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Key Findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

An estimated 850,000 people have been displaced in the two 
months since the start of Islamic State’s (IS) ‘Ramadan offensive’, 
bringing the total displaced since the start of the year to 1.4 million. 
An unknown number of civilians are affected by conflict and the 
breakdown of public services. The situation is expected to 
deteriorate as fighting and human rights violations persist. 

Most affected 

areas 

Intense conflict has been reported from Ninewa, Kirkuk, Salah al 
Din, and Diyala. IDPs have been dispersed to 17 of Iraq’s 18 
governorates (al Muthanna excepted), with the largest numbers 
residing in Anbar, Dohuk, Ninewa, and Erbil.  

Priorities  

for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 In light of the unfolding humanitarian emergency, WASH, 
Health and Food assistance to IDPs stranded in Jebel Sinjar is 
a top priority and may require airdrops. Civilians trapped in 
conflict-affected areas and whose access to basic services, 
food and other commodities is curtailed are in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance. 

 Vaccination campaigns and WASH interventions to prevent 
further spread of communicable diseases. 

 Negotiations for safe passage of IDPs and establishment of 
safe areas, particularly for those at risk of sectarian violence. 

 Emergency repairs to critical water and electricity infrastructure.  

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Threats by both insurgents and military operations are significantly 
hampering national and international NGOs’ operations outside the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). Civilians in Anbar (Falluja, Ramadi, 
Al Qaim, Ana, Rawa, Rutba), Ninewa (Mosul and surrounding 
areas), Salah al Din and Diyala are particularly hard to reach. 
Several key supply routes have been blocked.  

 

Key highlights (25 July – 7 August) 

1. August has seen significant deterioration in the humanitarian situation. An 
estimated 200,000 individuals may have been displaced from recent fighting in 
Sinjar and surrounding areas, and as many as 35-50,000 IDPs could be trapped 
in Jebel Sinjar in extremely urgent need of humanitarian assistance: tens of 
children are reported to have died from dehydration. 

2. Conflict affected areas face a breakdown of basic services, affecting an estimated 
5 million people. Many qualified health, teaching and technical staff have fled and 
items such as spare parts, medicines and vaccines are in short supply. 
International humanitarian organisations are mostly unable to reach those 
trapped in contested areas and information on the current situation is extremely 
limited. 

3. Fighting between IS and Kurdish Peshmerga is currently concentrated around 
Mosul dam, Iraq's largest hydroelectric facility. If maintenance of the critically 
unstable dam is disrupted, the dam could be breached, leading to massive 
flooding. IS’ takeover of the dam could disrupt electricity supply to large parts of 
the country, including Baghdad. 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Important Major 

Expected impact    X  

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Important Urgent 

   X  

http://www.acaps.org/
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Conflict Drivers 
 

 IS’s lightning advance through large swathes of northern and central Iraq in 

June culminated in its declaration of a Sunni Islamic caliphate, by the first day of 

Ramadan, across parts of Syria and Iraq.  

 The government has launched a counteroffensive in the aim of containing the 

threat posed by IS, and restoring Iraq’s territorial integrity. 

 The mobilisation of Shi’ites across Baghdad and the country’s southeast, as 

well as interconfessional killings, exacerbate the risks of a return to sectarian 

conflict. Some 20,000 Iraqi Shi’ite militiamen have reportedly been mobilised and 

deployed, many officially under government (ISF) control, in an arc stretching 

from Samarra through Baghdad and southwards. (Reuters 03/08/14 ICG 01/07/14, 

Washington Post 11/06/14, ISW 11/06/14). 

 The ongoing civil war in Syria, with which Iraq shares a porous border, 

continues to destabilise the region, and Iraq, by attracting a surge in weapons, 

funding, and jihadist extremism. Over 200,000 Syrians have sought refuge in Iraq, 

particularly KR-I, since the civil war began in 2011. IS’ consolidation in Iraq 

comes amid a renewal of its offensive in Syria against both regime and opposition 

forces especially in the northeast and Deir az Zor. (SyriaDeeply 30/07/14 LWJ 03/08/14 

UNHCR 15/07/14). 

 Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki’s perceived alienation of Sunni Arabs and Sunni 

Kurds is argued to have fuelled the current crisis, compounding deepening 

resentment among Sunnis, Shi’ites and Kurds, and strengthening the centrifugal 

forces that threaten to divide Iraq. Many of the Sunni tribes, including the Dulaim 

– Iraq’s largest – have been opposing Prime Minister Maliki with little prospect of 

conciliation. Without a more inclusive post-election coalition government, which 

has yet to be agreed, a sustainable long-term solution is unlikely (ICG 14/06/13, 

Brookings 14/06/14, Foreign Affairs 18/06/14 EIU 04/08/14). 
 

For more information on stakeholders, see this series’ report dated 24 July 

2014. 

 

Conflict and Political Developments 
 

 Armed with tanks, armoured vehicles, anti-aircraft guns and assorted heavy 

weaponry seized from ISF, IS and its battlefield allies have been pressing forward 

in their offensive, especially along locations straddling the Euphrates and Tigris 

rivers. 

 

Conflict snapshot as of 7 August 2014  

 

IS vs. Peshmerga 

 IS has also been ramping up its offensive against Kurdish-held areas in both Iraq 

and Syria, areas which offer control over strategic resources or axes of 

movement between Syria and Iraq. IS- and Kurdish-controlled areas share 

roughly 1,000 km of border, with the city of Mosul lying prominently in between 
(SyriaDeeply 30/07/14). 

 The Kurdish Peshmerga, already overstretched, faced their first major setback 

when they lost control of the towns Sinjar, Wana and Zumar to IS at the start of 

August. Sinjar, home to a significant Yazidi community, had recently become the 

refuge of thousands of Yazidis and Shi’ites fleeing nearby Tel Afar; upon arrival, 

IS reportedly detonated Yazidi and Shi’ite shrines and demanded that residents 

convert or die. Wana’s capture put IS within striking distance of Iraq’s largest 

hydroelectric dam, which it promptly moved in on. Zumar’s nearby oilfields and 

refinery – crucially, the Kurdish export pipeline runs through this area to Turkey – 

have also fallen into IS’ hands. According to the UN, over 200,000 additional 

individuals are thought to have been displaced towards Jebel Sinjar (Sinjar 

http://in.mobile.reuters.com/article/idINKBN0G30K020140803?irpc=932
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/crisiswatch-n-131-1-july-2014
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2014/06/11/how-isis-leader-abu-bakr-al-baghdadi-became-the-worlds-most-powerful-jihadi-leader/
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/islamic-state-iraq-and-al-sham-captures-mosul-and-advances-toward-baghdad
http://www.syriadeeply.org/articles/2014/07/5870/isis-dominates-eastern-syria-eyes-key-regime-bases/
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/islamic_state_takes.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/iraq-iran-gulf/iraq/144-make-or-break-iraq-s-sunnis-and-the-state.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/up-front/posts/2014/06/14-iraq-military-situation-pollack?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=JUNE%2016%202014
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141579/omar-al-nidawi/how-maliki-lost-iraq
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=832117467&Country=Iraq&topic=Politics
http://acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/briefing_note_humanitarian_implications_of_violence_in_northern_and_central_iraq_24_jul_2014/258
http://acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/briefing_note_humanitarian_implications_of_violence_in_northern_and_central_iraq_24_jul_2014/258
http://www.syriadeeply.org/articles/2014/07/5870/isis-dominates-eastern-syria-eyes-key-regime-bases/
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mountain), Dohuk, Syria and Ninewa governorate. (WashingtonPost 03/08/14 LWJ 

03/08/14 ISW 04/08/14 Rudaw 03/08/14 OCHA 04/08/14). 

 Backed by ISF aerial bombardments unprecedentedly approved by Prime 

Minister Maliki, Peshmerga have reportedly engaged in heavy fighting against IS 

in Mosul and surrounding areas in what appears to be a serious counteroffensive. 

According to unconfirmed reports, Peshmerga is attempting to retake parts of 

Mosul dam and Sinjar (ISW 05/08/14 Reuters 04/08/14 ISW 04/08/14 Rudaw 06/08/14). 
 

IS vs. Iraqi government/ISF and Shi’ite militia 

 The critical oil refinery in Baiji, Salah al Din governorate, remains heavily 

contested, as is Haditha in Anbar, where a strategic dam offers control over 

sections of the Euphrates and ISF has allied with local tribes such as the Jighaifa 

in repelling IS. In parallel with attempts to take Baiji, IS has reportedly targeted 

five power lines carrying electricity to Baghdad  (ISW  05/08/14 Aljazeera 13/07/14 ISW 

01/08/14 ISW 25/07/14 EIU 04/08/14) 

 IS unsuccessfully resumed attempts to take Hamrin dam near Saadiya and 

Baquba. The dam for now remains under government control (ISW 28/07/14). 

 The main thrust of IS’ southwards kinetic offensive has so far stalled just north of 

Baghdad, particularly around Samarra city, which continues to be fiercely 

defended by ISF and Shi’ite militia (particularly the Sadrist Peace Brigades), 

although IS maintains an operational presence in and around the capital as well, 

attested to by ongoing VBIED and IED attacks (LWJ 03/08/14 ISW 01/08/14). 

 IS’ presence in Jurf al Sakhar, northern Babil, continues to threaten the capital’s 

southern flank. Jurf al Sakhar serves as a bridgehead for IS’ Anbar operations, 

and to some extent, its presence in southern Baghdad. (ISW 03/08/14). Within 

Baghdad, IS has intensified its attacks on Shi’ite-majority neighbourhoods such 

as Sadr City, Amin, and outlying areas of the capital such as Latifiya and Yusufiya 
(ISW 30/07/14 ISW 28/07/14 BBC 06/07/14). 

 IS overran the Shi’ite towns of Al Tawakul and az-Zarkush in Diyala governorate 

(Aljazeera 13/07/14). In Najaf, an increase in IED attacks has been reported 

unsuccessfully targeting notable Shi’ite figures (ISW 27/07/14 ISW 26/07/14). 
 
IS vs. other Sunnis 
 In Mosul, low-level opposition appears to be in the making. Groups such as the 

Mosul Brigade, said to be cultivated remotely by the city’s governor-in-exile 

Atheel al Nujaifi, are putting up negligible resistance for now. On the other hand, 

tensions between the IS and its Sunni allies, notably the neo-Ba’athist 

Naqshbandis, Jaysh al Islam, Jaysh al Mojahedeen and Ansar al Islam, have 

been building up even as IS attempts to pre-empt dissent by demanding these 

groups pledge their full allegiance. In Saadiya, Diyala, clashes between IS and 

the neo-Ba’athists reportedly included beheadings on both sides (EIU 04/08/14 

BurathaNews 28/07/14 Almada 24/07/14 Shafaq News 09/07/14 AlRayy 26/07/14 AlRayy 25/07/14). 
 

Political Developments 

 Iraq has a new president and speaker of parliament, respectively Fouad 

Massoum (a founding member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and a former 

prime minister of the KR-I), and Salim al Juburi (a former law professor and a 

Sunni politician). With two of the three principal positions already filled, the 

challenge remains that of filling the prime ministry. Incumbent Prime Minister 

Maliki, whose political bloc won the majority in the April elections, insists on a 

third term despite intense pressure for him to give way to a Shi’ite figure more 

readily acceptable to all parties. PM Maliki has reportedly also warned Iran 

against interference in the political process (Rudaw 20/07/14 Aljazeera 13/07/14 Reuters 

06/08/14 AP 23/07/14) 

 Relations between Baghdad and Erbil remain tense over disputes surrounding 

the budget, oil exports and territory. Baghdad stopped budget payments, or 17% 

of the share of the country’s oil revenue, to Erbil after the latter attempted to 

export oil independently earlier this year, which in turn has given rise to a massive 

fiscal crisis in the autonomous region affecting the payment of salaries even for 

the Peshmerga. A US court recently ruled in favour of the Iraqi government by 

ordering a tanker carrying USD 100 million of crude piped from the KR-I not to 

enter US waters.  Furthermore, disrupted ammunition supplies and the lack of 

advanced heavy weaponry from the central government appears to have been 

part of the reason for the Peshmerga’s recent overstretch and retreat in Sinjar, 

Wana and Zumar. (WashingtonPost 03/08/14 WashingtonPost 24/07/14 TheNewYorker 

06/08/14) 

 The Kurdish regional government has – independently of Baghdad – requested 

that the Obama administration provide tanks, armoured vehicles, artillery, 

ammunition and sniper equipment, in order to contain IS’ advance. This also 

however places Washington in a delicate position, given the implications of such 

arms transfers at a time of a growing Kurdish bid for independence from Baghdad 
(Reuters 04/08/14). 

 Tensions between Masoud Barzani’s ruling party KDP, and the Democratic Union 

Party (PYD) led by Saleh Muslim Muhammed in northeastern Syria and affiliated 

with the PKK, have been temporarily put aside. Along with the PKK, the latter has 

sent members of the YPG, the PYD’s battle-tested military arm, to reinforce 

Peshmerga forces fighting IS in northwestern Iraq, particularly around Rabia and 

the surrounding border areas (WashingtonPost 03/08/14 ISW 04/08/14). 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/islamic-state-seize-town-of-sinjar-pushing-out-kurds-and-sending-yazidis-fleeing/2014/08/03/52ab53f1-48de-4ae1-9e1d-e241a15f580e_story.html?tid=hpModule_04941f10-8a79-11e2-98d9-3012c1cd8d1e&hpid=z10&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=SITREP%20AUG%204%202014
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/islamic_state_takes.php
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/islamic_state_takes.php
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-H7op_p2JvUc/U-AINNngFCI/AAAAAAAABlY/ysPoGCWzkVY/s1600/2014-08-+4+Control+Zone+Map.png+High-01.png
http://rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/03082014
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ocha-flash-update-iraq-crisis-significant-displacement-sinjar-no-2-4-august-2014
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/07/iraq-situation-report-july-21-2014.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/04/us-iraq-security-idUSKBN0G40ZY20140804
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-xUz2RpXB7Xg/U-AGCyZ0lzI/AAAAAAAABlE/V14RYcpKWOA/s1600/2014-08-04+Situation+Report+HIgh+res-01.png
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/060820141
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Eu3T5wsF8uA/U-FehKmTgEI/AAAAAAAABl4/VtvHec3zr-k/s1600/2014-08-05+Situation+Report+High-01.png
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-sunnis-pick-parliament-speaker-2014712233330576630.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uPlFoGb4Neo/U9wJPe3YrUI/AAAAAAAABjc/xYdZpUeoEhs/s1600/2014-08-01+Situation+Report++High+res-01.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uPlFoGb4Neo/U9wJPe3YrUI/AAAAAAAABjc/xYdZpUeoEhs/s1600/2014-08-01+Situation+Report++High+res-01.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-SZCjUmGpea8/U9LJDtCFh3I/AAAAAAAABeI/bS-cBSKKh9A/s1600/2014-07-25+Situation+Report-01.png
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=832117467&Country=Iraq&topic=Politics
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Cp2LVW_A3Hk/U9a9j5G0NmI/AAAAAAAABf4/JbWoR4xu3LE/s1600/2014-07-28+Situation+Report_Large.png
http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2014/08/islamic_state_takes.php
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uPlFoGb4Neo/U9wJPe3YrUI/AAAAAAAABjc/xYdZpUeoEhs/s1600/2014-08-01+Situation+Report++High+res-01.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uLIT4dJD-QU/U9-tHy8OIOI/AAAAAAAABkk/W6Tx82zbBCI/s1600/2014-08-03+Situation+Report+High+res-01.png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-LM3Z_u6fPAM/U9lfCfK-qdI/AAAAAAAABh0/UpRP1Qrr69E/s1600/2014-07-30+Situation+Report+HighRes.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Cp2LVW_A3Hk/U9a9j5G0NmI/AAAAAAAABf4/JbWoR4xu3LE/s1600/2014-07-28+Situation+Report_Large.png
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28677283
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-sunnis-pick-parliament-speaker-2014712233330576630.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QksFVSyaPkw/U9VoA28Zx5I/AAAAAAAABfk/IJn77_WACIk/s1600/2014-07-27+Situation+Report+High-01.png
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-kCt31jG2sK4/U9QtCU3zMBI/AAAAAAAABe4/Y_ITR9nCH34/s1600/2014-07-26+Situation+Repor_hi.png
http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=832117467&Country=Iraq&topic=Politics
http://burathanews.com/news/243530.html
http://almadapaper.net/ar/news/468851/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B4-%D9%82%D9%84%D9%82-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%83%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%B9
http://english.shafaaq.com/index.php/security/10463-baath-and-naqshbandi-militants-wage-assassinations-campaign-against-leaders-of-isil-organization-in-diyala
http://alrayy.com/117545.htm
http://alrayy.com/117479.htm
http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/20072014
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/07/iraq-sunnis-pick-parliament-speaker-2014712233330576630.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/06/us-iraq-security-politics-idUSKBN0G60ZV20140806
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/06/us-iraq-security-politics-idUSKBN0G60ZV20140806
http://www.wral.com/iraq-death-toll-from-baghdad-attack-rises-to-31/13833235/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/islamic-state-seize-town-of-sinjar-pushing-out-kurds-and-sending-yazidis-fleeing/2014/08/03/52ab53f1-48de-4ae1-9e1d-e241a15f580e_story.html?tid=hpModule_04941f10-8a79-11e2-98d9-3012c1cd8d1e&hpid=z10&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=SITREP%20AUG%204%202014
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/iraqs-kurds-want-us-help-to-hold-off-islamic-state-extremists/2014/07/24/3b98895c-128f-11e4-8936-26932bcfd6ed_story.html
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/friend-flees-horror-isis
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/friend-flees-horror-isis
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/04/us-iraq-security-idUSKBN0G40ZY20140804
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/islamic-state-seize-town-of-sinjar-pushing-out-kurds-and-sending-yazidis-fleeing/2014/08/03/52ab53f1-48de-4ae1-9e1d-e241a15f580e_story.html?tid=hpModule_04941f10-8a79-11e2-98d9-3012c1cd8d1e&hpid=z10&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%2ASituation%20Report&utm_campaign=SITREP%20AUG%204%202014
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-xUz2RpXB7Xg/U-AGCyZ0lzI/AAAAAAAABlE/V14RYcpKWOA/s1600/2014-08-04+Situation+Report+HIgh+res-01.png


  
  ACAPS Briefing Note: Conflict 

 

4 

 

 Iranian military support for the Maliki government continues, mainly through the 

Revolutionary Guards’ (IRGC) Ramazan Corps. Indications of the IRGC’s direct 

involvement is evident from reports, by the Iranian press, of the deaths of at least 

three IRGC members in Iraq since June, allegedly while defending the holy 

Shrine cities of Samarra and Kerbala. Members of the Lebanese Hezbollah have 

also reportedly died in Iraq. In close coordination with the IRGC, Hezbollah is 

reportedly stepping up its presence in the dispatch of some 250 military advisors 
(Digarban 08/07/14 Basij Press 07/14 Reuters 03/08/14 Reuters 30/07/14 CSM 16/07/14 ISW 

01/08/14). 

 Alongside Russia, Iran has reportedly delivered a handful of Russian-

manufactured ‘Frogfoot’ SU-25 ground attack craft, previously operated by the 

IRGC, to the Iraqi government in the context of countering IS. It is unclear who is 

expected to man these craft. (IISS 02/07/14 Reuters 03/08/14) 

 

Crisis Impact 
  

Displacement 

 At the start of August, 200,000 people were assessed to have fled IS’ takeover of 

areas in Sinjar district. This latest wave places the total number of IDPs at 1.4 

million, including those displaced from the Anbar and Mosul crises of 2014. (OCHA 

01/08/14) 

 Over 30,000 of those displaced from Sinjar have been trying to cross into Dohuk 

governorate through Bedrike and Sahela checkpoints, while an estimated 35-

50,000 people have relocated to the mountains near Sinjar city. 3,000 people fled 

into Syria despite armed clashes reportedly taking place in and around the main 

border crossing, Rabia. The remaining 120,000 individuals are likely to have 

primarily fled to other areas in Ninewa governorate.  An assessment among IDPs 

confirmed that movement is restricted due to the presence of IS and many are 

forced to stay near their area of origin and/or in hiding.  (OCHA 04/08/14, PI 03/08/14, 

UNHCR 06/08/14, UNHCR 05/08/14/, Al Jazeera 05/08/14, PI 04/08/14, Al Jazeera 04/08/14, REACH 

05/08/14, UNAMI 03/08/14) 

 Secondary displacement remains common. To relieve pressure on high 

concentration areas, IDPs have been encouraged to spread out towards other 

areas. At the end of July, an estimated 6,000 IDPs were transferred from Najaf to 

Babil governorate. The poorest displaced families that have relocated to the 

Kurdish region are expected to move to areas with lower costs of living, including 

central and southern Iraq. There have been reports of IDPs from Anbar returning 

to their governorate as they are unable to manage the high cost of living in Erbil, 

Dohuk and Sulaymaniyah. (OCHA 01/08/14, PI 30/07/14, NGO Coordination Committee for 

Iraq 23/07/14) 

Protection 

 Persecution based on ethnic or religious background: Protection concerns 

have significantly increased in the last week, primarily as a result of IS’ advance 

into Sinjar and neighbouring areas.  Minority groups fled the area in large 

numbers, fearing persecution and harassment, as reportedly happened after IS 

overran Mosul city in June. Targeting of minorities in other areas of the country 

continues, including the killing of civilians, confiscation of property and the 

destruction of religious sites such as the Prophet Jonah’s tomb in Mosul.  (AFP 

25/07/14, OHCHR 25/07/14, OCHA 04/08/14 Guardian 24/07/14) 

 Government-supported militia groups have targeted Sunni civilians over the past 

5 months. Sectarian killings and abductions in Baghdad, Diyala and Hilla province 

in particular have been documented. (HRW 31/07/14) 

 Physical safety and security: Civilians continue to be injured and killed in 

conflict-related events. According to UNAMI casualty figures, at least 1,100 

civilians were killed in over 400 security incidents during the month of July, 

primarily in Baghdad, Salah al Din and Ninewa governorates (Anbar not included 

in figures).June remains the month with the highest number of civilian casualties 

in 2014, when over 1,500 civilians were killed as a result of the IS offensive and 

violence in Baghdad. In Baghdad, the on-going sectarian violence is exacerbated 

by the increase in tensions, with car bombings, kidnappings and killing of civilians 

occurring on a daily basis. (AFP 28/07/14, UNAMI 01/08/14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civilian casualties per month as recorded by UNAMI 

http://www.digarban.com/node/18836
http://basijpress.ir/fa/news-details/33769/%D8%AA%D8%B4%DB%8C%DB%8C%D8%B9-%D9%BE%DB%8C%DA%A9%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%85-%DA%A9%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-/
http://in.mobile.reuters.com/article/idINKBN0G30K020140803?irpc=932
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/07/30/us-lebanon-iraq-hezbollah-idUSKBN0FZ2BI20140730
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2014/0716/Why-Hezbollah-is-playing-a-smaller-role-in-this-Iraqi-conflict
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/08/echoes-of-syria-hezbollah-reemerges-in.html
http://iswiraq.blogspot.co.il/2014/08/echoes-of-syria-hezbollah-reemerges-in.html
http://www.iiss.org/en/militarybalanceblog/blogsections/2014-3bea/july-8d3b/iraqis-latest-su-25s-come-from-iran-889a
http://in.mobile.reuters.com/article/idINKBN0G30K020140803?irpc=932
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ocha-flash-update-iraq-crisis-significant-displacement-sinjar-no-2-4-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unhcr-distributes-aid-thousands-iraqis-fleeing-attacks-ninewa-0
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unhcr-distributes-aid-thousands-iraqis-fleeing-attacks-ninewa-0
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/iraq-yazidis-islamic-state-sinjar-2014856612595603.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/iraq-yazidis-islamic-state-sinjar-2014856612595603.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/un-calls-urgent-cooperation-between-baghdad-and-erbil-wake-sinjar-tragedy
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/blasts-targeting-shiites-iraqs-kirkuk-kill-four
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/blasts-targeting-shiites-iraqs-kirkuk-kill-four
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/impact-conflict-minorities-devastating-un-experts
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ocha-flash-update-iraq-crisis-significant-displacement-sinjar-no-2-4-august-2014
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jul/24/isis-militants-blow-up-jonah-tomb
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/pro-government-militias-trail-death
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-army-kills-17-anti-jihadist-raid-doctor-tribal-head
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/un-casualty-figures-july-2014-anbar-province-excluded
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/un-casualty-figures-july-2014-anbar-province-excluded
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 Sharia law: Civilians in areas under IS control remain subject to an extremely 

strict interpretation of Shari’a law. In the city of Mosul, IS has warned women to 

wear full-face veils or risk severe punishment, and IS has reportedly shut down a 

number of departments at Mosul University deemed un-Islamic (Reuters 

25/07/14 ISW 31/07/14)  

 Neither are the dead spared: IS reportedly bulldozed 50 graves in Saadia 

(Diyala governorate), stating that the graves violate Islamic law. (ISW 03/08/14) 

 Over 800 individuals were killed by airstrikes in July. Government aerial 

bombardment continues in IS-controlled areas, with at least 60 people killed in 

Mosul during an attack on 6 August (BBC 06/08/14, UNAMI 01/08/14). 

 According to an assessment among recently displaced IDPs from Sinjar, an 

estimated 300 to 500 girls have been abducted by armed groups. (REACH 05/08/14) 

 Freedom of movement: Many individuals are trapped in heavily contested areas 

with limited access to basic services. Rough estimates indicate that up to 5 million 

people may be residing in these areas. (OCHA 26/07/14) 

 IDPs are facing significant restrictions of movement as well. An estimated 35-

50,000 IDPs in Jabal Sinjar area face critical shortages of water, food, fuel, 

shelter and health services, but are unable to move away as the only known 

roads leading out of the area (to Sinjar town and to Rabia on the border) are 

controlled by IS fighters. In addition, IDPs continue to face difficulties crossing 

into Kurdish areas. (OCHA 01/08/14, UNAMI 03/08/14, OCHA 04/08/14, OCHA 31/07/14)  

WASH 

 Water infrastructure continues to be targeted and access to water is increasingly 

exploited for military objectives. Shortages in fuel and chlorine further disrupt 

water supply. In Tilkef for instance, nearly 70,000 people have been cut off from 

electricity and water supplies. Some 170,000 people resided in the district 

according to a 2003 estimate. (OCHA 01/08/14, GeoHives 2003) 

 IDPs: IDPs on the move, delayed while crossing checkpoints or trapped in 

contested areas, face extreme water shortages. On 5 August, 40 children in 

Sinjar were reported to have died as a direct consequence of violence, 

displacement and dehydration.  (UNICEF 05/08/14, OCHA 01/08/14) 

 Access to water is highly dependent on the type of shelter IDPs are residing in. In 

areas with a large number of IDPs residing in collective centres, water has been 

identified as a priority need. In areas where IDPs are residing mostly with host 

families or in rented apartments, water was highlighted as the priority need by a 

much smaller part of the population. The exception is in Soran district (Erbil 

governorate, KR-I), where 25% of those assessed indicate water to be a priority 

need, while none of those assessed are living in collective centres. (OCHA/REACH 

31/07/14) 

 IDPs in recently established settlements such as camps face difficulties 

accessing latrines and showers. An estimated 40,000 IDPs residing along the 

main road between Kerbala and Najaf are in urgent need of water and sanitation 

facilities. In Khanaqin, Diyala governorate, approximately 500 families have been 

settling in the new Aliyawa camp without access to sufficient safe water, latrines 

and showers. (OCHA 01/08/14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Non-displaced communities: Limited information is available on access to water 

in conflict-affected Anbar governorate. However, with reported shortages of fuel, 

chlorine and significant conflict-related damage to the public water infrastructure, 

those residing in Anbar governorate very likely face critical water shortages, 

compounded by high summer temperatures. IDPs from Sinjar reported that the 

town has been largely without running water since IS’ takeover of Mosul’s water 

infrastructure, and due to disruptions of the public water system, continued 

fighting barring access to communal boreholes, and a lack of fuel for pumping 

stations (REACH 05/08/14). 

 In several areas with high IDP concentrations, access to water and sanitation has 

been reported as a significant concern. New displacements to Hamdaniya in 

Ninewa governorate are stretching limited water resources for both host-

communities and IDPs. The district has been largely disconnected from the public 

Average temperature - WMO 

http://www.trust.org/item/20140725090006-5mecd/
http://www.trust.org/item/20140725090006-5mecd/
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-BHX7sPP3FQ0/U9wJ0zH9ylI/AAAAAAAABjs/TgoaGZ1ctp8/s1600/2014-07-31+Situation+Report.png+High+Res-01.png
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uLIT4dJD-QU/U9-tHy8OIOI/AAAAAAAABkk/W6Tx82zbBCI/s1600/2014-08-03+Situation+Report+High+res-01.png
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&layout=category&task=category&id=159&Itemid=633&lang=en
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/un-casualty-figures-july-2014-anbar-province-excluded
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/sinjar-mountains-idp-red-flag-report-ninewa-governorate-iraq-5-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20IDP%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%204%2019-26%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/un-calls-urgent-cooperation-between-baghdad-and-erbil-wake-sinjar-tragedy
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ocha-flash-update-iraq-crisis-significant-displacement-sinjar-no-2-4-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/immediate-safe-and-unhindered-humanitarian-access-now-needed
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://www.geohive.com/cntry/iraq.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/statement-child-deaths-iraq-attributable-marzio-babille-unicef-representative
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_KRI_Needs_A3_31JUL2014OCHA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IRQ_KRI_Needs_A3_31JUL2014OCHA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/sinjar-mountains-idp-red-flag-report-ninewa-governorate-iraq-5-august-2014
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water network after IS took control of the main water system supplying the area.  
(UNICEF 07/13/14, OCHA 01/08/14)  

 

Food security and livelihoods 

 The Food Security Cluster has highlighted the following groups as particularly 

vulnerable and in need of food assistance (Food Security Cluster 26/07/14):  

o IDPs awaiting access to KR-I (especially at Khazir checkpoint between 

Mosul and Erbil) and IDPs in transit;  

o Even IDPs in more stable situations, who need food, fuel and cooking 

equipment; 

o Host communities.  

 An assessment among recently displaced IDPs from Sinjar showed that half of 

those assessed went several days without eating. Food was reported as a priority 

need by the majority of respondents. (REACH 05/08/14) 

 On 28 July, the Food Security Cluster reported the absence of known food 

security cluster partners in the area of Hawija, which is witnessing severe 

deterioration in the humanitarian situation due to the blockade of main supply 

routes. According to 2003 estimates, over 150,000 people resided in Hawija 

district. By 16 July, over 6,000 IDPs had been identified by IOM in Hawija district. 
(PI 30/07/14, IOM 16/07/14) 

 There is no information on the impact of the crisis on prices. However, significant 

increases are expected: gasoline prices increased 2.5 times in Dohuk 

governorate between mid-June and mid-July. The public distribution system, 

which provides 30% of calories consumed by the Iraqi population, has been 

disrupted due to conflict and the disruption of transport routes. (WFP 22/07/14) 

 

Fuel 

 Fuel supplies in Dohuk governorate remain limited. Per litre prices have risen 

from IQD500 to IQD1250 for gasoline and IQD950 to IQD975 for diesel since 

mid-June. (WFP 22/07/14) 

 Baiji refinery, the largest in Iraq, has seen heavy fighting, and power supply to 

northern Iraq has been disrupted in the last month. Shortages of fuel and 

electricity have been reported in large parts of Kirkuk governorate, partly due to 

the closure of the two main roads supplying the governorate (Kirkuk-Hawija and 

Kirkuk- Baghdad).  (NPA 04/08/14, PI 01/08/14) 

 

 

Health 

 An assessment of the recent displacement from Sinjar found that key informants 

expect people with injuries and illnesses to die soon as a result of a lack of 

medicine and medical personnel.  (REACH 05/08/14) 

 One of the main current health concerns countrywide is the outbreak of 

communicable diseases. WHO reports an increase in measles cases, with over 

800 cases documented since January 2014 in the areas covered by the EWARS 

(Early Warning and Reporting System, and primarily in KR-I). Supplementary 

national immunisation days have been scheduled for 10-14 August. UNICEF 

reports a rising number of diarrhoea cases, with an increase in cases of acute 

diarrhoea reported in Khanaqin (Diyala). (OCHA 01/08/14, UNICEF 24/07/14, WHO 

06/07/14, UNICEF 24/07/14) 

 Shelling and aerial assaults on hospitals and medical facilities continue.  

According to WHO, only three out of nine public health facilities in Salah al Din 

are functioning, causing difficulties in access for civilians from Tikrit, Baiji and 

Sharqat.  Patients from these districts are referred to already overwhelmed 

hospitals in Mosul and Kirkuk. However, armed conflict, fuel shortages and road 

access difficulties are affecting ambulance services. (PI 29/07/14, MSF 24/07/14, OCHA 

01/08/14) 

 Critical shortages of essential medicines, vaccines and supplies are reported in 

Mosul, areas of Salah al Din and Anbar. There are reports that armed groups are 

moving medicines from Salah al Din Department of Health stores to a hospital in 

Mosul. (OCHA 26/07/14, PI 29/07/14) 

 Health facilities in conflict-affected areas report a shortage of medical personnel. 

WHO reports that many of the staff in Sinjar city’s hospital fled during the recent 

violent clashes. Anaesthetists and obstetric gynaecologists are especially needed 

in Anbar. (OCHA 04/08/14, OCHA 01/08/14, PI 03/08/14) 

 

Shelter 

 An increasing number of camps and collective centres have been established, 

with 150 schools recently opened in Hit district (Anbar) to accommodate 

additional people. Turkey is building a refugee camp to accommodate 20,000 

Iraqis in the Peshkapor area of Dohuk governorate. However, the majority of IDPs 

is residing with host families (over 50% according to IOM DTM data). (OCHA 

01/08/14, UNICEF 24/07/14, IOM 16/07/14, Reuters 05/08/14) 

 IDPs are increasingly at risk of eviction. Over 300 IDPs living along the Erbil-

Khazir road in an unfinished storefront are likely to be evicted. Over 600 schools 

are currently hosting IDP families, who need to relocate to ensure schools are 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-food-security-cluster-highlights-26-july-2014
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update%2C%2009%20-%2022%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update%2C%2009%20-%2022%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/concerned-over-isils-push-iraq-and-syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Map%20confirmed%20measles%20cases%20in%20Iraq%20as%20of%206July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Map%20confirmed%20measles%20cases%20in%20Iraq%20as%20of%206July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-hospitals-destroyed-air-strikes
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20IDP%20Crisis%20Situation%20Report%20No%204%2019-26%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ocha-flash-update-iraq-crisis-significant-displacement-sinjar-no-2-4-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
http://www.trust.org/item/20140805143156-zpw6f/
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available for the new academic year in about two months’ time. (UNICEF 24/07/14, PI 

30/07/14) 

Education 

 Around 210,000 children may not be able to start the school-year in September if 

IDPs residing in 600 schools are not relocated. In areas affected by conflict, 

teaching staff has fled or are no longer receiving government salaries.  (OCHA 

01/08/14, UNICEF 24/07/14, UNICEF 24/07/14 

 

Humanitarian Access 
 

 The bulk of international efforts continues to focus on the most accessible 

regions, including Dohuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. With IS’ most recent offensive 

against the Peshmerga, access has significantly decreased in Sinjar, Tel Afar and 

surrounding areas. (NGO Coordination Committee for Iraq 23/07/14) 

 In addition to civilians residing in active areas of conflict, ECHO estimates that 

over half a million IDPs in these areas are not reachable by international 

humanitarian organisations. The following locations remain particularly hard to 

reach 

o Anbar governorate, particularly IS-held areas (Falluja, Ramadi, Al Qaim, 

Ana, Rawa and Rutba);  

o Diyala governorate; 

o Salah al Din governorate; 

o Ninewa governorate, especially around Mosul. (NGO Coordination Committee 

for Iraq 23/07/14, UNICEF 24/07/14) 

 The increased cost of fuel is impacting operations, and a blockade on all cargo 

flights from Baghdad and Kuwait destined for Erbil airport remains in place. (WFP 

22/07/14, PI 04/08/14) 

 

Information Sources and Gaps 
 

Since late July, the following needs assessments have become available: 

 REACH undertook a rapid assessment regarding the situation of IDPs in the 

Sinjar Mountains on 5 August. Apart from this, no new humanitarian 

assessments have become publicly available over the last 2 weeks. (REACH 

05/08/14) 

 Several assessments are ongoing or planned, including a Child Protection Needs 

Assessment by the Working Group (start of August) and a multi-sectoral needs 

assessment underpinning the revision of the Strategic Response Plan (start 

August). (UNICEF 24/07/14, OCHA 01/08/14) 

 

However, large information gaps remain. Immediate information needs include: 

 Timely information on protection concerns in IS-controlled areas, particularly the 

treatment of minorities. 

 Clarifications regarding temporary permits issued to IDPs in KR-I and renewal 

procedures. 

 Tracking of negative coping mechanisms. 

 Morbidity patterns relating to communicable diseases between Syria and Iraq, 

given the volume of cross-border movement. 

 Current malnutrition levels among IDPs and those residing in conflict affected 

areas 

 Updated estimates on the number of people residing in contested areas. 

 A profile of coping mechanisms, especially of the most vulnerable. 

 An approximate cost of living index (price movements of commodities and 

essential items) in the weeks following IS’s takeover. 

 Functionality of health infrastructure in areas affected by conflict. 

 Clarifications about the status of healthcare as well as clean water supply in 

Mosul and other areas affected by water shortages. 

 The priority needs of the vulnerable affected population which has not (yet) been 

displaced.  

 The impact of the current crisis on the response to Syrian refugees 

 

Potential Aggravating Factors 

 Large-scale displacement from neighbouring conflicts: Iraq continues to host 

a large number of Syrian refugees (over 217,000 individuals registered by 

UNHCR so far), as it reabsorbs Iraqi returnees fleeing Syria, who remain 

vulnerable to further displacement. The large numbers of refugees, returnees, 

and now IDPs are placing great strain on local infrastructure and essential 

services. Socioeconomic development is stagnating, and institutional capacity is 

limited, which hampers the ability of IDPs and refugees to rehabilitate themselves 
(UNHCR 15/07/14 UNHCR 15/07/14). 

 Influx of fighters and growing sectarian rifts: The mobilisation and 

redeployment from Syria of Iraqi Shi’ite fighters threatens to increase the 

sectarian violence already endemic in Iraq. This will be more pronounced if there 

is insufficient military discipline and command-and-control among Shi’ite militias, 

or under the ISF. Furthermore, protection concerns based on ethnic/sectarian 

identity continue to rise, including summary executions: gunmen in Baghdad for 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Iraq%20Situation%20Report%20no5.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/overcoming-challenges-inclusive-humanitarian-response-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update%2C%2009%20-%2022%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20Crisis%20Response%20Situation%20Update%2C%2009%20-%2022%20July%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/sinjar-mountains-idp-red-flag-report-ninewa-governorate-iraq-5-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/sinjar-mountains-idp-red-flag-report-ninewa-governorate-iraq-5-august-2014
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Iraq%20Humanitarian%20Weekly%20SitRep%20-%2024July2014.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Pauline%20Pascal/Desktop/Iraq/•%20Improvement%20in%20data%20collection%20and%20information%20sharing%20is%20urgently%20needed%20to%20gather%20a%20better%20understanding
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486426.html
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instance have allegedly executed a number of Sunnis, part of which may have 

been score-settling from the previous decade (OHCHR 13/06/14, UNAMI 01/07/14 ISW 

05/07/14). 

 Increased tensions between the Iraqi Government and the Kurdish Regional 

Government (KRG): De facto Kurdish control of Kirkuk, neighbouring oilfields 

and other contested locations, as well as the ongoing budgetary and hydrocarbon 

disputes, have led to increased tensions. Deliberate disruptions in military 

materiel (especially ammunition) also appear to be affecting the Kurds’ own 

military efforts to push back IS’ advances in the north. If the planned referendum 

on independence goes ahead, further tensions are certain and could set the 

stage for another phase of armed conflict. Whether the Kurdish authorities will 

pursue secession is also likely to depend, among other things, on how it 

assesses the response of some of its immediate neighbours, with whom it 

maintains significant trade relations. (BBC 01/07/14, Stratfor 17/06/14 PI 22/07/14). 

 Implementation of strict Shariah law and other protection concerns: fears 

abound concerning IS’ strict brand of justice, which has significant implications for 

protection and human rights. The UN has already accused IS of egregious 

human rights abuses including executions, rape, forced child recruitment and 

plundering of holy places. In Ninewa governorate (provincial capital: Mosul), IS 

has imposed restrictions linked to rent, female dress codes, and marriage; forced 

public allegiance to its caliph; and overseen the destruction of holy places of 

Shi’ites and Yazidis, for instance, whom the Sunni IS consider to be polytheists 

and devil worshippers respectively. Non-Sunni religious groups are particularly at 

risk (Reuters 20/07/14 Al Jazeera 19/07/14 PI 12/06/14, DailyBeast 16/06/14, NY Times 12/06/14, 

RT 16/06/14). 

 Coalition forming-related unrest: The crisis sparked by IS’ offensive coincides 

with deadlines for the forming of a coalition government in Iraq. Although Prime 

Minister Maliki’s State of Law Bloc won the parliamentary majority in the April 

elections, a governing coalition has yet to be established. The exclusion of 

leading Shia and Sunni opponents is highly likely to exacerbate the conflict. So 

far, the urgency of the current crisis has failed to create the conditions for either 

temporary political unity or the appointment of a less polarising prime ministerial 

figure (ICG 01/06/14). 

 Prolonged displacement: With little access to livelihood opportunities, any 

extended displacement situation is likely to lead to increased food insecurity, 

destitution, and negative coping mechanisms, with important implications for 

protection. The large number of IDPs residing in schools disrupts access to 

education facilities, especially when the school term starts after the summer. 

 Weakened KRG response capacity: Over 400,000 IDPs from the Anbar and 

Mosul crises alone are dependent on support, services, and residency permits 

from the KRG, which has been significantly overstretched. The recent wave of 

IDPs to Dohuk from Sinjar following IS’ conquest adds further strain to the KRG’s 

capacity to offer protection and assistance, and risks forcing additional entry 

restrictions and difficulties in obtaining residency permits. 

 Foreign military intervention, especially involving ground operations, will almost 

unequivocally be viewed from a sectarian standpoint and further aggravate 

prevailing humanitarian concerns and the lack of access to those in need. 

 Widespread use of indiscriminate weapons: The Iraqi Government has 

recently used barrel bombs in Falluja, as it reportedly did earlier this year in 

response to IS’s advance in Anbar governorate. Barrel bombs cause 

indiscriminate destruction and civilian deaths, as was prominently the case in 

Syria. IS fighters have also reportedly resorted to the indiscriminate tactic of 

booby-trapping buildings (with IEDs) (ISW 21/07/14 OpenBriefing 15/07/14 HRW 23/07/14). 

 The commandeering and use of hydroelectric dams as weapons: IS’s 

deliberate flooding of areas upstream – and drying out of areas downstream – of 

the Falluja dam earlier this year is illustrative of dams’ destructive potential. 

Families are displaced, crops and property ruined, electricity disrupted or scarce, 

and in areas deprived of water, irrigation for agriculture may be sacrificed for 

essential drinking water. Mosul dam in particularly requires almost daily work 

called ‘grouting’ to prevent its foundations from dissolving – a defect dating back 

to when it was being constructed in the 1980s. Should flooding occur for 

whatever reason, Mosul risks being inundated by 30 metres of water within 3 and 

a half hours, and Baghdad – far further downstream – by 5 metres within the 

space of 3 days. (LWJ 03/08/14 Reuters 11/04/14 Business Insider 05/08/14). 

 High temperatures: The upcoming summer months will compound existing 

WASH problems. Inadequate hygiene practices, waste disposal, and water 

treatment are expected to lead to a rise in morbidity patterns such as acute 

watery diarrhoea and other communicable diseases. This will be all the more 

pronounced in places such as Mosul, where expensive water trucking is currently 

necessary after IS severed the water supply in their bid to take the city (Washington 

Post 19/07/14) WHO 13/06/14). 
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