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FLOODS IN AFGHANISTAN 
Hiratt, Badghis, Faryab, Jowzjan, Sar-e-pul, Balkh, 
Samangan, Baghlan, Badakshan, Takhar 
Date: 24 April–2 May 2014 
 

 

 

Crisis Overview 
 Torrential rains on 24 and 25 April led to 

flash floods affecting 27 districts in 
western, northern and northeastern 
Afghanistan.  

 As of 31 March, 11 provinces (nine in 
northern Afghanistan) had received 
between 19% and 55% of long-term 
average annual rainfall. Some areas 
received more than 90mm of rain.  

 As of 1 May, 165 people have been 
killed, 67,000 people affected, and 
around 16,000 displaced. The three 
most affected provinces are Jawzjan, 
Faryab and Sar-e-Pul (Adapted from OCHA, 

01/05/2014, PressTV, 01/05/2014): 
 

 

 

 

Province Persons 

killed 

People affected 

(estimation) 

Houses 

damaged* 

Houses 

destroyed* 

Jawzjan 70 27,000 ‐ 100 

Faryab 43 17,000 ‐ ‐ 

Sar‐e‐pul 31 16,400 1,911 666 

Balkh 0 2,900 414 ‐ 

Bagdghis 19 2,100 100 41 

Hirat 0 1,260 35 8 

Samangan ‐ 900 104 24 

Badakhshan ‐ 390 ‐ 30 

Baghlan 0 170 17 7 

Takhar 0 56 8 ‐ 

Total       165** 67,000 2,589 876 

*Absence of data likely due to pending assessments rather than no damage. 

**The death toll has been updated, but no aggregation across all provinces.. 

Key Findings 

 
Source: OCHA, 30/04/2014. 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  
 

To date, 67,000 people are affected (32,800 female; 41,900 

children), which is equivalent to 0.8% of the total population in 

the affected areas. The flood season normally lasts from March 

to May, so needs could increase over the coming month.  
 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 

The key priorities are emergency shelter, food, non-food items, 

safe drinking water, and medical supplies. Joint assessments 

are still ongoing. 

 
 

Humanitarian 

constraints 
 

 

There are access issues as floods have made roads impassible. 

Violence targeted at humanitarian aid workers is also a problem.  

 

Need for 

humanitarian 

assistance 

 

 

The Afghan Government’s Provincial Disaster Management 

Committees (PDMC) are leading the coordination of operational 

response within their affected provinces, with support from 

humanitarian agencies. 

 

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Important Major 

Expected impact    x  

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Important Urgent 

  x   

Affected group Total 

Total population 
29.8 

million 

Total population in 

affected areas 

8.7 

million 

Affected 67,000 

 Estimated affected 

women 
32,830 

 Estimated affected 

children 
41,875 

Killed 165 

Displaced 16,000 

Evacuated 14,000 

Sources: WB, 2014, PressTV, 01/05/2014. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf
http://www.presstv.com/detail/2014/05/01/360871/afghan-flood-deaths-hit-165-roads-closed/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL
http://www.presstv.com/detail/2014/05/01/360871/afghan-flood-deaths-hit-165-roads-closed/
http://www.start-network.org/
http://www.acaps.org
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Aggravating Factors 
 

Weather 

Northern Afghanistan has experienced an unusually wet winter, with heavy snow 

and rain (PressTV, 25/04/2014). Northern and Western regions recorded high rainfall 

between 23 and 29 April, with some parts receiving more than 90mm of rain. 

Satellite imaginary of Kwanjanduko district, Jawzjan province, on 29 April, shows the 

town partially submerged, with significant standing water visible in the town centre 

and nearby IDP settlements (UNOSAT, 01/05/2014). As the latest flash floods hit, Takhar 

and Badakhshan provinces were still recovering from landslides and flash floods at 

the beginning of April, following heavy rainfall since the end of March (CWS, 15/04/2014, 

Agence France-Presse, 12/04/2014). 

 

Location and type of housing/infrastructure 

Many homes in rural areas of Afghanistan are reportedly built of mud or stone, and 

easily washed away by flooding (PressTV, 25/04/2014).  

 

Population density 

In 2011, the average population density in Afghanistan was 49.6 per square 

kilometre (UN Data, 2011).  

 

Political stability and security 

Elections: On 26 April, the preliminary results of the presidential elections were 

announced. Opposition member and former foreign minister Abdullah is leading with 

44.5% of the vote. A runoff election will take place on 7 June between Abdullah and 

Ahmadzai, who received 31.5% of the vote (ACAPS, 08/04/2014). 

 

The Afghan Government continues to face both internal and external challenges to 

its capacity and legitimacy as international security and governance assistance are 

being reduced. The bulk of 86,000 foreign troops are scheduled to leave the country 

by the end of 2014. Meanwhile, the security environment remains highly volatile. 

With no significant progress in talks with the Afghan Taliban, further destabilisation is 

expected (ACAPS, 08/04/2014). 

 

Taliban activity: The Taliban is active in the flood-affected areas, mostly Takhar 

and Faryab provinces. In March, suicide bombings targeted civilians in Faryab, 

killing 15 and wounding 23 (TOLO News, 18/03/2014, Agence France-Presse, 20/03/2014). In 

Takhar, Taliban attacks led to 150–300 civilian casualties between September 2010 

and August 2013 (UNOCHA, 22/11/2013). 

Other vulnerability factors  

Afghanistan faces significant humanitarian challenges, which are exacerbated by the 

security situation, economic insecurity, and the limited capacity of the Government to 

provide access to basic services. Continued conflict, recurrent drought and other 

natural disasters, rapid urbanisation, and a disproportionately high number of young 

people pose formidable challenges to encouraging the return of the displaced and 

creating an enabling environment for sustainable reintegration (UNHCR, 2014).  

 

Between 1980 and 2010, Afghanistan was affected by 130 natural disasters, of 

which 57 were floods (EMDAT/PreventionWeb). The northern region, especially, is 

susceptible to recurring natural disasters. In spring, seasonal rains and spring snow 

melt regularly result in life-threatening flash floods (OCHA, 26/04/2014).  

 

Crisis Impact 
The total population in the affected area is 8.7 million people, divided among the 

following provinces: 

Province Total 

population 

Affected  

(% of total population) 

Urban : rural  

(% of total population) 

Jawzjan 521,400 27,000   (5.2%) 21 : 79 

Faryab 964,600 17,000   (1.8%) 12 : 88 

Sar-e-Pul 541,000   16,400   (3%) 8 : 92 

Balkh 1,271,300   2,900      36 : 64 

Bagdghis 479,800   2,100      3 : 97 

Herat 1,816,100   1,260      18 : 72 

Samangan 375,100      900        8 : 92 

Badakhshan 919,900      390        4 : 96 

Baghlan 879,000      170        20 : 80 

Takhar 950,100        56        13 : 87 

Source: CSO, 2013. 

 

Impact of current crisis on access of affected population to essential services 

 

 WASH: Water trucking to affected areas is ongoing, but additional support is 

required to secure safe water (WHO, 30/04/2014). The number of humanitarian actors 

focused specifically on emergency WASH interventions in Afghanistan is limited 
(UNOCHA, 22/11/2013). 

 

 Food: Livestock has drowned and agricultural land has been damaged and 

destroyed.  

 

 

http://www.presstv.com/detail/2013/04/25/300184/afghanistan-flooding-death-toll-hits-20/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNOSAT_A3_FL20140430AFG_KhvajehDoKuh_landscapeopt.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-earthquakelandslides-cws-situation-report-04-15-14
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/four-killed-landslide-northern-afghanistan-officials
http://www.presstv.com/detail/2013/04/25/300184/afghanistan-flooding-death-toll-hits-20/
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx
http://geo.acaps.org/
http://geo.acaps.org/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/14233-suicide-bomber-kills-15-in-faryab
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/multiple-suicide-attack-east-afghan-city-kills-three
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e486eb6.html
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/countries/statistics/?cid=1
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HC%20Press%20Release_Afghanistan%20Flash%20Floods_26April2014.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/afghanistan/dataset/afghanistan-population-statistics
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO_situation_report_AFG_floods_April_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
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Estimation of damage in Faryab province (IOM, 27/04/2014): 
 

District Livestock Agricultural land (ha) Gardens 

Dawlat Abad 250 1,000  

Sherib Tagab 400 40 300 

Pashtoon Kot 517 104 350 

Almar 700 200 45 

Qaisar 700 200  

Gorziwan 289 200 2,000 
 

 

 Health: According to WHO, the main health response challenge is that affected 

populations are scattered across areas that are hard to access. Many health 

facilities have been damaged in the floods, and health services are provided in 

temporary tents. Almost 40 facilities are at risk in affected areas. A major health 

concern is the risk of communicable diseases due to interruptions in safe water 

and sanitation (WHO, 30/04/2014). Access to the two affected districts of Shtepa and 

Darzab in Jawzjan province is severely limited, and health facilities are unable to 

provide services (UNOCHA, 22/11/2013).  
 

There is a considerable risk of poliovirus transmission, both due to a likely increase 

in the virus activity due to flooding, as well as the reduced immunity of children due 

to incomplete immunisation (UNICEF). As of 30 April, the number of WPV1 cases in 

2014 is three, and 14 in 2013 (PGEI, 30/04/2014).  
 

 Shelter: The shelter caseload continues to grow as currently more than 3,500 

houses have been damaged or destroyed (UNOCHA, 22/11/2013). 
 

 Protection: Many families affected by floods in Khwajadukoh district, Jawjzan 

province are refugee returnees and conflict IDPs (UNHCR/OCHA, 25/04/2014). 

 

Impact on housing and critical infrastructure  

UNOSAT imaginary of Kwanjanduko district, Jawzjan province, shows heavy 

damage to roads and agricultural land (UNOSAT, 01/05/2014) The flooding resulted in 

the destruction of public facilities, roads, and thousands of hectares of agricultural 

land and gardens. Assessments are pending (OCHA, 01/05/2014; IOM, 27/04/2014).  

 

Affected vulnerable groups 

IDPs and refugees already in the affected areas, and 32,830 women and 41,875 

children (CSO, 2013).  
 

Humanitarian and operational constraints 

16 districts within Jawzjan, Faryab and Sar-e-Pul were affected. Six, namely Darzeb, 

Almar, Qaysar, Sozmaqala, Qushtepa and Gosfandi remain inaccessible, and no 

needs assessment has taken place. Access to these districts is urgently required 
(OCHA, 01/05/2014). 

 

Insecurity, born of anti-government sentiment in the area, along with flood waters 

physically cutting off some villages, continue to prevent agencies from accessing the 

affected (OCHA, 01/05/2014).  

 

Active hostilities and threats of violence continue to impede humanitarian access, 

with contested areas remaining the most problematic. Movement restrictions are 

increasingly applied to aid workers. From January to end March 2014, 57 incidents 

of violence targeted humanitarian aid workers throughout the country. Recently, a 

hospital was robbed in Takhar province, and the body of an aid worker was found in 

Balkh. In Herat province, districts in the north and south remain largely off-limits, five 

NGO staff were reportedly abducted and killed in the district of Gulran in February. 

The main transport axis is also unsafe, with increasing militant presence in rural 

areas (OCHA, 17/04/2014).   

 

Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 
 Demographic profile: The total population of Afghanistan as of 2012 was 29.8 

million (WB, 2014); 36% of the population lives below the poverty line (UNOCHA, 

22/11/2013) 

 Key WASH statistics: In 2011, 48% of the population had access to safe drinking 

water and 37% had access to safe sanitation (UNICEF, 11/2011).  

 Key health statistics: In 2013, <5 mortality was 97 per 1,000 births, and maternal 

mortality 327 per 100,000 live births (UNOCHA, 22/11/2013). In 2012, the infant 

mortality rate was 71 per 1,000 births (UNICEF, 18/12/2013). 

 Food security: Two provinces, Badakhshan and Ghor, are classified as facing 

Emergency (IPC Phase 4) food insecurity (IPC, 11/2013). Approximately 28% of 

Afghanistan’s population is understood as experiencing Crisis or Emergency (IPC 

Phases 3 and 4) levels of food insecurity. About 8% of the population is in 

Emergency (IPC Phase 4) conditions (WFP, 02/2014). 

 Nutrition: As of 2012, 33% of children in Afghanistan were moderately or severely 

underweight, of which 12% severe. 59% suffered from chronic malnutrition and 9% 

from acute malnutrition (OCHA, 2012). 

 Literacy: In 2011, adult literacy (15 years and older) was 39%; female adult 

literacy was 13% (UNICEF, 11/2011). 
 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM-HAP_Afghanistan%20Flash%20Flood%20Update%2027%20April%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO_situation_report_AFG_floods_April_2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/india/health_3257.htm
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Global%20Polio%20Eradication%20Initiative%20_%20Data%20and%20monitoring%20_%20Polio%20this%20week_14.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%20-%20Floods%20in%20Northern%20Region%20-%2025%20April%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNOSAT_A3_FL20140430AFG_KhvajehDoKuh_landscapeopt.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM-HAP_Afghanistan%20Flash%20Flood%20Update%2027%20April%202014.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/afghanistan/dataset/afghanistan-population-statistics
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MHB_Mar_2014_Final_0.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/files/ACO_WASH_Factsheet_-_November_2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/afghanistan_statistics.html
http://www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan/food-security
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Global_Funding_v1_20130524.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/files/ACO_Education_Factsheet_-_November_2011_.pdf
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Response Capacity 
The National Disaster Management Commission, supported by the international 

community, regularly prepares spring contingency plans to prepare and respond to 

such disasters, as well as mitigate the impact. Giving the ongoing risks and 

vulnerabilities, the Government has also been working to construct flood protection 

systems in those communities most prone to flash floods (OCHA, 26/04/2014). 
 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 
Assessments have been completed in five districts of the three most severely 

affected provinces, with agencies present on the ground and providing emergency 

assistance. Assessments are ongoing in the remaining districts (OCHA, 01/05/2014). 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HC%20Press%20Release_Afghanistan%20Flash%20Floods_26April2014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Situation%20Report%203%20Flash%20Floods_01May2014.pdf

