
 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMEROON HOSTED THE THIRD MEETING OF THE LAKE CHAD BASIN 
GOVERNOR’S FORUM 

On 4 and 5 October 2021, Cameroon hosted the third Lake Chad basin Governors’ Forum in 
Yaoundé.  

Eight governors from crisis-affected areas in Nigeria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon attended the 
Forum. Other participants included high-level officials from the African Union, the United Nations 
agencies headquarter in New York and regional offices in Dakar, ambassadors, and 
representatives of national and international organizations.  

The forum was an opportunity to assess and analyze the political, civil, security, and humanitarian 
situation in the Lake Chad basin (LCB), provide an opportunity to build on the achievements 
made since the 2019 forum, and strengthen regional and cross-border cooperation in the fight 
against insurgency and violence in the region. It was also an occasion to review the state of civil-
military and humanitarian cooperation, analyze the opportunities and stakes of cross-border 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Lake Chad basin: 10.6 million 

people in need of 

humanitarian assistance. 

2.8 million people internally 

displaced and 231,000 refugees 

in the region as of October 

2021.  

• Displacement in Far North 

region: The internally displaced 

people’s site of Zamai in the Far 

North region hosts over 4,000 

IDPs. 

More than 21,000 people fled in 

Logone Birni district because of 

inter-community clashes. 

• Cholera outbreak: On 29 

October 2021, the regional 

delegation of public health for 

the South-West reported four 

cases of cholera in Bamusso 

and Ekondo Titi localities. 

 

FIGURES  
(OCHA AUGUST2021, UNHCR 
OCTOBER 2021, IOM JULY 2021) 

4.4 million 
People in need of humanitarian 
assistance 

 

3 million  
People targeted by the 2021 
Humanitarian Response Plan 

 

1 million 
Internally displaced people 

 

462,001 
Refugees and asylum seekers 

 

466,578 
Returnees (previously IDPs) 

 

 

FUNDING 
AS OF 25 OCTOBER 2021 
(HRP 2021, FINANCIAL 
TRACKING SERVICES –FTS) 

 

444 

362 million 
Requested in US dollar 

30 per cent 
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cooperation, and examine the various options and solutions for rehabilitating and reintegrating people formerly associated 
with non-State armed groups (NSAG).  

Mahamat Annadif, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of the United Nations Office for West 
Africa and the Sahel, reiterated the full support of the United Nations Office for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS) for 
a stable and prosperous Lake Chad basin. “Stressing the importance of developing and coordinating responses to face 
the challenges that threaten the different sub-regions, it is imperative to identify the links between the situations in the 
Lake Chad basin and the Sahel and explore appropriate programmatic responses to address trans-regional threats,” he 
added. 

In the final communiqué, participants acknowledged that the humanitarian situation in the region is compounded by 
development needs, including significant literacy deficits, economic crises, youth unemployment, increasingly frequent and 
severe weather events, and natural disasters. The communiqué also expressed concern that the situation has deteriorated 
as a result of the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. In this regard, participants urged for collective efforts in the effective 
response to, and recovery from, the pandemic, as part of addressing the multidimensional crises in the region. 

Since the breakout of NSAGs insurgency in 2009, the region has struggled to curtail the impact of the massive internal and 
cross-border displacement, the destruction of social fabric and property, human rights abuses, disrupted public services, 
and limited capacities of government institutions. The number of violent attacks tripled in the LCB from 2015 to 2020 and 
more than 3 million people are uprooted. This represents the highest number since 2019. “Guaranteeing increased access 
for humanitarian assistance to all populations in need, wherever they may find themselves, and protecting the humanitarian 
space must remain a priority in the regional agenda,” stated Matthias Naab, the Humanitarian Coordinator and UN Resident 
Coordinator in Cameroon. 

ZAMAI INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE’S SITE IN THE FAR NORTH REGION HOSTS OVER 4,000 IDPS 

Zamai is a locality in the Mayo-Tsanaga division, in the Far North region of Cameroon, 20km from the Minawao refugee 
camp. Since 2016, the locality has been experiencing a significant wave of internally displaced persons’ (IDPs) arrivals. 

 

Zamai is home to more than 4,000 IDPs in 
five sites, an increase of more than 1,000 
people compared to January 2020. The host 
community is estimated at 25,000 people 
already affected by poverty and natural 
disaster, including lack of natural resources.   

These movements are partly linked to 
insecurity at the border following military 
offensives against non-State armed groups 
and the loss of crops and property due to the 
incursion of armed groups into villages 
limiting livelihoods. 

Multi-sectoral actions by humanitarian actors 
are deployed to assist the displaced people. 
However, needs in education, shelter, water, 
hygiene, and sanitation, health, and 
protection are persistent. 

On 6 October 2021, during his meeting with 
Ibrahim Hamaoua, the Lamido of Zamai, 
David Cibonga, OCHA’s Deputy Head of 

office, discussed humanitarian assistance to 
IDPs in the locality. The Lamido raised the 

need for additional secondary schools in the locality: “students are obliged to walk 10 km to reach the closest secondary 
school,” he said. Moreover, “the lack of latrines and water points, coupled with empty boreholes during dry seasons, 
exacerbates the drinking water needs of displaced and host populations,” he added. This constitutes a significant health 
risk in an area where access to health facilities is challenging. 

As Zamai is among the first localities to receive IDPs in the Far North region, IDPs empowerment is essential. In this regard, 
Zamai is one of the convergence zones under the humanitarian, development and peace nexus approach in Cameroon and 
four UN agencies are already implementing a human security programme in the area. 

 

 

 

 

A family in Zamai IDP site | Credit: OCHA Mouangue 
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INTERCOMMUNITY TENSIONS IN THE LOGONE BIRNI DISTRICT, FAR NORTH REGION 

More than 21,000 people fled their villages to neighboring localities and towards Chad, following a violent clash between 
two ethnic groups in the canton of El Birke in the Logone Birni district, Logone et Chari division, between 9 and 15 August 
2021.  

Clashes, which arose from a dispute between a 
fisherman and a herder over a fishing canal, 
resulted in the death of over 13 people, the injury 
of 84, and the burning of 40 villages. This also led 
to inter-community tensions in the town of 
Kousseri, located in the same division.  

“The tragedy in Logone-Birni illustrates what 
could become a reality on a much larger scale in 
the coming decades if nothing is done to stem the 
tide,” said Olivier Beer, UNHCR’s Representative 
in Cameroon. “The influence of climate on 
conflicts should be analyzed and measures 
agreed with development actors operating in the 
region should be taken,” he added. 

As of 31 October, almost 12,569 people returned 
to their villages. Several actions followed, notably 
the sensitization of communities to peaceful 
cohabitation by the Governor, the granting of a 
donation of US$86,356 in kind by the Head of 

State of Cameroon, and the signing of an order creating an ad hoc committee responsible for managing agro-pastoral 
conflicts by the Prefect of Logone et Chari. This committee held its first meeting on 27 October with the participation of 
humanitarian actors. Actions have also been taken by UNHCR Cameroon and Chad, as well as the national authorities of 
both countries, to organize the repatriation of Cameroonian refugees to Chad. 

CELEBRATION OF THE 29TH EDITION OF THE WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY IN MAROUA, FAR NORTH 
REGION 

On 10 October 2021, the humanitarian partners in Maroua town, Far North region, promoted mental health through 
mobilization, awareness-raising and calls for change in the face of the stigmatization of people in psychological suffering. 

Mental illness is marked by stigma and discrimination. The scale of suffering and the costs to the individual, family and 
society are immense, especially in humanitarian crises. According to the latest Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) report, 
there are about 357,631 internally displaced people in the Far North region, 135,257 returnees to their villages of origin, 
and 51,997 refugees outside camps. The experiences of violence and exploitation, the repeated cycle of floods and drought, 
the stress of displacement, the pressure on resources, the neglect of basic needs, isolation and discrimination, the loss of 
family members and community support, the COVID-19 pandemic and the uncertainty about the future are all sources of 
enormous distress for these populations. Yet, few of these populations benefit from good quality mental health services.   

World Mental Health Day was an opportunity for humanitarian actors and various stakeholders working on mental health 
and psychosocial support to raise awareness of mental health issues and to mobilize efforts to improve mental health. 
Different activities were organized: a round table on “Mental health and respect of rights”, an open day on mental health 
with information stands in collaboration with different actors, free direct services to the population through mobile clinics, 
sport walk, etc. 

THE CENTRAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND (CERF) RELEASED US$5 MILLION FOR HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE IN CAMEROON 

In September, the Under-Secretary-General and Emergency Relief Coordinator Martin Griffiths approved the allocation of 
US$5 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to support humanitarian assistance in Cameroon.  

The CERF grant will provide emergency assistance in nutrition, water, hygiene and sanitation (WASH), food security and 
livelihood, health, protection, and gender-based violence (GBV) to people affected by the crisis in the North-West and 
South-West regions of Cameroon. 

It will enable the humanitarian community to sustain the multi-sectoral life-saving assistance to the most vulnerable 
population at the required levels.  The recipient UN agencies will develop partnerships with local NGOs whom have better 

Robert Mati surveys the damage to his village after it was attacked 
and burned to the ground during clashes with the Choa Arab 
community. | Credit: UNHCR/Xavier Bourgois 
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access to and wider presence in the two 
regions, and reinforce needs assessments in 
the area in order to provide an adequate 
response. 

The CERF funding comes at a time when the 
humanitarian response in Cameroon is 
underfunded and thousands of people 
continue to be left without urgent 
humanitarian assistance and protection. As 
of 25 October 2021, the humanitarian 
response plan for 2021 was funded at only 
29.6 per cent. In addition to the lack of 
financial resources, the humanitarian 
response faces other challenges including 
difficulties in accessing the population in 
need due to insecurity. 

Prevailing violence and the socio-economic 
impact of crisis in the North-West and South-
West regions significantly affect thousands of 
people who remain vulnerable. The severity 

of the humanitarian needs keeps growing due to the prolonged crisis, increasing insecurity, loss of properties and 
displacement. 

CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN THE SOUTH-WEST REGION 

On 29 October 2021, the regional delegation of public health for the South-West reported four cases of cholera in Bamusso 
and Ekondo Titi localities in the South-West region.  

To address the situation, the delegation 
stepped up the surveillance in the 
neighboring health districts, activated the 
regional incident management system, as 
well as the district rapid response team. 

The Minister of public health urged the 
population to be cautious and respect 
prevention measures. “These measures 
include notably the systematic washing of 
hands before and after meals, the washing of 
raw food before consumption, ensuring that 
water is clean before drinking, reporting to 
the nearest health facilities on any signs of 
diarrhea, and calling the telephone number 
1510 for additional information,” he added. 

The response to the epidemic remains 
challenging in a context of insecurity and 
humanitarian crisis, with regular movements 
of population to places where access to safe 

drinking water and latrines is limited. Humanitarian partners are mobilized to support the local authorities in the response.  

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
David Cibonga, Head of Office a.i., OCHA Cameroon, cibonga@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public Information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 

| Credit: WFP/ EmilyPinna 
 

 

Mobile clinic supporting the response in Bamusso by providing medical 
assistance to affected population | Credit: Reach Out NGO 
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