest the WFP office in Douala and continue to provide timely assistance to people in need in North-West 
and the South-West regions, WFP is planning to install a warehouse in Bafoussam, in the West region. An assessment 
mission to identify a location and evaluate the material and financial needs has been announced. 
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Needs: 

• Health workers in the Centre, East, Far-North, Littoral, South West and West regions have requested training prior to 
using the thirty-six tents donated by the Swedish government. 

 

Response: 

• On 25 August, IOM conducted a participatory mapping exercise on the nature and types of migration flows at the East 
region entry points. This mapping exercise targeted eleven POE out of the sixty-six identified as of 20 May 2020 in the 
country. As a result, seven POE in the East region have been identified to receive a package of PPE and other COVID-
19 preventive health items.  

• IOM will conduct a mission in Garoua-Boulaï (East region) from 7 to 9 October 2020 to strengthen coordination and 
partnerships among stakeholders in Cameroon for a more effective and streamlined COVID-19 response at POE. It will 
allow greater sharing of ideas, best practices, lessons learned and will ease collaboration between partners to achieve 
greater results. 

• WFP deployed a medical logistic Officer to the regional public health delegations of the Centre, East, Far-North, Littoral, 
South-West and West regions, to facilitate the training of health personnel in the use of the thirty-six mobile tents and 
medical stores donated by the Swedish government since August 2020. The medical logistic Officer has a period of six 
months in Cameroon to train health personnel in all the delegations mentioned. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Insufficient funding prevents the POE mapping exercise to be carried out in other regions such as the North and the Far-
North.  

 

SOCIO ECONOMIC AND HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT 

Needs: 

• Reinforce awareness in households that the pandemic is not over yet. 

• Re-evaluate response strategies in health districts to adapt to the local realities. 

 
Response: 

Coordination 

A coordination meeting was chaired by the regional delegate of Public Health of the West region among WHO, OCHA and 
district medical staffs at the Conference Hall of the Bafoussam regional hospital on 29 September 2020. This meeting served 
as a framework for a second evaluation of COVID-19 decentralized response activities as per the activated Incident 
management systems of the twenty health districts in the region. 

Infrastructure support 

UNHCR is currently supporting the construction with sustainable materials of COVID-19 isolation and care centers in the 
district hospitals of Batouri, Garoua Boulaï, Meiganga, Djohong and Touboro in the East Region. The overall level of 
progress of the constructions is estimated at 50 percent.  

 

Gasps and constraints: 

• The construction sites for the COVID-19 isolation and care centers supported by UNHCR have been temporarily 
interrupted due to the lack of materials and late payments to suppliers and workers. 

For further information, please contact:  
Marie Bibiane Mouangue, Public information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org, Tel: +237 698 107 714 
For more information, please visit https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon/covid-19  

mailto:bibiane.mouangue@un.org
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon/covid-19

