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FACTS & FIGURES
More than 775,500 Cameroonians have
fled to other parts of Cameroon for safety
(IOM)

 
Cameroon hosts more than 400,000
refugees from Nigeria and the Central
African Republic (UNHCR)

 
More than 1.3 million people are at risk of
food shortages (Cadre Harmonisé, October to

December 2019)

 
EU humanitarian funding crisis:
€17.8 million in 2019
€119.5 million since 2013
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Introduction
The humanitarian situation is increasingly fragile in Cameroon. Since 2017, tensions in the Northwest and Southwest
regions have escalated. Violence has uprooted hundreds of thousands of people. In addition, the country hosts more than
400,000 refugees from Nigeria and the Central African Republic (CAR). These crises have also an impact on host
communities who have to share their already scarce resources and strained basic services with the new arrivals.

What are the needs?
In Cameroon’s Northwest and Southwest regions, political tensions that started in October 2017 have mounted since
2018, turning into violent clashes and a full-blown humanitarian crisis. The conflict in the 2 regions has driven more than
730,000 people out of their homes (IOM/UNHCR). More than 1.3 million people need humanitarian assistance.

Sectarian violence in the Central African Republic (CAR) has resulted, since 2013, in a massive influx of CAR refugees in
Cameroon’s East region. The total number of CAR refugees currently stands at more than 292,000. Most refugees live
among local communities, thereby increasing the pressure on access to basic services, such as healthcare or education,
and local resources, such as firewood, water or land. The first voluntary repatriation of CAR refugees was organised in
October 2019 but only 2 regions in the CAR fulfill the necessary conditions allowing for returns.

The conflict in northeast Nigeria that started in 2014 continues to affect Cameroons Far North Region. Armed incursions
have seeped from Nigeria into the Far North region itself, with villages being randomly looted or burned, cattle stolen from
farmers and kidnappings for ransom taking place. Cameroon hosts over 110,000 Nigerian refugees and more than
297,000 Cameroonians from Far North had to escape elsewhere in Cameroon for safety, representing a 10% increase on
August 2019.
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/cmr_nwsw_snapshot_october_2019_eng_final.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/cmr
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/cmr
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM_Dashboard%20Cameroun_Extreme-Nord_Round%2020_EN_Final2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM_Dashboard%20Cameroun_Extreme-Nord_Round%2020_EN_Final2.pdf


 

How are we helping?
Since 2013, the European Union has allocated a total of €119.5 million in humanitarian assistance to Cameroon. In recent
years, the European Union has substantially increased its support to respond to the growing needs and increasing
complexity of the humanitarian situation in Cameroon. In 2019, the EU’s humanitarian aid to the country reached
€17.8 million.

EU-funded actions in Cameroon support refugees from Nigeria and the Central African Republic (CAR); uprooted
Cameroonians who found refuge elsewhere in the country, and host communities in the Far North, Southwest and
Northwest regions. Aid focuses on providing food, safe drinking water and sanitation, primary healthcare, shelter,
livelihoods support, protection, and education.

Immediate humanitarian assistance to refugees remains crucial, but given the protracted nature of the displacement,
especially when it comes to refugees from the Central African Republic, aid efforts are also made to improve their
livelihoods and self-reliance. This would help in reducing refugees’ dependence on humanitarian aid and counter any
potential tensions that may arise with local host communities that have to share their resources. In the same vein,
importance is given to linking immediate humanitarian assistance to longer-term development actions, such as long-term
support to the education and health systems, or rural development, to strengthen the resilience of vulnerable communities,
particularly in eastern Cameroon.

The European Union also funds the United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) in the Far North Region of Cameroon
to facilitate humanitarian organisations’ access to people in need.
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