
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMEROON WAS THE SECOND MOST NEGLECTED DISPLACEMENT CRISIS IN 
2020 

On 27 May 2021, the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) launched its 2020 list of most neglected 
displacement crises in the world. Unseen, unheard, unknown, some crises receive very little 
media attention, little political will to solve them and, therefore, funding does not reach them. As 
a result, the suffering of millions of people is ignored. The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Cameroon, and Burundi were the three most neglected displacement crises in 2020.  

Each year, NRC publishes a list of the ten most neglected displacement crises in the world, to 
shed light on these forgotten emergencies. Cameroon is second on the list in 2020, after DRC.  

The humanitarian crisis in Cameroon affects 4.4 million people. Deadly attacks and growing 
violence triggered massive displacements. According to NRC report, the total number of new 
displacements nearly doubled over the year as an additional 123,000 civilians were uprooted 
from their homes.   

Attacks on education 

The ongoing violence in the North-West and South-West regions has led to large-scale 
displacement and took a heavy toll on children and their right to education. Some 700,000 
children were out of school due to insecurity. An alarming number of attacks on schools and 
education facilities were recorded. Children and teachers were harassed, kidnapped, and killed.  
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Plan for 2021: US$362 

million are required to assist 

3 million people in Cameroon 

 COVID-19: 63,404 people 

vaccinated in Cameroon as 

of 31 May 2021. 

4,788 COVID-19 cases and 

158 deaths recorded in May 

2021.  

 Food insecurity: 2.7 million 

people are food insecure at 

crisis and emergency level 

according to the Cadre 

Harmonise analysis 

published on 15 April 2021. 

  

 

FIGURES  
(OCHA APRIL 2021, UNHCR 
MAY 2021, IOM JUNE 2020, 
OCHA FEBRUARY 2020) 

 

4.4 million 
People in need of 
humanitarian 
assistance 

 

3 million  
People targeted by 
the 2021 
Humanitarian 
Response Plan  

 

1 million 
Internally displaced 
people 

 

449,796 
Refugees and asylum 
seekers 

 

465,757 
Returnees (previously       
IDPs) 

 

 
 

In this issue 
P.1-2    Cameroon was the second most  

neglected displacement crisis in 2020. 
P.2-3    Underfunding hampers  

humanitarian response to  
Cameroon’s humanitarian crisis. 

P.4     Cameroon prepares for the summit on 
food systems in September 2021. 

P.5 COVID-19: IOM reinforces border 
capacities for infection, prevention and 
control. 

 
 

Credit: NRC 

Credit: OCHA/Mouangue 



Humanitarian Bulletin – May 2021 | 2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
www.unocha.org 

The conflict involving non-State armed groups in the country’s Far North region also worsened, forcing more than 300,000 
people to flee their homes. Attacks in the Far North region increased sharply, included killings, kidnappings, theft and the 
destruction of property. The country’s refugee crisis continued in the eastern regions, with more than 300,000 Central 
African refugees in need of protection. NRC calls the international community to stop the neglect of millions of people in 
need.  

The 2021 HNO focuses on the growing humanitarian needs of displaced people across the country because of violence in 
the Far North, North-West, and South-West regions, and in Nigeria and Central African Republic bordering Cameroon. 

In 2021, 4.4 million people need humanitarian assistance in Cameroon due to insecurity, diminished coping capacities, and 
lack of access to basic services. To respond to the most urgent needs, the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan targets 3 
million people in acute need of assistance, including internally displaced people, returnees, and refugees in regions with 
high vulnerabilities, at a cost of US$362 million. As of 31 May 2021, 18 per cent of the funding requirements have been 
met. 

UNDERFUNDING HAMPERS HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO CAMEROON’S HUMANITARIAN CRISIS 

Despite the efforts deployed, the severity of humanitarian needs in Cameroon keeps growing. More than ten per cent of the 
population faces food insecurity according to the Cadre Harmonise analysis of April 2021. The situation is particularly 
precarious in the North-West, South-West, Far North, Littoral and West regions.  

The priority needs for the displaced population and the host community in the Far North region are food assistance, access 
to drinking water and health and providing of shelters. However, the humanitarian response in the region remains insufficient 
due to lack of funding. If the underfunding is not addressed by the end July 2021, thousand of people in need will not receive 
any assistance and many humanitarian partners will need to scale down and close operations. 

In the North-West and South-West regions, while protection continues to be a major humanitarian concern, access to health 
and food assistance are critical needs exacerbated by the lack of funding. Insecurity and COVID-19 had a significant impact 
on the health system. According to the World Health organization (WHO), 25 per cent of health facilities in the two regions 
are non-functional . In May 2021, almost 800,000 people, representing more than 70 per cent of the people in need, did not 
receive food assistance, agriculture or livelihood assistance.  
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The number of Central African refugees located in the 
eastern regions of Cameroon has increased from 
293,000 in December 2020 to more than 323,500 in May 
2021. The already vulnarable refugee population is in 
urgent need of protection services, food, shelter, 
essential household items, and education. In addition, 
they need health care supplies and water, sanitation and 
hygiene services to prevent the spread of diseases. 

Despite the magnitude of the humanitarian and protection 
crises in Cameroon which have escalated in an alarming 
way during these past years, the country hasn’t received 
the attention it deserves from the international 
community. It has been among the most underfunded 
humanitarian crises worldwide. In 2019, the country had 
the third least funded Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP) worldwide, receiving 44 per cent of the funds 
requested. In 2020, the country received 50 per cent of 
the funding requested. As of 31 May 2021, only 29 
percent of the people targeted for humanitarian 
assistance, have received some kind of assistance. 

 

Underfunding also affects the action for Gender equality 

The lack of funding also bears direct implications on the humanitarian community’s ability to address protection assistance 
needs and to provide an inclusive and efficient response. It results in difficulties to hire dedicated staff on gender issues 
and scarce resources to build capacities and to conduct gender analyses. It leads to an overly rigorous prioritisation of 
communities to target with assistance, as well as humanitarian organisations not being able to provide assistance to addess 
the needs. For instance, several organisations in the North-West and South-West recognise the importance of providing 
protection and assistance tailored to adolescent boys and men’s needs, as they are particularly exposed to discrimination, 
harassment, and violence from parties to the conflict, yet, due to competing priorities and limited resources, actors on the 
ground are often unable to develop adequate and targeted interventions. 

CAMEROON PREPARES FOR THE SUMMIT ON FOOD SYSTEMS IN SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

On 25 May 2021, the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, with the support of the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the World Food 
programme (WFP), organized a workshop to 
consolidate the results of the national dialogue on 
food systems in Cameroon. These consultations 
were initiated as part of the preparation for 
Cameroon's participation in the first summit on food 
systems to be held in September 2021 in New York. 

Convened by UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres, the Summit will launch bold new actions to 
deliver progress on all 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), each of which relies to some degree 
on healthier, more sustainable and equitable food 
systems. It will gather key players from the science, 
business, policy, healthcare and academia worlds, 
as well as farmers, indigenous people, youth 
organizations, consumer groups, environmental 

activists, and other key stakeholders. Before, during and after the Summit, these actors will come together to bring about 
tangible, positive changes to the world’s food systems. 
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“In countries and situations where conflict threatens food security, short-term actions to respond to crises are not enough. 
Long-term development investment is key to breaking the vicious circle of hunger and conflict. With the UN Food Systems 
Summit later this year [September 2021 in New York], there has never been a better time to examine how food systems — 
the way food is produced, processed, transported, sold and consumed — can drive peace, and how peace can help support 
strong food systems,”said Marie Haga, Associate Vice-President of External Relations and Governance, UN’s International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 

“Cameroon faces significant challenges of severe and chronic food and nutrition insecurity. The global hunger index (GHI) 
ranks Cameroon 17th out of 117 countries, in 2019, with an index qualified as severe. This ranking shows a decline from 
the 15th rank observed in 2015. Conflicts remain the main source of food insecurity” said Matthias Z. Naab, UN Resident 
Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator for Cameroon.  

In the Far North, North-West and South-West regions of Cameroon, farmers are displaced and agricultural assets and food 
stocks are destroyed due to insecurity and violence. The repeated climatic shocks in the northern regions also profoundly 
affect the resilience of households and their livelihoods. COVID-19 has exacerbated strains on food systems, disrupting 
markets and supply chains for small-scale farmers, and threatening peace and stability. In Cameroon, 2.7 million are food 
insecure at crisis and emergency level, according to the Cadre Harmonisé analysis published on 15 April 2021. 

COVID-19: IOM REINFORCES BORDER CAPACITIES FOR INFECTION, PREVENTION, AND CONTROL 

In March 2021, the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) installed three offices at 
key border points of entry (PoEs) in the East 
region of Cameroon, to provide shelter for 
continued screening and referral activities for 
COVID-19, as well as for the control of other 
communicable diseases. Located in Garoua-
Boulai, Kentzou and Ntam, the PoEs were 
prioritized based on a participatory mapping 
exercice that estimated the daily traffic flow 
per border post, to ensure that items were 
delivered where they were most needed.  

A joint monitoring mission organized to collect 
feedback from border health workers was 
organized by the Ministry of Public Health, 
IOM and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in April . The objective was to assess 
the implementation of screening and referal 
activities at the three border health posts in 
Garoua-Boulai, Kentzou and Ntam,. The 

intervention was one of the final activities of IOM assisting the Government to build health capacity in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic at border points, in line with the International Health Regulations (IHR) and IOM's Health, Border and 
Mobility Management (HBMM) framework.   

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Carla Martinez, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, martinez14@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 
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