
 

 

Annex C: Principles for international support (non-humanitarian) to local areas 
of stability in Somalia  
 
i. Access: The security situation must allow development partners access to identify the 

support needed, provide it, and monitor and evaluate implementation. Communities 
should recognise their responsibilities in providing security to implementing partners.  

ii. Ownership: Local communities should determine priority interventions, and play a role 
in implementation and oversight.  By responding to local needs, this should increase the 
incentive for stability.  Initiatives should also align with developing national frameworks.   

iii. Representation and legitimacy: Local representatives must commit to an aim of 
becoming representative of citizenry in a given area, also by striving to be able to deliver 
services, including human security.  

iv. Transparency and accountability: Resources provided to local areas should be used 
and accounted for in a transparent manner. The costs of local stability work should be 
shared with local people, with community agreement and oversight of revenue use.  

v. Inclusion and rights: Traditionally marginalised groups (particularly women and 
minorities) should be included in decision-making.  Representation should also consider 
local power dynamics.  

vi. Conflict sensitivity: When supporting new areas with the potential for local legitimacy 
but lacking widespread recognition in Somalia, the principle of “do no harm” is critical. 
Political economy and conflict analysis must be a pre-condition for new interventions. 

vii. Reconciliation and peacebuilding: Local representatives should commit to peaceful 
resolution of local tensions and disputes with all parties to the conflict in Somalia. 
International actors should encourage and facilitate cooperation between sub-national 
entities, their neighbours, and relevant federal ministries.  

viii. Flexibility: Interventions should be based on in-depth understanding of local 
circumstances, and tailored to context. An incremental approach to support should be 
used wherein, rather than waiting for ideal circumstances, the level of assistance 
provided is matched to risk, capacity, and context.  

ix. Integration: Each area will require a differentiated approach that integrates political, 
security, and development elements. Humanitarian aid should continue to be provided 
based solely on need, but issues around protection and the resettlement of refugees, 
internally displaced persons, and host communities should be considered.  

x. The role of a central authority: Local representatives should acknowledge and support 
constitutional norms and promote respect for existing legal frameworks and central 
institutions.  

xi. Partnerships: Interventions should build and strengthen strategic partnerships between 
local institutions, civil society, the private sector, and between different Somali areas.  

xii. Sustainability: Support should be provided in a way which meets immediate needs, but 
allows the continuation of benefits over time. Building the capacity of local people and 
institutions to engage with political processes, deliver services, and address threats will 
be critical. New initiatives should learn from and build on existing work and analysis. 

xiii. Coordination: Support provided to local areas of stability by various international 
partners should be given in a coordinated and coherent manner, promoting collaboration 
where possible.  
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