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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Somalia’s prolonged humanitarian crisis is characterized by ongoing conflicts, climate-related shocks, 

communicable disease outbreaks and weak social protection mechanisms. Since the beginning of 2020, 

three additional shocks have contributed to a deterioration of humanitarian conditions: Extensive floods, 

Desert Locust infestations, and the COVID-19 pandemic. These compounding shocks have exacerbated 

humanitarian needs among a population already living under the strain of widespread poverty and 

decades of armed conflict and insecurity. (Humanitarian Needs Overview -2021). 

These compounding shocks that have contributed to the increase of the humanitarian needs in Somalia 

varies from region to region and from one district to the other. They have also led to a reduction of the 

resilience of communities, triggered displacements and impeded civilians’ access to basic services and 

humanitarians’ access to those in need. 

To understand and get firsthand information on the humanitarian needs in Belet Xaawa district in the 

Gedo region, Horn of Africa Peace Network (HAPPEN) and the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) did a joint 

rapid needs assessment between the 6th and 10th of March 2021. The assessment was conducted to gain 

an understanding of the multisectoral needs, availability of resources, sources of problems and their 

impact on the affected population. It assessment was also meant to provide the two partners primary 

information regarding the gaps in the district to inform program interventions and response activities that 

are complementary with positive community coping mechanisms.  

The joint rapid needs assessment (JRNA) focused on four thematic areas which included WASH, Shelter, 

Protection and CCM. A total of 280 households (HH) and seven key informants from seven camps/villages 

were sampled and interviewed. This report, therefore, provides highlights of the key findings of this 

assessment categorized into the four sectors.  
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OVERVIEW ON KEY FINDINGS 

Displacement in Bele Xaawo. 

Displacements continue to impact the humanitarian situation in Belet Xaawo district. The crisis in the 

Gedo region, the continued drought, floods, desert locust invasion, insecurity (including a high rate of 

taxation by the militia groups) and lack of resources continues to force people to move and compromises 

their access to basic needs and assistance. The assessment noted that from January to March 2021, a total 

of 1,530 HH have been displaced in the district which translates to an estimated 9,180 individuals who 

include the vulnerable group of women, children, PWD and the elderly among others.  

Food security and livelihoods 

There is an immediate need to support the internally displaced people in the district particularly the newly 

displaced, to improve access to adequate and adequately diverse food sources. Nearly all (95%) assessed 

households reported inadequate access to food, reflecting the impact of drought conditions and limited 

humanitarian interventions, due to insecurity. 

The majority (84%) of assessed households reported losing access to one or more income sources in the 

year before this assessment, suggesting declining economic resilience of households. The majority of the 

assessed population used to be small scale farmers back in their homes but with the recent combination 

of the compounding shocks such as Extensive floods, Desert Locust infestations, drought and insecurity 

issues in their home area, they were forced to flee and seek refuge in the camps. They consequently left 

behind what used to be their livelihood opportunities.  

WASH 

Access to quality and safe water is an immediate need for the population living in the assessed IDP camps, 

as a significant proportion of households do not have access to sufficient water to meet emergency 

standards. 78% of households in these camps do not have access to at least 7.5 litres of water per person 

per day, 65% do not have access to the ideal Sphere emergency standard of 15 litres per person per day. 

A significant number of people from CAMPJARON and ODAA camps, practice open defecation, a reflection 

of the limited coverage of latrines. In the long term, change in this practice will require both provisions of 

facilities in key areas, and information campaigns to support the sustainability of latrine usage. 

PROTECTION & CCM 

The survey noted that there are significant protection concerns relating to safety and security of the IDPs 

that require immediate assistance support. CAMP AJUARAN and IDAN camps reported particularly high 

safety concerns, with over 60% of the respondents reporting the presence of unsafe areas for men and 

boys. Significantly, over 70% of women and girls in the two camps reported feeling unsafe in the crowded 

camps. Referral pathways system is not well in place in the camps, most of the community members do 

not have adequate information on available services relating to medical care, legal aid as well as housing 

land and property issues. Access to these services is also hindered by other barriers such as presence of 

armed actors, frequent road blocks poor infrastructure and ineffective local administration.  
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HEALTH 

Limited access to healthcare in the 7 camps assessed is leaving a high number of people in need of health 

support. High reporting of health concerns in these camps appeared to be related to the poor access to 

health services, leading to self-diagnosis. Women and children are particularly exposed to elevated health 

risks as reported by a majority (over 70%) in all the camps.  

SHELTER 

The survey noted that many households living in the 7 IDP camps assessed have substandard access to 

adequate shelter, particularly for the newly arrived group. The most common shelter type in most of the 

camps was buuls, reported by over 65% of households in all the 7 camps. Poor shelter condition was more 

highly reported in CAMP AJUARAN (90%) and CAMPJARON 92%) camps which were reported to having 

42% and 30% respectively of newly arrived HH between January to March 2021.  

Only less than 20% of all the households assessed in all the 7 camps surveyed reported access to all key 

NFIs, in either good or poor but useable condition. The limited use of plastic sheeting as a floor cover in 

most of the shelters in all the camps reflects the limited accessibility of plastic sheeting and other NFIs.  

METHODOLOGY 

Data collection for the assessment used was guided by the harmonized multi-cluster needs assessment 

tool. Households were randomly sampled using a Probability Proportional to Size (PPS) sampling model 

at a 90% confidence level and 5% margin of error. In total 280 HH were interviewed during the survey and 

7 key informants from the assessment area. The KII comprised camp leaders and area local authority who 

provided in-depth details with regards to the needs and gaps in the seven targeted camps/villages.  

The observation technique was also used as a data collection method to complement the interviews 

conducted during the assessment. The two methods deployed helped the assessment team to collect both 

qualitative and quantitative data that was analyzed to produce this report. In total, 7 enumerators were 

engaged during the exercise and were guided by the M&E leads from the two partners (HAPEN & DRC). 

Secondary data/information by other humanitarian actors in Somalia was also referenced while drafting 

this report to align the findings of the survey and to complement them.  

From the analysis of the data collected, below are the findings, sector-wise presented with more emphasis 

put on the key survey outcomes.  
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SURVEY FINDINGS 

Area of assessment: A total of seven camps/villages were assessed during the survey and their 

information recorded as shown in table 1 below.  

 Camp/village name GPS coordinates Newly arrived HH Total number of HH 

1 CAMP AJUARAN LAT:3.95171, 220 520   
LONG:41.89869    

2 CAMPJARON LAT:3.95828 240 790   
LONG:41.89926    

3 ODAA LAT:3.99625 150 545   
LONG:41.94380    

4  GAWIDO LAT:3.98795 250 837   
LONG:41.93003    

5  MALKARIE LAT:3.97643 180 494   
LONG:41.91420    

6  IDAN LAT:3.96143 210 1080   
LONG:41.92105    

7 B/ AMIN LAT:3.95567 280 1090   
LONG:41:89190  

 

Table 1 

Concerning the number of HH who are newly arrived in the 7 targeted camps, B/ AMIN camp recorded 

the highest number of newly arrived IDP HH between January and March 2021 followed by CAMP 

AJUARAN camp as shown in table 1 above. In general, there has been an influx of 29% of newly displaced 

people in this district who have settled in the 7 targeted camps/villages only within the first quarter of the 

year 2021.  This consequently increases the already existing humanitarian needs in these camps that calls 

for urgent intervention if saving lives is something to go by  

 

Graph 1 
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It can be noted from the above graph that CAMP AJUARAN has the highest percentage of newly arrived 

HH when compared to those who were already in that camp hence meaning the facilities available in this 

camp might be stressed in terms of usage therefore necessitating timely intervention 

FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOOD 

Access to food 

A majority (95%) of the assessed households reported inadequate access to food, reflecting the impact of 

the recent erupted violence plus other compounding shocks and limited humanitarian interventions, due 

to insecurity, in the Belet Xaawo district. In line with this, the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 

(FSNAU) in their January – March 2021 food security analysis, categorized Belet Xaawo to be partly in 

stress (Integrated Phase Classification (IPC Phase 2)1.  

IDP households were slightly more vulnerable with all assessed IDP households reporting inadequate 

access to food, compared to 75% of non-displaced households as reported by the key informants.  

Livelihood 

The majority (84%) of assessed households reported losing access to one or more income sources in the 

year before this assessment, suggesting declining economic resilience of households. The majority of the 

assessed population used to be small scale farmers back in their homes but with the recent combination 

of the compounding shocks such as Extensive floods, drought, Desert Locust infestations and insecurity 

issues in their home area, they were forced to flee and seek refuge in the camps. They consequently left 

behind what used to be their livelihood opportunities.  

The use of livelihood coping strategies was relatively common. Notable proportions, 28% and 22% of 

assessed households reported selling livestock before moving to the IDP camps and sending family 

members to live in a different place, such as an IDP settlement, respectively to meet basic household 

needs.  

Mainly do the fact that the assessed population have fled their homes due to one reason or the other, 

almost all of them reported having no access to land for cultivation and owning livestock suggesting 

declining production and by extension economic resilience of households.  

As with food assistance, no assessed households reported having received livelihood assistance in the 3 

months prior to this assessment again indicating limited humanitarian intervention in the IDP camps 

particularly for the newly arrived families.  

WASH  

Water access and availability 

In a reflection of high-water shortages in Belet Xaawo district, 80% of assessed households reported not 

having access to an adequate amount of water for their domestic use (drinking, washing and cooking). 

The majority of the respondents at 57% informed that there main source of water is from the river with 

                                                             
1 http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1153010/?iso3=SOM 
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another 43% indicating that they either source their water from the nearby shallow wells or the river as 

shown in graph 3 below. 

  

Graph 2      Graph 3 

The reported average number of litres of water per person per day for the majority of the HH (80%) was 

far below minimum SPHERE standards. This was a further indication of high water shortages in these 

camps with the main reasons for not having access to an adequate amount of water as argued by the 80% 

of the respondents was; 

1. Long-distance to the available water source, i.e. river Berkaad which is 7km from Camp 

Ajuran, 6km from camp Joran, 8km from Camp Idan and 5km from camp B/Amin. The other 

3 camps, Odaa, Gawido and Malkarie gets their water from shallow wells which are 3km, 4km 

and 3km away respectively. B/Amin, Ajuran and Joran camps used to get water from private 

shallow wells but for about six months now the water pumps have broken down and they are 

forced to source their water from the river Berkaad.   

2. Lack of enough containers to store or carry water, with most of the households reportedly 

owning an average of just a few containers especially the newly arrived HHs.  

Under the World Health Organization (WHO) Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP2), rivers are classified as 

surface water sources, which is the lowest category in terms of water quality and safety. The heavy 

reliance on surface water sources in these camps raises households’ risk of contraction of water-borne 

diseases such as Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD).  

Lack of water treatment practices as observed and reported by a majority (60%) of the interviewed HH 

further compounds the risks of health and nutrition of their health and nutrition.  

Travelling for long distances to fetch water raises the protection risk particularly for women, girls and 

children who are more prone to exploitation along the way.  

Sanitation 

About Eighty-five per cent (85%) from CAMP JARON and ninety per cent from CAMP ODAA of assessed 

households reported not having access to a latrine, suggesting high rates of open defecation in the area. 

This finding was affirmed through observation techniques, whereas well the KII cited that most of the 

people from these camps use the nearby bushes to ease themselves.   

                                                             
2 https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/jmp-2019-full-report.pdf 
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It was reported from the other 5 camps that people living there have access to communal latrines. 

However, camps like B/Amin, Ajuran and Joran it was reported that the HH share the limited available 

Latrines with most of them not separated by gender, 77% reported that they do not have functional 

handwashing facilities, 70% indicated that they are unhygienic, 63% reported that they are not lockable 

from inside and 60% indicated that they are not fit for access by disabled persons.  

 

Figure 1 (sample communal latrine that has broken down) 

Hygiene  

Most (85%) of the assessed households indicated not having access to soap. A lack of resources to 

purchase soap was the most commonly reported barrier to access, indicated by 93% of assessed 

households. Relatedly, soap was the most needed hygiene item by households, reported by 75% of 

assessed households, followed by chlorine tabs at 45%.   

Low awareness around handwashing, concerning defecation, was noted with only 31% and 29% of 

households indicated that one should wash their hands after defecating and after cleaning infants after 

they defecate respectively. This suggests a limited understanding of faecal-oral transmission routes which 

is particularly problematic given the frequent occurring of the outbreak of AWD in Somalia.  

 PROTECTION & CCM 

Significant protection concerns relating to the safety and security of vulnerable groups among the 

internally displaced in the seven assessed camps require immediate humanitarian assistance. It was 

observed in Joran, Ajuran and B/Amin camps that the houses are located very close to each other, with 

limited space in between which raise concerns of privacy as well as the risk of exploitation.  
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The survey also noted that the long-distance travelled by the IDPs in search of basic needs such as water 

to the nearby source increases the risks of sexual exploitation and harassment for the vulnerable groups 

including women and girls.   

In all the seven camps, there are no street lights that can facilitate movement at night for instance when 

visiting toilets, working or socializing. Lack of adequate lighting increases the risk of violence including 

physical assault, sexual and gender-based violence, robberies and gang attacks.  Most of the inhabitants 

live in fear of violent attacks. Poor settlement planning has resulted in the improper positioning of the 

limited available amenities such as latrines which poses a danger to those who are prone to exploitation 

and hence forcing them to use alternative methods such as open defecation.  

Limited to no leadership structures within the camps was reported by 80% of the respondents. Majority 

of the people rely on traditional and customary practices to solve disputes which according to 77% of the 

respondents are not always fair, often overshadowed by biasness in decision making.  However, the key 

informants argued that major disputes and cases are taken to the nearby Belet Hawo police station.  

The risk of forceful evictions cannot be ruled out as all 7 camps were noted to be located in an area where 

the land is owned by the local community and the IDPs have only be given temporary refuge.   

The below graph represents the various quoted protection challenges raised by the respondents from the 

various camps.  

 

Graph 4 

From the graph, it can be noted that domestic violence is widespread across the seven camps followed 

by discrimination of the minority groups.  The below table gives more illustrations on the same.  
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Discrimination of 
minorities. 

25% 26% 30% 39% 25% 35% 25% 

 

The KII informed that the only referral system handling serious protection-related incidences within the 

seven localities is SEDURO and TROCAIRE. The reported that the nearest health service that rape victims 

and various victims can be treated is in Beled Xaawo hospital, which is sponsored and maintained by 

Trocaire. 

SHELTER 

The HNO-2021 document reports that conflict, drought, flooding, evictions and cyclones are key drivers 

of displacement, which in turn exacerbates humanitarian shelter and NFI needs. This was affirmed during 

this survey as a majority of the beneficiaries (90%) across the 7 camps cited these as the key drivers for 

their displacement.  

Through observation, it was observed that many households in the 7 assessed IDP camps have 

substandard access to adequate shelter.  

The most common shelter type in most of the camps was buuls, reported by over 65% of households in 

all the 7 camps. Poor shelter condition was more highly reported in CAMP AJUARAN (90%) and 

CAMPJARON (92%) camps which were reported to having 42% and 30% respectively of newly arrived HH 

between January to March 2021.  

Only less than 20% of all the households assessed in all the 7 camps surveyed reported access to all key 

NFIs, in either good or poor but useable condition. The limited use of plastic sheeting as a floor cover in 

most of the shelters in all the camps reflects the limited accessibility of plastic sheeting and other NFIs. 

The camps leaders argued that shelter and NFI items remain unaffordable to many within the camps, 

leaving people to resort to coping mechanisms such as scavenging for NFIs, borrowing cash, living with 

others and moving from one location to another 

The local administration further urged that to avoid the diversion of resources meant to support the IDPs, 

they would highly recommend in-kind support. They continued to explain that this will not only minimize 

the risk of diversion of resources but also ensure the market response where prices are raised after cash 

is injected does not drive shelter items and NFIs out of reach. These findings or recommendations from 

the KII were complemented by the household survey outcome where when the beneficiaries were asked 

on which mode of distribution they preferred, the majority stated in-kind (70%) others cash (18%) and 

voucher system (12%). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Food Security and Livelihoods 

1. Immediate provision of life-saving assistance such as food aid to address critical malnutrition, 

critical food consumption gaps especially to those vulnerable groups (women, children, PWD, 

elderly etc.) living in IDP camps. 

2. Improve access to food through conditional and unconditional cash transfers 

3. In order to effectively respond to long term emergency food security and livelihood needs, it is 

recommended that more attention should be on the recovery and mitigation, including 

sustainable livelihood programmes and disaster risk reduction to the internally displaced 

communities and the host communities in Belet Hawa district 

4. To promote resilience of the IDP families who lost their livelihood opportunities as a result of the 

displacement, it’s recommended to establish durable solutions that will promote immediate and 

sustainable livelihoods to the displaced families. Example, this can be achieve through the 

provision of small seed grants to establish a livelihood activity etc. 

5. Provision of seasonal inputs for agriculture and livestock to the host community  

WASH 

1. Access to quality and safe water is an immediate need in IDP camps, as a significant proportion of 

households do not have access to sufficient water to meet emergency standards. 

2. The reliance on uncovered sources for drinking such as river source, and the limited use of water 

treatment either at source or at the household level as identified in the survey means that water 

quality is of concern. The knock-on effect of low-quality drinking water is likely to affect nutrition 

and health in the medium to long term. It therefore recommended that there should be 

immediate community training on how to improve the quality of water the source for domestic 

use and also the provision of water purify tablets. 

3. The JRNA noted that there is a significant number of people from CAMPJARON and ODAA camps 

who practice open defecation, a reflection of the limited coverage of latrines. This would 

therefore require the provision of sanitation facilities that will be accessible by all groups including 

PWD and the elderly. The facilities should be lockable and be gender segregated to promote safety 

and dignity when using them. 

4. To support and promote the sustainability usage of latrines amongst those IDPs practicing open 

defecation, information campaigns and awareness creation session should be carried out.   

5. Best hygiene practices training and awareness creation is highly recommended as it was reported 

that there a low awareness around handwashing, concerning defecation, with only 31% and 29% 

of households indicated that one should wash their hands after defecating and after cleaning 

infants after they defecate respectively. 

Shelter 

1. Provide emergency shelter and basic non-food items (NFIs) assistance and ensure the 1,530 newly 

arrived households in the 7 assessed IDP camps are prioritized. 

2. Provide the emergency shelter and NFI kits in-kind to avoid likely diversion of resources  

3. Incorporate basic planning of sites during development of shelter in a bid to decongest the camps, 

improve access and make it easier to deliver other services.  
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Protection & CCM 

1. Conduct immediate community awareness raising on drought and conflict induced harmful coping 

practices such as child marriages, hazardous child work and child recruitment among others. 

Awareness campaigns should include messages on services provided by various agencies as well 

prevention of COVID-19 

2. Strengthen existing referral pathways, case management based on specific needs including  

medical care and psychosocial support 

3. IDPs especially women, girls and boys reported feel unsafe in the settlement, it is therefore 

important to initiate measures to increase safety and security in the settlements. Efforts should 

be put in place to support proper camp setting, proper housing to increase privacy as well as 

decongest the settlement 

4. Conduct basic improvement of roads, drainage and waste management. Preferably consider cash 

for work approach to inject cash in to the camps and increase purchasing power. 

5.  Street lights should be installed to bring benefits such as diminished risk of gender-based 

violence, enable children to do homework after school, enable women to access water sources, 

shops, etc and community members to conduct businesses at night thus increasing income.  

6. Due to the overcrowding in the settlements, women and girl friendly spaces should be established 

to provide space to respond to children and women’s needs and an entry point for working with 

affected communities. 

7. Latrines and other community infrastructures should be planned in a way that persons with 

special needs can have access. 

8. Community-based structures should be strengthened to provide support on identifying, reporting 

and responding to protection issues as well as supporting effective community messaging on 

prevention of violence, exploitation and abuse in times of emergencies. 

9. Establish and strengthen governance structures and improve communication channels within the 

camps. 

10. Conduct mapping in the camps to identify the specific gaps in service delivery.   

 

 


