
period

January–December 2021

to assist

160 000 people  

FAO requires

USD 22 million

Investing in local development 
and strengthening the 
resilience of vulnerable  
people to better living 
conditions is the only way  
to encourage them to stay  
and improve their lives.

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) is among the world’s ten largest food 
crises, with over 30 percent of the population facing various levels of 
food insecurity. While millions of Venezuelans have fled the country, 
thousands have returned to their home country due to limited job 
opportunities in neighbouring countries as a result of the coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) and necessary containment measures. The 
effects of the pandemic have further exacerbated households’ food 
security and nutrition, facing the most dramatic worsening of their living 
conditions during the last five years in the region. Unless local livelihood 
opportunities are created, seeking hope outside of the country may 
continue as a sign of despair.

Objectives

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  
is working with partners in the Food Security Cluster to:
• Ensure availability of and stabilize access to nutritious food for the 

most food-insecure populations, particularly women, children and 
indigenous communities.

• Ensure continuity of the food supply chain as the COVID-19 pandemic 
evolves and restrictions are lifted ensuring biosecurity measures to 
avoid risks of transmission.

• Promote self-reliance and improve food security and nutrition through 
livelihood support.

Activities

Improve food security and nutrition
capacity building benefiting farmers’ groups and women’s 
associations | training in good agricultural practices and nutrition | 
seeds and tools | small livestock | cash-based transfers | savings 
and loan associations | set up school and backyard gardens | 
fresh food vouchers | strengthen local capacities in disaster risk 
reduction and climate change adaptation strategies  

Reduce the impact and contain the spread of COVID-19
risk communication activities through radio broadcast, text 
messages, printed material and training of community leaders | 
adhere to World Health Organization and national guidelines for 
health and safety measures during planting and harvesting
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Impact on food security 

As a result of the ongoing economic crisis in Venezuela 
(Bolivarian Republic of), the country’s capacity to import has 
deteriorated due to the depreciation of the local currency 
and the dwindling level of foreign exchange reserves, 
following the decline in oil revenues and the imposition of 
international sanctions. After seven years into the economic 
crisis, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) is facing increased 
challenges especially in terms of food security and health. 
Fuel shortages have become so severe that farmers 
encounter difficulties in using their machineries to engage in 
agricultural activities, to reach their workplace and markets, 
as well as for transportation of production.

In a context already marked by high inflation, fuel shortages, 
unemployment, a contraction of the gross domestic 
product, and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
related essential containment measures have worsened the 
living conditions of Venezuelan households, exacerbating 
difficulties linked to market supply, labour mobility and 
reduced purchasing power. Limited access to agricultural 
inputs, as well as delays in the rainy season and pest 

outbreaks, have affected planting and harvesting activities, 
with production likely to decline, especially of cereals. 
Livestock production is also affected due to drought and 
the lack of fuel, which hamper the irrigation of pastures and 
water distribution. Production declines translate into limited 
income for farmers, and reduced availability of and access 
to food, particularly for rural populations and subsistence 
farmers living in remote areas. 

Due to the impact of the pandemic in the region, thousands 
of Venezuelan migrants have recently returned to their 
home country facing far worse conditions and challenges as 
they try to support their families. Providing food production 
support and technical assistance, as well as diversifying 
livelihoods among the most vulnerable households, 
including women and indigenous communities, are 
essential for them to improve their food security and 
nutrition, and generate income.

Situation analysis

Source: Food Security and Nutrition Cluster, May 2020. People in need of food security and nutrition assistance.  
Internal document. Venezuela 2020.

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 

FAO-VE@fao.org  |  Caracas, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

FAO Office of Emergencies and Resilience 

OER-Director@fao.org  |  fao.org/emergencies 

Rome, Italy

Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations
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Priority intervention areas

+30% of the population is 

undernourished – a threefold 

increase in the last five years

+6.5 million Venezuelans 

have fled the country since 2014

68 000 Venezuelan migrants 

have returned to their home country

9.3 million people in need  

of urgent food security assistance  

(The Government of Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic 
of) does not endorse these results)
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