
 

 

 

 
The 2021 edition of International Women's Day 
was organized in Chad under the theme: "Civic 
engagement of women: a driving force for 
sustainable development". This theme is 
broken down into 5 sub-themes:  

1. The challenge and opportunity of women's 
empowerment and political participation;  

2. Chadian women in the face of prejudices: 
awareness-raising strategies for a change 
in behaviour and mentalities; 

3. Women and citizenship: an example from 
the fight against COVID-19; 

4.  Legal instruments to combat gender-
based violence (women's rights, child 
marriage and FGM) 

5. The role of women in the maintenance of 

peace and peaceful coexistence during an 

election period. 

Concern has chosen to frame this edition 
under the sub-theme: the Chadian woman 
facing prejudice: awareness strategies for a 
change in behaviour and mentality. 
 
To mark this Day, awareness sessions were 
organized in Concern's premises in Goz-Beida 
and Bagasola as well as in the villages of 
Koutoufou (Sila) and Kalia (Lac).
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IWD/SENAFET : A HISTORY 

The origin of the International Women's Day 
(IWD) is rooted in the workers' struggles and 
the numerous demonstrations of women 
demanding the right to vote, better working 
conditions and equality between men and 
women.  

Since 1977, the United Nations and the rest of 
the world have commemorated International 
Women's Day every March 8, with the aim of 
drawing public attention to the need to grant 
more rights and respect the rights acquired by 
women.  

In Chad, the celebration of International 
Women's Rights Day was authorized in 1990. In 
2002, a National Chadian Women's Week 
(SENAFET) was established which is 
commemorated from March 1 to 7 of each year. 
SENAFET is "a period of reflection and 
analysis of the contribution of women to the 
development of Chad" (Decree 02-186 2002-
04-16 PR / MASF). 

Family photo of Concern staff in Goz Beida. Photo: Ngartibe 
Mouekem, Concern Worldwide, Goz Beida, March 2021 

Family photo of part of Concern's staff in Bagasola.  Photo: 
Jean Marie, Concern Worldwide, March 2021 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The commitments made in March 2020 were followed up. A great evolution has been noted. As 
shown below. 

 
 The green color indicates 
the commitments made and the 
new commitments made by the 
participants; 
 The yellow color indicates 
the commitments whose 
achievement has been weighed 
down by unexpected obstacles; 
 The pink color indicates 
commitments that have not been 
fulfilled. 
 
 

 
  

Monitoring of commitments. Photo: Ngartibe Mouekem, Concern 
Worldwide, Goz Beida, March 2021 

At the Concern office, on March 05, 2021, discussions focused on:  

 The importance of the roles and responsibilities of women in rural development; 
 The strategies to be put in place to help our communities to better involve women in 

rural development initiatives 
 Behavior and mentality change approaches to be implemented within the Concern team 

Through these actions (discussions, 
reflection and monitoring of 
commitments), Concern Chad tries to 
promote within itself the culture of 
promoting gender and equality. 

Discussion on the theme of IWD/SENAFET. Photo: Ngartibe Mouekem, Concern Worldwide, Goz Beida, March 2021 

Fadéné Pazaré, Health-Nutrition-Gender Assistant. Photo: 
Ali Moustapha, Concern Worldwide, Goz Beida, February 2021 
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In the village of Koutoufou, on March 4, 2021, an awareness campaign was conducted by 

volunteers from care groups (all of whom are women), members of the Association of Parents 

of Students (APE) and Mothers of Students (AME) of the Koutoufou school and the members of 

the Koutoufou Health Center 

Management Committee 

(COGES). Also present at this 

meeting were all the leaders 

of the said village, the teams 

from the health center and 

the director of the Koutoufou 

school. The facilitation of 

exchanges was ensured by 

the canton chief (a high 

customary authority), the 

school director, the 

president of the Koutoufou 

school management 

committee, the head of the 

health center and a care 

group volunteer.  

On the side of the administrative authorities, the Provincial Delegate for Social Action, members 

of the organizing committee for the National Chadian Women's Week (SENAFET) in the province 

of Sila (including their president), also took part in these exchanges.  

The various speakers took turns addressing the following questions: 

- The role and importance of women in community development; 

- The prejudices endured by women ; 

- The strategies for behaviour and mentality change. 

For the Representative of the Head of Canton of Wadi Habile 1, Mr. Hassan YOUNOUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the Director of the Koutoufou School, the village experiences enormous difficulties 

in educating girls: "Parents tend to marry girls when they reach puberty".   

A woman is not someone to be underestimated, she 
is the strength of a home, of a village and why not 
the strength of a man? According to him, without the 
presence of women in rural development, there will 
not be good development. Finally, he affirms:  
"I am personally committed to sensitizing men to 
involve women in all rural development activities" 

View of participants in the awareness campaign in Koutoufou. Photo: Baba Lassou, 
Concern Worldwide, Province of Sila; March 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

In the province of Lac, on March 

9, 2021, discussions focused on 

the daily life of women in the 

village of Kalia. During these 

discussions, particular emphasis 

was placed on the emancipation 

of women and the ways and 

means to achieve it. On the same 

day, at Concern's premises, staff 

had an internal discussion about 

the role of women in the 

development process. At the end 

of the debate, they pledged to 

work for the promotion of 

equality and gender within the 

team.  

Internal and external exchanges, particularly with communities and customary and 

administrative authorities, made it possible to identify the following recommendations: 

View of participants in the awareness campaign in Kalia. Photo: Aicha Ousman, 
Concern Worldwide, Province du Lac, March 2021 

1. Continue to sensitize the community on the benefits of involving women in rural 

development, 

2. Continuously sensitize men and women on the consequences of cultural social prejudices, 

3. Continue to support the women's delegation for future events on gender-based violence and 

women’s empowerment, 

4. Continue to monitor changes in the commitments made by each Concern Chad agent. 

« The Koutoufou Health Center has a high delivery rate 
precisely because there is a midwife who helps 
pregnant women give birth. This midwife started out as 
a young girl who went to school. It was at the end of her 
studies that the daughter she was, became the midwife 
who helps our community so much now » 

Our  
donors 

 

For more information, contact us : Concern Worldwide 
Chad, Address : Rue 3242, Porte 0230, Klemat, N’Djamena, 

Chad. Email : Chad.admin@concern.net 

Approaching the question in the same direction, the Provincial Delegate for Social Action 
indicates that: “Men must value the efforts, roles and responsibilities of women within their 
community and they must encourage the education of girls to help the community commit 
resolutely to a process of sustainable development” 

The head of the Koutoufou Health Center, Abdelhamid Adoum, focused his intervention on the 

role and responsibility of women in society. He relied on the following example: 
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