
 
Camp Disinfection and Decommissioning Considerations during times of COVID-19 

Conflict affected populations in Iraq, particularly IDPs and refugees in and out of camps and recent returnees, are already faced with 

public health risks associated with diseases outbreaks. The situation is currently exacerbated by specific vulnerabilities and challenges 

related to COVID-19, putting more strains on the IDPs, returnees and refugees, and services provided to support them. Due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, health and safety standards through all activities need to be raised to mitigate the risks for infection spread in 

construction activities. As conflict-affected populations residing in camps begin to return, clusters need to start considering how to 

implement camp decommissioning measures in a safe and organized manner that considers the importance of COVID-19 safety 

procedures, while also adhering to existing camp decommissioning technical guidelines prepared by the cluster. This document is an 

addendum to the WASH Cluster Technical Guide for Camp Disinfection and Decommissioning in Iraq document to provide COVID-19 

specific guidance. 

 

List of Publications 
1. WASH Cluster Technical Guide for Camp Disinfection and Decommissioning – Iraq 

2. Shelter Cluster Construction Site Safety Protocol for COVID-19 Contexts 

 

Preventative Health and Hygiene Practices 
Through all associated activities with camp decommissioning, including stakeholder and host community engagement, site mapping 

and inspection, and disinfection and cleaning of infrastructure, existing COVID-19 preventative health and hygiene practices must be 

followed. These include the following: 

 Physical distancing – maintain a minimum distance of 1 meter from all other people at all times, no physical contact (hugging, 

kissing, hand shaking) 

 Respiratory hygiene – cover coughing or sneezing with tissue or bent elbow 

 Hand hygiene – avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth and clean hands frequently with soap or alcohol based hand sanitizer  

 Cleaning and disinfection – clean and disinfect all regularly touched surfaces frequently (i.e. tools for construction, door 

handles, washrooms, tables, chairs, etc.) 

 

Use of Personal Protective Equipment 
On top of existing guidelines for PPE use in construction and decommissioning materials, COVID-19 specific PPE should be used at all 

times in construction sites. This includes wearing of appropriate masks, either surgical or cloth masks. All masks should include at least 

3 layers, with an inner layer of absorbent material (i.e. cotton), a middle layer of non-woven material (i.e. polypropylene) and an outer 

layer of non-absorbent material (i.e. polyester or polyester blend). Disposal of face masks and single-use gloves must be disposed of 

properly in trash receptacles immediately after single use. Re-usable face masks should be thoroughly cleaned with laundry detergent 

and then 0.05% chlorine solution after use and not be shared with any other person. All other reusable PPE (boots, rubber gloves, face 

shields, etc.) should also be regularly washed and disinfected with 0.05% chlorine solution when removing after completion of an 

activity. Hands should be washed before putting on a face mask and after removing the mask. Training should be conducted prior to 

the start of decommissioning with all laborers to ensure they fully understand the importance of PPE for maintaining a safe work 

environment under COVID-19 and its proper use and disposal. 

 

Site Safety and Security Measures 
In order to ensure that all staff, workers, beneficiaries and other visitors to the site remain safe, necessary precautions should be put 

in place. This includes installation of hand cleaning stations throughout the work area with either soap and running chlorinated water 

or an alcohol-based hand sanitizer for frequent use by all staff. Each morning, there should be temperature screening of all people 

entering the camp decommissioning area, and any person with a fever above 37,5o or displaying COVID-19 symptoms should not 

report to work. In collaboration with Camp Management, a focal person responsible for COVID-19 should be identified to ensure that 

all personnel on site are adhering to measures. Partners should refer to existing guidance for more details on COVID-19 site safety. 

The use of a checklist1 may be considered, to make sure all safety precautions are followed. 

                                                           
1 https://www.sheltercluster.org/iraq/documents/construction-site-safety-protocol-checklist-english, also available in Arabic and Kurdish 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/document/wash-cluster-iraq-camp-decommissioning-guidelinereviewed-2019
https://www.sheltercluster.org/iraq/documents/construction-site-safety-protocol-covid-19-contexts
https://www.sheltercluster.org/iraq/documents/construction-site-safety-protocol-checklist-english

