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SOUTH SUDAN, UPPER NILE POPULATION 

DISPLACEMENT - 15.12.2013 – 02.04.2014 
prepared for: 

 

Crisis overview 

 On 15 December 2013, violent 

clashes erupted in South 

Sudan. The violence rapidly 

deteriorated into a full-out 

conflict spreading to the 

eastern states of the country. 

The conflict adopted inter-

ethnic violence, with forces 

from different tribes engaged in 

the violence along traditional 

conflict lines (ACAPS 02/2014). 

 As of 27 March, over one 

million South Sudanese have been displaced by the conflict, including 803,200 

IDPs within South Sudan and 254,600 refugees in neighbouring countries (UNOCHA, 

03/27/2014). There are 4.9 million people in South Sudan in need of assistance and 

3.7 million people at high risk of food insecurity (UNOCHA, 03/2014).  

 In Upper Nile State (UNS) the situation is particularly concerning. The violence has 

restricted humanitarian access, and humanitarian teams and facilities have been 

attacked in the past months. Humanitarian needs are increasing, and upcoming 

rainy season will further complicate the provision of supplies, particularly to remote 

areas. Especially Maban County has been affected, where tension is rising in an 

already stressed situation between host community and refugees, mainly based on 

fighting over natural resources. Influx of IDPs from the current conflict and 

increasing food insecurity are exacerbating the situation.  

 UNS borders Sudan, Ethiopia and is within the most affected states by ongoing 

violence. 

  
Key findings 

 Likely Scope and Scale of the Event: The humanitarian situation is already critical 

in UNS with conflicts over natural resources between host communities and 

refugees, and now also increasing numbers of IDPs. The situation is expected to 

deteriorate as the rainy season approaches, as this will limit humanitarian access 

further. Food insecurity as well as malnutrition rates are expected to increase as the 

region goes into lean season, and lack of funding could result in a very strained 

situation. Congestion in sites can pose a major health risk, and the risk of water-

borne diseases is also likely to increase.  

 Priority for humanitarian assistance in the coming weeks: Food, WASH, health 

and nutrition, shelter and protection. Ensuring that adequate food and supplies are 

in place, as well as site preparations and improvements are necessary ahead of the 

rainy season (UNHCR, 03/21/2014, UNOCHA, 03/27/2014). Diversified livelihood support is 

critical at this point in time to prevent the food and nutrition crisis to worsen 

throughout 2014 and extend into 2015 (FAO, 03/31/2014).  

Need for international 

assistance 

Expected Impact 

Insignificant Minor Moderate Important Major 

Urgent      

Important     x 

Moderate      

Low      

Not required      

Affected groups  Key figures 
  

Resident population 964,353 

Total displaced population 88,500 

Total number of refugees 126,300 

 Total displaced/refugees 214,800 

 Women (all ages) est. 110,784 

(50.8% of refugee pop and 52.7% of displaced pop) 

 Children < 18      est. 116,886 

(59.6% of refugee pop and 47% of displaced pop) 

http://acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/south_sudan_conflict_feb_2014/207
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_Crisis_Situation_Report_29_as_of_27_March_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_Crisis_Situation_Report_29_as_of_27_March_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_South_Sudan_Monthly_Humanitarian_Bulletin_March_2014.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Com/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/801IR8GD/data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php%3fid=928
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_Crisis_Situation_Report_29_as_of_27_March_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FAO%20RoSS%20ex%20brief%2031_3_14.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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 Affected/Vulnerable groups: UNS hosts a large number of IDPs (of which 47% are 

children) as well as the largest number of refugees in the country, of which 81.1% 

are women and children (UNHCR, 03/31/2014). 

Current Situation  

 IDPs and refugees: As of 27 March, there were 88,500 displaced people in UNS, 

the majority hosted in Malakal (21,500), Dethoma (20,000), Renk (20,000), as well 

as a number of smaller IDP settlements in Ulang and Maban (UNOCHA, 03/27/2014). As 

of 26 March, only 22,800 (25.8%) of these were hosted in UNMISS Protection of 

Civilians (PoC) areas, however UMISS is planning a new count of the number of 

IDPs inside this PoC as the numbers have been fluctuating due to heavy fighting 

and change of hands of the town (UNMISS, 03/26/2014). A total of 126,327 refugees are 

hosted in UNS, the majority in refugee camps in Maban (Doro 48,240, Yusuf Batil 

39,751, Kaya 19,269 and Gendrassa 17,630) (UNHCR, 03/31/2014).  

 Tension between host community and refugees in Maban country: The 

situation deteriorated sharply in March, and the youth from Maban have recently 

demanded that refugees are evacuated (Sudan Tribune, 03/30/2014). Recent altercations 

have resulted in fatalities in both groups. Competition over the limited natural 

resources have been present since the refugees arrived, however increased 

tensions have arisen due to the lean season being exacerbated by increased food 

insecurity within South Sudan (UNHCR, 03/21/2014).  

 Flood Risk: There are several IDP sites in UNS that are in 1 in 5 year flood zone, 

including in Malakal, Melut, Renk, Maban and Nasir (UNOCHA, 01/28/2014). 

 Need for international assistance: Currently only 30% of the South Sudan Crisis 

Response Plan is funded (UNOCHA, 04/01/2014). Local capacities, which were strained 

prior the conflict, are increasingly being drained (ECHO, 02/24/2013). 

 Humanitarian and operational constraints: Insecurity and ongoing hostilities 

along the transport routes is challenging the delivery of relief supplies to the refugee 

camps (UNOCHA, 03/2014). As it has not been possible to access many parts of UNS 

by road, the use of airdrops have been essential to ensure the delivery of food 

(FEWSNET, 03/28/2014). Most counties are inaccessible, and the access problem is 

likely to worsen as the rainy season starts in at the end of April (Health Cluster, 

03/27/2014). Fighting continues to disrupt key trade and transportation routes between 

Renk and Malakal, which is drastically reducing food supply inflows to Malakal. In a 

normal year, traders preposition commodity stocks, including agricultural inputs, in 

advance of the April to October rainy season (FEWSNET, 03/28/2014). 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 

 Status and needs of IDPs within UNS who are not hosted within UNMISS PoC. 

 Information about the gender and age distribution of the displaced population. 

 

Access to Essential Services in Host Area 

 WASH: In the UNMISS Malakal PoC, 8.5 litres of water is available per person per 

day (below the ideal standards of 15 litres/person/day). The number of persons per 

latrine currently stands at roughly 100 to 1 (below the emergency standard of 50 to 

1). Close to 2,000 IDPs have been reached through community awareness 

campaigns for hygiene. In Doro camp, all key WASH requirements are currently 

above minimum standards, but it is critical that these standards are maintained as 

rainy season is approaching (IOM, 03/28/2014). 

 Food: A substantial number of IDPs in most parts of UNS do not have access to 

humanitarian assistance and mainly depend on wild foods. Given the current 

overland inaccessibility of most parts of the state, food has been provided by 

airdrops to several remote parts (including Ganyel town and Maban county). 

Partners are working to supply food to UNS through Gambella in Ethiopia. IDPs 

without access to assistance will continue to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food 

insecurity through April and in coming months. Widening food consumption gaps 

due to the impaired humanitarian access, disrupted markets and livelihoods and 

limited access to wild foods because of persistent insecurity are expected for 

populations in conflict-affected areas. Without humanitarian assistance, the number 

of people in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) is expected to increase in the isolated areas 

of Nasir, Baliet, Panyikang, Fashoda and Manyo counties of UNS, particularly during 

the peak lean season from June to August (FEWSNET, 03/28/2014). According to 

UNMISS, unless humanitarians in South Sudan receive the funding they need, 

famine can descend on the country within five months (UNMISS, 03/27/2014). 

 Health: In Malakal PoC, the leading causes of morbidity in March were Upper 

Respiratory Tract infections (28%), Lower Respiratory Tract Infections (19%), 

diarrheal disease (7.7%), malaria (6.3%) and watery diarrhoea (6.23%) (IOM, 

03/28/2014). The Malakal hospital has been looted and destroyed. Furthermore seven 

health facilities in Baliet county have been looted and closed (Health Cluster, 03/20/2014). 

A rapid nutrition assessment undertaken in Malakal PoC in January 2014, showed 

GAM rates of 20.1% and SAM rates of 9.7% in children under the age of five years. 

Among pregnant and lactating women there was a GAM of 30.5% and SAM of 

13.3%, where pregnant women seemed more at risk of developing acute 

malnutrition than lactating women (IMC, 01/28/2014). Delays in the prepositioning of 

medical supplies in UNS can affect pregnant and labouring women (UNFPA, 

03/20/2014). With the onset of rainy season, the number of malaria cases is likely to 

increase and capacity for malaria case diagnosis and management should be 

strengthened (WHO, 03/23/2014). Measles cases are on the rise in Yida refugee camp 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/region.php?id=25&country=251
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Humanitarian%20Snapshot%2027Mar2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/14%20-%2003%20-%2026%20Update%2016.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/region.php?id=25&country=251
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/sudanese-refugees-s-sudan-s-maban-county-face-critical-situation-srra
file:///C:/Users/Com/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/801IR8GD/data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php%3fid=928
http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/files/IDP%20Sites%20in%20flood%20risk%20areas%20as%20of%2028%20Jan%202014_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/funding-shortfall-jeopardizes-aid-operation-help-32-million-people-south-sudan
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/deve/dv/south_sudan_echo_crisis_report_/south_sudan_echo_crisis_report_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_South_Sudan_Monthly_Humanitarian_Bulletin_March_2014.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/special-report/fri-2014-03-28
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Health%20Cluster%20Bulletin%20Issue%20%23%2013%2C%20%2027%20March%202014..pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Health%20Cluster%20Bulletin%20Issue%20%23%2013%2C%20%2027%20March%202014..pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/special-report/fri-2014-03-28
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-South-Sudan-Situation-Report-28-March.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/special-report/fri-2014-03-28
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-could-face-famine-without-funding-srsg-says
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-South-Sudan-Situation-Report-28-March.pdf
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-South-Sudan-Situation-Report-28-March.pdf
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/sitreps/south_sudan_health_cluster_bulletin_20march2014.pdf?ua=1
http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/nutrition-assessment-malakal-county-upper-nile-state-25-27-january-2014_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/unfpa-provides-urgent-relief-flood-victims
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/unfpa-provides-urgent-relief-flood-victims
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Early%20Warning%20and%20Disease%20Surveillance%20Bulletin%20Week%2012%20%281%29.pdf
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(UNICEF, 03/25/2014). The expansion of Malakal PoC is going slowly, and with rains fast 

approaching, congestion in these sites poses major health risks (UNICEF, 03/25/2014). 

 Shelter: In Malakal PoC, 1,650 households have received NFI kits, and the 

prepositioning of 1,000 tents is ongoing. In Melut, the prepositioning of NFIs for 

2,000 households is ongoing (IOM, 03/28/2014). Challenges remain in the 

prepositioning of shelter materials (UNHCR, 03/21/2014). 

 Protection: Currently, IDP women in Nurashin are walking up to three hours to 

fetch water which is exposing them to sexual and gender based violence (UNHCR, 

03/21/2014). Two temporary learning spaces have been established in Malakal PoC, 

providing safe learning environment for 480 children so far (UNICEF, 03/25/2014).  

 

Key Vulnerable Groups 

 Women, particularly pregnant and lactating; children; and elderly, in both refugee, 

IDP and host communities. 

 Among the refugees hosted in UNS, 50.9% of the population are women and 59.6% 

are children under 18 years (UNHCR, 03/31/2014). For the IDP population it is estimated 

that 47% are children (UNICEF, 03/24/2014), there is however no disaggregated data on 

the percentage of female IDPs, however based on figures from South Sudanese 

refugees residing in Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda, it has been estimated that an 

average of 52.7% of the IDP population are women (UNHCR, 03/31/2014). 

 

Potential Aggravating Factors 

 Seasonal information: Rains have started earlier than normal in some areas 

including Malakal. Average to above-average rainfall is forecast for most parts of the 

country, and it is expected that conflict will prevent farmers from carrying out key 

activities, thus disrupting cultivation in many areas (FEWSNET, 03/28/2014). 

 Other vulnerability factors: Sustained conflict near Malakal has disrupted cereal 

trade flows from Sudan (FEWSNET, 03/28/2014). The market in Malakal was 

destroyed by conflict between the government and opposition forces, and as of late 

March, traders had not returned. This market is an important source of food supply 

for the populations in UNS, as they historically are highly market dependent 
(FEWSNET, 03/28/2014).  

 

Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 

 UNS is one of 10 South Sudanese states. As of 2008, the total population of UNS 

was 964,353, of which 54.5% were male and 45.5% were female. 51% of the 

population was under the age of 18. 75% of the population was rural (NBS, 10/2011). 

 UNS is one of the largest states in south Sudan and is made up of 13 counties. The 

capital of the state is Malakal. The main ethnic groups are Nuer, Dinka, Shilluk 

Maban and Koma (NDDRC, 2014) 

 In 2009, 35% of the population had access to improved sources of drinking water, 

(below country average of 55%). 87% of the population did not have access to any 

toilet facilities. 20% of the population used firewood or grass as primary sources of 

lighting while 50% did not have lighting at all. 85% used firewood or charcoal as 

primary fuel for cooking (NBS, 10/2011). 

 In 2009, the infant mortality rate was 82 (per 1,000 live births) and the under-5 

mortality rate was 110 (per 1,000 live birth). Maternal mortality rate was 2,094 (per 

100,000 live births) (NBS, 10/2011). 

 According to the Food Security Monitoring in June 2013, 33% of the population in 

UNS were moderately food insecure, while 5% were severely food insecure, 

compared to 34% and 8% respectively at a national level (WFP, 2013/06). 

 As of July 2013, according to Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) 

measurements, approximately 4.1% of children between 6 and 59 months in UNS 

were acutely malnourished (compared to a national average of 11%), of which 1.5% 

were severely malnourished (WFP, 2013/06). 

 In 2009, 45% of the population above 15 years old was literate, 65% of the 

population between 15 and 24 were literate (NBS, 10/2011). 
 

Response Capacity 

 Local and National Response Capacity: The South Sudan Commission for 

Refugee Affairs (CRA) is the institution mandated by the government to liaise with 

UNHCR and partners for protection of refugees in South Sudan (UNHCR, 03/21/2014). 

Local capacities to deliver basic services in the country were already strained prior 

the crisis are being drained further due to conflict (ECHO, 02/24/2013).  

 International Response Capacity: UN agencies and non-governmental 

organizations together have called for $1.27 billion to meet urgent humanitarian 

needs in South Sudan in the first half of 2014 (FAO, 03/31/2014). The South Sudan 

Crisis Response Plan, which covers January to June 2014, is only 30% funded. 

$232 million is the bare minimum required for the next three months to avoid the 

humanitarian situation deteriorating sharply (UNOCHA, 04/01/2014). 

 

Lessons Learned 

 Ensure that aid is directed at the most vulnerable, whether they are members of 

refugee or host community (ALNAP, 07/2013). From previous experience in UNS, 

focusing on refugees only caused hostility between the two groups (Oxfam, 04/04/2013). 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%2015%20-%2025Mar2014_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%2015%20-%2025Mar2014_0.pdf
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM-South-Sudan-Situation-Report-28-March.pdf
http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/HCR_SouthSudanUpdate_%230022.pdf
http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/HCR_SouthSudanUpdate_%230022.pdf
http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/HCR_SouthSudanUpdate_%230022.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%2015%20-%2025Mar2014_0.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/region.php?id=25&country=251
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/southsudan_72911.html
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/special-report/fri-2014-03-28
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/special-report/fri-2014-03-28
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sud%C3%A1n-del-sur/special-report/fri-2014-03-28
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_71.pdf
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/upper-nile.html
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_71.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_71.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_71.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Com/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/801IR8GD/data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php%3fid=928
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/deve/dv/south_sudan_echo_crisis_report_/south_sudan_echo_crisis_report_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/new-support-tackle-dire-food-security-situation-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/funding-shortfall-jeopardizes-aid-operation-help-32-million-people-south-sudan
http://www.alnap.org/resource/8588.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Upper%20Nile%20Refugee%20Crisis.pdf

