
period

January–December 2021

to assist

2 million people  

FAO requires

USD 55 million 

Rehabilitating irrigation 
systems, and providing 
agricultural seeds and tools, 
as well as livestock, fishery 
and forestry support are 
crucial to allow flood-affected 
households to quickly resume 
production activities. 

The Sudan continues to suffer from one of the world’s largest protracted 
humanitarian crises, with the situation deteriorating significantly in 
2020 due to widespread floods, civil unrest and conflict. These factors 
combined with the effects of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)  
and related urgent and essential containment measures have led to 
increased food prices, disrupted the livelihoods of vulnerable households 
and aggravated food insecurity.    

Objectives

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
is working with partners in the Food Security and Livelihoods Sector to:
• Improve vulnerable people’s access to livelihoods and life-sustaining 

basic services to enhance resilience.

Activities

Improve agricultural and livestock production
seeds and tools | agricultural extension and training | 
vaccinations and  treatment | animal feed | veterinary supplies | 
cash+ | income-generating activities | restocking | distribution 
of donkey carts benefiting women and youth | reforestation | 
natural resource management 

Strengthen Food Security and Livelihood Sector coordination  
capacity building | assessments | dissemination of information  
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Impact on food security 

Food insecurity and malnutrition remain alarmingly 
high in the Sudan due to persistent conflict, 
population displacement, floods and the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Potential threats such as desert locusts 
may further deteriorate livelihoods. 

Between July and mid-September 2020, torrential rains 
and flooding combined with the overflow of the River Nile 
impacted almost the entire country, particularly alongside 
riverbanks in the northern, central and eastern regions.  
This has caused extensive damages and losses, including 
the loss of 108 044 animals, the expected crop production 
loss of over 1.5 million tonnes and the destruction 
of agricultural infrastructure and irrigation systems. 
Moreover, farmers have missed the start of the 2020 winter 
season and risk missing the 2021 summer agricultural 
season. 

In addition to socio-political instability and civil unrest 
in the Sudan, since early November 2020, military 
confrontations between the federal and regional forces in 
Ethiopia’s Tigray region have led to the displacement of 
thousands of civilians into the country’s eastern states, in 
particular Gedarif and Kassala. This is placing additional 

pressure on already limited resources in these areas and 
increasing vulnerabilities. 

Furthermore, the country is facing economic downturn, 
higher inflation rates, food price hikes, and trade and 
market disruptions due to the pandemic that have led to 
reduced employment opportunities, agricultural production 
and households’ purchasing power. Fuel shortages and 
the high prices of agricultural inputs, production and 
transportation costs have also resulted in record prices 
of cereals and other food commodities, thereby limiting 
access to and availability of food. As a result, households 
are increasingly adopting negative coping mechanisms such 
as reducing the size and number of meals per day. 

Without adequate and timely livelihood support, the 
number of food-insecure people in the Sudan will most 
likely increase drastically. Replacing productive assets 
and restoring the agriculture-based livelihoods of affected 
households is essential to improve their food security and 
nutrition, and strengthen their resilience.    

Situation analysis

Final boundary between the Sudan and South Sudan has not yet been determined. Final status of the Abyei area is not yet 
determined. Source: IPC, 2020. Sudan: Acute food insecurity analysis, projection update October–December 2020. [online]. 
Rome, Italy. [Cited 17 February 2021]. www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_Acute_Food_
Insecurity_Projection_Update_2020OctDec_Report.pdf

Contact

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the map(s) in this 
information product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps 
represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

FAO Representation in the Sudan  
FAO-SD@fao.org  |  Khartoum, the Sudan

FAO Office of Emergencies and Resilience 
OER-Director@fao.org  |  fao.org/emergencies 

Rome, Italy
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Acute food insecurity situation ( October–December 2020 )

7.1 million people  

in high acute food insecurity  

+175 000 houses destroyed  

or damaged, 2.2 million ha  

of cropland inundated, and  

+2.9 million people affected  

by flooding, including 155 deaths

2.55 million internally 

displaced people and  

1.1 million refugees

+27 200 cases of COVID-19, 

including 1 798 deaths 
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