
         ACAPS Briefing Note: Mali Displacement 

   

1 

 

Briefing Note – 19 June 2015 

Mali: Timbuktu, Gao  
and Mopti 
Internal Displacement  
 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

 X    

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

Crisis Overview 

The number of people displaced in 2015 grew by 37% between April and June. By 1 

June, 59,565 new internally displaced persons had been reported across the regions of 

Timbuktu (54,441), Gao (3,041) and Mopti (2,083), since the surge in clashes in 

northern Mali in April.  Insecurity worsened after pro-government forces captured 

Menaka in Gao region on 27 April, and the announcement that a peace accord was 

expected to be signed on 15 May 2015.  

The newly displaced are in urgent need of water, food, NFIs, shelter support, and 

healthcare. Most are surviving thanks to aid from neighbours, who are themselves 

usually very poor. This new displacement will further negatively impact livelihoods and 

food security situation.   

Displaced population No. persons 

Gourma Rharous circle 29,200 

Timbuktu circle 9,840 

Goundam circle 9,300 

Niafunke circle 4,750 

Other 1,410 

Newly displaced Timbuktu region 54,500 

Newly displaced Gao region 3,000 

Newly displaced Mopti region 2,100 

Total newly displaced (as of 1 June)   59,600 

Sources : Matrice de suivi des déplacements, 04/2015 ; OCHA, 27/05/2015. 

Key Findings 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

 Most new IDPs are in host communities, putting further 

pressure on already stressed households.  

 It is unclear if more displacement is likely. Some IDPs have 

returned home, but more displacement could occur if the 

planned signature of the peace agreement (20 June) is 

delayed and fighting resumes. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Shelter and NFIs: IDPs are in need of waterproofs tents or 

local materials for shelter construction and of NFI 

 Food: Most IDPs are surviving thanks to aid from neighbours, 

who are themselves usually very poor. The IDPs are in urgent 

need of food assistance. 

 Protection: the number of attacks on villages has multiplied 

since May. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Deterioration of the security situation and hostilities continue to 

hamper humanitarian access in the north of Mali.  At least 14 

humanitarian organisations had to temporarily suspend activities 

or relocate staff between February and April 2015. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Limitations  

Information on health needs and projection of trend of displacement. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_27_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate3en.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis Impact 

Displacement 

Insecurity worsened after the capture of Menaka in Gao region by pro-government 

forces on 27 April and the announcement that a peace accord was expected to be 

signed on 15 May 2015. The number of Azawad Movement Coalition (AMC) attacks on 

the positions of pro-government forces has multiplies, as has the number of attacks on 

villages (IEDA, 05/2015).  

Armed group attacks in Timbuktu, Gao and Mopti caused mass displacement in May 

(IEDA, 05/2015). By 1 June, 59,565 new IDPs had been reported across Timbuktu (54,441), 

Gao (3,041) and Mopti (2,083), since the surge in clashes in northern Mali in April (OCHA, 

15/06/2015; UNSC, 11/06/2015). This is a 37% increase in the number of new IDPs in 2015. 

This new wave brings the total number of IDPs to 102,757 nationwide (UNSC, 11/06/2015; 

Government, 05/2015). 

In Timbuktu region, 29,200 are in Gourma Rharous district, 9,840 in Timbuktu, 9,300 in 

Goundam and 4,750 in Niafunke districts (OCHA, 27/05/2015). In Rharous district, villages 

have been almost deserted (Djiri bibi, Djiri Alambar, Goungoubéri, Mamadou Koïra 

(Haoussa), Sahamar, Gabéri, Boya Haoussa, Taborack, Mari Tondi, Tamaskott, 

Intoumana, Bototo Intalassa) (UNSC, 11/06/2015; Government, 05/2015) 

In addition, some 732 new Malian refugees have crossed into neighbouring Mauritania 
(236), Niger (238) and Burkina Faso (258), adding to the 137,500 Malian refugees 
previously registered in neighbouring countries (UNSC, 11/06/2015).  

 

Access to Essential Services 

Newly displaced people are in urgent need of water, food, NFIs, shelter support and 

healthcare (OCHA, 27/05/2015; CARE, 12/06/2015). Lack of financial means, distance, as well 

as insufficiency or unavailability are all limiting access to basic services (IEDA, 05/2015) 

  

Food 

All IDPs arrived without food stocks or provisions for beyond the first day. Most are 

surviving thanks to aid from neighbours, who are themselves usually very poor. In 

Goudam, IDPs eat less than once per day due to lack of financial means (IEDA, 05/2015). 

In Gourma-Rharous and Bourem-Inaly, in Timbuktu region, food was indicated as a 

priority need for 43% of interviewed IDPs and host population, according to an 

assessment conducted by Handicap International and Norwegian Refugee Council 26 

May–1 June (Handicap International and Norwegian Refugee Council, 06/2015). 

Riverine areas of Gao and Bourem districts, in Gao region, Goundam and Niafunke 

districts, in Timbuktu region and the north of Youwarou in Mopti region were already in 

Stressed food insecurity (Phase 2) due to decreased production and revenue. The 

situation is expected to deteriorate to Crisis in the peak of the lean season (July–

September) (FEWSNET, 31/05/2015). New displacement will further negatively impact food 

security (Government, 04/06/2015). Countrywide, at least 410,000 people will in need of 

immediate food assistance, from April to August 2015, and about 2.7 million people are 

expected to be moderately food insecure (UNSC, 11/06/2015). 

 

Shelter and NFIs 

The majority of IDPs are staying with host families, putting extra stress on already limited 

resources. Others are staying in temporary shelters or sleeping in the open, along the 

Niger River (OCHA, 27/05/2015). 60% of IDPs in Gourma Rharous, Timbuktu region, are in 

makeshift shelters and almost one-third do not have any shelter (Handicap International and 

Norwegian Refugee Council, 06/2015). IDPs need waterproof tents or local materials for shelter 

construction and NFIs (blankets, buckets, cups, pots, ladles, mats, clothes, and jerry 

cans) (IEDA, 05/2015).  

 

Protection 

Protection was a main concern for 18% of interviewed IDPs and host population, in an 

assessment in Gourma-Rharous and Bourem-Inaly, Timbuktu region, 26 May–1 June 
(Handicap International and Norwegian Refugee Council, 06/2015).  

In Dioura, on 24 May, Fulani fled the towns of Dioura and Nampala, in Mopti region, 

claiming that the Malian army has been raiding their camps, beating and arresting them.  

On 3 June, in Menaka, Gao region, a civilian was kidnapped and shot dead. On 21 May, 

in Bourem, Gao region, between six to nine civilians, including an aid worker, were killed 

after fighting near Tin Hama village. Pro-government troops reportedly handed civilians 

over to Malian soldiers who publicly executed them. The Malian Government did not 

confirm the claims and the UN is investigating. In Goudam, Timbuktu region, a civilian 

was killed by armed men on 3 June (ACLED, 13/06/2015).  

While civilians in northern Mali are rarely deliberately targeted, they suffer from 

improvised explosive devices (IED) and mines, as well as rockets. According to the 

United Nations Mine Action Service, 50 civilian IED were registered killed or injured 

between March and June 2015 (UNSC, 11/06/2015).  

http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mali_snapshot_en_20150531.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mali_snapshot_en_20150531.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1517249.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1517249.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/sap_note_technique_sur_la_situation_au_nord_du_pays_mai_2015.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/sap_note_technique_sur_la_situation_au_nord_du_pays_mai_2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_27_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate3en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1517249.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/sap_note_technique_sur_la_situation_au_nord_du_pays_mai_2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1517249.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_27_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate3en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/growing-humanitarian-crisis-northern-mali
http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-mise-jour-sur-la-s-curit-alimentaire-mai-2015
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/sap_note_technique_sur_la_situation_au_nord_du_pays_mai_2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1517249.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_27_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate3en.pdf
http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://www.acleddata.com/data/realtime-data-2015/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N1517249.pdf
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WASH 

People in informal settlements do not have access to clean water or proper sanitation 

(All Africa, 29/05/2015).16% of interviewed IDPs and host population declared that WASH is 

their main need in an assessment in Gourma-Rharous and Bourem-Inaly, Timbuktu 

region from 26 May to 1 June. Lack of sanitation and the low provision of water are the 

main constraints (Handicap International and Norwegian Refugee Council, 06/2015).  

As of January, in Mali, the majority of about 840,000 people in need of WASH assistance 

were in the northern regions of Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu, Mopti, and Segou, and were IDPs, 

returnees, and host families without access to safe drinking water (OCHA, 15/01/2015).  

 

Health 

A number of cases of diarrhoea, particularly among young children, have been recorded 

the last week of May, according to NGO Africare. The risk of cholera or other water-

borne disease outbreaks remains high as people are living in overcrowded settlements 

(All Africa, 29/05/2015). Diarrhoea among children is the most common illness reported 

among IDPs in Goudam and Gourma Rharous, in Timbuktu region, according to the 

evaluation of International Emergency and Development Aid Relief. Cases of heatstroke 

and dehydration have also been reported (IEDA, 05/2015). Eight cases of meningitis were 

reported in Gao district between 25 and 31 May (OCHA, 15/06/2015).  

 

Education 

As of end of May, 20,500 children in the north had no access to education (UNICEF, 

31/05/2015).More than 430 schools are closed due to insecurity in Gao, Kidal, Mopti, 

Segou, and Timbuktu regions (Education Cluster, 05/2015).  Teachers are the first to flee as 

they are being identified as representing of the state and therefore often targeted by 

armed groups, according to the Handicap International and Norwegian Refugee Council 

assessment in Gourma-Rharous and Bourem-Inaly, in Timbuktu region (Handicap 

International and Norwegian Refugee Council, 06/2015) 

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected 

A large proportion of women and children has been reported among the newly displaced 

population (local media, 04/06/2015). 

 

Humanitarian Constraints  

Deterioration of the security situation and hostilities continue to hamper humanitarian 

access in the north of Mali. Since January 2015, OCHA has recorded 31 access 

constraints, compared to 22 in all of 2014. 50% were related to violence against 

humanitarian personnel or facilities, and 50% were linked to the conduct of hostilities. 

At least 14 humanitarian organisations had to temporarily suspend activities or relocate 

staff between February and April 2015 (OCHA, 04/05/2015).   

Gao: Access to Ansongo, Menaka, Intilit and Tabankort is strained because of rising 

insecurity and poor roads. 85,000 people are hard to reach (OCHA, 31/05/2015).  

Timbuktu: Humanitarian actors have limited access to areas affected by violence in 

Gourma Rharous district and assistance to the newly displaced is limited (OCHA, 

21/05/2015; UN, 29/05/2015). No aid is available in the area of Goundam (OCHA, 27/05/2015). 

In Ber and Salam communes, 45,000 people have limited access to healthcare because 

insecurity led a humanitarian healthcare provider to suspend activities in April.  In 

Agouni, 5,000 people are without healthcare following the withdrawal of the main 

organisation supporting the health facility (OCHA, 31/05/2015). 

Mopti: Access to Youwarou areas is severely constrained by rising insecurity (OCHA, 

31/05/2015). 

 

Aggravating Factors 

Seasonal Information 

The rainy season starts usually in June and lasts until October. During the rainy season, 

malaria cases rise. The planting season is ongoing and displacement endangers the 

harvest, worsening the food security situation (HEWS). 

Pastoral Situation 

Pastoral regions in Timbuktu and Gao are in Stressed food security due to longstanding 

insecurity, and are relying on humanitarian aid to avoid deterioration. The food and 

nutritional insecurity of pastoral communities is likely to worsen with new displacement. 

In Gao region, it is estimated that more than 16,000 livestock-breeding households 

(more than 100,000 people) are affected (OCHA, 31/05/2015). Theft of livestock has been 

reported after displacement in several towns in Timbuktu region. Trade ruptures have 

been reported in all regions of the north, mainly due to increasing food prices (Government, 

04/06/2015). The Food Security Cluster warns about a risk of inter- and intra-communal 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201505291772.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-aper-u-des-besoins-humanitaires-2015-15-janvier-2015
http://allafrica.com/stories/201505291772.html
http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mali_snapshot_en_20150531.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mali%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20May%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Mali%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20May%202015.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/mali_cluster_education_ocha_presentation_2015-05-22_v._2.pdf
http://www.maliweb.net/la-situation-politique-et-securitaire-au-nord/recents-combats-entre-groupes-armes-au-nord-du-mali-57-000-personnes-fuient-leurs-domiciles-998422.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-humanitarian-access-constraints-1-february-30-april-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gao_regional_profile_20150504_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_21_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate2_EN.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_21_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate2_EN.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-57000-personnes-ont-fui-la-reprise-des-combats-dans-le-nord-du-pays-selon-lonu
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_27_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate3en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://www.hewsweb.org/countries/default.asp?c=466
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/sap_note_technique_sur_la_situation_au_nord_du_pays_mai_2015.pdf
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/sap_note_technique_sur_la_situation_au_nord_du_pays_mai_2015.pdf
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tensions between livestock breeding households and new IDPs (Food Security Cluster, 

26/05/2015). 

Nutrition 

As of 10 February, 181,000 children were severely malnourished (SAM), and 534,000 

moderately malnourished (MAM) (OCHA, 28/04/2015; 10/06/2015). SAM rates are highest in 

Mopti region (3.7%), Segou region (3.4%), and Koulikoro region (2.7%). MAM rates are 

highest in the northern regions (FEWSNET, WFP, FAO, 28/02/2015). In Gao region, a SMART 

survey showed 11.3% GAM and 2.3% SAM. Malnutrition is more severe in urban than 

in rural areas. Priority districts are Gao and Bourem, with 2.9% and 2.1% SAM, 

respectively (UNICEF, 31/03/2015; OCHA, 16/04/2015). 

 

Contextual Information  

Drivers of the Current Conflict 

In July 2014, the Government and the Azawad Movement Coalition (AMC) – comprising 

the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA), the High Council for the 

Unity of Azawad (HCUA), and the Arab Movement of Azawad (MAA) – started peace 

negotiations in Algeria, after conflict that began in 2012. In March 2015, after five rounds 

of talks, the negotiations led to a peace agreement. The “Algiers Accord” calls for the 

creation of election regional assemblies, but not for autonomy or federalism in the north. 

The Government, representatives of pro-government militias, and two minor members 

of the AMC signed the Algiers peace accord on 15 May. The AMC demanded further 

negotiations as a condition for final signature (All Africa, 15/05/2015; Sahel Watch, 04/2015). The 

chief of the AMC has since announced he will sign the agreement on 20 June (local media, 

05/06/2015). 

On 27 April, pro-government forces captured the city of Menaka, in Gao region. This led 

to further violence throughout the Timbuktu region at the end of April and May 

(International media, 22/05/2015).  Their refusal to leave the city weakened the new ceasefire 

and could hamper the signature of the peace agreement, planned for 20 June 

(International media, 17/06/2015). More than ten incidents have been reported in Gao, Mopti 

and Timbuktu regions between May and June 2015. More than seven incidents against 

the MINUSMA camp have been reported between May and June 2015 (ACLED, 

13/06/2015). 

The state lost control of the north of the country in 2012, after Tuareg groups from the 

northern region, known as Azawad, began a campaign for greater autonomy, and a 

separate coup d’état further destabilised the country. However, the fragile alliance 

between Tuareg and Islamists was quickly broken, and Islamists took control of key 

northern cities. Civilian rule was re-established in mid-2013, with the aid of French and 

African Union troops, and a UN mission, MINUSMA, was set up, but Mali continues to 

face security and political challenges. Limited access to basic social services and the 

poor capacity of public administration are key drivers of the crisis. 

 

Past Displacement 

There were more than 10,000 IDPs in Timbuktu region at the end of 2014, the majority 

in Timbuktu and Dire districts. 13,500 IDPs returned to the region between August 2013 

and end February 2015 (OCHA, 04/05/2015).  

In Gao region, there were more than 7,000 IDPs as of end 2014, the majority residing 

in Menaka and Ansongo districts. 18,000 IDPs returned to the region between August 

2013 and end February 2015 (OCHA, 04/05/2015).  

In Mopti region, there were more than 4,000 IDPs as of end 2014, the majority residing 

in Mopti.  2,500 IDPs have returned to the region between August 2013 and end 

February 2015 (OCHA, 04/05/2015). 

 

Relevant Stakeholders 

Azawad Movement Coalition (AMC) is a Tuareg pro-independence political and 

military organisation based in Northern Mali. It includes the National Movement for the 

Liberation of Azawad (MNLA), the High Council for the Unity of Azawad (HCUA) and 

the Arab Movement of Azawad (MAA).  

The Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO), which split from Al 

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) in 2011, and Ansar Dine, are among the main 

Islamist groups active in northern Mali, carrying out attacks on pro-government and 

international forces. 

Groupe Autodéfense Touareg Imghad et Alliés (GATIA): Tuareg and Arab 

communities who did not want separatism or the formation of an Islamic state 

transformed their pro-government Tuareg militia into a more inclusive pro-government 

self-defence organization in August 2014 (Jamestown foundation, 03/04/2015). 

Government: A third government in less than a year and a half was formed in January 

2015, and a new Prime Minister, Modibo Keita, was appointed. The Prime Minister has 

been leading peace negotiations with armed groups since then. Malian parliament 

adopted new Prime Minister’s government programme with a large majority on 12 June 
(International media, 12/06/2015). 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/rapport_de_mission_cluster_sa_gao_052015.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/rapport_de_mission_cluster_sa_gao_052015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-food-security-and-malnutrition-situation-humanitarian-snapshot-31-mar-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/humanitarian_dashboard_20150609_srp_en_10june15.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/enqu-te-nationale-sur-la-s-curit-alimentaire-et-nutritionnelle-f-vrier-2015
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/unicef-mali-humanitarian-situation-report-31-march-2015
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/BulletinHumanitaireMali_20150410_EN_intemplate_ukrev.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201505160016.html
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/Articles/Sahel-Watch-a-living-analysis-of-the-conflict-in-Mali
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/malis-main-tuareg-led-rebels-sign-peace-deal-june-20-cherif
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/malis-main-tuareg-led-rebels-sign-peace-deal-june-20-cherif
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/232753/politique/crise-malienne-pourquoi-m-naka-cristallise-les-tensions/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/237395/politique/mali-les-groupes-pro-bamako-refusent-de-se-retirer-de-menaka/
http://www.acleddata.com/data/realtime-data-2015/
http://www.acleddata.com/data/realtime-data-2015/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gao_regional_profile_20150504_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=43745&tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=7&cHash=00ec4c5f2c348fb01254a5fb38037614#.VYK-ePmqpBc
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-mps-approve-government-stability-programme
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MINUSMA: On 25 April 2013, the UN Security Council authorised a UN stabilisation 

mission for Mali, to take over from the West African AFISMA mission. The mission 

started in July (All Africa, 15/05/2015). 11,510 staff is working in the mission (MINUSMA, 

31/03/2015). According to its general, the MINUSMA peacekeeping mission in Mali does 

not have the training, logistics or intelligence capabilities to effectively carry out 

operations. Since the mission's deployment in 2013, 36 soldiers have died and more 

than 200 have been wounded (AFP, 18/06/2015). 

International and Neighbouring Countries’ Relationship to the Conflict  

Neighbouring countries’ involvement in the Malian conflict is motivated mostly by the 

fear of conflict spillover. Mauritania has contributed troops to the MINUSMA mission 
(Sahel Watch, 04/2015).  

Initially Algeria refused to intervene in the Malian conflict, but changed its position after 

the gas field attack in In Amenas in the south of Algeria in January 2013 when almost 

800 people were taken hostage (Sahel Watch, 04/2015). Since then, Algeria has hosted five 

rounds of negotiations between pro-government forces and AMC. 

France: In January 2013, France sent troops to support the Malian army. The French 

Operation Serval was authorised retroactively by the UN Security Council. In July 2014, 

the Operation Serval was replaced by Operation Barkhane, aiming at fighting armed 

Islamists in five countries of the Sahel region (All Africa, 15/05/2015). 

 

Response Capacity 

Local and lnternational Response Capacity 

According to OCHA, actors have reacted on the ground and there is no major gap as of 

4 June (OCHA, 04/06/2015). 40 NGOs work in Gao and nine UN agencies are present in 

Gao region (OCHA, 04/05/2015). 43 NGOs and ten UN agencies are present in Timbuktu 

region (OCHA, 04/05/2015). 48 NGOs and 9 UN agencies are in Mopti region (OCHA, 

04/05/2015). 

Population Coping Mechanisms 

Negative coping mechanisms have been used by both the host population and IDPs, 

who have started reducing the number of meals eaten in a day (IEDA, 05/2015). 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 

Information on the health status of the newly displaced population is missing. 

Projection of the trend of displacement: it is unclear if more displacement is likely. Some 

IDPs have already returned home but displacement could occur if the peace agreement 

is not signed as planned on 20 June and fighting resumes.  

 

Lessons Learned 

It is known in the Sahel region, specifically in Mali and Niger, that conflict can arise when 

farmers encroach on pastoral lands and routes, and when pastoralists encroach on 

farmland and cut trees for fodder (USAID 2012).  

The current vulnerabilities in the Sahel cannot be overcome through humanitarian aid 

alone. To prevent the recurrence of the crises in the region, it is crucial to adopt a 

comprehensive approach to resilience and mobilise sufficient funding to support longer-

term projects that tackle the underlying structural causes of food insecurity and 

malnutrition (OCHA 07/02). 

The international community often repeats mistakes in food crises. Slow response has 

resulted in deterioration of the situation, unnecessary suffering, a loss of assets by poor 

households in both agricultural and pastoral areas, a huge increase in the level of need 

and a significant rise in costs (SWG 2011). 

 
 

  

http://allafrica.com/stories/201505160016.html
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minusma/facts.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minusma/facts.shtml
http://www.globalpost.com/article/6585598/2015/06/17/un-has-operational-failings-mali-chief
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/Articles/Sahel-Watch-a-living-analysis-of-the-conflict-in-Mali
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/Articles/Sahel-Watch-a-living-analysis-of-the-conflict-in-Mali
http://allafrica.com/stories/201505160016.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-profil-humanitaire-de-la-r-gion-de-gao-au-30-avril-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://iedarelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-of-the-Situation-of-IDPs-in-Goundam-and-Gourma-Rharous-May-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/474471
http://www.google.fr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=to%20respond%20to%20this%20looming%20crisis%2C%20humanitarian%20agencies%20working%20in%20west%20africa%20have%20developed%20a%20region-wide%20strategy%20paper%20entitled%20%E2%80%9Cresponse%20plan%20for%20a%20food%20security%20and%20nutrition%20crisis%20in%20the%20sahel%E2%80%9D%2C%20under%20the%20&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCcQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fochaonline.un.org%2FOchaLinkClick.aspx%3Flink%3Docha%26docId%3D1319691&ei=5H9XT9buJOWv0QX_47zFDQ&usg=AFQjCNESIBW4tS3Y8nPWHv4Lzd4kFHa5fw&cad=rja
http://community.eldis.org/sahelworkinggroup
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Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 

Key indicators Timbuktu Gao Mopti 

Region’s Chef-lieu Timbuktu Gao Mopti 

Total population 
(Government, 2011)   

674,793 542,304 2,036,209 

% population in rural areas 
(Government, 2011) 

87% 79% 90% 

Gender and age distribution 

of population (Government, 

2011) 

47% less than 15 years old.  

50% female. 

49% less than 15 years old.  

50% female. 

50% less than 15 years old.  

50.5% female. 

Cooking sources 

(Government, 2009) 

Firewood (67% of households),  

animal waste (16%),  

charcoal (12%).  

Firewood (for 61% of households),  

animal waste (26%).  

Firewood (for 78% of households),  

animal waste (12%),  

charcoal (6%).  

Lighting sources 

(Government, 2009) 

kerosene lamps (48%)  

torches (37%). 

kerosene lamps (45%)  

torches (42%). 

kerosene lamps (50%)  

torches (39%). 

WASH figures 

(Government, 2009) 

boreholes (51% of households),  

drilling (15%),  

surface water (11%).  

boreholes (43% of households),  

surface water (20%),  

tap water (12%),  

drilling (11%).  

boreholes (67% of households), 

 drilling (10%),  

surface water (7%).  

Health figures  

(Government, 2009) 

Mortality rate: 15.6 per 1,000 inhabitants. 

Infant mortality: 102.5 per 1,000 live births.  

27% of non-functional health centres (28/102 

centres) as of end April.  

Interruption of health services in Ber and Salam 

communes in April for security reasons (OCHA, 

04/05/2015). 

Mortality rate: 13.4 per 1,000 inhabitants.  

Infant mortality: 98.5 per 1,000 live births. 

8% of non-functional health centres. 

17/71 hard to access health areas, affecting 85,000 

people (OCHA, 04/05/2015). 

Mortality rate: 13.5 per 1,000 inhabitants. 

 Infant mortality: 118 per 1,000 live births. 

As of end April, 0.6% of non-functional health centres 

(11/175 centres) (OCHA, 04/05/2015) 

Food security 327,000 people food insecure (IPC Phase 2 Stressed 

to IPC Phase 4 Emergency), 39% of the region’s 

population (OCHA, 04/05/2015). 

253,000 people food insecure (IPC Phase 2 and 3 – 

Stressed and Crisis), 40% of the region’s population 
(OCHA, 04/05/2015). 

491,000 people food insecure (IPC Phase 2 and 3 – 

Stressed and Crisis), 20% of the region’s population 
(OCHA, 04/05/2015) 

Nutrition levels  40,400 children suffering from acute malnutrition, 

including 10,142 from SAM (OCHA, 04/05/2015) 

30,200 children suffering from acute malnutrition, 

including 8,346 from SAM (OCHA, 04/05/2015) 

94,700 children suffering from acute malnutrition, 

including 27,310 from SAM (OCHA, 04/05/2015) 

Literacy rates 

(Government, 2011)  

78% illiterate, including 84% of women. 15% of 

schools closed (87/582 schools), as of end April 
(OCHA, 04/05/2015). 

75% illiterate, including 80% of women.  

24% of schools closed, and 4 of schools occupied by 

armed groups as of end April (OCHA, 04/05/2015). 

79% are illiterate, including 85% of women.  

8% of schools closed as of end April (OCHA, 

04/05/2015) 

 

http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/tdemo09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/tdemo09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/tdemo09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/tdemo09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/thab09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/thab09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/thab09_rgph.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/ramor09_rgph.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gao_regional_profile_20150504_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gao_regional_profile_20150504_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gao_regional_profile_20150504_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://www.instat-mali.org/contenu/rgph/tdemo09_rgph.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/tombouctou_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/gao_regional_profile_20150504_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mopti_regional_profile_20150504.pdf
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Map   

 

Displaced population No. persons 

Gourma Rharous circle 29,200 

Timbuktu circle 9,840 

Goundam circle 9,300 

Niafunke circle 4,750 

Other 1,410 

Newly displaced Timbuktu region 54,500 

Newly displaced Gao region 3,000 

Newly displaced Mopti region 2,100 

Total newly displaced (as of 1 June)   59,600 

 

Sources : Matrice de suivi des déplacements, 04/2015 ; OCHA, 27/05/2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: OCHA, 15/06/2015 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2015_27_05_OCHAMali_FlashUpdate3en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mali_snapshot_en_20150531.pdf

