
Alleviating poverty through Disaster Risk Reduction in
North-West Bangladesh  

"The project has addressed the disaster
risk reduction and climate risk
management through community
capacity building, developing
infrastructures, food security
interventions for vulnerable households
and coordination of advocacy activities."

Mr Abdur Rahman

Context 

Bangladesh is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world.
Natural disasters such as floods, droughts, cyclones and tornadoes
regularly occur, destroying wealth, lives and the environment.
Development in the north-west of the country is particularly vulnerable to
such damage. The Kurigram and Lalmonirhat districts are surrounded
by the mighty rivers Tista, Bramaputra, Dhrala, Dudhkumar. 

Objectives 

The project enhances the resilience of poor rural communities to
natural disasters and strengthens local authorities' capacity to
alleviate poverty.

Impact  Major Achievements up to April 2011

Community-level institutions have been strengthened and
developed through training in disaster risk reduction and climate
change alleviation. The project facilitated regular meetings of
disaster management committees, conducted community risk
assessments and contributed to the implementation of community
risk-reduction action plans.

Improved community coping capacity with appropriate structural
measures considering highest flood level and climate change
predictions of flooding like raising the plinths of high risk and
vulnerable houses, emergency safe shelters, emergency evacuation
routes, installation of hygienic latrines and tube wells, providing
evacuation boat and road side plantation, etc. 

The food security of highly vulnerable people has been improved
through training in a range of livelihood options, as well as providing
fast-growing and flood-tolerant varieties of rice, maize & potato
seeds. 
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Facts and Figures  

EU Contribution:
€ 1 million (69% of
total budget)
Project period:
January 2009 to
December 2012
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Now Barkat lives a flood-free life

"I am Muhammad Barkat, and my livelihood used to be vulnerable to
flooding and river erosion. Flooding was a regular phenomenon in my
village of Sonaikazi in Kurigram district. My life used to be full of anxiety,
as a new flood could strike at any time. During the annual flooding, my
house would be flooded and my household's valuable assets would be
damaged. We did not have access to shelter during floods. Sometimes I
could not manage to get any food for my family and sometimes we had
to live on the roof of our house.

"The EU-funded Disaster Risk Reduction project helped me to
understand the issue of flooding and provided guidance on disaster
preparedness and climate change adaptation. The project also provided
support to raise the foundations of my home so that it is now above the
highest predicted flood level, and also installed a flood-resistant latrine &
tube well. After the raising of the house's foundations in 2009, my home
has not been inundated despite the 2010 flooding.

"During the 2009 flooding, my daughter-in-law had to leave the house
for safe shelter, but now she feels comfortable in our house and stays
here with our family. I've also cultivated various vegetables such as
spinach, red amaranth, sweet gourd, wax gourd, lady’s finger, bottle
gourd, long yard, papaya, both in the dry and monsoon seasons. We
consumed some of these and also sold 50 bottle gourds, papayas and
other vegetables, earning € 20 last year. Now my family is better
nourished and I can collect fuel and preserve it for use during the
flooding season, when many families shelter in my house with their
cattle, food and other belongings. Now, my family and I are very happy
in living flood-free lives."

Muhammat Barkat and his wife 
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