
period

December 2020– 
November 2021

to assist

110 000 people  

FAO requires

USD 4 million

©
 F

AO

Overview

Central America has been severely affected by a record-breaking 
hurricane season, with Category 4 Hurricane Eta raging through the 
region at 225 km/h from during the beginning of November, followed by 
Category 5 Hurricane Iota about two weeks later. The flash rains, strong 
winds, floods and storm surges triggered by the Hurricanes have affected 
a total of about 5 million people across Central America and Mexico, 
which are already hard hit by years of erratic weather patterns and 
more recently by the effects of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
pandemic, resulting in potentially significant catastrophic impacts.

So far, about 24 percent of people affected are located in Guatemala, with 
1.2 million people in the North and North-East regions who are facing 
displacement, and loss of life, homes, assets and livelihoods, which is 
impacting agribusiness, forestry, livestock and crop (beans, coffee, fruits, 
maize and vegetables) production, and artisanal fishing. The Hurricanes 
have hit at the start of the new planting season and if rains continue, 
bean and maize crops are likely to suffer irreparable damages, especially 
in eastern Guatemala, causing significant harvest losses. The livestock 
sector has also been affected, with the loss of animals and about 
4 432 families affected in Alta Verapaz and Quiche. 
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Situation analysis
The damage to agriculture, livestock and rural livelihoods could further 
worsen the food insecurity situation in the country at a critical time, 
considering the upcoming second planting season and lean season, when 
stocks are traditionally low. Many households have also lost their food 
reserves and are at risk of facing acute food insecurity. The vulnerability 
of indigenous communities, in particular, has been exacerbated due to 
damaged roads and bridges, namely in Peten and Metropolitan regions, 
as well as the department of Alta Verapaz, one of the most hardly hit 
departments and home to 89.7 percent of indigenous populations. 
Unemployment and loss of income are also expected to increase.

In a country where already 3.7 million people are facing acute food 
insecurity at crisis or worse levels (Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification, October 2020), the effects of Eta and Iota have further 
compounded the situation and urgent action is needed to provide 
emergency livelihood support to the most vulnerable people . 

Objective

To provide emergency response and livelihoods recovery support to 
smallholder farmers affected by Hurricanes Eta and Iota.

Planned response 

FAO’s support focuses on the rapid recovery food production of 
22 000 acutely food-insecure households (110 000 people, including 
indigenous communities) whose livelihoods depend on small-scale 
agriculture in 11 municipalities in the department of Alta Verapaz and 
seven in Quiche - two of the most severely affected departments. The 
intervention will include the provision of staple grains for the second 
planting season (November 2020–March 2021), as well as of vegetable 
seeds and short-cycle varieties for immediate backyard food production, 
farming tools, and laying hens and broilers. These activities will be 
accompanied by tailored, context-specific capacity building and technical 
support for the adoption of sustainable and resilient practices in the area 
of crop and livestock production, nutrition and food processing to restore 
livelihoods and strengthen smallholders’ resilience to recover from 
Hurricanes Eta and Iota. 
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119 913 ha of cultivated land (bean 
and maize) damaged

1.2 million people affected 
in the North and North-East regions

126 812 animals (birds, cattle, 
fish, swine and small ruminants) lost

11 departments at risk of 
landslides and floods due to the rise of  
14 rivers following Hurricane Iota



Crops
• Provide black bean and maize seeds to rehabilitate the second 

planting season, which are staple foods and allow households to 
generate income from surplus production.

• Provide vegetable seeds and short-cycle nutritious varieties (yucca, 
biofortified sweet potato, güicoy, etc.) for immediate backyard food 
production, to improve household nutrition within a period of three 
months. 

• Provide tools (hoes, sprayer, etc.) to households that have lost 
productive assets and equipment.

Livestock
• Provide laying hens and broilers along with feed concentrate feed, and 

material to build coops and promote the production of eggs and meat 
for household consumption.

• Conduct a rapid risk assessment to identify priority livestock-related 
response activities, to contribute to a more coordinated and effective 
emergency response focused on animal nutrition, welfare and 
veterinary assistance.

• Train farmers and field veterinarians on biosafety disposal of animal 
carcasses.

• Livestock restocking benefiting small-scale livestock keepers.

Fisheries and aquaculture
• Repair fishponds and provide rehabilitation material, breeding stock 

and technical assistance.
• Construct fishponds for fish production, where conditions are 

favourable (water, land, and time availability, among others)
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In a country where already 
3.7 million people are facing 
acute food insecurity at crisis 
or worse levels (Integrated 
Food Security Phase 
Classification, October 2020), 
the effects of Eta and Iota 
have further compounded the 
situation and urgent action is 
needed to provide emergency 
livelihood support to the most 
vulnerable people. 
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Contact

FAO Representation in Guatemala
FAO-GT@fao.org  |  Guatemala City, Guatemala 

FAO Office of Emergencies and Resilience
OER-Director@fao.org  |  fao.org/emergencies 

Rome, Italy

Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations
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Ongoing response

Coordinadora Nacional para la Reducción de Desastres (CONRED) 
has conducted a detailed evaluation of damages and losses to the 
agriculture sector. This will inform response priorities for FAO’s immediate 
intervention and beneficiary identification to ensure assistance reaches 
the most vulnerable. 

In close coordination with government authorities and the United Nations 
agencies, rapid needs assessments on the impact of Hurricane Eta have 
already been conducted and will be followed by more in-depth, detailed 
evaluations of damages and losses linked to both Hurricanes Eta and Iota 
to the agriculture sector. 

Preliminary results of ongoing assessments point to a worsening 
situation with increasing numbers of people affected and dire needs. 
FAO is engaging with partners at regional and national levels to scale up 
resource mobilization efforts to maximize response activities to address 
the rising needs in the aftermath of the Hurricanes. 

Partnerships

Activities are implemented in close collaboration with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, in line with the Government’s strategic response and recovery 
efforts, as well as with other United Nations agencies and local food 
security sector stakeholders. 

For progressive and safe animal restocking, partnership with regional 
and international organizations such as Instituto Interamericano de 
Cooperación para la Agricultura, Organismo Internacional Regional de 
Sanidad Agropecuaria and the World Organisation for Animal Health is 
envisaged. Moreover, constant monitoring and assessment of zoosanitary 
events will be undertaken through FAO’s Emergency Management Group 
for Animal Health in coordination with the teams at headquarters and at 
Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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