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snapshot
The number of people facing severe hunger in the world continues 
to rise, reaching 124 million people across 51 countries.

Conflict and extreme climate events remain the main drivers behind 
severe food crises. Often occurring simultaneously, all dimensions of food 
security – food availability, access and utilization – are further undermined. 

Climate-related shocks and insecurity continue to force a significant 
number of people to abandon their homes, disrupting their livelihoods, 
reducing access to income-generating opportunities and putting pressure 
on limited resources, particularly affecting the food security of displaced 
populations and host communities. Prolonged drought conditions 
resulted in consecutive poor harvests in countries already facing high 
levels of food insecurity and malnutrition. Compounding the situation 
is a high probability of an El Niño event developing by the beginning 
of 2019. El Niño hazards – usually associated with heavy rains, floods 
and drought – are expected to further aggravate the food insecurity and 
coping capacities of vulnerable populations. 

Agriculture – the main source of livelihood for the majority of 
crisis-affected populations – plays a crucial role in fighting hunger. 
Investing in agricultural support from the onset of a crisis saves lives and 
enables families trapped by fighting or living in remote areas to rapidly 
resume local food production and earn an income.

In 2019, FAO’s response will continue to be scaled up to meet the most 
urgent needs of affected communities while strengthening their resilience 
and adaptive capacities. This will help to address the root causes of 
increased food insecurity and malnutrition, particularly of those most 
exposed and vulnerable to shocks.

FAO requires 

USD +1 billion 

to assist

31 million
people in 24 countries
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70 million  
people in need of immediate  

food security assistance
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The designations employed and the 
presentation of material in the map(s)  
do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning 
the legal or constitutional status of any 
country, territory or sea area, or concerning 
the delimitation of frontiers.

The word “countries” appearing in the text 
refers to countries, territories and areas 
without distinction. Source: FAO, 2018
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FAO’s response Boost local food production 

seed security assessments | local production and 
marketing of quality seeds (including with seed fairs) | 
cereal, pulse and vegetable seeds | irrigation equipment | 
training on good agricultural practices and post-harvest 
management through farmer field schools | nutrition 
education | microgardening | agricultural tools | fertilizers

Support livestock owners

treatment and vaccination campaigns | deworming | 
veterinary supplies | training and working with 
community-based animal health workers | restoring/
constructing local and national cold chain systems | 
facilitating local peace processes through community 
groups | animal feed | pastoral field schools | pasture 
regeneration | water points | nutrition education | restocking

Assist fishing communities

fishing and fish processing equipment | training on 
improved practices | restoring boats

Cash-based transfers

conditional and unconditional cash transfers | cash 
for work | cash+ | nutrition vouchers | input vouchers 

Coordination, food security information and 
analysis 

Food Security Cluster and other coordination solutions | 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification and 
Cadre Harmonisé analysis | agriculture/food security 
needs assessments | early warning systems | data analysis 
and monitoring 

The number of people in urgent need of food security assistance 
are people in IPC Phases 3 and above or equivalent. The total 
funding required by FAO and the number of people to assist in 
2019 are based on estimated requirements as at 30 November 
2018 and do not include regional appeals.
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	CA2700EN pages.pdf
	CA2700EN spread.pdf
	CA2700EN pages

