
  

  

 

 

 ECHO Factsheet – Burundi crisis – October 2016 

 

 

Humanitarian Aid and  

Civil Protection 

B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 

Tel.: (+32 2) 295 44 00 

Fax: (+32 2) 295 45 72  
email:  

echo-

info@ec.europa.eu 

Website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/e

cho 

 

* All the latest ECHO 

Factsheets: 

bit.ly/echo-fs 

 

Facts & Figures 

Over 295 000 Burundian 

refugees in neighbouring 

countries since April 2015:  

 157 700 in Tanzania  

 81 500 in Rwanda  

 28 500 in DRC  

 28 200 in Uganda (as of 

1st January 2015)  

(source: UNHCR) 

 

61 000 internally displaced 

people in Burundi  

(source: IOM) 

 

 

 

Burundi ranks 184th out of 

187 in the UN’s Human 

Development Index 

 

Child mortality: 104/1000 

or 12th highest in the world 
(UNICEF) 

 

 

 

 

EU humanitarian funding 

for the Burundi refugee 

crisis: €36.2 million since 

April 2015 (incl. €22.2 in 
2016) 

 

EU development 

assistance to Burundi 

under the 11th European 

Development Fund (EDF, 

2014-2020): 432€ million 

 

 

 

 

 

Refugee children in Nduta camp spending their morning playing at a child-friendly space.  
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Key messages

 Burundi’s president Pierre Nkurunziza’s bid for a third term in office 

was met with strong opposition and resulted in clashes with police 

and civil unrest in April 2015. His eventual re-election has led to a 

violent climate and a refugee crisis. Nearly 300 000 people have fled 

from Burundi into neighbouring countries. There are no positive 

signs that point to a possible repatriation in the near future. 

 60% of all refugees are children and youths under the age of 18, 

among them a high percentage of unaccompanied minors. 69% of 

the more than 61 000 internally displaced people in Burundi, report 

having left their home for social and political reasons. 

 Administrative restrictions have kept aid agencies from conducting 

independent assessments of humanitarian needs. The economic 

situation in Burundi is deteriorating and has had a significant impact 

on an already fragile population. There are 4.6 million food insecure 

people and malaria has reached its highest levels in five years, with 

5.03 million cases in the first half of 2016. 

•  The European Commission has released €36.2 million in 

humanitarian aid since the start of the crisis. Funds are used to meet 

the basic needs of refugees in the host countries and improve camps 

living conditions through the construction of new shelters, 

classrooms and water and sanitation infrastructure. Health care 

services and hygiene promotion have also been improved. Child 

protection programmes provide safe spaces for children to play, 

socialize and learn. 
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Humanitarian situation and needs 

Background 
Tumultuous events in Burundi over the past decades have triggered multiple refugee waves. In 

1993, the assassination of Burundi’s president sparked the exodus of half a million people. It ignited 

a civil war that claimed 300 000 lives and lasted 12 years. The internationally brokered Arusha 

peace accords put an end to the conflict and heralded a period of relative stability, until recently.  

 

The refugee movement started after the announcement, on 25 April 2015, that incumbent president 

Nkurunziza would run for a third term. One year after his re-election in July 2015, extrajudicial 

killings and human rights abuses continue to be reported. The situation remains fragile, with 

hundreds of new refugees arriving in neighbouring countries every day. 

 

Humanitarian needs 
More than 295 000 Burundians have fled to Tanzania, Rwanda, DRC, and Uganda, where existing 

and new camps have been organised. In Tanzania, the main recipient country, the sudden influx has 

led to overcrowding and overstretched facilities.  

 

Nyarugusu camp in Tanzania, which already hosted 64 000 refugees from DR Congo, was expanded 

to accommodate the new refugees from Burundi and doubled in size before reaching its limit. Other 

settlements at Nduta and Mtendeli continue to take in refugees, but there is a scarcity of shelters, 

classrooms and water. Overcrowding poses protection and health concerns for vulnerable refugees 

in a region where water-related diseases are common. A cholera outbreak in Tanzania claimed 

dozens of lives in June 2015, but was successfully contained thanks to the action of humanitarian 

agencies who set up cholera treatment centres and improved water, sanitation and hygiene 

conditions. 

 

In Burundi, over 61 000 people have been displaced due to violence and natural disasters and 4.6 

million people are food insecure.  

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 

The European Commission is closely monitoring the Burundi crisis and has released €36.2 million in 

humanitarian funding. With these funds humanitarian partners are assisting Burundian refugees in 

camps throughout the region. The refugees rely entirely on assistance to meet their basic needs. In 

addition, some of the funds are allocated to provide protection and assistance to the most 

vulnerable people inside Burundi. 

The Commission’s humanitarian aid is mainly channeled into the construction of weather-proof 

shelters and classrooms, the creation of children-friendly spaces, as well as the provision of food 

assistance, safe water and better sanitation. The Commission's operational partners have adopted 

measures aimed at reducing the risks of violence and abuse in the refugee camps, while providing 

support and protection to victims of violence. 

Example of EU funded projects 

 

With more than 157 000 arrivals since April 2015, 

Tanzania hosts the highest number of Burundian 

refugees in the region. OXFAM is providing potable 

water and sanitation facilities to the refugees in the 

camps while at the same time promoting safe hygiene 

practices. They have also distributed fuel efficient 

stoves. Good hygiene and safe water are of the utmost 

importance to prevent diseases in a congested camp 

setting.  
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