
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.  

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.  

www.unocha.org 

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with the COVID-19 Task Force. It covers the period from 1 to 
30 June 2021. The next report will be issued in August 2021. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• For more than seven weeks, new COVID-19 cases have decreased. From 23 to 
30 June, the number of cases detected per week decreased from 1,821 to 162.  

• As of 30 June 2021, the Ministry of Public Health (MoH) recorded 1,872 active 
cases in the country.  Cameroon is the ninth African country in relation to the 
number of total infections since the beginning of the pandemic.   

• As of 28 June 2021, a total of 110,324 doses of COVID-19 vaccine have been 
administered across the country and 21,991 people are fully vaccinated.   

• From April to June 2021, UNHCR registered 226 cumulative COVID-19 cases 
among over 3,000 refugees tested in UNHCR supported health centres.   

• On 16 June, the Minister of Communication Mr. René Emmanuel Sadi and the 
Minister of Public Health Mr. Manaouda Malachie organized a joint press 
conference aiming to raise awareness on vaccination against COVID-19 and 
encourage acceptance.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of COVID-19 new cases has considerably dropped in Cameroon in the last four weeks. The overall positivity rate 
for Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) diagnostic and Rapid Diagnostic Test (RDT) decreased from six per cent with 180 
positive cases, from 17 to 23 June, to less than two per cent, from 24 to 30 June, with 162 new cases per week.  
 
On 11 June, during a working visit to the Edea regional hospital in the Littoral region and the Kribi district hospital in the East, 
the Minister of Public Health acknowledged health personnel’s efforts exerted in the fight against COVID-19. He also 
encouraged them to get vaccinated against the virus.  
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On 16 June, UNICEF announced the receipt of funding amounting to US$300,000 to strengthen Risk Communication and 
Community Engagement (RCCE) activities. The funding will be allocated mainly to enhance awareness activities in order to 
engage additional health personnel who remain against COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
On 16 June, during his address to the President of the Scientific Council, technical partners, and media professionals, the 
Minister of Health recalled the objectives of the national vaccination plan against COVID-19. He presented the COVID-19 
activities of the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) which includes an operational plan to meet all the minimum 
requirements in terms of pharmacovigilance, coordination with the support of advisory groups, training of the personnel, 
guarantee of the cold chain, data monitoring, and communication and provision of immunization services necessary for the 
introduction of a new vaccine. 
 
According to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) recommendations on COVID-19 as of June 2021, following a second 
wave of the virus peaking in March 2021, cases and deaths considerably decreased, as per the decrease in PCR tests’ 
positivity rate. However, vigilance must be maintained in order to avoid a third wave, which is likely to occur at the end of the 
year if compliance with barrier measures and vaccination are not reinforced. 
 
The vaccination campaign is also ongoing within United Nations Agencies and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). As 
of 30 June, 653 people including 467 staff and 186 dependents have received the first vaccine dose at the UN Clinic. 197 
people including 172 staff and 25 dependents received the second dose. The people who received at least one dose represent 
about ten per cent of the total staff and their dependents in Cameroon. 
 
The UN clinic has been engaged in awareness raising campaigns on COVID-19 and vaccination for several weeks. The 
head of UN Clinic Dr. Ahmet Secka conducted awareness raising sessions in six UN agencies: World Food Programme 
(WFP), UNHCR, World Bank, OCHA, UNFPA, and UNESCO. 
 
Gaps & constraints 
 

• Low vaccine coverage and high risk of the spread of a severe third wave, given the different variants circulating within 
the country. 

• 185,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccine at risk of expiring by 23 August 2021 as of 26 June 2021. 

• As of June, UNHCR has received only 26 per cent of the required funding for the 2021 COVID-19 response. 

• Most of the partners have suspended COVID-19 activities because of lack of funding, although the threat is still 
present. 
 

CASE MANAGEMENT, INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL (IPC) 

Needs: 

• Preparedness measures to reduce the risk of occurrence of a third wave. 
 

Response: 
 
The MoH elaborated a status report on the implementation of the immunization plan as of 16 June. The report indicated the 
following:  

• 244 immunization centres are functional throughout the country; 

• 575 immunization teams, including 191 district management teams, 191 regional supervisors, and 36 central 
supervisors are trained on immunization operations; 

• 191 districts and ten regional adverse event monitoring focal points have been trained and deployed; 

• Kits for rapid management of adverse events are provided in all immunization centers; 

• Immunization registers and cards are provided to all immunization teams; 

• The first round of the five-days intensive immunization campaign is implemented in the 191 districts of the country 
and followed by daily immunization sessions in immunization centers; 

• Members of the Government, parliament and administrative authorities in the regions are vaccinated against COVID-
19. 

 
UNHCR donated critical equipment to Bamenda regional hospital, to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The organization 
also ensured medical screening, COVID-19 testing and provided masks for 1,444 individuals, 362 Nigerian refugee 
households voluntarily returning to Banki and Bama in Nigeria from the Minawao camp in the Far North region. 
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According to UNHCR’s report, as of 30 June 2021, 2,727 refugees received the COVID-19 vaccine as part of the national 
vaccination campaign.  According to the results of the monitoring on adverse events following immunization (AEFI) in the 
refugee population, only one per cent (35 persons) of the vaccinated refugee population presented symptoms (low to mild). 
 
UNHCR continued to integrate in its programmes implementation the distribution of core-relief items (CRIs), composed of 
soap bars, to promote handwashing for internally displaced people (IDPs) in the North-West and South-West regions as well 
as the sensitization on COVID-19 preventive measures. CRIs packages were also distributed in detention centers in Bamenda 
in the North-West and Batouri in the East as part of the COVID-19 response. 
 
Screening activities in schools and universities 

Regions 

Teachers  Students 

Tested Positive Rate (per cent) Tested Positive Rate (per cent) 

Adamawa 1,950 53 2.72% 14,910 194 1.30% 

Centre  984 7 0.71% 13,920 387 2.78% 

East 1,362 33 2.42% 10,189 340 3.34% 

Far North 1,772 34 1.92% 7,336 67 0.91% 

Littoral 5,170 51 0.99% 5,868 564 9.61% 

Nord  1,668 22 1.32% 3,562 104 2.92% 

North-West 3,015 26 0.86% 4,450 298 6.70% 

West 3,841 243 6.33% 15,645 507 3.24% 

South 5,703 67 1.17% 13,259 321 2.42% 

South-West 1,723 18 1.04% 4,827 130 2.69% 

Total  27,188 554 2.04% 93,966 2,912 3.10% 

Source:  Cameroon COVID-19 Situation report n. 84 (from 17 June to 26 June 2021) 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• No specific preparedness measures taken to reduce the risk of a third wave. 

• The immunization plan did not include a strategy for the school holiday period. 

• Lack of a sustainable capacity building strategy for health care personnel and continuity of care. 

• Weak integration of COVID-19 control measures into the national disease surveillance and control system. 
 

RISK COMMUNICATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (RCCE) 

Needs: 

• While the vaccination of refugees is ongoing in camps and sites in the East and the Far North regions, more resources 
are required to strengthen awareness campaigns on the importance of vaccination for refugees both in camps and in 
urban areas.  
 

Response: 

• Since the kick-off of the vaccination campaign, UNHCR is providing information and individual counselling during 
registration and verification activities on COVID-19 vaccines and the respect of barrier measures. 

• From 1 to 30 June, under the leadership of UNICEF and WHO, the RCCE group conducted several awareness and 
community mobilization activities, notably the briefing of central and regional supervisors of immunization teams to 
prepare them for the COVID-19 immunization campaign. 

• UNICEF, WHO, Breakthrough Action, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the International 
Federation of Red Cross (IFRC) presented the preliminary results of the socio-anthropological study on COVID-19 
with a focus on vaccination implemented in five regions: Centre, Littoral, West, North-West, and South-West. 

• Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI), UNICEF, and WHO organized a scientific cafe discussion with the scientific 
health societies, the professional orders of health, communicators/journalists, influencers/bloggers in Kribi, South 
region, from 23 June to 3 July 2021. 
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• UNICEF, WHO and CDC involved and trained web influencers, including bloggers, scientific societies to relay 
awareness messages on COVID-19 vaccination on social media. 

• UNICEF is conducting a digital campaign on social media platform including Facebook and Twitter, with the 
publication of awareness messages. The campaign will continue until December 2021. 

• UNICEF also developed a chatbot WhatsApp application for frequently asked questions about COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AND LOGISTICS 

Needs: 

• The limited storage capacity and other logistic challenges ensuring a regular supply chain cause intermittent 
availability of COVID-19 vaccine doses in some refugee sites and remote areas. It is important to reinforce the cold 
chain and support proper planning of the distribution of vaccines in remote areas. 
 

Response: 

•  UNHCR donated to Bamenda Regional Hospital critical equipment to respond to the COVID19 pandemic. 

For further information, please contact:  
Carla Martinez, Head of Office, OCHA Cameroon, martinez14@un.org 
Bibiane Mouangue, Public information Officer, OCHA Cameroon, bibiane.mouangue@un.org 

 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/cameroon www.reliefweb.int   
Follow us on Twitter @OCHACameroon 
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