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Situation overview 

Typhoon Haiyan has affected 9 provinces across the central Philippines and an estimated  9.8 million 

people. Assessments continue and the full picture will not be apparent for several days. 

Coordination hubs have so far been established in Tacloban City, in the worst hit province of Leyte, 

Roxas City (Northern Panay Island) and Eastern Samar with a further logistics hub in Cebu.  

No electricity or communication is reported across the most affected areas:  Eastern Samar, Leyte, 

Oriental Mindoro, Masbate, Sorsogon, Negros, Capiz, Romblon and Busuanga. Phone networks have 

begun to be restored in some areas but coverage remains very patchy.  

Basic questions on information access and needs have been included in the UNDAC assessments and 

the assessments of some agencies including World Vision.  Agreed standard questions developed by 

the CDAC Network have been shared with responding agencies for incorporation into assessments. A 

map of images shared on social media networks has been compiled by the Standby Taskforce at 

OCHA’s request. This map will continue to be live for two weeks and the SBTF are asking for 

volunteers to assist in categorising images.  

Very little information is available regarding impact on local media but early indications are that local 

media has been badly impacted with radio and TV stations knocked off air. The Sun Star paper in 

Cebu reports two journalists killed and a further three employees missing from DYVL Aksyon Radyo 

Tacloban in Tacloban City after the station was hit while staff were broadcasting information about 

the storm.  

The President has declared restoration of the telecoms network to be a priority for responders. 

DSWD (department of social works and development) and local authorities have begun setting up 

hotlines for affected people.  Vodafone in Qatar, where there is a large expat Filipino population, has 

announced reduced calling and SMS rates to the Philippines until Saturday 16th. 

The official government website for the response is the Official Gazette http://www.gov.ph/. The 

website includes a google crisismap which includes locations of evacuation centres, command posts, 

hospitals and other key response facilities.  

The infoasaid Message Library is available to all responders in English at http://infoasaid.org/cgi-

message-library?destination=%2Fmessage-

library%3Ftext%3D%26issues%3DAll%26title%3DAll%26group_risk%3DAll%26audience%3DAll 

UNOCHA is working on hosting directly on the UNOCHA main response page, which will also carry a 

section for CwC materials. CDAC Network has established a global focal point for responding 

agencies and is standing by to provide assistance to the field level response. The global focal point is 

Imogen Wall of UNOCHA, who chairs the CDAC N CoP on Field Coordination.  
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Gaps and challenges 

Assessment of impact on local media and communications infrastructure is urgently needed. OCHA 

is investigating use of the DNH for gathering available info on media impact and contacting groups 

such as the National Union of Journalists of the Philippines for any available information. 

Funding: The UN /Government of Philippines Flash Appeal will launch at 3pm local time in Manila on 

November 12th. CwC has been written into the appeal as a cross cutting issue. No projects were 

submitted by partner agencies directly under CwC (IOM are submitting under CCCM, and of course 

are the cluster leads), but all agencies will have an opportunity to submit when the appeal is revised 

in a few weeks.  

WFP are interested in implementing CwC/AAP work and interested in talking to any potential 

partners.  

DiFD have activated the RRF and registered agencies will be looking into securing funding for CwC 

work via individual agencies. 

DEC is planning to launch an appeal: again possibilities for NGOs in that group to seek funding for 

CwC. 

Deployments: 

Vodafone Instant Network, a project which restores mobile access for survivors over a limited area, 

has deployed two teams: one from London and one from New Zealand (6 people in total). They 

arrived in Manila on Sunday and are working closely with TSF and SMART. They will deploy to Leyte 

at first light Tuesday 12th  

First Response Radio is planning to deploy an emergency radio station with our partners, Far East 

Broadcasting Co. Philippines. A team of 5 people will deploy from Manila as early as Nov 12th or 

13th to Tacloban City. We will take our "Suitcase Radio" set up that is a completely contained FM 

radio station and studio.    The FM station should cover up to 10km around the city and 

beyond.    They are hoping to set up at the Tacloban coordination centre at police HQ and after the 

first few weeks to bring in a larger FM transmitter to reach up to 20km if needed.  National 

Telecommunications Commission (NTC) has given FRR verbal approval for an emergency radio 

station on the frequency of 98.7 Mhz with paperwork to follow. FRR will also bring 1000 radios 

receivers for distribution - the radios will be a combination of solar powered or wind-up radios.  

Internews have deployed a staff member to Manila to assess the possibility of providing assistance 

to local media. Jacobo Quintanilla is travelling today and will be in Manila as of Wednesday 13th. 

Jacobo is in touch with OCHA in Manila.  

Google have established Peoplefinder in partnership with the Philippines Red Cross. 

http://google.org/personfinder/2013-yolanda/ 

IFRC are planning their response and will make details available in the coming days.  

The Standby Taskforce have mobilised their volunteer network to scrape, verify and geolocate all 

images of impact being shared via social media. Further volunteers are needed to assist: no training 



required. The map is here 

http://disasterresponse.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=18ea32008c3f43a89809

6f4e30e85e79&webmap=dee921d4f2344e448b66c747f5f508f6&folderid=d6f13810af40480daeba32

fd4ae7ea27# 

Offers of assistance: 

Freeplay Foundation have stock of radios and lanterns with emergency/dedicated phone charging in 
the UK and Copenhagen and also  have 2000 radios in Hong Kong that can be diverted. 
  
These are available to whoever needs them and could be taken directly from Hong Kong. 1000 pcs of 
the Freeplay Assist radio (on the UNICEF LTA) is currently being manufactured and will be ready at 
the end of the month but again could be diverted to the Philippines. 
 
UNFPA have expressed interest in taking them for inclusion in NFI kits. Conversations are ongoing.  

Frontline SMS have offered technical support to any agency wishing to launch an SMS based project. 
Please contact Laura Hudson Walker on laura@frontlinesms.com. She is travelling so if you can’t 
reach her try Twitter on @laurawhudson 

Translators Without Borders are assisting as part of the Digital Humanitarian work and 

can provide some translation services into local languages.   

 
For more information and to provide inputs please contact: 

Imogen Wall (New York) – wall@un.org  +1 917 257 1899 

Stewart Davis (Bangkok) – davies1@un.org  +66 81 932 8073 

Gil Francis Arevalo (Manila) -  arevalog@un.org  +63 916 636 4232; +63 919 693 9528 
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