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Communication is Aid 

 

 Community Engagement (Communications, Accountability, Community Participation and  
                                                     Common Service Partnerships)    

Needs: 

 Communities have less access to radio, TV, internet and even print media in most affected areas in Quirino, 
Nueva Vizcaya, Aurora, Apayao and Kalinga.  

 Aside from rubber boats for search and rescue, affected local government units and communities greatly need 
tarpaulins for emergency shelter and food, and access to life-saving information. 

 
Response: 
 

 SkyEye, a local private expert group on the use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) drone, deployed its team in 
the affected areas of Pampanga, Bulacan and Nueva Ecija to conduct series of aerial assessments. Results 
will be shared to the CoP and the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC).  

 First Response Radio-Far East Broadcasting Company (FRR-FEBC) will set up emergency radio facility either 
in Nueva Ecija or Aurora by Tuesday (20 October) and will start the humanitarian radio broadcast to support 
local government units, affected local media and communities in the provision of information as aid and two-
way communication platform to consider the feedback of the affected population. 

 Rappler’s Project Agos mobilized its digital humanitarian volunteers and partner networks to help the Office of 
Civil Defense (OCD) and other responders to gather and verify crowdsourced information. It has set up, in 
partnership with the Ateneo’s Bayanihan, 24-hour satellite operations center at the OCD command center in 
Camp Aguinaldo. It also released consolidated information via social media reports on the search, rescue and 
relief aid needed by the affected communities. For details, please view this link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/by8de8ezaccay2h/%23LandoPH%20Rescue-
Relief%20Requests%20from%20Social%20Media%20-%20Sheet.pdf?dl=0 

 The CoP activated its assessment/monitoring/evaluation/accountability sub-group for possible deployment of 
various members to conduct the Rapid Information Communication Accountability Assessment (RICAA) in 
support to the affected local government units. For details, please view this link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fpfh5j64fnt51cm/Rapid%20Information%2C%20Communication%20and%20Accou
ntability%20Assessment%20%28RICAA%29.pdf?dl=0 

 World Vision and Care will send assessment team in Aurora, Nueva Ecija and Pangasinan tomorrow. IFRC is 
currently conducting series of assessments in Bayombong, Nueva Ecija and Tugeugarao, Cagayan. 

 IOM has pre-positioned another emergency radio in a suitcase for possible deployment and has set up 
additional humanitarian radio programming in other areas to complement local media capacity as well as 
initiative of the FRR-FEBC.  UNFPA also pre-positioned 10, 000 solar radios for the affected women.  

 NASSA/Caritas has utilized its local Radyo Veritas network and Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) to support its Rapid Assessment Team (RAT) and get feedback from the affected communities. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
 

 Communications and powerlines are still down in the municipalities of Dinalungan, Casiguran and Dilasag in 
Aurora province. 

 Road sections in Apayao, Benguet, Ifugao, Mt. Province and Kalinga remain non-passable due to landslide; in 
the same way road sections on Quirino, Cagayan, Isabela, Aurora and Nueva Ecija are also non-passable due 
to massive flooding. 
 

For additional information and queries, please contact: 
 
Gil Francis Arevalo, Community Engagement Officer, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA), arevalog@un.org, +63917 
515 3539 
 
Antonio Miguel Almario, Community Engagement Officer, International Organization for Migration (IOM), malmario@iom.int, +63 920 919 2580  
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