
period

January–December 2019

to assist

505 400 people  

FAO requires

USD 12.8 million

The Niger
Humanitarian  
Response Plan  
2019

The humanitarian situation in the Niger remains affected by food 
insecurity, malnutrition, population displacement, natural disasters and 
epidemics. Multiple chronic factors and successive shocks mean that 
millions of people require urgent assistance each year.

Objectives

FAO is working with partners of the Food Security Cluster to:
• Provide coordinated food and agricultural assistance to save lives and 

protect livelihoods.
• Strengthen household resilience to shocks in crisis-affected areas.
• Enhance national capacities to ensure evaluation, monitoring of 

activities and analysis of gender-sensitive response and protection.

Activities

 Support food and livestock production 

animal feed | vegetable seeds | tillage equipment | fodder seeds | 
vaccination campaigns | deworming | rehabilitation of wells | goat 
restocking | cash+ | cash for work | unconditional cash transfers

Following cereal and forage 
deficits in certain departments 
affected by insecurity and 
climate hazards, providing 
livelihood support is crucial to 
prevent the worsening of the 
food security situation.
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Impact on food security 

The crisis in the Niger is rooted in structural and cyclical factors, including 
food insecurity, malnutrition, natural disasters, epidemics and population 
movements. This increases the vulnerabilities of millions of people already 
facing poverty in the country, where a large part of the rural population still 
lives in a state of chronic food insecurity.

Violent conflict and instability in neighbouring countries along with tensions 
within the Niger continue to result in population displacements, particularly in 
the Diffa, Tillabery and Tahoua regions. The effects of the state of emergency 
in these areas will continue to hinder the movement of people and goods, 
and access to markets as well as to farming fields and grazing areas, resulting 
in price increases, the disruption of livelihoods, and rising levels of food 
insecurity and malnutrition.

Furthermore, land degradation, pest attacks, floods and forage deficits due 
to drought in agricultural and pastoral areas have also had negative impacts 
on food insecurity in the country and put pressure on already limited natural 
resources, resulting in reduced production outcomes.

In 2019, the number of people severely food insecure is expected to double – 
from to 604 000 to 1.2 million – during the lean season if adequate assistance 
is not provided. Establishing food stocks and restoring fodder production is 
essential to improve vulnerable people’s livelihoods and resilience to shocks. 

Attaher Maiga
FAO Representative

Niamey, the Niger | FAO-NE@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization  
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Contact

Dominique Burgeon
Director, Emergency and Resilience Division 
and Strategic Programme Leader – Resilience

Rome, Italy | TCE-Director@fao.org
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations 
used on this map do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent 
approximate border lines for which there may not yet be 
full agreement.

Situation analysis

254 000 IDPs

1.2 million people 

projected to be severely food 

insecure in June–August 2019 

80% of the population relies on 

agriculture for their livelihoods

380 166 children 

of 0-59 months suffer from 

severe acute malnutrition
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7 800 ha of cropland 

destroyed by floods 

Source: Cadre Harmonisé, November 2018 

200 km

CHAD

NIGERIA
BENIN

MALI

ALGERIA

LIBYA

BURKINA
FASO 0

Agadez

Zinder

Tahoua

Maradi
Tillabéri

Dosso

Diffa

Projected acute food insecurity situation (June–August 2019)

CH/IPC phase classification

Crisis

Stressed

Minimal

Insufficient data Not analysed

Famine

Emergency


