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KEY FIGURES (as of September 2021)

SITUATION OVERVIEW
The humanitarian situation in Cameroon is characterized by three complex 
emergencies namely the conflict in the Far North region, violence in the 
North-West and South-West regions and the presence of over 315,000 
refugees from the Central African Republic (CAR) in the eastern regions 
(East, Adamawa and North). Humanitarian needs are compounded by 
structural development weaknesses and chronic vulnerabilities that 
further challenge the long-term recovery of affected people. The 
socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has led to a 
deterioration of the well-being of the people living in Cameroon. 

Despite efforts deployed, the severity of humanitarian needs in Cameroon 

keeps growing due to the prolonged crises, insecurity and displacement, 
the impact of COVID-19, and climate change-related effects such as floods 
and droughts, which have eroded the remaining household resilience. As a 
result, in 2021, 4.4 million people need humanitarian assistance. The 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2021 targets 3 million people in need 
of urgent assistance and requires US$ 362 million to provide sustainable 
support to people in need. 

As of 30 September 2021, almost 2 million people were displaced within 
Cameroon, either as internally displaced persons (IDPs), refugees or 
returnees. Cameroon was hosting over 460,000 refugees and asylum 
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Multiple Field clusters (shared) $14.1M- -
Not specified $23.7M- -

$73MFood Security $24.7M $48.3M 34%

$26MNutrition $4.3M $21.7M 17%

$15.5MHealth $5.8M $9.7M 37%

$50.5MProtection $9.0M $41.5M 18%

$22.4MWASH $0.8M $21.6M 4%

Shelter and Non-Food Items $1.9M$16.3M $14.4M 12%
Education $3.0M$21.4M $18.4M 14%

$13.3MCoordination $7.2M $6.1M 54%
$7.3MEarly Recovery $0.7M $6.6M 10%

$115.7MRefugee Response $10.1M $105.6M 9%
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Response monitoring

The humanitarian situation in Cameroon is characterized by three complex 
emergencies namely the conflict in the Far North region, violence in the 
North-West and South-West regions and the presence of over 315,000 
refugees from the Central African Republic (CAR) in the eastern regions 
(East, Adamawa and North). Humanitarian needs are compounded by 
structural development weaknesses and chronic vulnerabilities that 
further challenge the long-term recovery of affected people. The 
socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has led to a 
deterioration of the well-being of the people living in Cameroon. 

Despite efforts deployed, the severity of humanitarian needs in Cameroon 

keeps growing due to the prolonged crises, insecurity and displacement, 
the impact of COVID-19, and climate change-related effects such as floods 
and droughts, which have eroded the remaining household resilience. As a 
result, in 2021, 4.4 million people need humanitarian assistance. The 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2021 targets 3 million people in need 
of urgent assistance and requires US$ 362 million to provide sustainable 
support to people in need. 

As of 30 September 2021, almost 2 million people were displaced within 
Cameroon, either as internally displaced persons (IDPs), refugees or 
returnees. Cameroon was hosting over 460,000 refugees and asylum 

Page   2• Publication date : 30 November 2021 • Next update: 15 January 2022 • Sources: Sectors/Clusters • Feedback : ocha-cameroon@un.org  https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon

seekers, including about 332,000 refugees from the CAR and more than 
114,000 from Nigeria. The country also counts over 1 million internally 
displaced people and about 466,000 returnees, mainly in the North-West, 
South-West and Far North regions.

From June to August 2021, 1.9 million people, or 7 per cent of the 
Cameroonian population, were projected to be food insecure according to 
the Cadre Harmonisé analysis of March 2021. The food situation is 
assessed globally as acceptable thanks to relative high production levels 
and the great diversity of foodstuffs in households. Meanwhile, the 
situation is described as rather precarious in the North-West, South-West, 
Far-North, Littoral and West regions, due to violence and insecurity, as well 
as the additional pressure on households' food stocks caused by 
displacement.

A multi-sectoral needs assessment (MSNA), which was conducted in the 
Far North in July 2021, found that food is the priority need for the 
displaced population (44 per cent) as well as for the host community (61 
per cent), followed by access to drinking water and health for the host 
community and shelter for the displaced population.

Conflict over natural resources in the Far North has intensified. In August 
2021, inter-communal clashes in Logone-Birni (Logone et Chari) over 
access to water led to the displacement of over 21,000 people, including 
almost 9,000 who sought refuge in Chad.

Widespread insecurity in the North-West and South-West regions of 
Cameroon continued to result in abuses against civilians and led to forced 
displacements. Protection continues to be a major humanitarian concern 
in both regions. Early pregnancy was reported as one of the main 
protection issues in 37.4 per cent of the villages assessed during a MSNA 
carried out in August 2021, followed by lack of civil documentation (37 per 
cent), arbitrary detention (32 per cent) and gender-based violence (29 per 
cent).

Among displaced persons, malaria was reported as being the primary 
health issue in 92 per cent of the assessed villages, followed by cough (57 
per cent), diarrhea (46 per cent) and psychological disorders (12 per cent).

The number of CAR refugees located in the eastern regions of Cameroon 
increased from 308,000 in June to 315,000 in September 2021. Access to 
livelihoods, food, WASH services and education remains limited for these 
refugees and the communities hosting them. As of 30 September 2021, 
UNHCR reported the arrival of 14,034 new refugees fleeing instability in 
CAR since December 2020.

COORDINATION
OCHA continued to support the various coordination mechanisms and 
ensured overall coherence and cooperation between operational and 
strategic decision-making bodies. UNHCR continued to lead the 
multi-sector refugee response coordination of humanitarian operations, 
including on the COVID-19 response, in the Adamawa, East and North 
regions and in urban centers. 

HUMANITARIAN ACCESS
The humanitarian operating environment in all regions affected by crises 
remained challenging due to various access constraints (financial, 
insecurity, physical, administrative). In the Far North, insecurity continued 
to negatively affect humanitarian access. Attacks carried out by non-State 
armed groups (NSAGs) during the day considerably limited humanitarian 
operations, especially in the Mayo-Tsanaga division.

The use of improvised explosive devices (IED) is becoming more frequent 
and sustained, especially in the North-West and South-West regions, but 
also in the Far North region.

Kidnappings and abduction attempts, including of UN/NGO staff, 
continued to be reported in the North-West and South-West regions. 
Fragmentation of NSAGs and increasing criminality have led to an ever 
more fragile and dangerous environment for humanitarians to operate in, 
with heightened risk of illegal taxation, extortion, kidnapping for ransom 
and the risk of being caught in crossfire or as collateral damage of IEDs. 
Besides the regular ban of activities and movement on Ghost town 
Mondays, NSAGs continued to call for lockdowns for specific events. An 
extended lockdown during the second half of September 2021 blocked all 
humanitarian operations and social and economic activities, with dramatic 
consequences for the population. So far, advocacy and negotiations for a 
humanitarian exemption during ghost town or lockdown days were 
unsuccessful.

Overall, many areas are difficult to access for humanitarian actors due to 
poor road conditions and insecurity, particularly in the North, Far North, 
and North-West and South-West regions. Under these conditions, air 
transport provided by UNHAS is the safest and most reliable way to reach 
the intervention sites. Beyond operational support, UNHAS services are 
also a critical component of duty of care policy. Airstrips in Tiko and 
Mamfe (South-West) remained closed since January 2020 over safety and 
security concerns resulting from the lack of equipment and deployed local 
aviation authorities’ personnel. Meanwhile, UNHAS continued to operate 
two flights per week to Bamenda (North-West), Maroua (Far North) and 
Garoua (North).

COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic continued to affect Cameroon in 2021, with 
95,399 cases and 1,517 deaths as of 29 September 2021, with a case 
fatality rate of 1.6 per cent. Cameroon launched its vaccination campaign 
against COVID-19 on 12 April 2021, but by the end of September only 1 per 
cent of the target population was vaccinated. The authorities explain the 
low vaccination rate because of the small number of health staff 
administering vaccines, and more importantly the population’s reluctance 
to get vaccinated due to misinformation spread. 

United Nations agencies continue to assist the Government in managing 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Ministry of Public Health and its 
communication partners, including UNICEF and WHO, have undertaken 
several actions to strengthen communication and increase the rate of 
immunization, inter alia through the development of communication tools 
on the COVID-19 vaccination and the training of call center operators 
(1510). UNICEF continues to lead the work of the Risk Communication and 
Community Engagement working group and launched the publication of 
awareness messages on social media platforms, including Facebook and 
Twitter. Meanwhile UNHCR continues its awareness-building efforts to 
vaccinate refugees.



Response monitoring

*  The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
** Others represents people who are not displaced or not hosting Internally displaced or Refugees
*** There is no People in Need estimated for strategic objectives. Those mentioned here are based on the People targeted which is the aggregation of the indicators related to their specific objectives.

SO2: Reduce the protection needs of 1.1 million people affected by crisis

SP2.1: By the end of 2021, 1.1 million people are reached with inclusive prevention and 
response activities on protection risks; including effective and accessible referral pathways

87%1.1M 961K 352K 450K 135K 23K

 NW SWREACHED  LCB  CAR REF.  OTHER  COVERAGESpecific objectives TARGETED

SO1: Reduce mortality and morbidity of 1.5 million people affected by crisis

SO3: Reduce vulnerabilities and strengthen resilience of 830,000 people affected by crisis

SP3.2: By the end of 2021, the use of negative coping strategies is mitigated for 380,000 vulnerable people 
affected by crisis through inputs, capital and skills for livelihood activities and coordinated response approach

SP3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe 
access to quality basic services

720K 443K 15K 342K 86K

380K 22K 11K 11K -

-

- 6%

61%
 NW SWREACHED  LCB  CAR REF.  OTHER  COVERAGESpecific objectives TARGETED
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SP1.2: The morbidity and mortality rate of communicable diseases and other public health threats remain 
under their respective threshold by the end of 2021 in the regions affected by crisis

SP1.1: 1.5 million vulnerable people affected by crisis benefit from immediate minimum food, nutrition, 
WASH, shelter and lifesaving health services by the end of 2021
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES AND HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES***

by sex and age

TARGETED 3M targeted
of 4.4M in need

by population category
Girls832K
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Older men59K
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458K

Other**
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1M
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REACHED*
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by population category** by sex and age
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Women336K
Men305K

Older women33K
Older men48K

IDPs
708K

Refugees
168K

Returnees
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Sector’s Response monitoring

Situation overview*
Response
• The project by Association pour la Promotion du Développement (APDEL) 

and Mother of Cameroon (MOHCAM) aiming at strengthening the 
inclusion and the protection of IDPs in Galim, Bamboutos division, West 
region is ongoing. 

• Youth Education on Environment (YEDU) is implementing a project 
providing psychosocial support to IDPs and education to IDP children in 
in both Bafoussam 1er, Mifi division and in Foumban, Noun division of 
West region. 

• Hope For Better Future (H4BF) launched a project providing multipurpose 
cash assistance to 300 beneficiaries in Wouri division, Littoral region.

• H4BF continued to implementat five cash-based projects, including to 
increase access to quality education for crisis affected girls and boys in 
safe learning environments, to provide WASH sensitization and GBV 
actvities in the Mifi division, West region.

• H4BF continues to implement two projects providing cash assistance and 
conducting risk assessment and screening through phone interviews and 
households visits in Koutaba and Foumbot, Noun division, West region. 

• Women Access To Relief and Development Actions (WARDA) implements 
a project funded by JETRO International USA .It provides the payment of 
schools fees and distribution of school materials to IDP children in 
Yaoundé 5 and Yaoundé 6 of Mfoundi division, Centre region.

• WARDA implements a project providing IDP children with school 
materials in Manjo, Moungo division, Littoral region. 

Needs/Gaps/Challenges
• Need for agricultural and livestock production inputs and business 

restoration for crisis affected people.
• Need for better access to markets, natural resources and housing for 

crisis affected people.
• More than 90 per cent of the Early Recovery sector is under funded 

hindering the response and reaching targets. 

EARLY RECOVERY

SpO 3.2: By the end of 2021, the use of negative coping strategies is mitigated for 380,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis through inputs, capital and skills for livelihood activities and 
coordinated response approach

-

 OTHER  COVERAGE

7%Number of households benefiting from economic recovery interventions 326K
 TARGETED

22K 11K
 REACHED  NW SW

11K
 LCB

-
 CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

- 5%Number of people benefiting from local economic infrastructure that has been built/rehabilitated 207K 10K 184 -10K
- -Number of local institutions, community organizations and individuals who benefit from capacity building 176K - - --

Result achieved

People reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

48%
FEMALE

REACHED

Percentage of people reached
by sex

2%
REACHED

Percentage of people reached

9%
FUNDED

Percentage of funding HRP21Funding

3.2M
People in need

4K
Internally displaced

7.3M
HRP requirements

709K
People targeted

3K
Returnees

0.7M
Funding HRP 2021

18K**
People reached

5K
Host community 

Humanitarian profile

* Education, Health and Nutrition have not reported

*  Situation Overview of Early Recovery Sector in Centre, Littoral and West region
** People reached include IDPs, Returnees and host population, as well as "others". Others are people who are neither displaced nor hosting displaced populations, but which have been reached with 
humanitarian assistance.
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Sector’s Response monitoring

Result achieved

Situation overview
Response
• 24,650 children (46 per cent of girls) had access to education in the new 

built classrooms reaching 79 per cent of the target.
• 350,527 children (54 per cent of girls) benefited from alternative 

education offers, including the radio teaching programme, temporary 
learning spaces for non-formal education and digital platforms. Given the 
context of COVID-19 that led to the closure of schools, the number of 
children benefiting from these offers was about 2.4 times higher than the 
target.  

• 663 children with disabilities (50 per cent of girls) benefited from the 
cash transfer to support their schooling. This result represents just 1 per 
cent of the target and it is part of the strengthening of the inclusive 
education offer.

• 545,116 children (43 per cent of girls) benefited from psychosocial 
support provided by their teachers, reaching 111 per cent of the target. 
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was deemed necessary to 
extend psychosocial support to all affected regions.

• 191,554 children received materials and textbooks including notebooks, 
pens, pencils, school bags, program textbooks, recreational and play 
materials, solar radios with USB ports, reaching 35 per cent of the target.

Needs/Gaps/Challenges
About one-third of the school and health infrastructure (classrooms, 

separate latrines, water points) need remains uncovered.
• More than 4,797 pre-school, primary and secondary schools remain 

closed in crisis-affected areas. About two out of three schools remain 
closed in the North-West and South-West).

• Attacks on the education system (schools, pupils, teachers, parents, 
school officials, etc.) remain a challenge for children to go to school in a 
safe and protective learning environment.

• Child marriage and gender-based violence hamper the schooling for 
children especially girls.

• Inclusive education provision remains low and many of the children living 
with disabilities affected by crises are out of the school system.

• About 65 per cent of the school materials for children target remains 
uncovered.

• More than 80 per cent of the education in emergencies actvities target 
remains uncovered, including trainings on disciplined didactics, life skills, 
gender-sensitive pedagogy and other themes.

• The school councils of more than 90 per cent of schools are not 
functional.

• On average, only 29 per cent of the needs of children targeted by HRP 
2021 are covered.

EDUCATION

19K

 OTHER  COVERAGE

111%# of students accessing protective learning environments with a teacher able to cope with risks 
and work during an epidemics

491K
 TARGETED

545K 140K
 REACHED  NW SW

251K
 LCB

135K
 CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

SpO 2.1 By the end of 2021, 1.1 million people are reached with inclusive prevention and response activities on protection risks; including effective and accessible referral pathways

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 238%# of children accessing education education through alternative learning platforms and 
accelerated programs

147K 350K 342K -

- 177%# of children accessing education in newly constructed classrooms 14K 25K 17K 8K

8K

-

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

SpO 3.2: By the end of 2021, the use of negative coping strategies is mitigated for 380,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis through inputs, capital and skills for livelihood activities and 
coordinated response approach

- 1%# of vunerable students supported through CASH 108K 663 400 63
- 0%# of youth supported with livelihood to generate income 9K - - --

400

People reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

51%
FEMALE

REACHED

Percentage of people reached
by sex

58%
REACHED

Percentage of people reached

14%
FUNDED

Percentage of funding HRP21Funding

1.9M
People in need

#N/A*

Internally displaced
21.4M
HRP requirements

1.1M
People targeted

#N/A*

Returnees
3M
Funding HRP 2021

637K
People reached

#N/A*

Host community 

Humanitarian profile

* #N/A means data not available or not reported
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Sector’s Response monitoring

Response
To reach the most vulnerable target with limited fund mobilized, food 
assistance rations were cut to 50%. Food security sector mobilized 34% of 
required fund with the gaps of 73 million required to assist all targeted 
vulnerable people.
Food security partners assisted people in need with:
• Unconditional food assistance delivered by WFP and its partners to more 

than 800,000 people, even though we made 50% cut of initial ration
Livelihood partners reached 109,000 people through:
• the support for the intensification of vegetable production in the 

peri-urban areas of Douala and Buea implemented by FAO and partners,
• awareness rising among target households on compliance with COVID-19 

barrier measures,
• the stabilization and rehabilitation of affected communities by security 

crisis in the Far North,
• the reduction of conflicts/tensions related to the use of natural resources 

for agro-pastoral activities,
• support with the development of aquaculture in the North.

Needs/Gaps/Challenges 
• Scale up food assistance and livelihood activities, especially with food 

insecure people,
• Limited funding received,
• HIgh prelevance of insecurity and climate shocks,
• Access challenges to some beneficiaries' locations,
• Declining food security and livelihood opportunities,
• Spillover effect to other regions (West, Center, Adamawa and Littoral),
• Critical need for food in 2021 USD 10.6 M (CAR refugee priority)
• Overall food security sector requirement 2021 USD 73 M

* People reached include IDPs, Returnees and host population, as well as "others". Others are people who are neither displaced nor hosting displaced populations, but which have been reached with 
humanitarian assistance

FOOD SECURITY

Result achieved

people reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

55%
FEMALE

REACHED

percentage of people reached
by sex

100%
REACHED

percentage of people reached

34%
FUNDED

percentage of funding HRP21Funding

2.6M
People in need

296K
Internally displaced

73M
HRP requirements

745K
People targeted

39K
Returnees

20.1M
Funding HRP 2021

891K*
People reached

314K
Host community 

Humanitarian profile

Situation overview

-

 OTHER  COVERAGE

206%Number of targeted food insecure people (female and male) that received unconditional food 
support through food and cash transfers

533K
 TARGETED

1.1M 456K

2K

-

#N/A**

 REACHED  NW SW
384K
 LCB

284K
 CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

SpO 1.1 1.5 million vulnerable people affected by crisis benefit from immediate minimum food, nutrition, WASH, shelter and lifesaving health services by the end of 2021

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 49%Number of targeted people (female and male) that received assistance through agricultural, livestock 
and fishery support (small ruminant, local poultry, table birds, piggery, fishery and agriculture)

224K 109K 64K 43K

- Almost reachedPercentage of households with acceptable Food Consumption Scores  out of the total targeted 
severely food insecure households from refugee,idp the local population

70 65% - -

- 49%Percentage of targeted households meeting minimum requirements for Household Dietary Diversity Scores 50 49% - --
- 58%Percentage of targeted households with Reduced Coping Strategies Index (0-3 coping strategies) 50 58% - --

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

SpO 3.2: By the end of 2021, the use of negative coping strategies is mitigated for 380,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis through inputs, capital and skills for livelihood activities and 
coordinated response approach

2 100%Number of food security assessment conducted to support and reinforce humanitarian planning 
the Humanitairian development and peace nexus

2 2 2 22
#N/A**

Reached
Almost reached
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Sector’s Response monitoring

* People reached include IDPs, Returnees and host population, as well as "others". Others are people who are neither displaced nor hosting displaced populations, but which have been reached with 
humanitarian assistance

Situation overview
NUTRITION

-

 OTHER  COVERAGE

57%%Number of new admissions of boys and girls, 6 -59 months in the integrated management of severe 
acute malnutrition programme

83K
 TARGETED

47K 638

30

335

#N/A**

9K

13K

 REACHED  NW SW
25K

 LCB
21K

 CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 1.1: 1.5 million vulnerable people affected by crisis benefit from immediate minimum food, nutrition, WASH, shelter and lifesaving health services by the end of 2021

- 8%Number of severely acutely malnourished boys and girls, 6-59 months, with access to SAM treatment 
in South West and North West Regions

4K 335 - -

30 31%Proportion of men participating in awareness sessions in nutrition programs (%) 50 31 31 32

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 130%Number of boys and girls aged 6-23 months enrolled in the Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme 80K 104K 37K 54K

- 100%Number of pregnant and lactating women enrolled in the Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme 9K 9K - -

Result achieved

Response 
• The humanitarian response is focused on key emergency nutrition 

interventions in six regions (Far North, North, Adamawa, East, 
South-West and North-West); with a particular focus on the treatment of 
acute malnutrition in children aged 6-59 months and community-based 
prevention of malnutrition targeting young children, pregnant and 
lactating women and girls.

• The community-based prevention package includes Blanket 
Supplementary Feeding Programs (BSFP) serving as a platform 
integrating various promotional activities adapted to the context 
(vaccination, distribution of long-lasting insecticidal nets, 
awareness-raising, etc.), Home-based Food Fortification programs with 
micronutrient powders and Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) 
counselling and support in emergencies.

• The BSFP reached 39,378 children (19,291 boys and 20,087 girls) aged 6 
to 23 months in areas affected by the CAR crisis; 31,224 children (15,381 
boys and 15,843 girls) in Far North and 10,239 children (4,504 boys and 
4,772 girls) and 6,819 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) in the 
North-West and South-West.

• 25,354 children with severe acute malnutrition were treated, including 
181 Nigerian refugees, in the Far North and 20,878 children were treated 
in the North, Adamawa and East regions, including 825 CAR refugees.

• In the North-West and South-West regions adapted intervention 
strategies were used such as the child comprehensive response 
mechanism (CCRM – UNICEF multisectoral integrated response 
mechanisms in hard to reach areas) and mobile clinics, which helped to 
access the affected population in hard to reach areas. During the month 
of September, through nine partners (AAH, IMC LUKMEF, COMINSUD, 
Caritas Bamenda, Caritas Kumba, Caritas Mamfe, AMEF, CBCHS), 37,066 
children (17,333 boys and 19,733 girls) were screened for acute 
malnutrition; 141 were identified with severe wasting and referred for 
appropriate management. 281 children were identified with moderate 

acute malnutrition (MAM).

Needs
The SMART/SENS survey, conducted in March 2021 by the Ministry of 
Health, with the financial and technical support of UNICEF and UNHCR 
has shown:
• A relative stable situation related to acute malnutrition for Cameroonian 
population in the four regions assessed (5,9 per cent in the Far North, 4,8 

per cent in the North, 3,8 per cent in the Adamawa, 4,5 per cent in the 
East).

• A high prevalence of acute malnutrition among CAR refugees (12.5 per 
cent in and outside of sites), which has deteriorated overall 

compared to 2016 (8.8 per cent).
• An increase in severe acute malnutrition (SAM) with 1.7 per cent among 

Nigerian refugees in the Minawao camp compared to 2016 (0,2 per cent).
• A very high prevalence of stunting everywhere, with a maximum of 1 in 2 

children affected in the refugee sites and camps.
• In coordination with UNHCR and other sector’ partners, there is a need to 

continue to strengthen nutrition assistance to the CAR refugees and 
reinforce the preparedness plan for early action for new arrivals.

• In the South-West and North-West, SAM rates vary from 0 to 2 per cent 
depending on areas where screening can be done (partners monitoring 
data).

Gaps/Challenges 
• In the North-West and South-West, there is a need to scale up nutrition 

interventions and in particular strengthen the identification and 
treatment of SAM cases.
• WFP developed a prioritization plans to target the most vulnerable 

population for BSFPs, given the limited resources.
• US$ 2 million are needed to secure the Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food 

(RUTF) pipeline for the fourth semester in 2021 and first quarter of 2022.

people reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

53%
FEMALE

REACHED

percentage of people reached
by sex

46%
REACHED

percentage of people reached

4%
FUNDED

percentage of funding HRP21Funding

480K
People in need

15K
Internally displaced

26M
HRP requirements

301K
People targeted

6K
Returnees

0.9M
Funding HRP 2021

139K*
People reached

85K
Host community 

Humanitarian profile

Not reached
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Sector’s Response monitoring

Situation overview
Protection

Response
• In the third quarter, the protection sector contributed to strengthening 

the capacity of 839 community structures in the North West, South West 
and Far North regions. Community structures include activities for child 
protection, GBV, support to people with specific needs, traditional and 
religious leadership, etc. and contribute to empower and autonomize 
affected population as well as support community-based protection 
mechanisms. 

• 5,937 persons benefited from individual assistance to obtain civil 
documentation, mainly birth certificates, including IDPs and host 
communities.

• 721,000 individuals contributed to provide information on protection 
incidents to the different protection monitoring partners on ground and 
remain the main source of information for the planning, analysis, and 
response of the protection sector in all regions. 

• Partners reported only 22 individuals having benefited from legal 
assistance for the third quarter while number of arbitrary arrests and 
illegal detention or forced evictions are reported for instance. This shed 
light to the need to increase funding for dedicated legal assistance 
programs including detention monitoring.

Needs and gaps
• Civil documentation remains large scale challenge for the protection 

partners and goes beyond current capacity, funding, and operational 
presence. Whereas recently the Far North region moved to the 
administrative reconstruction of civil acts, civil registration offices are 
under-staffed and poorly equipped for a majority of them with no 
sufficient material and human capacity.

• Housing, Land and Property is another portfolio that requires additional 
funding but also operational partners. For instance, 70% of the incidents 
of denial of opportunity and services in the Far North are related to lack 
of access to land for women and girls. In the North West and South West 
(NWSW) regions, 45% of the affected population (mostly displaced 
persons) are facing insecurity of tenure and/or inadequate housing 
situations and 70% of displaced persons are at risk of forced eviction. 

GBV 
Response Highlights

• Signature of the GBVIMS information sharing protocol in NWSW regions.
• 5,650 (72% female, 35% children) people at risk of GBV including GBV 

survivors received at least 1 form of assistance (psychosocial, medical).
• 1,610 women and girl (54 % girls) including those who live with 

disabilities received dignity kits in the Far North region. 
• 1,159 persons including 904 women and girls in Littoral, 55 in the West 

and 200 in NWSW regions were reached by dedicated sexual exploitation 
livelihood activities. 

• 4,368   women and girl were reached by safe spaces activities in the Far 
North.

• 26,605 children and women (35% children) including 3,714 in the West 
region accessed GBV risk mitigation activities.

• 102,672 (44,007 in the NWSW; 48,435 in the FN, 3,070 in the littoral, 
7,160 in the West) people we reached with GBV awareness raising 
activities.

Needs and gaps

• There is a critical need to scale up lifesaving GBV services and advocate 
for access to reach affected communities in hard-to-reach areas in 
NWSW. 

• Cash and Voucher Assistance (CVA) can support access to GBV and other 
sexual and reproductive health services, and contribute to the safety, 
dignity and resilience of women and girls in humanitarian context.

• Reinforce remote PSS and GBV case management with a 
community-based approach 

• Weak referral of GBV cases among partners
• Very low coverage of the hard-to-reach areas, this was made worse 

during the lockdown in NWSW
• Very low legal redress, the lock down made this worse as adjudication of 

the few cases was suspended in the NWSW
• Increasing reports of GBV cases during lock down including some reports 

of femicide that were not reported to the specialized GBV service 
providers in the NWSW

• Capacity building of field workers on general information on GBV, case 
management in the West and Littoral regions

• Need of capacity building of field actors on monitoring feedback 
mechanisms

• Capacity building of field workers on GBV case management, clinical 
management of rape, on caring for child survivors.

Child Protection
Response Highlights

•  For the third quarter, child protection partners assisted some 62,000 
children and caregivers with psycho-social support whether through 
individual, group or community approach.

•  18,841 children and caregivers benefited from GBV activities organized 
by the child protection partners, mainly community awareness and key 
GBV messages on early marriage and pregnancy, and the related 
importance of formal education. GBV and Child protection partners work 
in close coordination for the establishment of referral pathways for GBV 
survivors, both adults and children. 

• Child protection partners assisted less than 1,000 children in receiving 
birth certificates in all three regions this quarter. Need for civil 
documentation is by far higher than available funding and capacity of 
humanitarian partners and require strong prioritization by the relevant 
authorities and development actors. 

Needs and gaps
• In the NWSW, for July and August only, protection partners have recorded 

at least twenty security incidents involving the use of IEDs. Whereas the 
civilian population is not directly targeted, they often are the collateral 
victims. Another incident occurred on 16 July when two children of age 
12 and 14 got seriously injured after an IED detonated while they fetched 
wood (Boyo Division, NW). There is a critical need for mine awareness 
and education programs as well as dedicated funding. 

• In August, child protection partners identified high number of 
unaccompanied and separated children in the NWSW. While assessment 
of the reasons behind the increasing number of UASC is ongoing, there 
will be a need for additional capacity and funding to respond to their 
needs, including alternative-care arrangement for the unaccompanied 
children. 

• The ongoing programs and responses on mental health and 
psycho-social support remain poor, preventing the protection partners to 
refer cases to MHPSS specialized partners when required.

PROTECTION
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Sector’s Response monitoring

People reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

54%
FEMALE

REACHED

Percentage of people reached
by sex

102%
REACHED

Percentage of people reached

13%
FUNDED

Percentage of funding HRP21Funding

992K
People in need

#N/A*

Internally displaced
50.5M
HRP requirements

743K
People targeted

#N/A*

Returnees
6.7M
Funding HRP 2021

758K
People reached

#N/A*

Host community 

Humanitarian profile

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 0%Number of annual sector/cluster work plans including prevention, mitigation and response to 
identified protection risks

8 - - -

- 1070%Number of staff across sectors/ clusters trained on centrality and mainstreaming of Protection 10 107 105 -

-

 OTHER  COVERAGE

10%Number of children and care-givers accessing mental health or psycho-social support 683K
 TARGETED

71K 52K
24K

3K

24K

3K
1K

272K

 REACHED  NW SW
19K

 LCB
-

 CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 2.1 By the end of 2021, 1.1 million people are reached with inclusive prevention and response activities on protection risks; including effective and accessible referral pathways

- 1200%Number of community-based structures trained on identification of specific needs (disability, 
elderly, chronical illness, UASC)

2K 24K 42 133

- 10%Number of conflict-affected persons having benefited from civil or identity documentation 
support (including birth certification)

181K 19K 16K -

- 79%Number of persons covered by protection monitoring activities 918K 722K 450K -
- 218%Number of persons referred to relevant protection actors in order to receive legal assistance 

(excluding GBV cases)
11K 24K 436 -

- 25%Number of persons who received life-saving GBV services 12K 3K 505 -
- 100%Number of staff from local and national authorities trained on protection standards and policies 2K 2K 1K -

Result achieved
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Sector’s Response monitoring

SHELTER AND NFI

People reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

50%
FEMALE

REACHED

Percentage of people reached
by sex

25%
REACHED

Percentage of people reached

7%
FUNDED

Percentage of funding HRP21Funding

1.5M
People in need

168K
Internally displaced

16.3M
HRP requirements

727K
People targeted

-
Returnees

1.2M
Funding HRP 2021

185K**
People reached

17K
Host community 

Humanitarian profile

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 7%Number of households to be assisted with core relief Items 352K 26K 22K -4K
- 0%Number of households to be assisted with subsidies rental 129K 41 - -41

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 1.1: 1.5 million vulnerable people affected by crisis benefit from immediate minimum food, nutrition, WASH, shelter and lifesaving health services by the end of 2021

- 9%Number of households to be assisted with emergency shelter 85K 8K 7K 1K -
- 2%Number of households to be assisted with transitional shelter 163K 4K 3K 1K -

Result achieved

Situation overview
Response
• Only 25% of targeted beneficiaries have been assisted through core relief 

items andemergency shelters
• UNHCR jointly with other sector partners continues responding to the L01 

emergency where more than 5,000 houses have been burnt due to 
inter-communal tensions and violence which escalated in August in 
Logone et Birni. Shelter roof kits and core relief item kits have been 
distributed to returnees and IDPs. 

• Plan International and DEDI/CAHIPDA* are conducting the UNHCR funded 
Shelter Cluster needs assessment in the North-West, South-West and 
West regions. The assessment will be at household level and focus 
groups will be organized with host communities, IDPs, and Returnees. 

• IOM in partnership with AAEDC implemented a T-Shelter project in the 
new IDP site of Moskota. 

• Six Shelter/NFI sector partners (UNHCR / PLAN / SHUMAS / NRC / IOM 
/FIG) have confirmed to have the capacity to implement activities in the 
West, Littoral and Centre regions. 

Needs/Gaps/Challenges
• More than 500,000 people are in severe need of shelter and basic 

items/services.

Gaps/Challenges 
• Lack of funds persists affecting sector predictability and accountability 
• In the North-West and South-West regions the access has drastically 

reduced impeding distributions and increasing the costs of operations 

* Consortium between Développement Endogène Durable et Innovation (DEDI) et Association d'Appui à l'Action Humanitaire et aux Initiatives en Population et Développement en Afrique (CAHIPDA)
**  People reached include IDPs, Returnees and host population, as well as "others". Others are people who are neither displaced nor hosting displaced populations, but which have been reached with 
humanitarian assistance
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Sector’s Response monitoring

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

People reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

51%
FEMALE

REACHED

Percentage of people reached
by sex

33%
REACHED

Percentage of people reached

0%
FUNDED

Percentage of funding HRP21Funding

1.6M
People in need

#N/A*
Internally displaced

22.4M
HRP requirements

1M
People targeted

#N/A*
Returnees

0M
Funding HRP 2021

333K
People reached

#N/A*
Host community 

Humanitarian profile

Situation overview
Response
The WASH response to the Lake Chad basin and the North-West and 
South-West crisis has been mainly supported by carry-over funds from 
2020, multisectoral projects such as the Child Comprehensive Project in 
South-West and North-West, and development funded projects with a 
humanitarian component (Far North mainly). Some specific funds 
allocated to the WASH Sector is expected to be mobilized in the next 
quarter. This explains why some results have been achieved with no funds 
reported by 30 September 2020 for the WASH Sector. 
Globally about 32 per cent of people targeted by the WASH sector have 
been reached. The main intervention remains the distribution of WASH kits 
along hygiene promotion. For example, 56,767 people have gained access 
to basic sanitation services. In the North-West and South-West regions, 
the 29,419 people reached represent 12 per cent of the target. 
Furthermore, 84,566 people (9 per cent of the target) have gained access 
to sustainable safe drinking water. In the North-West and South-West 
regions, just 3 per cent of the target have been reached with a drinking 
water response. 
While these interventions contribute to reduce the morbidity and mortality 

of people in need, it does not significantly reduce the needs per se and 
does not improve the resilience of the affected population

Needs/Gaps/Challenges
Additional resources are needed to ensure that: 
• 831,378 targeted people in 2021 have access to safe drinking water in 

affected regions (North-West, South-West, Far North, Littoral and West)
• 684,393 people adopt good hygiene practices to reduce water borne 

diseases
• 610,615 people of affected regions use basic sanitation services 

Perspectives 
For the next quarter, considering the actual results and challenges, the key 
perspective for the WASH Sector includes:
• Mobilize additional funds and speed implementation of response 

activities 
• mprove cholera preparedness and prevention activities that may affect 

the actual response 
• Mobilize additional human resources to support coordination

* #N/A means data not available or not reported

-

 OTHER  COVERAGE

9%Number of affected population with sustainable access to safe drinking water 916K
 TARGETED

85K 12K
 REACHED  NW SW

73K
 LCB

-
 CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

SpO 1.1: 1.5 million vulnerable people affected by crisis benefit from immediate minimum food, nutrition, WASH, shelter and lifesaving health services by the end of 2021

- 8%Number of affected population gaining access to sustainable basic sanitation services 667K 57K 27K -30K

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 1.2: The morbidity and mortality rate of communicable diseases and other public health threats remain under their respective threshold by the end of 2021 in the regions affected by crisis

- 33%Proportion of people beneficiaries of a minimum WASH package based on their vulnerability 1M 333K 167K -166K

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 71%Percentage of functionnal sectorial group/cluster 70 71 100 100100

Result achieved

Reached
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Sector’s Response monitoring

REFUGEE RESPONSE

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED

-

-
-

-
--

#N/A**

#N/A**
-

 REACHED  NW SW
32K

 LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 2.1: By the end of 2021, 1.1 million people are reached with inclusive prevention and response activities on protection risks; including effective and accessible referral pathways

- 125%Number of prevention and response action to gender-based violence and child protection issues** 65K 82K - 50K
- 18%Number of refugee involve in durable solutions (voluntary repatriation and resettlement)* 11K 2K - -
- 11%Number of refugees issued with a valid document** 204K 23K - 18K
- 150%Number of refugees recognized through an individual refugee status determination procedure 2K 3K - 3K

24K 38%Number of refugees registered** 132K 50K - 24K

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS
SpO 3.1: By the end of 2021, 720,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis have indiscriminatory, regular and safe access to quality basic services

- 22%Number of person with access to basic services (education and health)* 439K 95K 24K 71K
- 94%Emergency shelter and Non food Item 18K 17K 17K 177

- 57%Number of refugees receive food assistance on a monthly basis (# in cash and vouchers and # in kind)* 185K 106K 68K 38K
- 0%Number of boreholes and other water supply mechanisms rehabilitated 30 - - -

2K
-

5K
2K

 OTHER  COVERAGE TARGETED  REACHED  NW SW  LCB  CAR REF. KEY INDICATORS

SpO 3.2: By the end of 2021, the use of negative coping strategies is mitigated for 380,000 vulnerable people affected by crisis through inputs, capital and skills for livelihood activities and 
coordinated response approach

- 8%Number of person with Self-reliance and livelihood opportunities 10K 767 767 -
- 100%Number of refugee household using renewable sources of energy and involve in protection of the 

environment*
470 4K 4K -

Result achieved

People reached by categoryHumanitarian profile

53%
FEMALE

REACHED

Percentage of people reached
by sex

32%
REACHED

Percentage of people reached

9%
FUNDED

Percentage of funding HRP21Funding

693K
People in need

168K
Refugees

115.7M
HRP requirements

554K
People targeted

10.1M
Funding HRP 2021

10K
Host community 

178K
People reached

Humanitarian profile

* Data combined by using the maximum value of people reched between Q2 and Q3
** Data combined by using the Sum of of people reched of Q2 and Q3
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Situation overview
Statistics and new development
• As of 31 September 2021, Cameroon hosts 460,317 refugees and asylum 

seekers including 332,594 from CAR,118,728 Nigerians in the Far North 
region and 17,567 urbans of various nationalities in Yaoundé and Douala.

• In August 2021, an interethnic conflict opposed Arabs Choa and 
Mousgoums in Logone Birni. 12,569 IDPs in Zimado, Kousseri and 
Logone Birni center have been recorded. In addition, 8,749 Cameroonian 
crossed the border to seek asylum in Chad. A multisectoral response is 
provided to these refugees and internally displaced persons

Main achivements
 • Documentation and legal assistance: 11,873 civil documentations were 

issued, and 9,703 persons received legal support from UNHCR.
• Refugee Status Determination: In the Far North region, after the deaths 

of the NSAG leaders, presumed ex-combatants arrived in Cameroon to 
seek asylum or enter the Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration 
(DDR) process. While most Nigerian refugees have been recognized on a 
prima facie basis, this group of asylum seekers will be subject to 
individual refugee status determination procedure. It is planned that the 
Technical Secretariat in charge of the refugee status determination 
management will conduct this activity during the last quarter of 2021.

• Voluntary repatriation: In Far North and Eastern regions, UNHCR 
organized the intention survey to inform voluntary repatriation planning. 
11,300 Nigerian refugees and 6,915 Central African refugees expressed 
their desire to return to their countries of origin. The operation will start 
as soon as funds are available for the Nigerian refugees and as soon as 
the security situation in the return areas in CAR allows.

• Progress on government pledges in the Global Refugee Forum (GRF) 
and High Level Segment on Statelessness (HLS): According to MINREX, 
out of the 6 pledges on GRF, the following progress have been recorded: i) 
UNHCR, Government and ILO have signed a memorandum of 
understanding including refugees in the National Employment Fund, ii) 
the World Bank has agreed to support the issuance by the Government of 
the refugee cards in 2021 (218,000 cards); iii) UNHCR and the 
Government (Ministry of Health) have renewed their agreement to 
support the medical costs for refugees at the rate of 30% for the 
Government and 70% for UNHCR; iv) all refugee students are included in 
the education system under the same conditions as Cameroonians. Out 
of the four HLS pledges, only one has been implemented with the support 
of other stakeholders: this is the registration of births of people without 
birth certificates.

Main challenges 
• The need to carry out a biometric verification for CAR and Nigerian 

refugees living in the other regions in Cameroon, to update refugee 
information and collect information on their socio-professional and 
economic profile. 

• The impact of COVID-19 which continues to exacerbate the 
socio-economic situation of refugees.

• The issuance of refugee cards by Cameroonian authorities to facilitate 
access to their other rights and refugees’ socio-economic inclusion.

• Organization of the voluntary repatriation of Nigerian et CAR refugees 
who expressed their desire to return to their countries.
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