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Briefing Note – 23 September 2015 
Sierra Leone 
Flooding in Bo and Pujehun  
 

 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

  X   

 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact  X    

 

Crisis Overview 

Since early September, several areas of Sierra Leone have experienced flooding due 

to torrential rains. 2,630 people in three chiefdoms in Bo district have been affected 

since 4 September. In Pujehun district, 1,951 people have been affected across seven 

districts. In Freetown, 12,000 people are estimated to be affected, the majority of whom 

are displaced and staying in stadiums. Priority needs in Bo and Pujehun include food, 

shelter and NFIs, and WASH. There is a high risk of water-borne disease outbreaks.  

In Freetown, the response in underway and immediate needs are covered. Gaps are 

reported in WASH support, particularly as overcrowding and a lack of hygiene and 

adequate sanitation increase the risk of Ebola transmission. 

Affected groups Bo district Pujehun district Freetown 

Total population 
affected areas 

91,610 131,540 1,200,000 

Affected population   2,630 1,951 12,000 

% population affected 2.9% 1.5% 1% 

Displaced 1,000 - 8,510 

 

Sources: SL Census 2004, World Atlas, IFRC 18/09/2015, FAO 16/09/2015, Save the Children 18/09/2015, 
international organization 21/09/2015 
 

 

Key Findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

Nine communities in Kakua, Bagbwe, and Boama chiefdoms in 

Bo are affected. People have suffered extensive damage to their 

houses, and more than 1,000 people are displaced in six villages. 

They are mainly staying in schools.  

In Pujehun, seven chiefdoms have been affected. There is 

widespread damage to latrines, and a lack of access to safe 

water. Food losses have been reported in both districts. There is 

a risk of water-borne disease outbreaks.  

Immediate needs of displaced populations in Freetown are 

covered by the ongoing response. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Bo district: Priorities include shelter and NFIs, particularly to 

displaced persons. The affected population identified food as 

a priority, as food items and livestock have been lost. 

Displaced people are at high risk of illnesses such as acute 

respiratory infections and water-borne diseases due to 

inadequate sanitation 

 Pujehun district: WASH is the priority, as water sources and 

latrines were damaged by the floods. People have suffered 

agricultural losses and they have reported food needs. There 

is a need for health assistance, as some primary health units 

were damaged, as well as medicine stocks. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Due to poor road conditions, affected communities were hard to 

reach after the onset of the floods, which has delayed the 

response. Some communities are still only reachable by 

motorbike or canoe.  

 

 

 

  

http://www.sierra-leone.org/Census/ssl_final_results.pdf
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sierraleone/slfacts.htm
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis Impact 

Bo district: Heavy rain over 4–6 September caused flooding as tributaries of the Sewa 

River burst their banks (FAO, 16/09/2015). As of 12 September, floods were reportedly 

beginning to ebb (FAO, 12/09/2015). At least 2,630 people are affected, though some report 

as many as 3,293 people (IFRC, 18/09/2015; FAO, 16/09/2015; international organisation, 21/09/2015). 

Nine communities are affected across Kakua, Bagbwe, and Boama chiefdoms. More 

than 1,000 people have been displaced in six villages (FAO, 16/09/2015). Priority needs are 

food, shelter, sanitation, clothing, and water (FAO, 12/09/2015).  

Pujehun district: Torrential rain over 15–17 September caused flooding. At least one 

person has drowned (IFRC, 18/09/2015). As of 18 September, 1,951 people are affected 

across seven chiefdoms (Save the Children, 18/09/2015). Priority needs include safe water 

and latrines, food, psychosocial support, NFIs, agricultural support, and education (Save 

the Children, 20/09/2015). Some are leaving pre-emptively, fearing further flooding (Save the 

Children, 18/09/2015). 

Freetown saw flooding after torrential rains on 16 September. Worst affected areas are 

Kroo Bay, Moyiba, Aberdeen, Cockerill Bay, and Wilkinson Road (OCHA, 18/09/2015). 

WASH is the priority concern, with damage to water points, overflowing wells, and 

latrines, and clogged drainage (Save the Children RNA, 09/2015). As of 21 August, at least 

12,000 people are affected, the majority of whom are staying in two stadiums (international 

organisation, 21/09/2015). It is suspected that non-displaced people are also arriving at the 

stadiums looking for assistance. There are concerns for Ebola transmission in the 

stadiums, due to crowded living conditions and a lack of hygiene (Save the Children RNA, 

09/2015; international organisation, 21/09/2015). Twelve deaths have been reported (VOA, 

18/09/2015). Government and humanitarian actors are providing assistance in the form of 

food, WASH, and health and nutrition assistance, covering immediate needs (OCHA, 

18/09/2015; ECHO, 19/09/2015).  

 

Bo District 

Shelter and NFIs: As of 15 September, those displaced by the floods were still in 

shelters, as their houses have suffered extensive damage (ECHO, 18/09/2015). The 

displaced are in need of NFIs for temporary shelter support (IFRC, 18/09/2015). 217 houses 

were completely destroyed, and hundreds more have become inhabitable: at least 339 

houses were severely damaged (IFRC, 18/09/2015).. Structures have weakened due to 

prolonged contact with stagnant water. In Njama village, all houses were destroyed. 

People have moved to Gerihun, where they are mainly staying in schools. In other 

locations, people are sheltering in community centres, schools, or with host families 

(FAO, 16/09/2015; FAO, 12/09/2015). Many people have lost their clothing (FAO, 12/09/2015). 

Food: People have reportedly lost food items and livestock. Agricultural land was 

flooded, damaging and destroying crops. The extent of agricultural loss remains to be 

assessed. The majority of victims rely on agriculture for their livelihoods (FAO, 16/09/2015).  

Health: Affected populations are at risk of acute respiratory affected and other illnesses, 

particularly those staying in school buildings and community centres (FAO, 16/09/2015).  

WASH: Sanitation is inadequate among affected populations, increasing the risk of 

waterborne disease (IFRC, 18/09/2015). 

 

Pujehun District 

WASH: Reports of water-logged springs are widespread, and latrines are generally 

insufficient and in poor condition. Where latrines are available, many have been 

damaged. There are reports of latrines in primary health units being damaged (Save the 

Children, 20/09/2015; 21/09/2015).  

Food: Food losses have been reported, particularly in Ya Kemoh Kpukumu chiefdom, 

where 13 communities have lost cassava, pepper, and rice crops. In Potoru community, 

Barri chiefdom, households have lost groundnut seeds, which could impact their 

livelihoods (Save the Children, 20/09/2015).  

Health: In Kpaka chiefdom, at least one primary health unit was reported to be damaged 

by the rains, as well as some medicines (Save the Children, 21/09/2015). Similar reports come 

from Mano Sakrim chiefdom (Save the Children, 18/09/2015). 

Shelter: At least 16 households lost their homes (IFRC, 18/09/2015). Several others have 

suffered damage. In some communities, people have been displaced.  

Education: Not all children are attending school. Many have lost materials, including 

books and uniforms (Save the Children, 20/09/2015).  

 

Impact on Critical Infrastructure  

The main road between Kenema and Bo towns was affected. For some time, all traffic 

was cut off at Bebeye Bridge and Gerihun, but access has since been restored (FAO, 

16/09/2015). 

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected 

In Bo, 614 women are affected, and 1,259 children, of whom 301 are under five (FAO, 

12/09/2015). 

http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/sierra-leone/ocha-flash-update-no-2-sierra-leone-flooding-freetown
http://reliefweb.int/report/sierra-leone/thousands-displaced-floods-freetown
http://reliefweb.int/report/sierra-leone/thousands-displaced-floods-freetown
http://reliefweb.int/report/sierra-leone/ocha-flash-update-no-2-sierra-leone-flooding-freetown
http://reliefweb.int/report/sierra-leone/ocha-flash-update-no-2-sierra-leone-flooding-freetown
http://reliefweb.int/report/sierra-leone/sierra-leone-floods-ocha-echo-echo-daily-flash-19-september-2015
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/aggregator/sources/6_en
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
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In Pujehun, 463 women are affected, and 781 children, including 282 under five. In 

addition, people with disabilities and pregnant and lactating women are among the 

affected (Save the Children Assessment, 18/09/2015). 

 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

Affected communities in Bo and Pujehun were temporarily inaccessible due to the 

flooding and poor road conditions, which delayed the delivery of assistance (IFRC, 

18/09/2015). 

Due to poor road conditions, some of the affected communities are only reachable by 

canoe or motorbike (Save the Children Communication, 09/2015). In Sumbuya and Gbomokor 

communities, Pujehun district, residents have been improving the road conditions to 

facilitate access (Save the Children, 21/09/2015).  

 

Aggravating Factors 

Weather 

More rain is likely to fall until the end of the season, in October, which could lead to 

further flooding (FEWSNET).  Weather forecasts indicate that further heavy rain is 

expected in the affected regions. The lack of early warning systems could further expose 

communities to flooding (IFRC, 18/09/2015).  

Living in Flood-prone Areas 

The Ministry of Land and Country Planning has started conducting preliminary surveys 

for possible relocation of communities in flood-prone areas since the onset of the floods 

(FAO, 12/09/2015). Forced relocation could lead to protection concerns.  

Ebola 

The largest reported Ebola outbreak has been ongoing in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra 

Leone for more than one year. New Ebola cases continue to be reported in Sierra 

Leone, though weekly incidence is low (WHO, 16/09/2015). Population displacement 

increases the risk of transmission, and in displacement sites in Freetown several 

suspected cases have been reported. A lack of access to affected communities, 

crowded conditions, and a lack of adherence to infection prevention measures, including 

hygiene practices, could lead to new localised outbreaks. 

 

Weak WASH Infrastructure 

Flooding in Sierra Leone often overwhelms existing WASH systems. Contamination of 

drinking water and sewage overflows are common during the rainy season (Wateraid, 

2012).  

Waterborne Disease Outbreaks 

As damage to latrines and a lack of safe drinking water have been reported, the risk of 

waterborne diseases is high. The risk is compounded by a poor health system. Already 

before the Ebola outbreak, Sierra Leone’s resources for health were very limited. The 

impact of the Ebola outbreak has further complicated health service delivery in a country 

that already had extremely limited health resources, as most were diverted to the Ebola 

response (IRIN, 12/08/2014). As of July, 1,300 primary healthcare facilities reportedly 

needed to be restored (government, 09/07/2015). An outbreak due to contamination of water 

sources and inadequate health services poses a serious risk to children. 14% of deaths 

among children under-five are related to diarrhoea. (Freetown WASH Consortium, 04/2015). 

Cholera is endemic and outbreaks are recurrent in Sierra Leone. Though the last major 

outbreak was reported in 2012, the risk of an outbreak remains (WHO, 08/10/2012). Delayed 

assistance since the onset of the floods due to access constraints, particularly in Bo, is 

increasing the risk of outbreaks of acute watery diarrhoea (IFRC, 18/09/2015). 

Important Upcoming Events 

The rice harvest in Sierra Leone starts in September (FEWSNET). Some damage to rice 

crops has already been reported. Continued presence of floodwater and future intense 

rainfall could negatively affect the rice harvest in the affected areas.  

Other Factors of Vulnerability 

Disruption of agricultural and trade activities due to Ebola by-laws have affected 

agricultural production and food security. As of June, Bo was among the most affected 

districts (Government, FAO and WFP, 30/06/2015). A further impact on livelihoods and 

food security will stretch households’ coping capacities, and could deteriorate their 

situation. 

 

Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 

Demographic profile: In Bo, thee of 15 chiefdoms are affected. The overall population 

in the three affected chiefdoms is 91,610, but IFRC reports the overall population in 

affected communities to be 8,695 (SL Census, 2004; IFRC, 18/09/2015). In Pujehun, seven of 

12 chiefdoms are affected, which have a total population of 131,540 (SL Census, 2004). 

The majority of the Sierra Leone population is rural (ACAPS, 17/12/2014).  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fews.net/west-africa/sierra-leone
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/report/100480/ebola-response-up-but-huge-gaps-remain
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2012_10_08/en/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fews.net/west-africa/sierra-leone
http://www.sierra-leone.org/Census/ssl_final_results.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.sierra-leone.org/Census/ssl_final_results.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/c-acaps-country-profile-sierra-leone.pdf
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Food security: As of April 2015, 43% of Sierra Leone’s population was food insecure, 

including 426,000 (7%) severely. Bo is among the districts that were most severely 

affected by disruptions in agricultural production and market activities during the Ebola 

outbreak (Government, FAO and WFP, 30/06/2015). Food insecurity levels are 

historically highest in Pujehun. The lean season lasts June–August (WFP, 2011).  

Nutrition: In Bo, 45% of children under five suffer chronic malnutrition, including 22% 

severely. In 2013, acute malnutrition was 12%, including 6% severely. Acute 

malnutrition was somewhat lower in Pujehun, at 9%, and 3% severely. Chronic 

malnutrition was slightly more prevalent: 46%, and 24% severely (SL DHS, 2013). 

Health: Infant mortality is 117 per 1,000 live births. Under-five mortality is 187 per 1,000 

live births (UNDP 2014). Maternal mortality is 1,100 per 100,000 live births (WB 2013). These 

indicators are among the worst in the world.  

WASH: Access to improved water sources is 46% in rural areas and 88% in urban. 

Coverage of improved sanitation is much lower: 6% in rural and 22% in urban areas. 

Open defecation is higher in rural areas, at 26%, compared to 7% in urban areas (SL 

DHS, 2013). 

Lighting and cooking: 98% of Sierra Leone’s population uses solid fuels for cooking. 

85% uses wood, and 14% uses charcoal (Clean Cookstoves). 

Literacy: In Sierra Leone, 36% of women and 52% of men are literate (SLDHS, 2013).  

 

Response Capacity 

Local and National Response Capacity 

The Office for National Security is responsible for the coordination of the disaster 

response, and acts as a first responder. Response capacity at the district level is low, 

mainly due to a lack of resources. There is no disaster management agency operating 

at the district level, and district councils have no contingency plans or budget for 

disasters. Capacity to forecast and disaster preparedness are minimal. However, some 

efforts for improvement have been made in response to the current floods, including the 

establishment of the Bo District Disaster Management Committee, (FAO, 12/09/2015).  

The government has appealed to humanitarian actors to assist in the flood response 

(IFRC, 18/09/2015). The central government so far has mainly been focused on the flood 

response in Freetown and Western Area, rather than in Bo and Pujehun (government, 

17/09/2015). The Sierra Leone Red Cross society has started delivering assistance, 

mainly in affected areas of Bo (IFRC, 18/09/2015). 

International Response Capacity 

Many international agencies were present in the country before the onset of the floods, 

as they were responding to the Ebola epidemic. FAO is carrying out a comprehensive 

assessment in the affected areas of Bo and Pujehun, and has started to distribute relief 

(FAO, 12/09/2015; FAO 16/09/2015). Save the Children has started distributing shelter support.  

 

Information Gaps and Needs 

 The number of people displaced and in need of shelter is unknown in Pujehun 

district, and their locations remain unclear. 

 There is no information about the impact of the floods on WASH facilities in Bo 

district. 

 There are reports of health problems, and a need for medication. However, no 

information is available on the most prevalent health issues among the affected 

population, and the extent of damage to primary health units is unclear. 

 

Lessons Learned 

Anticipating the impact of seasonality is crucial to mitigate the impact of the rainy 

season, particularly in relation to the effects of a rising water table and flooding on 

WASH facilities. The negative impact could be reduced if this is taken into account 

during the construction or rehabilitation of facilities (ACAPS, 19/05/2015). 

  

http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/PR42/PR42.pdf
http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/PR42/PR42.pdf
http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/PR42/PR42.pdf
http://cleancookstoves.org/country-profiles/35-sierra-leone.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.statehouse.gov.sl/index.php/component/content/article/34-news-articles/1336-president-koroma-urges-flood-disaster-team-to-sustain-effective-response
http://www.statehouse.gov.sl/index.php/component/content/article/34-news-articles/1336-president-koroma-urges-flood-disaster-team-to-sustain-effective-response
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRSL006.pdf
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/329311/
http://acaps.org/img/documents/t-acaps-bn-ebola-wash-19-may-2015.pdf
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Map of the Affected Areas 

  


