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Briefing Note – 06 August 2014 
South Sudan: Deteriorating 

humanitarian situation 
 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Urgent 

    X 

 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact    X  

 

Crisis Overview 
 

 Violence broke out in Juba on 15 December 2013 between government and 

opposition forces and quickly spread to other locations in South Sudan. Nearly eight 

months later, the situation is still tense, violence is ongoing and the humanitarian 

situation is deteriorating, with high levels of food insecurity and humanitarian 

agencies warning of the possibility of famine. 

 As of 1 August, more than 1.5 million people have been displaced since the outbreak 

of violence. Of these, 1,136,000 people are internally displaced within South Sudan, 

and 435,710 have fled to the neighbouring countries. South Sudan also hosts 

242,239 refugees from other countries.  

 The current rainy season (which runs from June to September) is having a severe 

negative impact on the humanitarian situation, including the spread of diseases 

(cholera is of particular concern), impeding access for humanitarian actors, as well 

as flooding of IDP camps. 

Key Indicator Jonglei  Unity Upper Nile 

Total South 

Sudan  

Resident Population 1,517,114 1,075,051 1,317,002 11,580,689 

Total IDPs in South Sudan 471,100  263,200 177,100 1,136,000* 

Total non-South Sudanese 

Refugees hosted in South 

Sudan 

     2,341   83,912 129,152    242,239** 

% of pop in IPC 4 22% 33% 16% 11% 

% of pop in IPC 3 30% 38% 34% 23% 

*includes IDPs hosted in Lakes, Central Equatoria, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Warrap and Eastern 

Equatoria 

**includes refugees from other countries hosted in Central Equatoria and Western Equatoria 

Sources: UNOCHA 31/07/2014, UNHCR 03/08/2014, IPC 30/04/2014 

Key Findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

 More than 1.5 million people have been displaced by the violence 

since mid-December 2013.  

 The Integrated Food Security Phase Categorization (IPC) has 

predicted that more than 3.9 million people in South Sudan (34% of 

population), would face emergency or crisis levels (IPC Phase 4 or 3) 

of food insecurity between June and August. There are warnings of a 

possible famine. 

 As of 1 August, 5,499 cases of cholera (including 119 deaths) had 

been reported in South Sudan since mid April. The most affected 

states are Eastern and Central Equatoria.  

 The humanitarian situation is not expected to improve. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Food: assistance to those in emergency or crisis levels.  

 Health: Containment of cholera outbreak; medical treatment of the 

affected; adequate safe drinking water to reduce exposure and spread 

of disease; monitoring of the cholera situation. 

 Nutrition: More than 1 million children under the age of five will require 

treatment for acute malnutrition in 2014. An estimated 50,000 children 

are at risk of dying from malnutrition without the adequate 

humanitarian assistance. 

Key 

Vulnerable 

groups 

 More than 1.1 million IDPs 

 Close to 600,000 of the IDPs are children 

 Existing refugees in South Sudan 

Most 

affected 

areas 

 

Jonglei. Unity and Upper Nile are the most affected by the ongoing 

violence and crisis, followed by Lakes and Central Equatoria. As of 31 

July, the situation in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states remained 

tense, with reports of sporadic shooting in Nasir, Upper Nile, and clashes 

and youth mobilisation in parts of Jonglei.  

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

 

Access: Insecurity and rainy season affecting access. Nearly all major 

roads to Unity, Upper Nile, and Jonglei states are closed to traffic, and 

most other areas are passable only for light vehicles. Targeting of aid 

workers: Aid workers targeted and unable to work in certain areas. 

Deteriorating condition of airstrips: Most locations only reachable by 

helicopter. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/South%20Sudan_IPC%20May%202014_Projected_Situation.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis Impact 
 

New and expected displacement 

 As of 1 August, 1,571,710 people have been displaced by the violence in South 

Sudan since mid-December 2013. Of these, 1,136,000 people are internally 

displaced within South Sudan (UNOCHA 31/07/2014) and 435,710 have fled to 

neighbouring countries, including to Ethiopia (183,458), Uganda (120,663), Kenya 

(42,711) and Sudan (88,878) (UNHCR 01/08/2014),  

 As of 31 July, more than 

1.1 million IDPs are hosted 

in the following states 
(Source UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 

 As of 29 July, an estimated 

95,319 IDPs were seeking 

shelter within the following 

ten UN Protection of 

Civilians (PoC) sites: 

31,940 in 3 PoCs in Juba in 

Central Equatoria, 18,108 

in 3 PoC sites (Malakal, 

Melut and Nasser) in 

Upper Nile, 40,574 in 

Bentiu PoC in Unity, 4,123 in Bor PoC in Jonglei, 563 in Wau PoC in Western Bahr 

El Ghazal and 11 in Rumbek Poc in Lakes (UMMISS 01/08/2014). 

 The majority of displacements took place in the first months after the crisis broke 

out. As of January 2014, 739,700 had been internally displaced within South Sudan, 

and then gradually increasing to the current figure of over 1.1 million, a figure which 

has remained stable since June 2014 (UNOCHA 07/2014). As of 31 July, 227,000 

displaced people are estimated to have returned since the beginning of the crisis but 

are still in need of humanitarian assistance (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 

 There are 435,710 South Sudanese who have fled to neighbouring countries since 

the breakout of violence in December 2013. These are currently hosted by: Ethiopia 

(183,458), Uganda (120,663), Kenya (42,711) and Sudan (88,878) (UNHCR 

01/08/2014).  

 According to UNHCR’s regional response plan to the South Sudan crisis, the 

organisation is expecting a total of 715,000 South Sudanese refugees in the 

neighbouring countries by the end of 2014 (UNHCR 09/07/2014). 

 

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected 

 IDPs: There are currently more than 1.1 million IDPs in need of humanitarian 

assistance.  

 Children: UNICEF has estimated that out of the total number of IDPs, 588,222 are 

children (51.8%) (UNICEF 29/07/2014).  

 Refugees inside South Sudan: As of 3 August, there were 242,239 refugees hosted 

in South Sudan, of which 88.9% are hosted in the three most affected states of 

Upper Nile 129,152), Unity (83,912) and Jonglei (2,341). The remaining are hosted 

in Central Equatoria (17,740) and Western Equatoria (9,094) (UNHCR 03/08/2014). 

 

Most affected areas 

 Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states are the most affected by the ongoing violence 

and humanitarian crisis in South Sudan, followed by Lakes and Central Equatoria. 

Eastern Equatoria, Warrap, and Western Bahr el Ghazal, which are also affected, 

but to a lesser degree. The ongoing violence and displacement is seen to have less 

effect on the remaining states of Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Western Equatoria. 

As of 31 July, the situation in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states remained tense, 

with reports of sporadic shooting in Nasir, Upper Nile, and clashes and youth 

mobilisation in parts of Jonglei (UNOCHA 31/07/2014).  

 

Impact on access to essential services 

 

Food 

 Food security outlook: In May 2014, the Integrated Food Security Phase 

Categorization (IPC) forecasted that between June and August, more than 3.9 

million people in South Sudan, 34% of the total population, would face emergency 

(IPC Phase 4) or crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of food insecurity. 2.2 million of these 

people live in the three most affected states of Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity. Based 

on the percentages of households in emergency (phase 4), the following counties 

will need to be carefully monitored: Uror, Nyirol and Ayod counties in Jonglei and 

Panyijar, Leer and Mayendit counties in Unity State. Geographically, many of these 

counties are located in the interior of their respective states and potentially suffer 

from serious access constraints and hence restricted population movements (IPC 

30/04/2014) 

 Possible famine: On 31 July, FAO warned of possible famine due to a funding 

shortfall (FAO 31/07/2014). The IPC definition of a famine includes: Crude Death Rate 

(CDR) above 2/10,000/day, GAM above 30% and near complete Food Consumption 

gap for more than 20% of the population (IPC 03/2012). 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/14-08-Update%2034.pdf
http://www.unocha.org/south-sudan/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
file:///C:/Users/New/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/MTSKE5AW/data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php%3fid=1143
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/South%20Sudan_IPC%20May%202014_Projected_Situation.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/South%20Sudan_IPC%20May%202014_Projected_Situation.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/food-insecurity-continues-deepen-south-sudan-funds-dry
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Famine_Def_Meas.pdf
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 Markets: Markets remain severely disrupted in Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei State 

since the outbreak of conflict in mid-December 2013 (FEWS 30/07/2014).  

 Prices: In conflict affected areas where market activities are ongoing, food is scarce 

and prices are extremely high, between 75-150% higher than respective 2013 levels 

in some areas (FEWS 30/07/2014). Sorghum prices were exceptionally high in the 

conflict-affected areas of Unity, Upper Nile, and Jonglei States, but were stable or 

declining elsewhere (including greater Equatoria) with the start of the June to August 

harvest (FEWS 31/07/2014). 

 

Health 

 Cholera: As of 1 August, a total of 5,499 cases of cholera including 119 deaths have 

been reported since April 23, with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 2.2%. Of the total 

reported cases, 38.8% (2,136 cases including 39 deaths) were reported in Juba 

(Central Equatoria) (WHO 01/08/2014). To date, Torit County in Eastern Equatoria State 

has the highest proportion of population affected (1.2%) (UNICEF 29/07/2014), and as 

of 1 August, Torit Hospital had reported 1,293 cases and 16 deaths (WHO 01/08/2014). 

The table enclosed shows the 

cholera cases that have been 

reported in the five affected states 

between 23 April and 1 August per 

state (Source WHO 01/08/2014). 

 Several aspects are having an 

impact on the outbreak of cholera 

in South Sudan: 

o Onset of rainy season: There is a concern that the epidemic may escalate across 

the country with the onset of the rainy season, as stagnant floodwaters provide the 

perfect conditions for the rapid spread of cholera (IFRC 30/07/2014). The ongoing 

heavy rains wash the faeces into drinking water sources, thus completing the oral-

faecal transmission and allowing communicable diseases like cholera to spread 
(MSF 30/07/2014). 

o Continued insecurity impacting access to treatment: The continued fighting 

combined with the heavy rains, which usually make roads impassable across 

South Sudan this time of year, may hinder efforts to get support and life-saving 

drugs to those who desperately need them (IFRC 30/07/2014). Continual insecurity is 

also barring people from seeking timely medical help as they are living in fear (MSF 

30/07/2014).  

o Insecurity impacting early detection and reporting: Early detection and reporting of 

possible cases from additional counties is a challenge due to insecurity and 

displacement of health workers in many locations in Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity 

states (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). Early detection and prevention of new cases in Eastern 

Equatoria remains a challenge because many communities are living in remote 

areas that are far from health units and social mobilisation activities (UNOCHA 

31/07/2014). 

o Food insecurity and malnutrition: The prevalent food insecurity situation in Upper 

Nile and resultant malnutrition makes the population even more susceptible to 

infectious diseases such as cholera as their immunities are weak and they can 

easily succumb to death (MSF 30/07/2014).  

 Health related mortality rates: Since the onset of the crisis, 995 deaths have been 

reported from IDP sites, of which 51% (507) are children under 5 years old. The 

majority of the deaths occurred in Tongping (Juba), Bentiu, Malakal and Bor, and 

the main causes were Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD), measles, severe pneumonia 

and malnutrition. However during the last week of July (week 30), under-5 and Crude 

Mortality Rate (CMR) were below emergency thresholds for the 4 camps that 

submitted mortality data (WHO 02/08/2014). Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI), AWD 

and malaria continue to account for the highest proportion of the disease burden 

among IDPs during the last week of July (week 30). ARI had the highest 

proportionate morbidity and incidence. The proportionate morbidity for malaria, 

AWD and acute bloody diarrhoea (ABD) increased in week 30 as opposed the 

previous week (WHO 02/08/2014).  

 Malaria: There is a lack of medical supplies to detect and treat malaria (UNOCHA 

24/07/2014). 

 Other Diseases: In Bentiu PoC, 11 cases of measles have been reported, of which 

73% are in children under the age of one. There is an urgent need to conduct a 

measles vaccination campaign targeting children from 6 months to 15 years (UNICEF 

29/07/2014). Two new cases of Hepatitis E were reported during the last week of July, 

bringing the total number of cases in Mingkaman (Lakes State) to 67 with 4 deaths 

(WHO 02/08/2014). 4 new Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases were identified during 

the last week of July, bringing the cumulative total to 143 since January 2014. The 

cases were reported from Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei and Northern Bahr El Ghazal 

states (WHO 02/08/2014). 

 Condition of health facilities: As of 2 August, 127 health facilities are damaged and 

1,350 are functioning (WHO 02/08/2014). 

 Other health related issues: In some areas, insecurity has led to looting of supplies 

and medicines and damage to facilities (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). In mid-July, delays in the 

release of quarterly medical supplies for all county health facilities may have 

significantly affected prepositioning of essential supplies ahead of flooding (UNOCHA 

17/07/2014). There are still delays in county-level health facilities receiving their 

quarterly supply and next quantity of antimalarial medicine (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Monthly%20Market%20Update%20July%202014%2007302014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Monthly%20Market%20Update%20July%202014%2007302014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MONTHLY_PRICE_WATCH_ANNEX_JULY2014_v0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2077%20%201%20August%202014%20on%20the%20Cholera%20Outbreak%20in%20South%20Sudan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2077%20%201%20August%202014%20on%20the%20Cholera%20Outbreak%20in%20South%20Sudan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2077%20%201%20August%202014%20on%20the%20Cholera%20Outbreak%20in%20South%20Sudan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/rains-food-crisis-and-continuing-conflict-south-sudan-battles-cholera-outbreak
http://www.msf.org/article/cholera-claiming-lives-upper-nile-state-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/rains-food-crisis-and-continuing-conflict-south-sudan-battles-cholera-outbreak
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/cholera-claiming-lives-upper-nile-state-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/cholera-claiming-lives-upper-nile-state-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/cholera-claiming-lives-upper-nile-state-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%2C%20WHO%20South%20Sudan%20Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2033%2C%2026%20July%20-%2002%20August%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%2C%20WHO%20South%20Sudan%20Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2033%2C%2026%20July%20-%2002%20August%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%2C%20WHO%20South%20Sudan%20Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2033%2C%2026%20July%20-%2002%20August%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%2C%20WHO%20South%20Sudan%20Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2033%2C%2026%20July%20-%2002%20August%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%2C%20WHO%20South%20Sudan%20Situation%20Report%20Issue%20%23%2033%2C%2026%20July%20-%2002%20August%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20SitRep%2045.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20SitRep%2045.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
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Nutrition 

 More than 1 million children under the age of five will require treatment for acute 

malnutrition in 2014, and if adequate humanitarian assistance is not provided 

UNICEF predicts that 50,000 children could die from malnutrition in 2014 (UNICEF 

29/07/2014).  

 Between January and 29 July 2014, 627,140 children have been MUAC screened 

across the country. Among these, 6.8% were identified as suffering from SAM and 

12.7% from GAM (UNICEF 29/07/2014). 

 Bentiu (Unity State): The nutrition situation in Bentiu is of concern. Partners have 

increased nutrition and medical screening at the entry gate and additional outpatient 

therapy sites are established, but their capacity is quickly being exceeded (UNOCHA 

24/07/2014). In Bentiu PoC site, MUAC screening (6,269 children 6 to 59 months) 

showed SAM rate of 7 % and GAM rate of 20.3% (UNICEF 29/07/2014). 
 

WASH 

 Lack of clean and safe drinking water is a common problem. In Wau Shilluk (Upper 

Nile), an area with an estimated population of 50,000 people, IDPs have been forced 

to use unprotected surface water and most people undertake open defecation given 

the extremely low number of latrines (MSF 30/07/2014). 

 Flooding in Bentiu has affected PoCs 2,3 and 4 heavily, with collapsing or 

submerging of latrines (UNICEF 29/07/2014). 

 Funding is needed to scale up (pre-positioning of pipeline supplies and increased 

front line services) activities in order to mitigate against cholera and other potential 

water borne disease outbreaks and ensure continuation of services in PoCs and 

other major settlements where SPHERE standards are not yet met. Qualified WASH 

personnel are needed on the ground (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). 

 It has been a challenge to scale up latrine coverage in many locations due to the 

incidence of latrine decommissioning, especially in flooded areas (UNOCHA 

31/07/2014). 
 

Shelter 

 General issues: With more heavy rains expected in the coming months, improving 

drainage systems in PoC sites is a priority. Even as new PoC sites are established, 

sites are still congested and funding and additional land will be needed to extend 

them (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). Response in PoCs remains slow in some areas due to site 

and ground works that need to complete before full shelter response can start. 

However, assistance is being provided to vulnerable households while they wait to 

relocate to improved sites, and some progress is underway on relocations where 

sites are nearing completion (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 

 Bentiu (Unity): As a result of heavy and intense rains, large areas of the Bentiu PoCs 

were under 20-30 cm of water. Families that were most affected are being relocated 

to drier areas, reducing space for other facilities (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). A land 

requisition document has been drafted by the Bentiu site management team to 

expedite approval of additional land to expand the site and reduce congestion. The 

document is to be discussed by the clusters at Juba level (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). 

 Malakal (Upper Nile): As of 31 July, a new site development in Malakal was 95% 

complete, with 21 of 23 communal latrines finished and 43 of 44 bathing facilities 

finished (UNOCHA 31/07/2014) 

 Mingkaman (Lakes): Relocations have been slower than expected and partners are 

revisiting their strategy and conducting focus group discussions and intentions 

surveys to better understand the situation and expedite the relocation. Flooding is 

likely to increase in August and September (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 
 

Protection 

 Gender Based Violence (GBV): According to a rapid GBV assessment conducted in 

Malakal in May, 90% of the respondents reported that they were aware of incidents 

of rape, with latrines identified as areas of particular risk (UNICEF 29/07/2014). Limited 

support options for GBV survivors remain a challenge in all PoCs and displacement 

sites, where there are insufficient services in psychosocial support and case 

management. For example, two national NGOs in Mingkaman stopped operations 

because of low funding, which will have a heavy negative impact on GBV response 
(UNOCHA 24/07/2014). 

 Unaccompanied children: Since the start of the violence in December 2013, 4,750 

unaccompanied and separated children have been identified. Of these, 7% have 

been reunited with their families (far below the minimum standard of 90%) (UNICEF 

29/07/2014).  

 Psychosocial support: In Bor, humanitarian workers have highlighted the need for 

psychosocial support in the displaced community, noting negative coping 

mechanisms such as alcohol abuse (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). New movements of people 

affected by conflict resulted in large concentrations of people in hard to reach areas 

with no services, including unaccompanied and separated children with 

psychosocial support needs. This increases the risk of children being associated 

with armed forces and armed groups (UNOCHA 24/07/2014).  
 

Education 

 Schools closed: As of 3 July, 83 schools were occupied (46 by IDPs, 33 by armed 

forces and 4 status unknown), and around 1,188 schools in conflict areas were 

closed (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). There is a high number of children and adolescents who 

remain out of school due to displacement, the closure of schools, looting or 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://www.msf.org/article/cholera-claiming-lives-upper-nile-state-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
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destruction of materials and absence of education officials including teachers 
(UNOCHA 24/07/2014). 

 Lack of teacher payments: Lack of teacher payments continues to disrupt education 

services with teachers refusing to work unless they get paid (UNICEF 29/07/2014).  
 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

 Insecurity affecting humanitarian assistance: Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei states 

have been particularly hard to access due to fighting and the rainy season, which 

has made many roads impassable (IRIN 31/07/2014). The prevailing security situation 

in Unity and Upper Nile states continued to disrupt the delivery of needed materials 

(NFIs, fuel, spare parts, lubricants, construction items, etc.) from Juba (UNOCHA 

24/07/2014). In mid-July, clashes disrupted humanitarian assistance to 37,000 people 

in Guit and Nhialdu, near Bentiu in Unity State (UNOCHA 17/07/2014). In Nhialdu, Unity 

State, one organisation suspended emergency livelihood kit distributions, due to 

insecurity (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). 

 Rainy season affecting access: Heavy rains continued to delay the team in Ganyiel 

in Panyijar County, Unity State, distributing assistance to some 52,000 people 

(UNOCHA 31/07/2014).  

 Road access: As of 1 August, nearly all major roads to Unity, Upper Nile, and Jonglei 

states remained closed to traffic, and most other areas are passable only for light 

vehicles (SS Log Cluster 01/08/2014). 

 Deteriorating condition of airstrips: Due to the deteriorating conditions of airstrips, 

most locations are only reachable by helicopter which can carry a maximum of two 

MT of cargo per rotation. This impacts the amount of humanitarian supplies that can 

be delivered on a daily basis (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). As of 29 July, the Bentiu airstrip 

was still closed pending maintenance. This is delaying the deployment of an aircraft 

scheduled to deliver 10 MT food daily to Bentiu (WFP 29/07/2014). According to an 

assessment report of the Bentiu airstrip, maintenance work is scheduled to be 

carried out pending arrival of additional dry soil and dry weather (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 

 Looting: 4,600 MT of food were recently looted, enough to feed a population of 

275,000 per month (IRIN 31/07/2014). 

 Security of humanitarian workers: On 4 August, a South Sudanese aid worker was 

killed in Maban county, Upper Nile state (UN 04/08/2014). The gunmen killed the aid 

worker after they, according to UNMISS, demanded to know the ethnicity of the staff 

members (AFP 04/08/2014). Aid workers have been killed and thousands of national 

staff are unable to work in many areas due to fear of being targeted, which is 

significantly undermining the humanitarian response (SS NGOs 05/2014). 

 Mines: Mine action partners were refused access by armed forces in some areas of 

Upper Nile and Unity states (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). 

Potential Aggravating Factors 
 

Rainy season is currently affecting South Sudan, which runs June through September, 

and flooding is most common in August through October (HEWS, 2014).  
 

Contextual Information  
 

Drivers of the Current Conflict 

Conflict broke out in Juba, the capital of South Sudan, on 15 December 2013 and 

quickly spread to several other states (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). The conflict started as a 

political power struggle within the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), the 

ruling party, but soon took on an ethnic character, placing the country’s two largest 

communities against each other: The current South Sudanese Preseident Salva Kiir 

Mayardit’s Dinka tribe, the largest in South Sudan, versus the Nuer tribe of Mr Riek 

Machar, the former Vice President of South Sudan (The Economist 04/01/2014). Within 

weeks, thousands of people had been killed or wounded in the violence, and hundreds 

of thousands displaced from their homes. Despite the signing of a “cessation of 

hostilities” agreement on 23 January 2014 and a recommitment to the peace process 

on 9 May, fighting between government and opposition forces has continued, especially 

in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states (UNOCHA 24/07/2014).  
 

Relevant Stakeholders 

 The Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) is the army of the Republic of South 

Sudan, and was founded as a rebel group in 1983 (Sudan Tribune, 16/05/2012). Following 

the independence of South Sudan in 2011, the SPLA became the regular army of 

the new Republic of South Sudan. In 2005, the current South Sudanese president 

Salva Kiir Mayardit was named the new Commander-in-Chief of SPLA (Small Arms 

Survey, 2010/11).  

 The “Anti-Governmental Forces” (the opposition) can be categorised into a 

number of inter-connected groups including (HSBA 01/04/2014): 

o The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-in-Opposition (SPLM-IO) under 

the leadership of Riek Machar, the former Vice President of South Sudan (from 

independence in 2011 until dismissal in 2013) (AllAfrica 23/01/2014). 

o The wider Nuer political class in exile.  

o The military commanders of Greater Upper Nile who have declared allegiance 

to Machar and the military forces they command. 

o The Nuer ‘white army’ community forces of Greater Upper Nile. 

o The senior members of the SPLM who were or are detained by the government 

on suspicion of plotting a coup.  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20%2333%20-%2029July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/briefing-south-sudan-heads-towards-famine
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20SitRep%2045.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/lc_ss_774_currentroadclosures_20140001.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20situation%20report%20%2337%2C%2029%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/briefing-south-sudan-heads-towards-famine
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/press%20statement_aid%20worker%20killed%20in%20Bunj.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-fighting-rages-peace-talks-resume
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/seven-steps-position-note-for-oslo-conference1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://www.hewsweb.org/countries/default.asp?c=728
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21592637-despite-desperate-peacemaking-efforts-outlook-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article42614
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/HSBA-SWP-23-SPLA-Transformation-2006-10-and-Beyond.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/HSBA-SWP-23-SPLA-Transformation-2006-10-and-Beyond.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/fileadmin/docs/facts-figures/south-sudan/HSBA-SPLM-IO-May-2014.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201401240219.html
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Past Conflicts or Displacement 

 Prior to the outbreak of violence in late 2013, a total of 130,031 South Sudanese 

refugees were hosted in the neighbouring countries of Ethiopia (62,528), Kenya 

(45,239) and Uganda (22,264) (UNHCR 01/08/2014). 

 As of 3 August there were 242,239 refugees hosted in South Sudan, of which 91.1% 

(220,579) are from Sudan, and the remaining are from the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (14,628), Ethiopia (5,158) and Central African Republic (1,874) (UNHCR 

03/08/2014). 
 

Response Capacity 
 

Local and National Response Capacity 

The South Sudan Commission for Refugee Affairs (CRA) is the institution mandated by 

the government to liaise with UNHCR and partners for protection of refugees in South 

Sudan (UNHCR, 03/21/2014). 

 

International Response Capacity 

South Sudan’s Crisis Response Plan, appeals for US $1.8 billion to address the 

minimum aid effort required to prevent a catastrophic deterioration of the humanitarian 

situation within South Sudan (UNOCHA 24/07/2014). As of 31 July, the Crisis Response 

Plan was 50% funded. More than 80% of contributions towards the Crisis Response 

Plan have so far been provided by 10 donors, and the top two donors, the UK and the 

US together represent more than half of total contributions (UNOCHA 31/07/2014). 
 

Population Coping Mechanisms 

Over five decades of conflict, as part of their basic survival strategy, much of the South 

Sudanese population has become highly mobile, with families often splitting up in the 

process. Survival strategies are diverse and often long-term and have a considerable 

impact on social structures (IDMC 2013/07). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 
 

 More detailed information about the humanitarian needs of IDPs residing outside of 

IDP sites 

 Information on humanitarian situation in areas where there is limited/no 

humanitarian access due to insecurity 

 

Lessons Learned 
 

 In 2012, the number of returnees was half of that expected. The reasons may include 

a lack of government-organised returns, insecurity along the Sudan-South Sudan 

border, closure of most entry points into South Sudan and slow progress on the 

creation of appropriate conditions for sustainable return (e.g. reintegration support 

and land allocation issues), or a natural slowdown in returns (UNOCHA 2012). 

 The low baseline of healthcare is compounded by violence and displacement in 

some areas and poor road networks throughout the country that prevent people from 

accessing already limited health services. Displaced populations are at a higher risk 

of contracting communicable diseases due to poor sanitation, shortage of water, 

crowdedness and poor immunity (Health Cluster 2013). 

 Most communities in South Sudan live with extremely low WASH standards and 

limited WASH infrastructure, and therefore have little capacity to cope with the 

consequences of displacements from conflict and natural disasters (WASH Cluster 

2011). 

 

  

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251
file:///C:/Users/New/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/MTSKE5AW/data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php%3fid=928
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/880744c7-d682-42f8-9f94-a3e8d609ab39.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%2047%20%28as%20of%2031%20July%202014%29.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/africa/south-sudan/2013/a-comprehensive-response-to-internal-displacement-is-crucial/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Consolidated%20Appeal%202013_0.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/SouthSudan/South_Sudan_CAP_2014_2016/SOUTH%20SUDAN%20CAP%202014_2016r.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/cap/cap_2012_south_sudan.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/cap/cap_2012_south_sudan.pdf
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Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 
 

The following table provides an overview of the key characteristics for the entire country of South Sudan, as well as a breakdown per state of the five most affected states, 

namely Upper Nile, Unity, Jonglei, Lakes and Central Equatoria.  

 

Key Indicators 

South Sudan (entire 

country)*  Upper Nile State  Unity State  Jonglei State Lakes State 

Central Equatoria 

State 

Total population in State**  

 

11,580,689 1,317,002 1,075,051 1,517,114 1,141,686 1,526,608 

% of population in rural areas 

 

83% 75%  70%  91%  91% 65% 

Gender distribution of pop 

Age distribution of pop 

51.9% M, 48.1% F 

51% < 18 years 

54.5% M, 45.5% F  

51% < 18 years  

51.3% M, 48.7% F 

55% < 18 years  

54.1% M, 45.9% F 

51% < 18 years  

52.6% M, 47.4% F 

50% < 18 years 

52.7% M, 47.3% F 

49% < 18 years 

State Capital  Malakal Bentiu Bor Rumbek Juba 

Main ethnic groups Dinka 35.8%, Nuer 

15.6%, Shilluk/ 

Anuaks/Lvos 8.9%, 

Azandes 8.4%, Baris 

8.3%, Lotukos 4.8%, 

Arabs 3.1%,  

others 15.1% 

Nuer, Dinka, Shilluk 

Maban and Koma  

Nuer and Dinka  Nuer, Dinka, Anyuak, 

Murle, Kachipo and 

Jieh  

Agar, Gok, Jur Beli, 

Atot, Ciec and Alab 

Bari, Mundari, 

Nyangwara, Pojulu, 

Kakwa, Kuku, Keliko, 

Baka, Avukaya, Adio, 

Lugwara, Lulubo, and 

Lokoya 

Main WASH figures 

Access improved drinking source:  

No access to toilet facilities: 

 

55% 

80% 

 

35%  

87%  

 

54%  

 89%  

 

67%  

91% 

 

71% 

94% 

 

51% 

53% 

Main health figures 

Infant Mortality: 

U-5 Mortality: 

Maternal Mortality: 

 

102/1,000 live births  

135/1,000 live births 

2,054/100,000 live 

births 

 

82/1,000 live births  

110/1,000 live births 

2,094/100,000 live 

births  

 

64/1,000 live births  

82 /1,000 live births 

1,732 /100,000 live 

births  

 

74/1,000 live births  

108 /1,000 live births 

1,861/100,000 live 

births 

 

90/1,000 live births  

 114/1,000 live births 

2,243 /100,000 live 

births 

 

107/1,000 live births  

 141/1,000 live births 

1,867 /100,000 live 

births 

Food Insecurity (FI) 

June 2013  

34% moderately FI 

8% severely FI 

33% moderately FI 

5% severel FI  

46% moderately FI 

16% severely FI 

47% moderately FI 

8% severely FI 

32% moderately FI 

15% severely FI 

25% moderately FI 

4% severely FI 

Nutrition levels (July 2013) 

(MUAC of 6-59 months) 

10.7% acutely 

1.8% severely 

4.1% acutely  

1.5% severely 

16.3% acutely  

5.2% severely  

21.1% acutely  

3.8% severely  

14.3 acutely 

1.9% severely 

4.7% acutely 

1.6% severely 

Literacy rates (2009) 

15 years and up:  

15-24 years: 

 

27% literate 

40% literate 

 

45% literate  

65% literate  

 

26% literate 

44% literate  

 

16% literate 

25% literate  

 

18% literate 

30% literate 

 

44% literate 

 55% literate 

*Includes data from all 10 States of South Sudan **IPC figures (IPC, 2014) 

Key sources: (WFP 06/2013), South Sudan: (NBS 04/2009, NBS 08/02/2011, Gulf/2000 Project 2013) Upper Nile: (NBS 10/2011, NDDRC 2014), Unity: (NBS 10/2011, NDDRC 2014) and Jonglei: (NBS 10/2011, NDDRC 

2014), Lakes: (NBS 10/2011, NDDRC 2014), Central Equatoria: (NBS 10/2011, NDDRC 2014)  

http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/South%20Sudan_IPC%20May%202014_Projected_Situation.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp259082.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/Sudan%20Census%20Priority%20Results%20English%2008%20April%202009.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://gulf2000.columbia.edu/images/maps/South_Sudan_Ethnic_lg.png
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_71.pdf
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/upper-nile.html
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_73.pdf
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/unity.html
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_72.pdf
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/jonglei.html
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/jonglei.html
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_84.pdf
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/lakes.html
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_92.pdf
http://www.ssddrc.org/states/central-equatoria.html

