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BACKGROUND 

The Education in Emergencies (EiE) Response Plan for Afghanistan reports 

that approximately 3.5 million primary school-aged children were out of 

school in 2016, with 75% being girls.  

Ongoing shocks such as natural disasters and conflict, along with cultural 

beliefs, and increasing poverty levels have combined to reduce children’s 

attainment of education in Afghanistan. For those that do attend school, they 

do so in schools with too few resources and insufficient space; the 2016 EMIS 

school survey indicated that existing schools were overcrowded with an 

average class size of 42 students. 

In addition, more than 621,000 returnees arrived in Afghanistan during 2016, 

of which 251,552 were undocumented returnees. This influx of returnees has 

compounded the strain already experienced by NGOs providing 

humanitarian aid in Afghanistan’s Eastern region, particularly Nangarhar.  

Children of returnee families have faced discrimination, lack of education 

documentation, and few or no education opportunities in Afghanistan. A 

survey conducted by Save the Children International in Nangarhar found that 

approximately 37% of returnee children were not enrolled in school, and for 

those returnee children that were attending school, 49% were more than 3 

km walking distance from the nearest formal school. 

 

 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

As part of development of this project, ACTED undertook a needs 

assessment of education opportunities and constraints in Nangarhar, 

targeting areas with high populations of undocumented returnees. As per 

proposal requirements, the education components from the Household 

Emergency Assessment Tool (HEAT) were integrated into the EiE Working 

Group assessment tool. The assessment consisted of three parts: 

 Review of secondary data; 

 Key informant interviews (KIIs) with school representatives; and  

 Household level surveys with returnee families. 

The first phase of this assessment consisted of an extensive review of 

secondary data including locations and populations of undocumented 

returnees, locations and interventions of NGOs, PED-identified needs, and 

security and accessibility of possible intervention areas. This review was 

used to identify areas with gaps in service and areas in need of EiE 

interventions for returnee children and families. 

Key informant interviews were conducted in five districts identified by PED 

documents for distribution of school items, which were designated priority 

areas for project intervention. These interviews used a tool combining HEAT 

questions with EiE Working Group assessment questions, gathering 

information from school representatives on their school enrollment rates, and 

challenges and constraints facing the school and its students and teachers.  
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Two schools were targeted per district, one male school and one female 

school. The following chart provides the details of the schools targeted for KII 

data collection: 

 

Province District CDC/Village School name 
# KII 

survey 

Nangarhar Jalalabad PD 3 Naswane Bebe Zainab (F) 1 

Nangarhar Jalalabad PD 3 Tajrobaye (M) 1 

Nangarhar Rodat Hesar Shahi Ahdad (M) 1 

Nangarhar Rodat Hesar Shahi Naswane Ahdad (F) 1 

Nangarhar Kama Qandahari Murad Ali (M) 1 

Nangarhar Kama Qandahari Naswane Murad Ali (F) 1 

Nangarhar Kuzkuner Qala Gai Naswan Sayed Jamaludin (F) 1 

Nangarhar Kuskuner Qala Gai Sayed Jamaludin Afghan (M) 1 

Nangarhar Behsud Tamerat Naswane Nahid Shahed (F) 1 

Nangarhar Behsud Tamerat Ghazi Amanullah Khan (M) 1 

TOTAL 10 

 

Household level surveys were conducted with parents in informal settlements 

identified in the five districts identified by PED for provision of school supplies 

support. The survey targeted households with school-aged children (aged 5 

to 15 years old) within areas identified as having large numbers of 

undocumented returnee families and lower levels of EiE interventions by 

NGOs. A five percent sample was drawn from the identified informal 

settlements, collecting information from returnee populations within the 

settlements. 

 

 

The following chart outlines the locations of the household level survey data 

collection for this assessment: 

 

Province District Informal Settlement 

# undoc. 

returnee 

families 

# HH 

surveys 

Nangarhar Behsud Daman-Muslimabad 72 4 

Nangarhar Behsud Watch Tangai 240 11 

Nangarhar Behsud Hadi Akhunzada 803 40 

Nangarhar Behsud Daman 756 38 

Nangarhar Behsud Saracha Ali Khan 705 35 

Nangarhar Behsud Samar Khail Tagab Camp 700 35 

Nangarhar Behsud Farming Hadid Camp 125 6 

Nangarhar Jalalabad Zaren Abad 198 10 

Nangarhar Rodat Hijrat Abad Kabul Camp 450 23 

Nangarhar Rodat Shahidano Mina 163 8 

TOTAL 210 

 

The household survey tool consisted of relevant HEAT questions and EiE 

Working Group tool questions, collecting information on access to education, 

challenges for children to attain education, and attitudes towards education. 

SECONDARY DATA REVIEW 

Following is the summary of secondary data collection in support of this 

needs assessment: 
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Province District Accessibility 
Number of 

returnee families 

Number of 

schools 
School needs Informal settlements 

NGO interventions 

UNICEF NRC 

Nangarhar Kama  1,667 27 100 mats 

50 blackboards 

   

Nangarhar Rodat  1,581 43 100 mats 

50 blackboards 

Barikab Camp 

Hijrat Abad Kabul Camp 

Shahidano Mina 

  

Nangarhar Behsud  5,070 49 200 mats 

100 blackboards 

Daman-Muslimabad 

Watch Tangai 

Hadi Akhunzada 

Daman 

Saracha Ali Khan 

Samar Khail Tagab Camp 

Farming Hadid Camp 

  

Nangarhar Jalalabad  3,346 38 300 mats 

150 blackboards 

200 teachers 

Zaren Abad   

Nangarhar Kuzkunar  984 42 100 mats 

50 blackboards 

   

Nangarhar Muhmand Dara  611 27     

Nangarhar Lalpur  222 17     

Nangarhar Goshta  205 23     

Nangarhar Dara-e-Nur  10 29     

*All other districts were deemed inaccessible (Shinwar, Surkhrod, Khogyani, Batikot, Chaparhar, Kot, Achain, Dehbala, Hearak, Pachieragam, Sherzad, Durbaba, 

Nazyan). 
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HOUSEHOLD SURVEY DEMOGRAPHICS 

The household survey was conducted with 215 household representatives, 

of which 149 were male (69%) and 66 were female (31%). The majority of 

households (69%) surveyed were headed by individuals aged between 25 

and 50 years. Households surveyed for this assessment demonstrated a 

variety of additional vulnerabilities: 

 43% of households are headed by elderly family members, 

 8% of households are female headed; 

 11% of households report having a breast feeding woman as a 

member of the household; and 

 15% of respondents reported no additional vulnerabilities. 

The majority of households (84%) surveyed for this assessment reported 

having one family within the household, with 46% reporting seven to nine 

family members within the household. 

This assessment targeted returnees within districts of Nangarhar with 

reported high undocumented returnee populations. As the proposed project 

intervention will not solely target undocumented returnees, a mix of 

documented (61%) and undocumented (39%) returnees was surveyed in 

these areas. The majority of respondents (59%) reported they were unable 

to return to their place of origin, with 60% reporting conflict and 40% reporting 

forced return as the reason for displacement. 

 

 

 

HOUSEHOLD SURVEY FINDINGS 

Of the 215 respondents for the household survey, 30% have received no 

schooling. On average, households had two school-aged boys and two 

school-aged girls. Prior to their displacement, children of the surveyed 

households had largely been enrolled in pre-primary (43%) and primary 

(38%) schools. In Pakistan, the majority of children (50%) were reported to 

have been enrolled in Ministry of Education-managed public schools, while 

23% were reported to not have been attending school of any kind. 

 

Currently, 62% of households report that their school-aged children are not 

enrolled in school, yet 81% live within three kilometers of an education facility. 
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The top three reasons reported for children not attending school were 

security concerns, overcrowded classes, and a distance of over three 

kilometers for children to reach the school. 

 

When asked what types of activities could help their children return to 

education, respondents had varied responses with 29% reporting textbooks 

to be a major aid for children’s education and 15% identifying language 

classes in Dari as necessary to aid children’s return to education in 

Afghanistan. 

62%

38%

Percentage of children curently enrolled in school in Afghanistan

No

Yes

19%

81%

Is there a school within 3 km of your household?

No

Yes

9%

10%

11%

12%

Security concerns Overcrowded classes More than 3KMs
distance

Top 3 reasons for children not attending school in Afghaniistan

Girls Boys



 

6 
 

EDUCATION IN EMERGENCIES NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

Nangarhar 

 

Respondents identified community-provided houses (41%) and mosques 

(24%) as the main locations where education activities should take place in 

their communities. 

 

 

31% of respondents did not know what risks children face in the community, 

which could be due to their newness to and unfamiliarity with the area where 

they have settled. The remaining respondents reported neglect or 

exploitation (11%), recruitment into armed groups (11%), exploitative child 

labour (10%), early marriage (9%), unexploded ordinance and landmines 

(9%), and military activities (4%) as sources of risk for children in the area, 

while 13% reported there being no risk for children in their area. 

 

 

When asked where these risks are heightened for children, 26% of 

respondents did not know, while 23% reported risks being heightened outside 

the village, 17% reported risks being heightened on the way to the market 

and 16% on the way to school. 
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Recognizing that child protection is an essential part of education projects, 

this assessment also collected information on two key areas of child 

protection in Afghanistan: child marriage and child labour. When asked what 

an appropriate age for marriage is, 86% of respondents reported 16 to 20 

years of age to be appropriate, while 5% reported 11 to 15 years of age being 

an appropriate age for marriage. 

When asked about child involvement in paid or unpaid work, 82% of 

households reported that their children did no type of work, paid or unpaid, 

outside the household. However, 64% of households reported that their 

children were involved in chores around the household. As work and chores 

were not reported to be within the top three reasons for children’s lack of 

attendance at school, child work within households does not appear to impact 

their school attendance rates. 

 

TEACHER KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW DEMOGRAPHICS 

As part of this assessment, ten KIIs were conducted with teachers in five 

districts identified as areas for support y PED. Of those ten interviews, all but 

one were with male school management representatives, despite one 

female-only and one male-only school being targeted in each district. KII 

respondents were school inspectors (30%), headmasters (30%), teachers 

(20%), and deputy headmasters (20%). All KII respondents reported their 

highest level of education attained as being the post-secondary level. 

 

TEACHER KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW FINDINGS 

Five girls-only schools and five boys-only schools were targeted for KII data 

collection, with all schools holding classes for high school, lower secondary 

school, and primary school at their locations. In addition, 60% had pre-

primary classes, 30% had accelerated learning classes, and 30% reported 

community-based education classrooms. 
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Of the schools targeted for KII data collection, nine were administered by 

government or local authorities and one in Kuzkuner was administered by a 

NGO. The majority of the schools targeted for data collection (90%) run more 

than one shift at school. In addition, 80% of schools reported class sizes of 

41 to 60 students, and 20% reported class sizes of 61 to 80 students; the 

lowest average class size reported was 45 students and the highest average 

class size reported was 85 students. 

 

 

When asked about the displacement categories of students at their schools, 

KII respondents all reported having students from the host community and 

refugee students in their classes. In addition, 80% of schools reported having 

returnee students at their schools and 70% reported having IDPs at their 

schools. 

 

It is important to note that, when asked about the average student 

populations for these displacement categories, KII respondents reported the 

majority of the students in their schools being from the host community. This 

corroborates findings from the household survey which found that 62% of 

households reported having school-aged children enrolled in school. 

A majority (80%) of KII respondents reported having students in their school 

who live over three kilometers from their school. When coupled with the  
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overflowing class sizes, this indicates a need for additional school facilities in 

the targeted areas. All KII respondents also indicated that there are Ministry 

of Education-trained teachers in their areas, which could be employed if 

additional educational facilities were opened to address the overcrowding 

currently experienced by schools in the targeted areas. 

KII respondents indicated that there are many out-of-school children in their 

CDCs, with an average of 323 girls reported as out-of-school and 133 boys 

reported as out-of-school. When asked what activities could help children 

return to school, 45% of KII respondents reported textbooks were required 

and 20% reported recreational activities as key for students’ reintegration into 

education. 

 

When asked where best to locate community-based education classes, 80% 

of KII respondents reported community provided houses as being best, 10% 

reported mosques as being a good location, and 10% said schools would be 

the best location for CBE classes. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Support families to obtain required documentation for children to 

register to attend school in Afghanistan. 

 

 Support schools to address overcrowding in classrooms by creating 

and equipping additional classes either within existing schools, or in 

new locations. 

 

 Introduce community-based education classrooms in households 

and mosques, where students have to travel over three kilometers to 

attend school. 

 

 Work with communities to create corridors of safe access to schools 

for students’ use to travel to and from schools, addressing parents’ 

concerns for child safety during these transit times. 
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