
ACAPS Briefing Note: Violence in Northeast Afghanistan 

   

1 

 

Briefing Note – 13 October 2015 

Afghanistan 
Conflict and Displacement in  
the Northeast, Kunduz City, and Kabul 
 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

   X  

 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   x   

 

Crisis Overview 

On 28 September, the Taliban launched a major offensive in the northeast, focusing on 

Kunduz city, the capital of Kunduz province. On 4 October, Taliban forces also attacked 

Maimana, capital of Faryab province, but were pushed back by Afghan forces with US-

led coalition air support. As of 12 October, Afghan forces have reportedly regained 

control of most of Kunduz, but fighting continues in and around the city.  

At least 55 people have been killed and hundreds wounded. 150,000 people remain 

within Kunduz city without access to humanitarian assistance. The Taliban are reported 

to have carried out severe violations of human rights, including targeting civilians. 

US forces bombed Kunduz hospital, run by MSF, on 3 October, killing at least 22 

patients and staff. The hospital is no longer operational and health services are very 

limited. No other humanitarian organisations are operating in Kunduz city. Trauma 

patients are being redirected to the hospital in Imam Saheb district of Kunduz province.  

Between 100,000 and 140,000 people have been displaced by the surge in violence, 

mainly from Kunduz province, but also from Balkh, Baghlan, Takhar, and Badakhshan. 

Several bomb and suicide attacks were carried on in the capital Kabul on 5, 9, and 11 
October. 

 

 

Key Findings 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

The Taliban are likely to increase their attacks on Takhar, 

Badakhshan, and Baghlan provinces, to consolidate their control 

of northeast Afghanistan. This will create additional displacement 

and increase humanitarian needs.  

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Health services are the priority in the northeast, in particular 

trauma care. No organizations are delivering health care in 

Kunduz and surrounding areas at this stage. Health services 

are also needed for over 7,000 families in camps in Taloqan 

area. 

 Food security assistance. Many residents have been 

confined to their homes and may have depleted food stocks.  

 Shelter and NFIs for the over 100,000 people displaced in 

the northeast, especially those in camps.  

 WASH is a key priority in Kunduz, because water supplies 

were cut off in the city. In IDP camps in other areas of the 

region, water delivery has started. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

 After the MSF hospital was hit by a US airstrike, it pulled out 

of Kunduz. There are no other international humanitarian 

organisations in the city. 

 Roads leading out of Kunduz are now reportedly open but 

fighting is reported to be severely limiting humanitarian 

access.  

 Road infrastructure in most areas of Afghanistan is poor or 

non-existent, and banditry is common on the few functioning 

highways. 

 The Taliban has reportedly been able to gather personal 

information of NGO staff, government employees and 

security personnel. This may increase the likelihood of these 

groups being targeted in the future  

 

Limitations        

Lack of access due to insecurity is challenging needs assessment activities, and the 

provision of humanitarian assistance in Kunduz City. 

http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis Impact 

The Taliban launched an offensive in northeast Afghanistan on 28 September, focusing 

on Kunduz province. As of 12 October, Afghan security forces are reported to have 

regained control of most of Kunduz city, but sporadic fighting continues (The Voice Times 

07/10/2015; BBC 28/09/2015; ECHO 12/10/2015). Heavy clashes have also been reported in 

Takhar province, particularly the districts of Barak, Khuja Ghar, Dashte-Qala, and 

Taloqan (Community World Service Asia 08/10/2015). On 4 October, the Taliban attacked 

Maimana, capital of Faryab province, but was pushed back by Afghan forces with air 

support from US-led coalition (International Business Times 05/10/2015; New York Times 

05/10/2015). On 13 October, around 2,000 Taliban insurgents attacked Ghazni with a 

strategy similar to the attacks of Kunduz and Maimana, but they didn’t manage to seize 

the city (The Guardian 13/10/2015). 

The Taliban took control of several districts in Farah and Faryab provinces in the week 

up to 12 October, and controls areas that it seized in Badakhshan, Takhar, and Baghlan 

provinces in the previous week (ECHO 12/10/2015). 

150,000 people are still in Kunduz city (ECHO 12/10/2015; Reuters 06/10/2015; VOA 06/10/2015). 

At least 55 civilians have been killed and hundreds wounded (Reuters 06/10/2015). The 

main supply lines have been disrupted (Reuters 29/09/2015).  

A high number of attacks in Kabul has also been reported (The Guardian 11/10/2015). On 5 

October, a tribal elder’s house and a building belonging to a former Helmand politician 

were targeted. Later the same day, an intelligence centre was attacked (Reuters 

05/10/2015). On 9 October a bomb attack caused one death and three wounded near 

Chendawol religious site (Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty 09/10/2015). On 11 October, a 

suicide attack targeting an international military convoy wounded three civilians (Reuters 

11/10/2015). 

Displacement 

Between 100,000 and 140,000 people have been displaced in the northeast. Over 7,900 

displaced families (55,300 individuals) are thought to be in Taloqan, Takhar – some are 

in camps. The number of IDPs is reported to be growing very rapidly in Haji camp, 

Mazar-e-Sharif, and in Taloqan city in Takhar (OCHA 12/10/2015). Thousands are at the 

border crossing with Tajikistan, in Sherkhan Bander. A further 20,000 people have fled 

to Kabul (OCHA 11/10/2015; ECHO 12/10/2015). Most are from Kunduz province. Other areas 

of origin include Taloqan, Rostaq, and Keshem in Takhar; Fayzabad in Badakhshan; 

Pul-e-Khumri in Baghlan; and Mazar-e-Sharif in Balkh, where the group has seized 

several districts in the last weeks (ECHO 12/10/2015; OCHA 05/10/2015; DPA International 

09/10/2015).  

It is considered very likely that the Taliban will increase attacks in the northeast, to 

consolidate control. This may cause additional, as well as secondary, displacement 
(Understanding War 06/10/2015). 

Health: As of 5 October, over 600 wounded were reported to have been treated. 

Numbers are likely to rise sharply as the government announced operations to clear 

areas of the city under Taliban control (Reuters 05/10/2015). The destruction of the MSF 

hospital means there are no longer any trauma facilities in the region; tens of thousands 

of people are without medical care (MSF 07/10/2015; VICE News 06/10/2015). As of 11 October, 

trauma cases are also being redirected to the 50-bed hospital in the Imam Saheb 

district, north of Kunduz. 60 of 64 health facilities in Kunduz province were operational 

on 8 October. Health facilities are reported to be operational also in Mazar and in 

Taloqan, with mobile clinics operating in Haji camp in Mazar, and in Baish Bator, and 

Baghi Shirkat camps in Taloqan. The presence of female staff is very limited due to 

insecurity (OCHA 11/10/2015).  

On 8 October, several cases of diarrhoea and pneumonia were reported among IDPs 

in a camp in Takhar province (Pajhwok 08/10/2015).  

Shelter and NFIs: Between 100,000 and 140,000 people displaced in the northeast 

since 28 September are in need of emergency shelter and NFIs. An unknown number 

have fled to Mazar-e-Sharif, to a camp that is reported to be overcrowded (OCHA 

07/10/2015; ECHO 12/10/2015; OCHA 05/10/2015). In Taloqan, a gap in NFI coverage for 4,000 

families was reported on 11 October (OCHA 11/10/2015). 

WASH: Water supplies have reportedly been cut off in most areas of Kunduz, and water 

availability in the city is very limited (OCHA 05/10/2015; United Nations 05/10/2015; NRC 

05/10/2015). 2,812 families are reported in urgent need of hygiene kits (OCHA 11/10/2015). 

Protection: During the three days the Taliban had control of Kunduz, they reportedly 

targeted civilians. According to some women’s rights and human rights activists, the 

group had a list of people to target. Rape has been reported (Amnesty International 

01/10/2015). The Taliban has freed over 700 inmates from Kunduz city prison, including 

hundreds of Taliban members, raising protection concerns (Al Jazeera 30/09/2015). 

Food: As of 11 October, local media reports civilians in Kunduz are running out of food, 

and water, and are left without electricity, at the end of the second week since the city 

was attacked (Tolo News 11/10/2015). Some shops have reportedly reopened, but prices 

are reported to be very high (OCHA 11/10/2015).  On 5 October, widespread food shortages 

were reported, and food prices rapidly increased (OCHA 05/10/2015; ToloNews 30/09/2015). 

Restricted movement due to fighting is preventing many residents from accessing food 

sources (Reuters 04/10/2015; Xinhua Net 05/10/2015).  

http://www.thevoicetimes.com/security-forces-retake-kunduz-city-center/
http://www.thevoicetimes.com/security-forces-retake-kunduz-city-center/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34377565
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://communityworldservice.asia/situation-update-afghanistan-continuous-conflict-displacement-in-northeastern-parts/
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/afghanistan-taliban-attacks-faryab-capital-maimana-sparking-fighting-1522424
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/06/world/asia/kunduz-afghanistan-taliban.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/06/world/asia/kunduz-afghanistan-taliban.html?_r=0
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/13/afghan-forces-repel-taliban-attack-on-ghazni-as-offensive-spreads
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/06/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0S00VW20151006
http://www.voanews.com/content/renewed-fighting-report-in-afghanistan-kunduz/2993274.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/06/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0S00VW20151006
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/29/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0RT0JO20150929
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/oct/11/raf-personnel-afghanistan-helicopter-crash
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/05/us-afghanistan-attack-kabul-idUSKCN0RZ1UB20151005
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/05/us-afghanistan-attack-kabul-idUSKCN0RZ1UB20151005
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghan-officials-four-civilans-killed-in-attacks/27297642.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/11/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0S504A20151011
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/11/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0S504A20151011
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/mhb_2015_september_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan_Conflict%20situation%20in%20nort%20easter%20provinces_11_october_2015.pdf
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Pages%20from%20ocha_afghanistan_north_east_situation_report_4_to_05_october_2015.pdf
http://www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/after-kunduz-afghans-fear-more-gains-for-taliban-in-volatile-north-a-46778075.html
http://www.dpa-international.com/news/asia/after-kunduz-afghans-fear-more-gains-for-taliban-in-volatile-north-a-46778075.html
http://www.understandingwar.org/map/militant-attack-and-support-zones-afghanistan-april-october-6-2015
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/05/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0RZ0J020151005
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/msf-calls-state-activation-international-humanitarian-fact-finding-commission
https://news.vice.com/article/us-attack-on-msf-hospital-in-kunduz-leaves-patients-with-nowhere-left-to-turn
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/subscription-required?redirect_from=434611
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Afghanistan%20Northeast%20SitRep%205.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Afghanistan%20Northeast%20SitRep%205.pdf
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-search
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-search
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_north_east_situation_report_4_-_05_october_2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_north_east_situation_report_4_-_05_october_2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52176#.VhOd0vntlBc
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9206935#.VhOfpfntlBd
http://www.nrc.no/?did=9206935#.VhOfpfntlBd
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/10/afghanistan-harrowing-accounts-emerge-of-the-talibans-reign-of-terror-in-kunduz/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/10/afghanistan-harrowing-accounts-emerge-of-the-talibans-reign-of-terror-in-kunduz/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/09/analysis-taliban-focus-freeing-prisoners-150930065212042.html
https://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/21826-afghan-forces-continue-to-push-back-insurgents-in-kunduz-city
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_north_east_situation_report_4_-_05_october_2015.pdf
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/21640-kunduz-crisis-pushes-up-takhar-hotel-rates
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/04/us-afghanistan-attack-siege-idUSKCN0RY0RX20151004
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-10/05/c_134685629.htm
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Critical Infrastructure 

As of 11 October, reports indicate that electricity has been restored in few areas of 

Kunduz. The whole city was reported to be without electricity from 28 September (Reuters 

04/10/2015; OCHA 11/10/2015). 

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected   

Some reports indicate the Taliban has targeted media workers. Taliban took control of 

some news outlets in Kunduz and several media workers are missing (Reporters Without 

Borders 29/09/2015). The Taliban has gained access to personal information, including 

photos and addresses, of aid workers, human rights and women’s rights activists, as 

well as government employees (Amnesty International 01/10/2015). 

 

Humanitarian Constraints  

 On 3 October, US forces bombed a hospital in Kunduz run by MSF, killing at least 

22 patients and staff. MSF has since pulled out of Kunduz. Consequently, no 

humanitarian organisations are operating in Kunduz city (Reuters 05/10/2015; New York 

Times 04/10/2015).  

 Roads leading out of Kunduz are now reportedly open but the security situation 

continues to severely hinder the ability to conduct assessments and deliver 

humanitarian assistance (ECHO 05/10/2015). 

 Road infrastructure in most areas of Afghanistan is poor or non-existent, and 

banditry is common on the few functioning highways. 

 The Taliban has reportedly been able to gather personal information of NGO staff, 

government employees and security personnel. This security threat may push 

additional aid workers to leave the country. 

 

 

Aggravating Factors 

Food Security 

Damage caused by flooding in the past months has severely reduced food stocks in the 

region and had already raised food prices (Food Security Cluster 31/07/2015). 

 

 

Winter 

Health risks for IDPs living in vulnerable conditions will increase as temperatures fall 

from mid-October (IDMC 16/07/2015). 

 

Contextual Information  

Drivers of the Current Conflict 

Kunduz is the first major city to be retaken by the Taliban since their regime was 

overthrown in 2001 (The Guardian 30/09/2015). Since December 2014, and the withdrawal 

of the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), bringing a decrease in 

international security forces from around 130,000 to around 12,000, the Taliban has 

gained strength. Despite a change in its leadership in July, an increase in inter-faction 

clashes, and a rising number of insurgents allegedly belonging to the Islamic State on 

Afghan territory, the Taliban has managed to expand activity to the north of the country 

(New York Times 28/07/2015; BBC 30/07/2015; Reuters 29/06/2015). It has carried out an increased 

number of suicide and bomb attacks throughout the country in 2015 (BBC 29/09/2015; 

Brookings 26/05/2015; NATO 01/09/2015, 27/02/2015). 

Kunduz is a crucial transportation hub for the north of the country, linking the capital 

with the roads to Tajikistan in the north, and to Mazar-e-Sharif in the west. The city was 

a key Taliban stronghold in in 2001. This attack, together with the ones that failed in 

Maimana, Faryab province, and in Ghazni, signal a change in the group’s strategy. The 

Taliban now aims to take over province capitals after having seized a good number of 

rural districts, instead of limiting its activity to isolated suicide, bomb, or armed attacks  
(The Guardian 29/09/2015, 13/10/2015; ABC 28/09/2015; BBC 29/09/2015; International Business Times 

05/10/2015; OCHA 12/10/2015). 

 

Stakeholders 

Taliban: The Taliban is a conservative Islamic group that emerged during the Afghan 

civil war in the early 1990s. It took control of Afghanistan in 1996 and ruled the country 

until 2001, when it was overthrown by ISAF, on the grounds of its harbouring of Al 

Qaeda (Council on Foreign Relations 04/07/2015; Encyclopaedia Britannica 05/08/2015, 02/06/2015; 

United Nations Security Council 13/10/2003). In 2014 the Taliban was estimated to number 

around 60,000 fighters (VOA 06/03/2014). As of October 2015 it controls 29 districts out of 

398 in Afghanistan, including several in the south and in the east. As of June, only four 

districts were controlled by the Taliban. The withdrawal of ISAF facilitated the seizing of 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/04/us-afghanistan-attack-siege-idUSKCN0RY0RX20151004
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/04/us-afghanistan-attack-siege-idUSKCN0RY0RX20151004
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2015/10/afghanistan-harrowing-accounts-emerge-of-the-talibans-reign-of-terror-in-kunduz/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/05/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKCN0RW0HC20151005
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/05/world/asia/doctors-without-borders-says-it-is-leaving-kunduz-after-strike-on-hospital.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/05/world/asia/doctors-without-borders-says-it-is-leaving-kunduz-after-strike-on-hospital.html?_r=0
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2015/mm/10
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/Afghanistan%20Regional%20FSAC%20Cluster%20Update_%20North%20East%20Region%20%20%28July%202015%29.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/south-and-south-east-asia/afghanistan/2015/afghanistan-new-and-long-term-idps-risk-becoming-neglected-as-conflict-intensifies
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/sep/30/the-guardian-view-on-the-fall-of-kunduz-the-high-price-of-international-neglect
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/world/asia/taliban-make-gains-across-3-provinces-in-afghanistan.html?_r=0
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33721074
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/06/29/us-afghanistan-islamic-state-idUSKCN0P91EN20150629
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11451718
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2015/05/26-isis-taliban-afghanistan-felbabbrown
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_69366.htm
http://www.nato.int/cps/fr/natohq/topics_113694.htm?selectedLocale=en
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/29/taliban-capture-kunduz-major-blow-afghan-government
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/13/afghan-forces-repel-taliban-attack-on-ghazni-as-offensive-spreads
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-09-29/taliban-seize-half-of-major-afghan-city-police/6811692
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34387853
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/afghanistan-taliban-attacks-faryab-capital-maimana-sparking-fighting-1522424
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/afghanistan-taliban-attacks-faryab-capital-maimana-sparking-fighting-1522424
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/mhb_2015_september_final.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/afghanistan/taliban-afghanistan/p10551
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Taliban
http://www.britannica.com/event/Afghanistan-War
http://www.nato.int/isaf/topics/mandate/unscr/resolution_1510.pdf
http://www.voanews.com/content/despite-massive-taliban-death-toll-no-drop-in-insurgency/1866009.html
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new districts by the insurgent group (Long War Journal 05/10/2015). The opium trade 

contributes to Taliban financing (CBS News 05/05/2015). 

US and Afghan forces – NATO Resolute Support Mission: After the end of the ISAF 

mission, over 18,000 foreign troops, 10,600 of which are U.S. forces, were designed to 

remain in the country. Around 13,000 of these are part of Resolute Support Mission, 

which aims to train and support the Afghan national security forces (NATO 27/02/2015; Wall 

Street Journal 28/12/2014; The Guardian 12/10/2015). After the Taliban seized Kunduz, Afghan 

and US forces started fighting to regain control of the city. 

 

Past Displacement 

Conflict has been ongoing in Kunduz province since April, causing already significant 

displacement in the area. As of April, 18,355 families (around 73,400 individuals) in six 

districts of the province had already requested to be considered as conflict-induced 

displaced (Community World Service Asia, 08/06/2015). 

 

Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 

Demographic profile: Kunduz province population: estimated 1.01 million in 2015. 

Kunduz city population: nearly 305,000 (Geohive, 2015). Total population (2012): 29.8 

million; average household size: 4 (WB, 2014; Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, 2015). 36% 

of the population lives below the poverty line (UNOCHA, 22/11/2013). 24% of the national 

population live in urban areas (Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, 2015).  

Food: As of September 2015, 5.9% of people (1.5 million) report severe food insecurity 

nationwide, compared to 4.7% in 2014. 7.3 million people are moderately food insecure. 

Female-headed households are 50% more likely to be food insecure than others (FAO, 

10/09/2015). Most areas are in Minimal (IPC Phase 1) food insecurity outcomes, though 

some parts areas expected to be in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) food insecurity outcomes 

until December (FEWSNET, 08/2015). 

Nutrition: As of 2012, 33% of children in Afghanistan were moderately or severely 

underweight. 59% suffered from chronic malnutrition and 9% from acute malnutrition 

(OCHA, 2012). As of September 2015, at least 500,000 children under five were suffering 

of severe acute malnutrition in the country (UNICEF 12/09/2015). 

Health: Under-five mortality (2013): 97/1,000 births: Maternal mortality (2013): 327 per 

100,000 live births (UNOCHA, 22/11/2013). Infant mortality (2012): 71/1,000 births (UNICEF, 

18/12/2013). 

WASH: In 2011, 61% of the population had access to an improved drinking water 

source; 85% in urban areas and 53% in rural areas. 29% had access to improved 

sanitation; 46% in urban areas; and 23% in rural areas (UNICEF, 11/2011). 

Lighting and cooking: 36% of the urban population uses solid fuels (such as coal, 

charcoal, fuel tablets, etc.), compared to 97% in rural areas. 10% of the total population 

uses gas (Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves, 2015). 

Literacy: In 2011, adult literacy (15 years and older) was 39%; female adult literacy 

was 13% (UNICEF, 11/2011). 

 

 

Response Capacity 

Local and National Response Capacity 

As of 9 October, the Shahid ALhaj Prof. Dr. Azizullah Safar Regional Hospital, in 

northern Kunduz province, was the only facility in the northeast that could provide 

trauma care, however, only between one and four specialist health workers were 

present as of 7 October. (New York Times 04/10/2015; OCHA 07/10/2015, 11/10/2015). 

Provincial Disaster Management Committees (PDMCs) are active in the areas where 

international humanitarian agencies are present. They operate under the coordination 

of the Afghanistan National Disaster Management Agency (ANDMA), (OCHA 11/10/2015). 

 

International Response Capacity 

After the withdrawal of Médecins Sans Frontières, no international humanitarian 

agencies are present in Kunduz city (United Nations 06/10/2015). On 5 October, a medical 

team coordinated by the WHO and the Ministry of Public Health arrived in Kunduz and 

started providing health services from the military hospital in Kunduz. Patient referrals 

are being organised (WHO 06/10/2015). As of 11 October WHO is also providing support 

to the limited staff operating in the regional hospital (OCHA 11/10/2015). 

On 5 and 6 October OCHA staff deployed to Taloqan and Fayzabad to support the 

scaling up of international humanitarian assistance. On 11 October UNHCR staff 

deployed to Taloqan, together with teams of several humanitarian agencies. As of 11 

October, there is international humanitarian presence in Fayzabad, Mazar-e-Sharif, Pul-

e Khumri, and Takhar (OCHA 11/10/2015). 

 

http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2015/10/taliban-controls-or-contests-scores-of-districts-in-afghanistan.php
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/afghanistan-taliban-double-opium-income-new-strain-high-yield-poppy-seed/
http://www.nato.int/cps/fr/natohq/topics_113694.htm?selectedLocale=en
http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-led-forces-formally-ending-afghanistan-combat-mission-1419741070
http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-led-forces-formally-ending-afghanistan-combat-mission-1419741070
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/oct/12/ministry-of-defence-names-raf-men-killed-in-afghanistan
http://communityworldservice.asia/situation-update-conflict-induced-displacement-in-kunduz-afghanistan/
http://www.geohive.com/cntry/afghanistan.aspx
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://cleancookstoves.org/country-profiles/71-afghanistan.html
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/en/c/327900/
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/en/c/327900/
http://www.fews.net/central-asia/afghanistan/food-security-outlook-update/august-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Global_Funding_v1_20130524.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/afghanistan.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afg_2014HNO_FINALv2_0.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/afghanistan_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/afghanistan_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/files/ACO_WASH_Factsheet_-_November_2011.pdf
http://cleancookstoves.org/country-profiles/71-afghanistan.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/files/ACO_Education_Factsheet_-_November_2011_.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/05/world/asia/doctors-without-borders-says-it-is-leaving-kunduz-after-strike-on-hospital.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Afghanistan%20Northeast%20SitRep%205.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=52182#.VhT-HPntlBc
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/notes-kunduz-6-october-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_afghanistan_northeast_situation_report_7_-_11_october_2015_0.pdf
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Lessons Learned 

Displacement 

In previous waves of displacement in the region, and especially during the first six 

months of 2015, it was observed that most IDPs preferred to integrate in host 

communities, rather than return to their original locations. Supporting host communities 

is crucial, as their resources can deplete rapidly (IDMC 16/07/2015). 

 

Natural Disasters and Climate 

In the first months of 2015, more than 2,600 families (18,200 people) were displaced in 

Kunduz, Baghlan, Samangan, and Takhar, because of seasonal floods and landslides.  

The impact of natural disasters could exacerbate the needs caused by conflict-induced 

displacement (USAID 02/07/2015). 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/south-and-south-east-asia/afghanistan/2015/afghanistan-new-and-long-term-idps-risk-becoming-neglected-as-conflict-intensifies
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/afghanistan_ce_fs03_07-02-2015.pdf
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Northeastern Provinces of Afghanistan: Conflict Situation Map  

 

Source: OCHA 11/10/2015 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan_Conflict%20situation%20in%20nort%20easter%20provinces_11_october_2015.pdf

